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PREFACE. 



To preTcnt that species, of disappofaitment which 
arises from a reader's expecting in a book what 
it was never intended te contain, it is judged pro- 
per to intimate, that it is not designed, in the fol- 
lowing pages, to give any thing like a complete 
and regular treatise on the Lord^s Supper. They 
are occupied with a series of Discourses, deliver- 
ed before, at, and after the dispensation of that 
ordinance, composed at distant intervals, and ha- 
ving little or no mutual connection, except what 
arises from their general reference to the same 
great subject. 

At the time of their composition, the author 
considered it his duty to consult such books on 
their subjects as were within his reach, and to 
avail himself of whatever in them he conceived 
likely to be useful to those for whose edification 
they were originally intended ; and as at that time 
he had not the remotest intention of publication, 
he was not scrupulously exact in marking, in )m 
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manuscript, the full extent of his obligations. In 
transcribing the Discourses for the press, he has 
endeavoured, as far as possible, to supply this de- 
ficiency ; but if, after all, the reader should occa- 
sionally meet with sentiments or language which 
he reeogpises as borrowed, it is hoped candour 
will induce him to conclude, that the obligation is 
not acknowledged, merely because it was not ob- 
served. 

It was intended originally to have prefixed to 
the work, a preliminary discourse, on the nature 
and necessity of preparation for religious ordinan- 
ces, and to have given a greater number of Com- 
munion Exhortations. In the course of transcrip- 
tion, however, it became apparent, that neither of 
these could be done without sw^ing the volume 
to an undue size. The author mentions the first 
of these facts, to account for what may to some 
appear an omission ; and the second, to have an 
importunity of doing his readers a favour, by recom- 
mending to them the pious and useful Saeramental 
Addresses of his friend and brother MrBELFRACE, 
in which they will find any deficiency of devotional 
exercises in this volume abundantly supplied. 

It is scarcely necessary to remark, that in the 
arrangement and composition of the whole work, a 
regard has been paid to the manner in which the 
ordinance of the Lord^s Supper is dispensed in the 
Scottish Presbyterian churches $ and that to pro- 
mote a fervid, yet rational devotion in their mem- 
bers, when engaged in this service, is avowedly its 
primary object At the same time, as there wiH 
be found. nothing sectarian, either in its sentiments 
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or spirit, the author ventures to hope, that it may 
be of general use and interest, as a view of Chris- 
tian doctrine and duty in reference to this ordi- 
nance; and that it may also serve the subordinate 
purpose, of exhibiting a picture of the manner in 
which the Scottish Presbyterian churches observe 
this solemn rite of Chriatian worship. 
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DISCOURSE I. 

'THE NATURE OF THE LORD»S SUPPEft. 

LUKE XXII. 19^ 20. 

TAw bread is my body, which is given for you : — thik 
cup is the New Testament in my bloody which is shed 
for you. 

iyHRisTiANiTY is hotiourably disdnguisbed^ by the 
simplicity and spirituality of its ordinances and duties^ 
Bot merely from those fidse religions which have in every 
^ imposed on the credulity or the fears of mankind^ 
but also froai Judaism, the only other religion which 
justly lays claim to a divine origin. By far the greater 
part of the Christian code is occupied with the duties 
which naturally arise out of the relations which man 
bears to the Supreme Beings and to his fellow-men. 
Love to God and love to man, form the two cardinal re« 
(juisitions of the law of Christ ; and its particular in* 
junctions are but illustrati(ms or exemplifications 6i 
these two leading priilciples. 

It is comparatively but a very small part of the Chrisi^ 
tian law that is occupied with ritual observances. Un- 
der the Old Testament economy, ceremonial institu- 
tions bore a very considerable proportion to the gene^ 
ral mass of religious duty. On those who lived undc^ 
that dispensation, were imposed nitmerous fatiguing 
and expensive observances, the meaning of which was 
fa many ^ses obscure ; and the obligation of which 
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4 THE NATURE OF THE LORD's SUPPER. [[Part I* 

was to be traced entirely to positive institution. The 
ordinances of Christianity, on [the contrary, [are in ge- 
neral such as naturally arise out of the constitution 
and situation of mankind, and their relations and du- 
ties to their Creator and each other ; and that part of 
our religion which is ritual, is in the highest degree 
simple, being confined to two ceremonies, — the mean- 
ing of which is apparent, and the observance of which 
is easy, — Baptism and the Lord's Supper ; — ^the only 
institutions of a ritual nature, which Jesus Christ has 
enjoined on his followers. 

These ordinances are obviously of a positive nature, 
and derive their obligation, not from any intrinsic pro- 
priety, but entirely from the authority of him who ap- 
pointed them. On the supposition of the truth of the 
Gospel, it necessarily follows, that all who hear it ought 
to believe it, and that all who believe it ought to proifess 
it: but the obligation of believers tx) make tlusprofessiim, 
by being washed with water in the name of the Fath^, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy-Ghost, is to be resolv- 
ed into a {positive appointment of Heaven. On the 
same supposition, that we should gratefully recollect the 
love of the Son of God in d3ring for our salvation, is 
the dictate of reason and of conscience ; but that we 
should testify this grateful recollection by eating bread 
and drinking wine, as instituted emblems of his body 
and blood, we could never have found out, had he not 
expressly said, '* This do in remembrance of me." '-*-> 

The attentive observer must, however, have remark- 
ed, that even these positive ordinances — these ritual in- 
stitutions — bear the general diaracter of isimplicity and 
spirituality, which marks the whole of the New Testa- 
ment economy. Baptism and the Lord's Supper^ though 
ceremonies, are by no means either unmeaning or ob- 
scure ceremonies. They are emblematical representa- 
tions of the peculiar and most impOTtant principles of 
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(WT holy faith. The Author of our religion, who "knows 
onr frame^ for he hath made us/' has^ in kind conde* 
scenaion to our weakness^ embodied^ as it were, the ab- 
stract principles of his institution in these ordinances, 
ind thus made use g£ our [senses, the more deeply 
to impress our minds with the invisible realities of 
religious truth. In both of these ordinances, we are 
taught the doctrines of man's guilt and depravity, and 
of salvation through the atonement and grace of Jesus 
Christ The baptism of water is a symbol of internal 
purification ; and who but the polluted require to be 
cleansed ? The Lord's, supper is] a c<nmnemorative re- 
presentation of a propitiatory sacrifice ; and who but 
the guilty JBtand in need of expiation and forgiveness? 
Iliis ordinance proclaims the necessity and efficacy of 
the Redeemer's sacrifice,-^that, the power and sufficien- 
cy of the Redeemer's grace. Both are calculated to sug- 
gest the most important truths to the mind, as well as 
to exeite the most devotional affections in the heart ; 
and thus, though positive observances, and ritual in- 
stitutions, they are ^'spiritual sacrifices," "reasonable 
services.'* 

No employment can be more appropriate to our pre- 
sent circumstances, in the immediate prospect of obser- 
ving the Lord's Supper, than an enquiry into the mean- 
ing of the holy service we have in view ; and nowhere 
are we likely to find more satisfactory infi[>rmation on 
this subject, than in the words of Jesus himelf, when 
he instituted this holy ordinance. " This bread," said 
he, " is my body which is given for you : — ^this cup 
is the New Testament in my blood, which is shed for 
you." - 

The force of our Lord's words may, I apprehend, be 
expressed ih the following proposition. *' The reli- 
gious ceremony which we term the Lord's Supper, is an 
emblematical representation of this truth, — ^that the 
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incarnate Son of God, by his siifferinga and deaths 
made atonement for the sin» of his pec^e." It teaches 
ua, that the Son of God had a body and bloody— or in 
other words, that he was incarnate : it teaches us, that 
this body was broken, and this blood shed, or in other 
words, that he suffered and died : and it teaches 
us, that this body was giVen for his people, and this 
blood shed for them, or in other wordi^ that he offi»« 
cd himself as an expiatory sacrifice in their room. The 
illustration of this general remark, which tilius natu- 
rally divides itself into three parts, shall occupy the 
remaining part of the discpurse. 

I. In the lord's supper, we have an emblematical 
representation of our Saviour's mcamatton. The bread 
and the wine are symbols of his holy humanity. '' This 
bread is my body, — ^this cup is the New Testament in 
my blood ;"— -or, as it is expressed in another of the 
gospel histories, '^ this is my blood of the New Testa- 
ment." 

Nothing is of greater importance to the formation of 
just conceptions of the system of human redemption, 
than correct notions of the pre-existent glories of Him 
who came in the name of the Lord to save us. He 
whose death is represented in the Lord's supper, did 
not begin to exist when he was bc»m of the Virgin. 
" His goings forth have been of old, from everlasting.'* 
" He was in the beginning with God, — he was God." 
His name is '^ the Alpha and Omega, the first and the 
last, and the living one ♦." He is " God over all, blessed 



• Rev. i. 11, ITv 18 Nowhere, perhaps, has the divisian 

ci the New Testament into yerses produced a more unhappy effect 
on the translati(m, than in the passage here refeized to. Instead q$: 
zendering-«i^M 9t»i « wf»ir»f xm i i^x*'^^ '^^^ ' ^'^"f '^'^* i^cvtf^* 
n»fH ». r. X. « I am the first ax^d the last, and the living one— 
and I w»s^diBad»" &c our tzanslaton, following the Steph«;|i€ divi. 
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fiveyer." '' By him were created aU things that are in 
heaven and that are in earth, visible and invisible^, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or ptincipali- 
ties, or powers; all things were created by him and Ibr 
him, and be is before all things, and by him all thii^ 
subsiat" 

This illustrious parson, to obtain our salvation,, 
became '' the man Christ Jesus." '^ The Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as (^ the only-begotten of the Father, 
fiill of grace and of truth." " Fcnrasmueh as the cfail- 
cben are partakers of flesh and blood, he also took pact 
of the same." The doctrine of scripture on this con- 
fessedly mysterious, but obviously most important sub« 
jeet, seems reducible to the following proposition, the 
various parts of which I shall endeavour briefly to il- 
lualsate,— '^ That the only-begotten Scm of God assum- 
ed a human nature, consisting of a material body and a 
rational soul, free from morsl guilt and defilement, yet 
subject to the innocent infirmities {£ humanity in its , 
present state, mto a persosial union with his divine |ia- 
ture, so as that while the natures are for ever distiiiet 
andunmingled, they areinseparably and eternally united 
in his person, as the Mediator between God and num." 

The Son of God, when he came into our world to 
procure our redemption, did not, as scHne ancient hero- 
tics taught, merely assume a human form, as he had 
repeatedly done under the ancient dispensations. He 
took to himself a material body, formed of the same 
substance as the bodies of other men. ^'When he 



■Mm of the Tenet, which is of no aulhority, have rendered it, ^ I am 
the 3nk and the last, / am he that lireth ;" thus omittiiig the eeoend 
mm altogether, and inserting the very needless supplement *• I am." 
The division of the Bible into chapten and verses, is a great con- 
iFenience for reference ; but this is not a solitary instance, in whidi 
ma undue regard to this division has ledta an obacuie oc even inoor- 
lect tnuulation* 
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oometh into the worlds he saith^ Sacrifice and offer* 
ing thou wouldst not, but a body hast thou prepared 
me." In this body, he was *'bom of a woman," — 
and like the bodies of* other men, it was nourished by 
food, and increased in size. He '^ was made of the 
seed of David according to the flesh." In ''his own 
body he bare our sins on the tree ;" and by the shed- 
ding of hia own blood did he make expiation for the 
transgressions of his people. '' Handle me and see," 
said he to his disciples, who were in doubt of the rea- 
lity of his resurrection, ''handle me and see, fer a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have." 

But our Lord assumed not merely a human body, 
but a humim nature, consisting both of matter and 
mind, body and soid,^ The divine nature was not the 
immediate animatihg priliciple of the body of Jesus. 
In this case, he had not been our kinsman, our bro* 
ther, the man Christ Jesus^ We are told " Jesus in* 
creased ki wisdom," as well as " in stature ;" but as 
the second person of the Trinity, who is the all-wise 
Crod, can acquire no new information, it follows of 
course, that our Saviour possessed a human under- 
standing, limited in its capacities, and susceptible of 
improvements The divine nature is incapable of sufTav 
ing; but the '^soul" of Jesus "wasexce^ing sorrow- 
ftd, even imto d^th."^ The w^ of the divine Father 
and Son is. necessarily one; but Jesus possessed a win 
difierent from, though completely subject to, the wiH 
of his Father t " Not my will, but thine be d<me." 

Indeed, had not ^le Son of God assumed a whole 
human nature, he must have been incapable of death, 
which consists in the dissolution of the union between 
the material and spiritual parts of the human frame. 
The death of Jesus was, in every essential point, like 
the death of other men. "Father," said he, "into 
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diy hands I cmnmend my sipmU And having said 
this^ he yielded up the ghost." 

Nor are we to conceive of our Lord's incarnation^ 
as merely the ccnnmunication to the man Christ Jesiis 
oi a divine influence^ siqperior in its nature^ larger' in 
its measure^ more constant in its operation, and more 
permanoit in its continuance, than was ever conferred 
on any* other man ; the language of scripture neces- 
Siaiily involves in it the idea of personal union.-— '^ The 
word wad- made flesh" — ^'God was manifest in flesh ♦." 

The- human nature thus assumed by our Lord into 
union with his divine person, was completely free 
i^om moral stain. Jesus was " such an high-priest as 
became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate 
firom sinners." But while the humanity of our Saviour 
was perfectly holy, it was subject to all those ilifirmi- 
ties which, though in themselves sinless, are in other 
men the consequences of transgressicms. He was liable 
to pain and sickness, sorrow and death. Ife thus 
took on him not only the form of a servant, but the 
nature of a man ; not only the nature of a man, but 
the likeness of a sinner. 

But though our Lord so ^assumed human nature as 
that the '* word became flesh," yet were not his two 
natures confounded or commingled. Though it had 
been posaable for the human and divine natures to have 
been commingled in the person of Chrkt, it would not 
have imswered the design of his incarnation ; for in this 
case, our Redeemer, instead of being of the nature of 
God imd of man, and thus a fit Mediator between 
them, would have been of a nature different from 

*'l Tim. iii. 16.^-1 quote this passage, '<Ood was manifest in 
fle^,?* MLy persuaded that suchistthe trae reading. The Chris, 
tian schdar wiB find^a most satisfactofy exposure of the insufficiency 
o£ the gnmndf on vAdch Griesbach rejects 0i0( from the text, in Dx 
Lawrence** Remarks on Grietbach^s CUunfication of MSS, 
A 2 
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10 TUCKATCKK OF THE lord's SUPPER* [Part K> 

both. But that man must have very gross, and un- 
worthy ideas of the eternal and independent Spirit, 
who can for a mcmient suppose that he can be com- 
mingled with material and created essences. 

And as there is not> as there could not be^ any mix- 
ture of our Lord's natures^ so ndther is there any 
thing like mutual conversatm. The divine nature does 
not become human^ the human nature does, not be- 
come divine, in the person of the incarnate Son of God. 
Divinity cannot be converted into humanity, for im-f 
mutability forms one of its essential attributes. He 
who is God can never cease to be God; for he is ''the- 
Father of lights, with whcmi there is no variableness^ 
nor shadow of turning." Humanity cannot be conv«rt— 
ed into divinity. That which was bom yesterday, can 
never become independent and eternal ; that which is^ 
limited, cannot become infinite. The human and di- 
vine natures in the person of Christ continue for ever 
distinct, each possessed of its peculiar and incommu- 
nicable attributes. 

Yet while the humanity and the divinity of our- 
Saviour are for ever distinct, they are, as ex-^ 
isting in him, inseparably united, and constitute 
but one person. '' God was manifest in flesh. He 
who was in the beginning was made of a woman.. 
He whose goings forth have been of old, firom^ 
everlasting, was bom in Bethlehem. He who was of 
the seed of David according to the flesh, is God over 
all, blessed for ever. He by whom God made die 
worlds, and who uphdds all things by the word of 
his power, .purged our ^s with his own blood *." 



* 1 Tim. iiL 16.' John i. 1. GaL iv. 4, Mic. v. 8. Horn. i. 8. ix. 5. 

H^ L 2, 3 The doctrine of scripture with respect to the incar. 

nation, is very happily expressed by the Council of G h alcedo n , . who^ 
teach that.the divine and human natures ifere in the person of ourc 
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These doctrines, with req>eet to the natures of ChriBt, 
and their union in his person, are by no means what 
some have considered them, sdiolastic niceties, or mat^ 
ters oi doubtful disputation ; '^ they are," to use the 
la^mMge of a learned writer, '' certain and necessary 
truths, without which we cannot interpret the sacred 
icripture, nor understand the history of our Saviour */' 

'^ This bread is my body-^-4his cup is my Uood." 
Tl^se are the words of the eternal Son of God. 
^^ Great without controversy is this mystery of godli* 
less t" Let us4H>ntanplate it with devout admiratiwor 
and iearveat gratitude. ^^ He who was in the form of 
God, and thought it no robbery to be equal with God, 
empties himself, takes on him the form of a servant, 
md is found in fa^on as a man !" Astonishing con- 
desc^ision 1 The angelic hosts Hand confounded at this 
voluntary abasranent ; they '* desire to look into it ;" 
and every new discovery produces deeper wonder, 
and calls jforth louder Halleluiahs. And should we 
be unaflfected— ^ould we be silent, who are so deep*- 
ly interested in this miracle of kindness } Surely no^ 
'* Our spirits will magnify the Lord, our souls will be 
l^ad in God our Saviour." Our hearts will adore, and 
our lips praise him. 

This is the true dignity of human nature. Man is 
now made higher than die angels. " Human flesh,*' 
to borrow the energetic language of a truly great man, 
*' has become adorable as the tru^ Schechinah, ther 
everlasting palace of the supreme Majesty^ wherein the 
fiilness of the Grodhead dwelleth bodily, the most holy 
shrine of the divinity, the orb of inaccessible light, as 

Laid united, i^uyx^"* mthoot commixture, ar^iVTus without con- ^ 
itsAm^ aimi^irats undividedly, «;^*>^i0-t«$ inseparably. 

* Bp. PeanoD ; to whom I am much ijidebted in the illustratioa^^ 
botli dP this and. the suoceeding particular. 
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this, and more than all this, if more could be expres- 
sed, or if we could explain that text, ''the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt amongst us *.'^ 

II. In the Lord's Supper we have an emblematical * 
refNresentation of the sufferings and death of the incar* 
nate Son of God. " This is my bodjgtoeit,'' or as the 
apostle Paul relates our Lcnrd's w<x'ds, '' hnJten for you. 
This cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is 
shed for you." The breaking of the bread and the 
pouring out of the wine, figuratively represent the se* 
vere sufferings and violent death of our Saviour. As 
the divine nature is not susceptible of pain, the Sa* 
viour could sufer only m, his human nature. '' Christ 
suffered for us in the fleshy" The Deity, who is im- 
mutable, cannot suffer dumge ; nor can that essence^ 
''which alone hath immortality," become subject to 
death. Yet still it is true, that He who is God suffer- 
ed and died ; — not that the divinity c^ Christ was pas«^ 
sible and mortal, any more than hib humanity was im-^ 
mutable or eternal, but because the Son of God was 
also the son of man, he was at the same time, though 
in different respeds, passible and mortal, immutable and 
eternal ; — passible and mortal in respect of his huma- 
nity — ^immutable and eternal in respect qf his divmity. 
There is much that is wonderful, much that is incom- 
prehensible here : but there is nothing that is self-con« 
tradictory, nothing that is incredible. 

While the sufferings of our Lord were necessarily 
confined to his human nature, they were, in both of its 
constituent parts, in the highest conceivable degree in- 
tense and severe. In his body he felt weariness and 
languor, hunger and thirst, sickness and pain. " His 
visage was more marred than any man's, and his form 
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than the sons of men." How Aarp' must have been 
the pain produced by the merciless. Romim scourge, 
when ^'the plowers plowed upon his back>. and made 
Icsag their furrows !" We shudder to think o^ ti^e ex« 
cess rtP agony occasioned by forcibly wreathing ^e 
crown of thorns around his bleeding temples ; and 
though the spear^ directed by wanton barbarity^ inflict* 
ed no pain on the breathless corpse which it wounded, it 
wasfar odierwise, when large bolts of rugged iron were 
&rdbly dxtyen through the hands and the feet, parts 
mdued with the> keenest sensibility ; and the whole 
weight of the body suspended for some hours on these 
nangled wounds. 

But ^ough the words in the tex^ and the emblems 
m the Lc»*d's supper, lead us more directly to reflect 
<m the bodily suffenngs of our Lord^ '^ the breaking o^ 
his body and the shedding o( his blood," yet by that 
Cgur& of speech by winch a part is^utfor the whol&— 
what is seen for whatis unseen — ^we are to considerbotix 
the one and the other as repres^iting the whole of the 
Saviour's passion. He suffered in his soul, as well as 
in his body. Indeed^ to use the expressive, though 
somewhat quaint language c^.an old divine, " the suf-» 
ferings- of; his sotil w^e the soul^ of his sufferings." 
— ^' The spirit of a man can sustain his in£brmity ; but 
a wounded spirit, who can bear ?" Evil apprehended 
as future, tormented his soul with feai^ ; — evil felt as 
present, tormented it with sadness, and sorrow, and 
anguish. 

Of the nature and extent of our Lord*8 mental suf- 
ferings, we are able ta form but very indistinct ideas. 
But the aw^lly energetic language which is used in 
describing them, is sufficient. to convince us, that they 
exceeded not only all that we can experience, but all 
that we can conceive. " He began to be sorrowful," 
says Matthew ; " he began to be sore amazed," says 
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Mark ; ''^hc began to be very heavy," say both diese 
Evangelists. I do not know that our translators oottld 
have found more appropriate and expressive terms in 
our language than those which they have employed ; 
y^ powerful as they are, they come fSur short of the 
oiergy of the original phrases. Tliey are explained by 
one who well knew their force, as representing him as 
'* on a sudden possessed with horror and amazement ; 
encompassed with grief, and overwhelmed with 8C»w 
row ; pressed' down with consternation and dejection 
of mind ; tormented with anxiety and disquietude of 
spuritV 

If the language of the Evangelist be expressive, still 
more fearfully significant, are the words of our Lord 
himself: " My soul is exceeding sorrowful^ even unto 
death." What dreadfulr emphasis is here ! I am 
sorrowful — my soul is sorrowful — my soul is exceeding 
sorrowful — ^my soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unlo 
death. And 1^ it not be foi^otten, that he who thus 
heaps superlative upon superlative in expressing his 
own anguish, was, as all his history proves, distinguish- 
ed not less by magnanimity than by mildness, — not 
more by activity in duty, than by patience in suffierin^. 
Again and again, ''with strong crying and tears, he 
made supplication to him who was able to save him," for 
deliverance, if it was possible^ from the sorrows of that 
hour. And, as if his cries^and tears w^e not suffi— 
cient evidence of his inward sufferings, the innumerable 
pores of his'body pour forth a still more lively repre* 
sentation^ of the bitter anguish of his soul. '' Being in 
an agony^, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was 
as it were great drops of blood falling down to th^* 



* Matth. XX vi. 37. Mark xiv. 33. — Pearson^s note on these pas- 
sages is well worth the notice of the pious critical reader of the Nem 
Tegtament. Oh ihe Cr€cdy p. 198. fol. Lond. 1676. 
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ground." The heart of our Saviour was as it were 
''mehed like wax in the midst of his bowels," and all 
the parts of his body inflamed with anguish and agony. 
But time would fail us, to tell what he suffered firomhis 
infernal and human foes; what he suffered from his 
friends; and, severest of all his agonies ! what he suf- 
ieted from- his Father. That was a loud and exceed- 
ing bitter cry, '^ ^y God, my God ! why hast thou 
forsaken me?"^ 

These sufferings were sufferings unto death. The 
body is not only bruised, but broken ; the blood is 
poured out till the vital, current has^ ceased to flow. 
'^ He became obedient to death, even the death of the- 
eross." His course of suffering did not terminate tiU^ 
the constituent parts of his human nature were dis^ 
united ; nor did he rest, from his toils, till he fell asleep> 
in death. 

Siich is the scene of suffering and death emblematic 
•ally represented to us iu/the Lord's. Supper. Thus 
did the Saviour suffer and die. He suffered in his- 
body by infirmities and external injuries — ^in his soul-. 
by fears and sorrows, by unknown and inexpressible 
agonies. Thfs emblems are expressive, but they^ are 
not too expressive ; they fall short, infinitely short of a. 
complete representation : for, ^^ if sorrows and agonies, 
if stripes and buffetings, if condemnation and cruci- 
fixion be suffering, Jesus suffered. If. the infirmities 
rf our nature, if the weight of our sins, if the malice 
flf man, if the machinations of Satan, if the hand of' 
God could make him suffer, our Saviour suffered* !'* 

What an astonishing scene is here, my brethren 1 
Turn aside, and behold this great sight. The incar- 
nate Son of God toiling and weeping, bleeding and 
ipng ! " Behold €rod accused by men of blasphemy. 
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the eternal wisdom aspersed with foDy, truth itseif im- 
pleaded of imposture^ essential love made guilty of mis- 
chief, and supreme goodness styled a malefactor ; infi- 
nite ipower beat down and trampled on by impotent 
malice ; the Judge of all the world, the fountain of all 
authority and right, arraigned, condemned, and execu- 
ted, for injustice ;- the- desire of all Yiations rejected by 
his own countrymen and-kindred f the joy of paradise^ 
whose smile brightens the glories of the blessed, over- 
whelmed with grief, uttering lamentable groans, tortu- 
red with grievous agonies — ^the very heart of God bleed- 
ing, and the sole Author of -life expiring *." All this 
tJie words of institution, and the sacred symbols, are 
intended and calculated to suggest to the understand-^ 
ing, and to impress upon the heart. 

III. In the Lord*^ supper, we have an emblematical 
representation ofthafnCcmement i&p the Wn^^m^n, which 
the incarnate S9J1 of God' made by his sufferings and 
death. " Thia is my body given" or devoted *' for you .• 
— Xi^ cup is the new testament in my blood, which is 
shed^br you ;" i. e^ the blood of the expiatcnry victini, 
by which the new covenant of grace and^ salvation is 
ratified and confirmed. There can be no reasonable 
dbubt, that these expressions of our Lord are borrow- 
ed from the sacrificial language of the Jews> and inti- 
mate this important trutli, that his human nature was 
presented to God in our stead, as a sin-ofiering, to ob- 
tain for us the pardon of our sin, restoratipa to the di- 
vine favour and image> and the enjoyment of. everlast- 
ing happiness. 

This doctrine of our L'ord^s vicarious and expiatory 
sacrifice, is one of the first principles of our most holy 
faith. Remove it, and you rob Christianity at once of 

• BaiTow. 
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almost all its peculiarity and glory* Remove it^ tmd 
the Mosaic ritual appears not only burdensome^ but un. 
meaning. Raoaove it^ and the Christian system becomes 
a mass of inconsistency and confusion. Remove it^ and 
jou overturn the foundation of human hope^ and in^ 
volve the prospect of eternity in the ** blackness of 
darkness." 

The substitution of our Lord is a doctrine which un- 
{Hrejudiced reason naturally deduces from the facts con«- 
nected with the dispensation of mercy to mankind. 
We perceive an infinitely just andmercif\il God, inflict^ 
ing sufferings, unparalleled in their number- and? seve.. 
rity, on a person perfectly innocent, infinitely merito- 
rious. We see the same God dispensing pardon and 
salvation to the guilty and depraved. How then is 
the justice of God, to say nothing of his goodness, 
to be vindicated in these dispensations, but on the 
supposition of transference of guilt in the one <;ase, and 
of merit in the otiier \ We have been told, indeed, that 
the humble life, the severe sufferings, and the accurs- 
ed death of the Son of God, were intended merely as 
attestations of the truth of his doctrines and the divi- 
nity of his mission, and as illustrations of the passive 
virtues of fcnrtitude and patience in the most trying 
circumstances. We willingly concede that these ends 
were gained by our Saviour's incarnation, sufferings, 
and death ; but they were not the only, they were not 
the principal designs of these most astonishing events. 
That these confessedly important objects -were gained 
by these means, is most true ; but we must renounce 
our belief in the moral perfections of the divine cha- 
racter, before we can persuade ourselves, that the plain- 
est princifdes of justice were violated, to obtain these 
blessings £br men. The only satisfactory account of 
these wonders, is to be found in the scriptural doctrinejs , 
of substitution, and expiation v. 
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We are not left, however, to deduce this principle 
from other £sicts hy a train of reasoning, however diort 
and conclusive. It is revealed in scripture with a dear* 
nets and an abundance of evidence corresponding to 
its importance. '^ The Lord laid on him the iniquitie»- 
•f us all. Scarcely for a righteous man' will one die^. 
yet perad venture for a good man some would even dare 
to die,;, but herein God commendeth his love to us^ in 
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us- 
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law^, 
having been made a curse for us. He himself bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree." 

Let us endeavour to collect the force of these pasaa* 
ges of scripture, the number of which might easily be 
increased, into one short arguments He who Buffers 
the punishment to which.another is obnoxious, in order 
that that person may escape punishment, suffers in his 
stead. No person who understands the meaning of die 
terms, will question the truth of this proposition. Noir 
this is a plam statement of thedoctrine of scripture^e*^ 
specting Qurist and sinners. That our Lord endured 
the sufferings to which sinners were obnoxious, is as 
dear as language can make it. '^ He bare our sins.. 
He was made a sin-offering in our roomy — ^e chastise* 
ment of our peace was upon him." That he under* 
went these sufferings that men might be delivered frcm^ 
them, is equally obvious. " He was made a sin-offer- 
ing in our stead, that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him. By his stripes we are healed. 
He gave himself for us, a sacrifice and an off*ering, that 
he might bring us to God." 

Indeed, though the enemies of the doctrine or our 
Lord's atoning sacrifice were to succeed in their favou- 
rite work of expunging or explaining away all those 
passages of the holy scriptures, which directly teach it, 
their labour woiild be in a great, measure lost, for it is 
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interwoven throughout the whide contexture^ both of 
the law and the gospeL Like the ancient artist who 
•o inscribed his name on the temple he built^ that it 
was impossible to erase the one without destroying the 
other^ the great Author of revelation has so constructed, 
Ibe revealed system^ that without a total relinquish-^ 
ment of its authority, it is impossible, with any de^ 
gree of consistency, to deny the vicarious nature and 
expiatory efficacy of the sufferings and death of Jesus. 
So long as the Lord's supper continues in the church;.: 
so long as the words of institution are repeated, and 
the instituted symbols displayed; there shall never be 
wanting to the church a dear demonstration, that the 
death of Christ asa sacrifice for sin,, was* a doctrine of* 
the primitive age of Christianity. 

Hie truth which we^ have now^ been considering^ 
eompletes the important propositi<»i, of which we con*^ 
ttder the Lord's supper as an emblematical representa* 
tion. And of all the wonderful truths which it im* 
plies^ this is questionless the most wonderful. That 
the Son of God should become incarnate, is strange; 
that the incarnate Son of God. should suffer and die, is 
still stranger ; but most strange of all is the fact, 
that the incarnate Son of Grod ishould suffer and die in. 
the room of sinful men, to obtain their salvation.. 
"O the 4epth, both of the wisdom and of the knowledge 
of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and: 
^ ways past finding out !" 

But while we are amazed with the strangeness, and; 
confounded by the grandeur of the truths thus taught, 
us, let us rejoice that the proposition is not more strange 
and overwhelming, thim true and consolatory. 

The view which we have now taken of the Lord's 
supper, as an emblematical representation of the lead- 
ing principles of the Christian system, is calculated to 
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suggest to the reflecdng mind^ much impcnrtant prac- 
tical truths m reference to the proper mode of ob- 
serving this hcdy ordinance. The IahxI's supper teaches 
by emblems^ what the preaching of the gospel teaclies 
.in express terms ; and our duty in reference to both is 
substantially the same — to yield a ready assent to the 
&uthfr made known^ and a hearty acquiescence in the 
phm of salvation exhibited^-<'«nd to cherish a state of 
teeling corresponding to this assent and acquiescence. 
It is ever to be remembered^ that a mere mental con- 
templation of the truths emblematically represented^ is 
by no means all that is required, m order to observing^ 
the Lord's supper with acceptance and advantage. 
Something more is necessary. We must not merely 
survey with attention l^e symbolical representati<»i>'^ 
we must take a part in it — ^we must '^ take-*and eat." 
4n other words, we must rely on the atoning sacrifice of 
the incarnate, sufi'mng<, and dying Saviour far salva- 
tion. This is ^^to eat die flesh, and to drink the blood 
of the Son of man ;" and without this there can be no 
fellowship with him in his righteousness and grace. As 
it is not enough for our salvation, diatthe Son of God 
has become incarnate, suffered, and died, as an atcHi- 
ing sacrifice, unless we, by believing the record of 
God, " set to our seal that God is true ;" so it is not 
enough in order to worthy communicating, that we ad- 
mit the general truth of these principles, — we must 
also receive '^Christ Jesus" as thus exhibited, ^^made of 
God to us wisdoni, righteousness, sanctification, and 
JSedemption.'^ 
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DISCOURSE 11. 

THE DESIGN AND OBLIGATION OF THE LORD'S 
SUPPER. 



LUKK ZXII. 19. 
This do in remembrance of me. 

X HB recital of these words is calculated to call up in 
the mind a train of recollection peculiarly solenm^ inte- 
restingy and instructive. Retracing in imagination^ 
guided by fiiith^ the ages which are long since gone 
by, we find orurselves transported to the land of Pa- 
le8tine^-46 die city of Jerusalem. An imusual stillness 
reigns in the streets of the holy city : for the descen- 
dants of Abraham^ assembled from the most distant parts 
of the land of promise, are now celebrating the feast 
of the passover, in commemoration of Jehovah's good- 
ness to their fathers, in deUvei^ing them from the bon- 
dage of Egypt Along the inmost deserted streets^ a 
small company of Jews are perceived passing with 
hurried step ; and foUowing them, we soon enter a 
large upper chamber, where all due preparation is made 
br their observing the sacred festival. 

The company is small, but it is select. Judging ftam 
external appearances, we should conclude that it was 
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composed of obscure individuals^ of the lower orders of 
society. Yet in truth it is an assemblage^ with but one 
exception^ of the most dignified and worthy personages 
who ever trode the theatre of our world. There is one 
fiur elevated above the rest, by the dignity of his nature, 
the perfection of his character, and the importance of 
his office. His name among men is Jesus of Nazareth. 
By nature he is the Son of God; by office, the Saviour 
of mankind. His attendants form a motley group ;— 
men of different dispositions, educations, and habits ; 
men at this 4ime obscure and unnoticed, but destined 
soon to become illustrious, as the chief agents in esta^ 
l)lishing Christianity in the world. 

The purpose for which they were met, was of itself 
<^alculated to produce in a devout mind a solemnity of 
feeling ; and the minds of the disciples were more than 
iisually agitated, by the intimation which their Mastet 
iad lately given them of a scene of extreme sufferings in 
"which for their sakes he was soon to be involved. Thitt 
impressive i^nce which such a state of mind naturally 
produces, was at last broken by the Saviour in these im^ 
pressive words : ''With desire have I desired to eat 
this passover with you before I suffer ; for I say unto 
you, I will not any more eat thereof, till it be ful* 
'filled in the kingdom of God." During the pascal feast, 
he discoursed with them of the decease he was about to 
accomplish ; and at its conclusion, taking tJie cup of 
thanksgiving, he gives it to the disciples, sa3dng, 
'' Take this, and divide it among yourselves ; for I say 
unto you, that I shall no more drink of the fruit of the 
vine, till I drink it new with you in the kingdom of 
God." 

Such were the interesting circttmistances in which the 
holy ordinance of the Lord's supper was instituted. 
To form, however, any adequate idea of the solemni*- 
ty and intereet of the scene, we must look farther than 
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outward appearances ; we must take a view of the va- 
tied feelings which then agitated the Saviour's heart. 
The doud of sorrow which had darkened all his days, 
luid now asstimed a portentous Uackness, and threaten- 
«d immediately to pour forth its wrathful contents on 
his devoted head. To his comprehensive mind^ the 
vhole scene of his sufferings lay full disclosed. Hie 
treachery of Judas, and the cowardice of the rest of 
the disciples, the insults of the populace, and lli^ 
tniekies of the soldiers, the systematic malignity of 
the Homan governor, the diame of the scourge, and 
the pain of the cross, "flic dereliction of divine com« 
Hatts, and the inflictions of £vine wrath ; — all these, 
and a thousand other terrific anticipations, were pre* 
sent to his thoughts. 

Possessed of an acuteness of sensibility propcniioned 
te the power of his ^mderstanding^ *the Saviour, even 
then, must have been subjected to a degree of suffer* 
ing, ineffable, inconceivable. It might have been ex* 
pected that personal suffering so severe, should have 
occupied all his thoughts ; and that the sorrows of an 
hour so awful, should have precluded all S3rmpathy 
with the comparatively slight afHicticHis of his friends. 
But rising above the difficulties of his situation, with a 
magnanimity altogether godlike, he seems to forget 
his own sufferings, and occupies himself chiefly in al« 
leviadng the griefs of his disconsolate followers. Such 
were the circumstances, and such the feelings of the Sa- 
viour, when he instituted the ordinance of the Supper. 

In that night in which he was to fall a victim to 
the treachery of a professed friend, and the ftury of 
open enemies ; to en 'are the united pressmre of hu* 
man malignity, diabolical rancour, and divine wrath ; 
in that night, ever attentive to the happiness of hia 
people, the Saviour took bread. Lifting up his heart 
with his hands to God in the heavens, he gave thanks 
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in the near prospect of the ccmipleted redemption of 
the world. And when he had thus given thanks^ he 
brake the breads and distributed it among his weeping 
attendants, whose bosoms must have throbbed with a 
strange mingled emotion of wonder^ and gratitude^ and 
a<nrrow^ and love. In like manner, he presented them 
with the cup, after a second benediction. These aom 
lemn and endearing acticms he accompanied with words 
not less solemn and endearing. '^This is my body 
whidi is given for you. This is the new testament in 
my blood, which is shed for you. This do in remem- 
brance of me." 

In this most affecting scene, the aposdes ci'ova: Lord 
are not the only persmis who are interested. In the 
redeeming love^ in the atoning sacrifice of the Son ci 
God, we have an interest as deep as they. The ordi- 
nance then instituted was intended to be perpetual ; 
and the command which is the subject of discourse^ is 
addressed to us as well as to them. ^' As often as ye 
eat this bread, and drink this cup," says an apostle, 
'^ ye do shew the Lord's death until he come."— ^As 
we have, in the good providence of God, the near 
l^ospect of observing the Lord's suj^r, I conceive 
our time at present can scarcely be more appropriate- 
ly, useftdly, and agreeably employed, than in, 

L Attending to the import of our Lord's commimd, 
^ This do in remembrance of me ;" and, 

II. Considering the obligations under which Chris- 
tians lie to comply with this command. 

L The command of our Lord, " This do in remem- 
brance of me," may be ccmsidered in two points of 
view : as intimating the design of the Lord's supper ; 
and as teaching us the manner in which it ought to be 
observed. Let us shortly attend to these two views 
•f the text 
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1 jf^ The command, '* This do in remembrance of 
me," intimates the design of the Lord's supper. It is 
intended to connmemorate the Saviour. To perpetuate 
the memory of illustrious men and important ev^itSj 
various methods have been adopted by mankind. One 
of Ae most common of these has been to institute a 
fertival, stated or occasional. Festivals of this kind 
have usually formed a part of the religious worship of 
those among whom they existed. They were nume- 
rous among the Pagan nations, and have found a j^aoe 
in both those divine di^nsations, the Mosaic and the 
Christian, of which the Scriptures give us a detailed 
account *. Under the farmer, there were a variety of 
feasts, sudi as the Passover, Pentecost, &c. comme- 
movative of remarkable national blessings. Under the 
latter, we have the Lord's, supper, in cmnmemoration 
of the redemption of mankind by the death of the Son 
•f God- 

That this event wdl deserves to be commemorated, 
who can doubt ? If the display at once of all the more 
amiable, and all the more awfbl virtues of which hu- 
man nature is susceptible, the most exalted piety and 
die most fervent benevolence, the most tender pity and 
Ae most undaunted ^srtihide ; — if the illustration of 
die Tories of the Divinity, and the vindication of the 
honours of his law j-^if the deHveranoe a£ countess 
minions from moral degmdatJcm attd ineoticeivaMe 
misery, and their elevation to a state &i per^sct purity 
•nd everlasting happiness ^^if these ought not to be 
finrgotteii, it is most meet that the ^eath o£ Jesus, in 
whkh all thebse virtues were (Msplayed^ by whi<^ all 



• Hie ftrong evidence of the truth of ChrUtiMiitj, which may be 
wnced from the genetal prevalence of nt^h^an mstittttion as the 
l«d'a ^i^er in the Christinn chm^ from ihcreariictt ages, is ad. 
Bliaiay ilhi4ti»ted in LesUe's Shtfrtafid Ba^f J(fe^ pith th9 DOth. 
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Aese events were oocompUshed, should be h^ in 
^verlastiti^ remtoibranoe. 

That a particiilar iastitution 8houldl>e required to 
.pres^vethememcHy of an. event so illustrious^ will not 
affeajt strange to him who has reflected widi care on 
the present state «f hiiman nature. When a sinner first 
obtainis^ a:nd kiMy#s iSlat he has obtained^ an interest 
in the blessings procured by the sufierings and death 
of Jesus ; when he begins '^ to camprehend widi aB 
sainta^ "what is.ihe h^ht^ and depths and lengthy and 
hopead^^ and to know ihe lore of Christy which pass- 
eth knowledge/' so deeply do the Redeemer's ezcel*- 
lencies and benefits impress his h^ot^ that to £nrg«t 
jEiiM seems an event scarcely wilhin the limits of po»- 
sibflity. Witjb a heirt all gik>wing with admiestkiSy 
4ind gratitude/ and lore^ he adopts the lai^u^e.of the 
ij^imis atid patriotic^ Ptialmist^ when weigping ove^: the 
ruins of the temple of his God^ and the desol^Mdiis'^ 
hi» f^ers' sepuldiKesy and appUes them to a ^siiiC|ect 
stiJil mcj?-e ititeresliiig; "If I forget tfcee," O JesiM, 
^fiet my right hand fpiget bar cunniiig: let my tdngve 
•c^ve to iheitQ(^^^^ my mouth, if I pnefer llieeiiiot 
jabov<9 my lehiefjoyA But the imperfections of oar «fe> 
- ture fe^hid mek jait leleyated state io£ devbtiontsbfeeHi^ 
t^ be p«rj^|«al.: atrftmndaBjgiofcjecAa : steai^awJgr tt& 
tluH^b^ «i»d'tbe.iiffiGfitioB8 fr^n-theEavifeite, oand tvi4 
.^ p^n mH a|if:;Wje« jbadneveb ktovot hisiv^e* . Matt 
yfUfi^i tbiEQa^; ^ wielil as mo8t:gracSDQ^yy Hod ,the-B»- 
^ic«ir,j " iwh<> toowBi<9u:tJ^p^imj^ aiidrreipeskilaei» 
4u^t>"-appoimfA|)%riliTaIinstittttl8n;i.by :whidiiiav.»ft 
;fectio»ilM;e r^nlembisfiiSie of im dgring lotte linight ^im 
perpetuated among his followers to the most distant 
ages. . . ..,,.. ^ , ^^ • , ■ . '^ * 

TTie ordiiia^cie of tteXord's supper is wdft ic^Leu^ 
lated to anfhKrer the «iid f^ which it Va^ iii^it^^t^. 
•The' whole of thifiiisdt^fion is emblematical,^ aii3^the 
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symbols empl^ed are at once simple and significant. 
Qar smises ate called in to the aid of our faith, and 
"Christ Jesus is evidently set forth crucified." 

As the bread is broken in order to its beii^ ealen, 
•«HM> was our Redeemer ^' wounded for our transgres- 
aons, and bruised for our iniquities/' As the wine is 
poured out in order to its.being drunk, so was the blood 
of the Saviour ^^ shed for ibe remission of sins to many." 
The actions are equally significant with the. elements. 
The giving the elements into the hands of t^ receiv* 
ers, is emblematical of the Father's gift of his, Son^ and 
the Son's gift of himself to his people ; ^and t^eir Te- 
ception of the elements is significant of that >p^sonal 
reliance on the Saviour, and thiit personal inteivst in^ 
bis blessings, which characterize all true beliefVers, and 
which in scripture are represented as.an;^^ eating t^ 
flesh and drinking ihe blood of tbe Son of God." > 

But while we consider the Lord's supper as ^idani- 
memorative, while we acknowledge that it is a necessft- 
ry and most suitable memorial, let us never forget tbiait 
it IS nothing more than a memorial. In tite supper 
of the Lord there is no new sacrifice offered, to ^hhj^ 
core the forgiveness of sin, and the salvation of the 
souL This ordinance is not a sacrifice, but a feast 
upon a saorifice. It is not tbe repetition of the atone* 
mettt made on Mount Calviory, butjC»ily)itS8ymbolioal 
representation. The perfection of the Eedeemer's sa* 
crifiee precluded the necessity ofits repetition. ' ^^ Ondst 
was once offered to bear liie sins of many ;" and all 
^t remains fyr us, is by faidi to refy. dn this all.^6r«- 
ftct sacrifice, to improve it for the purposes of holiness 
and comfort, and by observing ihe ordinance lOf tb§ 
Lord's supp^, to yield our feeble assistance to rej!nder 
its memory permanent an^ong mankind, and influent 
&A on our own tempers and condivet. ^ ' 

-^, The command of o»r Lord^ f^*!^ doinire^ 
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membrance of me^" teaches us the manner m wbidi 
the ordinance of the Lord's supper should be observed. 
We have seen that the Lord's supper is intended to be 
a memorial of Christ It follows of course^ that he 
who engages in it^ should view it in this point of light, 
and have his mind wholly occupied with affectionate 
recollections of the Saviour. To remember Christ is 
by no means to be considered as merely an occasioii- 
al duty^ to which the Christian is called only when he 
enjoys an (^portunity of observing the Lord's supper. 
/^Whatsoever he does^ whether in word or in deed, 
he does all in the name of the Lord Jesus^ giving 
thanks to God the Fathar^ through him." '' He al- 
ways bears about in the body the dying of the Lord 
Jesus^ that the life also of Jesus may be made mani- 
fest in his body." Yet it is certainly the duty 6f the 
Christian^ when he engages in this holy ordinance^ to 
fix his mind with peculiar intensity on the recollec- 
tions of his Saviour^ and to stir up within him aU 
those pious affections, which these recollections are cal- 
culated to awaken. There are here two inquiries which 
deserve our notice. What are those recollections which 
on such an occasion should occupy our thoughts? and 
what are those dispositions of heart with which these 
recollections should be accompanied? In otha* wards, 
whai about Christ are we to remember ? and haw «re 
we to remember him ? 

(1.) The grand object of our remembrance is with- 
out doubt, Jesus Christ-^** This do in remembrance 
of ME." And what about our Redeemer are we to re- 
member? We are to remember who he is. The only- 
begotten and beloved Son of God;*^" the brightness of 
his Father's glory, and the express image of his per- 
-son;" — ^the Creator and Lord of angels; — ^the preserver 
and governor of the universe ; — ^^ in the form of Ged» 
and thinking it no robbary to be equal with God ;«-« 
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God over all, blessed for erer." A recollection of hit 
original dignity, is necessary to our forming just con- 
ceptions of the depth of his condescension, the efficacy 
of his atonement, and the greatness of his love. 

We are to remember what he became for us.— -'^ The 
Word was made fledi, and dwelt among us. God was 
jnanifest in flesh. Verily he took not hold of angels, 
but be took hold of the seed of Abraham : forasmudi 
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also took part of the same." Astonishing condescen- 
sion ! '^ The. mighty God," a feeble babe! ''The 
Father of Eternity," a child, whose duration is mea* 
tared by days and years I 

We are to remember what he did.-— ''He did no sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth. He did always 
the things which pleased the Father. He went about 
doing good, healing diseases, and teaching the people. 
He finished the work which die Father gave him to do." 

We are to remember what he said. We are to think 
of the many " gracious words which proceeded out of 
Us mouth ;" which made even unbelievers to marvel, 
and acknowledge that "never man spake like this man." 
We are to call to mind " the glad tidings of great joy" 
which he proclaimed, the doctrines which he taught, 
and the laws which he promulgated. We ought espe- 
cially to remember, the precious instructions and con- 
sdations which he administered to his disciples imme- 
diately after die original institution of die Lord's sup- 
per ♦. 

* I must heie be permitted to remark by the way, that few exer- 
dief are, by the Messing of God, better calculated to prepare us for 
egmmunicating, than a careful and devotional perusal of those dis* 
courses recorded in the fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, and seven- 
teenth chapters of the Gospel by John. These chapters not only fur- 
nish us with proper subjects of meditation when at the table of Jesus ; 
but they breathy sp pure and ferrent a spirit of piety apd benevolence, 
as, could we but catch a portion o{ it, would mak« us i^t once accep* 
taJble and haj^y communicants. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



so THB DBSION AMD OBLIGATION [Part I* 

We aiB to renaember what he fiuffered: What he 
sixSkred from God^ fixmi deyHa, from men> both his 
frjemk andhis eBemies : "what he sufiered m his bodj^ 
in his sottl^ in his r^mtaticm^ in hta external drcum- 
stances. We are to recollect how infinitely varied^ 
how incmiceivably severe^ how awMly violent,-^hoiv^ 
early in their comxnencem^it^ how close in their suc- 
cession^ howx)ermanent in their continuance^ were hi« 
sofierings. 

We fu-e to remember that he died^ and how he diecL 
We are never to forget that his death was that of « 
traitor and blasf^emer, a felon and a slave^ — exqui- 
sitely painful^ peculiarly shameful^ divinely accursed* 
And while we recollect the Saviour's sufferings and 
c^th^ we must net be unmindful of their cause. Use- 
less are the tears of mere human 83nnpathy for the sor- 
rows of the Saviour. We must remember how deeply 
we are interested in these sufferings ; that his body- 
was broken^ and his blood shed £ot our benefit^ and in 
our stead ; that " he was wounded fbr our transgres* 
sions^ bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisement of 
our peace was upcm him^ and that by his stripes we 
are healed." 

We are to rem^nber the important consequences of 
his su'flferingB and death. And what are these ? The 
sins of an elect world expiated^ the wrath of tile Al- 
mighty appeased^ the demands of justice answered, 
the honours of the divine character secxured^ the rights 
of the divine government vindicated, the everlasting 
covenant ratified, the gates of paradise unfolded, 
'' peace on earth, and good- will towards men," rapture 
to the angelic millions, and ^' glory to God in the 
highest." But this is an endless theme. 

I (»ily add, that we are to remember what Jesus h 
now doing, and will yet do for us. We are to com- 
memorate the death of Christ as the defith of Mfpa who 
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^ was once dead^ but is ndwalive^ and liveth for ever* 
more^ and has ^e keys of hell and deadb'' We are to 
remember liiat ^^he is ascended up fiur above all hea^ 
vms, and set down for ever on. the right hand of the 
M^sty on high ;" exalted ^ £ur above all principalis 
ties^ and powers, and thrones, and dominions, and 
every name whidi can be named, either in thiis world 
or that which is to come /' that the difference in his 
drcuitistances, has caused no alteration in his afiec- 
tioBS ; that he loves his people with im unabated and 
unehangeabte attachment ; that as he bled for them 
aa earth, so he interced)es for them in heaven ; that he 
is preparii^ a place for than, and that ^'he will come 
agmn and t^e them to himself, that where he is, there 
they may be also." Such are some of the recollections 
which ought to employ tl^ mind of the Christian, 
when eating bread and drinking wine in remem- 
brance of his Saviour. 

(2.) Let us now riiortly inquire how we are to re- 
member the Saviour, or what are those dispositions with 
which our recollections respecting Christ should be ac- 
companied. The Savioiu: is to be remembered with 
faith, love, reverence, p^tence, and joy. 

We ought to remember Ae Saviour with faith. With, 
the nature of this heavenly grace, I hope none of you 
are unacquainted. With its importance, use, and ne- 
cessity in religious duties, you cannot be too deeply 
impressed. ** Without faith, it is impossible to please 
God." Necessary in all duties, it is peculiarly so in 
the Lord's supper. Without it, the Lord's supper is a 
tMeless ceremony ; without it, we cannot ^'discern the 
Lord's body," we cannot ^'^eat his flesh nor drink his 
blood ;"-^to speak without a figure, we cannot under- 
stand the truth emblematically represented in it, nor 
participate in the blessings shadowed forth by the in-, 
ftituted symbols,-— we cannot have communion with 
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Imhi in his righteousness and grace. Sensible of the 
importance of this grace^ let us, in the prospect of ob- 
serving the Lord's supper, use every appointed method 
for strengthening our persuasion of the truth as it is m 
Jesus; and let our prayer be, "Lord, increase our 
faith." 

Love is another disposition of heart with which we 
should remember the Saviour. And is it possible to 
remember him without love ? Can we think of his els- 
sential excellencies, his mediatorial qualifications, and 
his invaluable benefits;, without feeling the fire of ardent 
affection bum within us ? Ah ! my friends^ we know 
little of ourselves, if we are ^ot ready to complain of 
the languor of our devout affections, even in those ex* 
ercises which are best calculated to excite them. There 
is more than a possibility of a good man's observing 
the Lord's supper with a coldness of heart miserably 
unworthy of those wonders of love which he is comme* 
morating. In the prospect, therefore, of engaging in 
this service, let us employ every means, in order to 
fan the *' smoking flax" into a #ame. Let us think 
much of our Redeemer. Our meditation, if it is cha* 
racterized by faith, will be sweet, and productive of 
love. Let us contemplate him in the glories of his 
divine perfection, and in the milder beauties of his 
mediatorial character. Let us thkik of his love, how 
unmerited, how xmsolicited, how early in its commence* 
ment, how seasonable in its display, how uniform in 
its exercise, how lasting in its duration, how rich in its 
consequences. Contemplating the ^'unsearchable 
riches" of the Saviourt love, let us earnestly beseech 
the Spirit of love to enable us to love him who so 
loved us ; and, convinced that the warmest affecti<Mi 
we are capable of entertaining, is utterly dispropor* 
tioned to the Saviour's loveliness and love, ** let uai 
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cast ourselTes at his feet^ and sigfa^ and y^ecp, that we 
can love him no more." 

We ought to remember the Saviour with reverence. 
We must not forget^ that while Jesus is our Saviour^ 
he is also our God. " He is our Lord^ and we ought 
to worship him." '' He is greatly to be feared in the 
assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of, 
all them that are about him." Though, with ineffable 
condescension, he calls us, *' not servants, but friends," 
we must always remember the infinite distance which 
subsists between him and lis. The affection to be 
cherished towards our Lord is altogether of a different 
character from human friendship. It ought to have 
more than all its fervour ; but the confidence of devo- 
tional intercourse must not be allowed to degenerate 
into indecent familiarity. The Lord's supper is an 
act of worship. " Having therefore received a king- 
dom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, where- 
by we may serve God acceptably, with reverence and 
with godly fear ; for our God is a consuming fire." 

We must remember the Saviour with penitence- 
Looking at " him whom we have pierced," we must 
"mourn" f<Hr our sins. The incarnation and obe- 
dience, the sufferings and death of Jesus Christ, are the 
strongest evidences which the world has ever receiv- 
ed, or ever can receive, of the inconceivable malignity 
of human transgression : and it is surely impossible 
for a Christian mind to recollect those wonderful 
events, without feeling at the same time a deep sorrow 
for his own sin, and an unconquerable and continually 
increasing abhorrence of all sin, as that " evil and bit- 
ter thing" which fixed the Lord of glory to a cross, and 
kid him low in the dust of death. Never are we in a 
better frame for communicating^ than when thus ^' sor- 
rowing after a godly sort." The genuine penitent is 
unifi»inly an acceptable commu3iicant. 
b2 
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In fine^ we ought to remember the Saviour at his 
table with joy. It certainly is not natural to reflect 
on the sufferings and death of a dear friend with plea- 
sure ; and could we have said no more than^ " we trust- 
ed that this had been he who should have redeemed 
Israel^" the remembrance of Jesus would have been a 
joyless exercise indeed. But when we look into his 
tomb^ we behold it empty. The death of Christ ought 
never to be viewed as disc<mnected with its conse- 
quences*— his own glory^ and the happiness of his fol<-» 
lowers. In celebrating the Lord's supper^ we com-^ 
meaunrate the victory of the Saviour over the foes of 
man. ^'Through death he has destroyed him wha 
had t^e power of death." On the cross he " spoiled 
principalities and powers^ and made a show of them> 
triumphing over them in it." If deliverance from ig- 
norande and guilty depravity and ruin ; if the forgive^ 
ness of sins^ the favour of God^ and the privileges of 
his children ; if the gifts of the Spirit and the heaven* 
ly inheritance^ be valuable ; if the present possession 
of many of these blessings^ and the complete security^ 
and certain prospect of, all the rest, be calculated 
to produce joy, — surely Christians should rejoice while 
observing that ordinance in which is represented the 
ratification in the blood of the Redeemer, of that ev^^ 
lasting covenant, in which aU this blessedness is se-. 
cured to them. Nor are Christian joy and true peni- 
tence incompatible feelings^ Every saint knows that 
in his experience they are conjoined, and that he is 
never more disposed to mourn for his sins, than when 
he is enabled to '^ joy in God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have received the atonement" 

Such, then, are the recollections which should en- 
gage the thoughts of the Christian at the lord's table; 
and such the sentiments which should warm his heart.. 
By giving himself up to them, under the inftu^ice of 
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die DiYine Spinl;» be will acceptably obey tbe com* 
nund, '^ This do in remembraiice of me/' 

II. Haying thus ilhistrated the command of our 
Lord, as intimating the design of the Lord's supper, 
and teadiing us the manner in which it ought to be 
observed, — ^let us ocmsider the obligations under which 
Christians He to comply with this injunction. In illus* 
tzBtn^ this part of the subject, I shall ccmtent myself 
with showing diat it is the express command of Christ 
ta us, to eat Inread and drink wine in remembrance of 
him; and that it is at once a pleasant and an advan- 
tageous exercise. 

IH, We ought to eat bread and drink wine in re- 
monbrance of Christ, for he has expressly amunand- 
ed us to do so. There is no precept in the whole vo- 
liune of inspiration delivered in terms more explicit 
than the command to Christians to observe the Lord's 
supper. The command, " Thou shalt not steal," is 
not naore unequivocal than the command, " This do 
iR remembrance of me." 

It has indeed been urged by some, that this com* 
xnand was but temporary in its obligation, being ad* 
dressed only to the apostles and primitive Christians. 
Bat of this restriction in the extent of the precept, 
there is not the sli^test trace in the language in which 
it is expressed. The injunction is completely free of 
every thing that looks like exclusion or limitation. 
Indeed, in the very nature and design of the Lord's 
supper, we are furnished with an irrefragable proof 
that it is an usage not peculiar to any particular age 
of the churchy but belonging to Chriadanity, wherever 
and whenever professed. The great intention of this 
institution is, as we have already seen, to preserve an 
affectionate remembrance of the Saviour's sufferings 
and death on the minds of his followers. Those in* 
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dividuals who had themselves been witnesses of these 
most interesting and important events^ or who had re» 
ceived their information from those who had seen 
them^ and whose testi mony was confirmed by miracles^ 
were, comparatively speaking, in little danger of for- 
getting them. An impression must have been made^ 
too deep to be easily effaced by secular and sensible 
things. It was to those who should live in a period 
remote fVom that in which the Saviour lived and died, 
that such an emblematical representation was peculiar* 
ly necessary. This ordinance of commemoration, ac* 
cordingly, has obviously a reference to coming ages, 
and may be considered as acquiring every hour new 
importance, as the hand of time is obscuring the me-^^ 
mory of events which are past. 

Besides, there is nothing m the truths shadowed 
forth by this symbolical institution, exclusively inter-^ 
esting to the primitive believers. The body which 
was broken, was broken for us as well as for them,-^ 
the blood which was shed, was shed for the r^nissicm 
of our sins as well as theirs; and, reasoning abstract^ 
ly, it would appear to be as much our duty aa theirs, 
to observe an ordinance, one great object of which is 
to call forth gratitude for these most important fa^ 
vours. But in the absence of all other evidence, ihe 
language of the apostle^ in his Epistle to the Corin-^ 
thians, would of itself have been sufficient to set this 
question at rest. "As often," says he, "as ye eat this 
bread, and drink thiscup^ ye do shew the Lord's death 
until he come." In these words, the apostle obvious* 
ly intimates, that it is the duty of the Christian church 
to observe this ordinance till the coming of Christ ;" a 
phrase which certainly usually, if not uniformly, re- 
fers to his " ciMning th^ second time, without sin unto 
salvation *.** 

I < III I. ■ M I » I 11. ' pi ..11 ■ < W 11 I ■ II I ■ ■■ 

• Heb. ix. 28 Bp. Horsley's attempt to prove that this is the 

unifonn sense of the phrase ^^ the coming of Christ'* in the New Tet* 
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Takmg for granted^ then, that the command cqd- 
tamed in the text is the command of Jesus Christ to 
las followers in every age, it will require little reason- 
ing to shew that they are bound to obey it. All the 
injunctions of Christ Jesus are entitled to the implicit 
obedience of all intelligent creatures to whom they are 
addressed. He is constituted by his Fath^ the su- 
preme governor of the m<nral world. ^^ All power is 
given to him in heaven and in earth : all judgment is 
committed into his hand ;" and it is the clearly re- 
vealed will of God, ^^ that all should honour the Son 
as they honour the Father." " God has highly exalte 
ed him, and given him a name above every name, that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and 
every tongue confess that he is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father." Whatever then he, as the accrcKiit- 
ed messenger of Ddty, enjoins, is to be received with 
the same reverence, and obeyed with the same impli- 
citness, as if it were the declaration of his Divine Father. 

But Christ Jesus is entitled to obedience, not only 
as a divinely authorized legislator ; his claims on the 
entire subjection of all our faculties, intellectual and ac- 
tive, are founded on that ditine nature, of which he is, 
equally with the Father and the Holy Spirit, the pos- 
sessor. "He is the true God, and eternal life." 
The ccnnmands of Jesus are, in tibe strictest sense of 
the word, the commands of God ; and he who disre- 
gards them, exposes himself to all the evils whidi are 
included in the unqualified displeasure of Deity. To 
neglect compliance vfith the commands of the Supreme 
Being, must be, in the very highest degree, criminal 
and dangerous. " He who despised Moses' laW* rela- 



tament, though distinguished by his usual ingenuity and learning, is 
eertainly unsuecessful. He sufficiently establishes, howcTer, that 
the exceptionsirom the common use, ai^ not by any means so nume- 
rous as has been supposed. 
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tire to die pMSover^ ^'died without mercy;" and ahall 
the despiser of Christ's law rdative to the Lord's 
supper^ escape unpunished ? The Israelite who, wit]i*> 
out a proper excuse, neglected to oommenuHrate the 
deliverance from Egypt along wi^ his brethren, waa 
*^ cut off from the congregaticm, and bore his sin;" and 
is his sin who trifles with a divine ingunction to com- 
memorate a far more glorious deliverance, less aggra^ 
vated ? ^hall his punishment prove less dreadful ? 

** This do in remembrance of me," is as certiui^y 
and plainly a command of God, as any of the (nrecepta 
of the decalogue ; and he who refuses to obey it, vir- 
tually assumes to himself a power of dispensing with 
the divine authority — a power superior to his to whom 
all power is committed in heaven and in eiyrth. Those 
professors of Christianity assuredly mistake the mat- 
ter most palpably, who ctmceive Uiat it is in their op- 
ti<m to observe the Lord's suppa*, or not to observe it. 
It is the command of the Supreme Sovereign, and it 
is at the hazard of thdr eternal interests if they disre* 
gardit 

The supreme audiority of the Redeemer is, however, 
by no means the only consideration which should in- 
cite Christians to comply with his injunction. When 
we call on tibem to obey the ocmmtands of Jesus,, we 
appeal to the principle of gratitude, as well as that of 
duty. It is the command, not mordy of Jehovah ^eir 
Sovereign, but of Jesus th^ Saviour. That they 
might be righteous, he became a curse; that they 
might live, he died; tiiat diey might be happy, he vo- 
luntarily became most miserable. And diall they re- 
fuse to yield to the request of this kindest of friends, 
this most generous of benefactors ? If they do, they 
incur most justly the charge, not merely of the most 
daring disobedi^ice, but of the basest ingratitude. 

The command was not given from a weak desire of 
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postfamboiu hoiumr% but from the most dinnterait^d 
f^gfrd far our happimm. The Lord Jetus, £ur exalu 
ed above every crested dignity^ the object of angelic 
lumiage, stands in no need of the services of mankind, 
k was for our benefit that he appointed this institution^ 
and shall we carelessly neglect, or contemptuously 
qpum the boon his generous friendship offers ? 

It is one of the Redeemer's dying commands. The 
last advices of a venerated parent or dear friend are 
Qsoally listened to with eager attention^ laid up in the 
imnost recesses of the heart as a precious treasure, fre« 
qoMitly reviewed wil^ a delicious kind of melancholy^ 
wad followed with«i scrupulous and religious care. 
And ought we to be regardless of the last advices of 
thi^ best of all friends, who '^loved not his life to the 
death" for our sakes ? Should a generous friend, who» 
in order to shield us frcHu some impcnrtant danger, had 
died in our defence, with his last breath have bequeath- 
ed to us a miniature picture of himself in the act of 
expiring, and coloured us, as w« loved him, frequent- 
Ij to contemplate this last token of his ficiendship, 
— ^where, in the whi^ c(m^>asa of language, could we 
find terms sufficiently expressive of baseness, to paint 
our conduct should we allow the precious relict to lie 
uniniqpected for days, and months,, and years, feel re- 
luctant when called on to give so easy a proof of our 
gratitude, and ev^i urge that we showed greater r^ 
apect for our friend, by preserving his gift locked up 
firom view, and c<Hitemplating it only at very distant, 
intervals ♦ ? To too many professors of Christianity^ 
I might safely use Nathan's language to David, '^Thou 
art the man." 

This command was given in the night in which he 
was betrayed. Even then he found both time and in- 
I J I II < I » 1.1 ,, II 1 1> I ■ « ■ 
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dination to think on us and our interests ; and shall 
we re^se to devote a few of our hours of health and 
comfort to the preserving such matiJiless love in ever- 
lasting remembrance ? 

The duty to which ibis command calls us^ is by no 
means a burdensome one. Had he enjoined some te- 
dious and difficult task^ — ^had he appointed a ceremony 
painful as the selfrinflicted tortures of the votary of 
JnggemsLnt, fatiguing as the Mohammedan pilgrim* 
ages^ or costly as the sacrifices of the Jews^ still re- 
verence for his authority^ and gradtude for his good- 
ness^ should have produced a ready and cheerful com- 
pliance. How much more readily^ how mueh more 
cheerfully, ought we to engage in the simple, easy, 
significant ordinance, which he has instituted in com- 
memoration of his d3ring love ? — Such, then, are the 
most powerful and diversified obligations under which 
Christians are laid to observe the Lord's supper^ ori- 
ginating in the command of our Saviour. 

2dy We ought to eat bread and drink wine in 
remembrance of Christ, for this is a pleasant em- 
ployment. Nothing more satisfactcKrily proves the es- 
sential benignity of the Divine Being, than his con- 
necting in indissoluble union, man's duty and happiness. 
** In the' keeping of God's commandments, there is 
great reward." This general remark holds true with 
respect to all those duties which are strictly of a reli- 
gious nature. The indulgence of devotional ccmtem- 
plation and feeling, afi'c^ds the most exalted em][^y- 
ment both for the understanding and the heart, and 
is a source of pure, refined, exquisite enjoyment. 

None of the institutions of Christianity are better 
fitted to draw forth those principles into exercise, and 
present them with appropriate objects^ than the Lord's 
supper. All the most striking peculiarities in the 
Christian system of doctrine, and all the most afiecting 
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iBGidents in the history of its Author^ are at once 
hrought before the mind^ in a form peculiarly calculat- 
ed to fix attention^ and excite emotion. Merely to 
witness a cerenumy so solemn^ so »gnificant^ so ihte- 
resting^ so use^^ must excite agreeable feelings in 
every well-r^ulated mind. Even those pure spirits^ 
who have no direct interest, so far as we know, in the 
eccMUHny of reconciliation, but as an admirable display 
of the divine excellencies; even they may without im- 
pmbabilify be conceived as contemplating the eucha^ 
ristic feast with a combined emotion of wonder and 
joy. 

But how pure must be the pleasure, how exalted 
the enjoyment o£ the Christian, who,, with proper dis- 
positions, engages in this sacred institution ! ^^ Speak 
ye who best' can tdl." Say, Christians, have not 
your understandings and your hearts been equally de- 
lighted, while eating bread and drinking wine, in obe- 
dience to your Lord's authority, and in affectionate 
recoUection of his dying kindness ? Have you not 
tasted delights, compared with which the pleasures oi 
tbe world were vapid and worthless ? Contemplating 
that mostint^esting view which the institution exhibits 
of your unseen Saviour, have you not felt the fire of 
divine love kindling within you, and under the united 
influence of faith and afiection, have ye not '^ rejoiced 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory ?" Has not 
"the peace of God, which passeth all understanding," 
taken possession of yotur heart, and diffused universal 
and ineffable tranquillity through the soul ? I speak 
a language at present, which, though to many it may 
appear the effusion of a wild enthusiasm, is not I trust 
altogether unintelligible to some of my audience. 
They know, for "they have the witness in themselves," 
that I speak forth the wcsrds of truth and soberness. 
Far be it from me to affirm^, that the observation of 
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the Lord's supper uniformly j^oduces such liigh d^ 
grees of spiritual delight^ even to the w^OTthj partidU 
pant. There is a great variety in the degree of sui* 
ceptibility of devout impression and sdigioiis pleasccre^ 
in different minds^ and in the same mind at different 
times ; and it is a wise and merciful cNr^»taon of Hea- 
ven^ that the mode of conveying spiritual improve- 
ment and pleasure should vary^ lest we should trust 
more to religious institutions than to their Author^ 
lest in the means of grace and comfort^ we should for- 
get the Spirit of grace and c<Hn£art. Stilly however^ 
it is a truth which cannot well be omtroverted, that 
the ordinance of the Lord's supper is intended^ and is 
calculated^ to communicate much pleasure to the g^iu- 
ine Christian^ and that in the experienee of the saint, 
it has actually been the means of producing much de- 
votional delight and holy joy. The command, ^^ This 
do in remembrance of me," is the reverse of grievous; 
to obey it is a pleasure and privilege, as w^ as a duty. 

3d, We ought to eat bread and drink wine in re- 
membrance of Christ, for this is a very advantageous 
exercise. Numerous and important are the advantages 
dmved by a saint firom a dutiful observaace of the 
Lord's supper. 

The preparatory services are in themselves highly 
useful. Careful self-examination, fervent prayer, and 
deep meditation on the leading truths of the gospel, are 
en]^lo3rments peculiarly fitted for preserving the life 
of religion in a healthy and vigorous state, for guarding 
against the formation of unholy habits, and for coim- 
teracdng that spiritual languor which is so apt to dif- 
fuse its enervating influence over the regenerate mind. 

The ordinance itself is well fitted for strengthening 
our faith, animating our hope, elevating our affections, 
and strengthening our-holy resolutions. The view of 
a dying Savipur, ^ r^iponciled God, a confirmed cove- 
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nant^ a. finished salvation^ an unstinged deaths an illu- 
minated maaovtaJlty, an opened paradise^ — ^is ceitain- 
^j &ted to n>U8e every energy of the soul into actionj^ 
and urge tot activity in doings and patience in suffering 
the. whole wiH of God. The love of Christ as mani- 
fested ii> this ordinance^ awakens a reciprocal affection 
in the soul of the saint ; and we know that the love 
of God and Chriat shed alnroad in the hearty is the only 
and abundant source of Christian virtue. As it is fit- 
ted to increase our love to the Saviour^ it is also cal- 
culated to str«[igthen the bonds of Christian affection 
and diarity. We learn to love all who love our com- 
mon Lord^ and whom our common Lord loves. Seat- 
ed at the same table^ eating the same breads drinking 
the same cup^ acknowledging one God, one Saviour> 
one Spirit, one faith, one hope, one joy, — ^we at once 
declare and increase the unity of our minds and our 
hearts. The malignant passions die within us, and 
the benevolait affections are at the same .time exercis- 
ed and strengthened. 

The recollection of the solemn obligations winch 
we voluntarily recognize when seated at the Lord^a 
taUe, is also followed by the most salutary c(»)se« 
quences. It suggests numerous and powerful mo^ 
tives to perseverance and activity in the service of 
God. It is peculiarly useflil in the day of temptatimi, 
and suggests a ready and most satisfactory answer to 
those who would seduce us from ^e ways of holiness. • 
" 1 am not niy own, I am bought with a price." { 
have publicly acknowledged the justice of the claims 
of my God and Saviour, Over th^ instituted symbols 
of the holy suffering hiunanity of my Redeemer, I have 
Bolomnly declared, that I will be his, his only, his 
wholly, and his for ever. '^ Depart from me, ye evil^ 
doers, for I will keep the commandments of my God.*^ 

Such is a hurried sketch of the adyanta^s to be d^ 
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rived from the observation of the Lord's supper. Let 
the Christian deeply reflect on ihem, and consider how 
strong a motive they suggest for complying with our 
Lord's command. Let him recollect that this institu* 
tion is an appointed mean of strengthening his faith^ 
animating his love^ and increasing his holiness ; and 
that by neglecting it, he provokes God to withhold 
from him that divine influence, without which he can 
do nothing. To expect spiritual blessings while we 
neglect the use of the means which God has appoint- 
ed for procuring them, is gross presumption. If we 
wish to grow in grace, let us not forget to eat bread 
and drink wine in remembrance of Christ. 

To this illustration of the motives which urge us to 
compliance with our Lord's command in the text, it 
may not be without its use to subjoin a brief notice 
and exposure of the excuses, palliations, and even de- 
fences, which professors of Christianity, who live in 
the habitual neglect of the Lord's supper, make for * 
their conduct, in so directly opposing the authority of 
Christ. 

One of the most common of these excuses is, a want 
of due preparation for this solemn service. It is much 
to be feared that many participate in the Lord's sup- 
per unprepared, and of consequence derive no advan- 
tage from the observation of this ordinance ; but it is 
not to be forgotten, that want of preparation is itself 
a sin, and surely one crime cannot be sustained as an 
excuse for another. In order to ascertain whether 
any regard is to be paid to this excuse, it is necessary 
to consider what is requisite to prepare us for the 
Lord's supper. 

That man is habitualfy prepared for the Lord's sup- 
per, who is a believer in Christ Jesus, and a partaker 
of his Spirit. If these characters do not belong to 
you, then are you indeed unprepared^ and it is ha- 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Disc. II.3 oy tHE lord's S17PPSR4* 45 

sardous for you to engage in this sacred institution. 
But in this case^ you are not only unfit for the Lord's 
table^ you are unfit for death ; and should you leave 
the world in your present circumstances^ you are ui]f«- 
done for ever. Were you properly affected with a 
sense of your situation^ instead of coolly urging it b$ 
an excuse for not eating the Lord's supper^ you would 
feel it as an irresistible motive to believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christy that you may be saved. This is your 
first duty ; — and having lielieved^ then hasten to his 
table^ ''take the cup of salvation^ and call on the name, 
of the Lord." 

There are^ however^ many true saints^ who^ under 
the influence of mistaken noticms on this subject, occa- 
ttonally abstain from eating the Lord's supper for want • 
€it preparation. If they have wilfully neglected the 
appointed preparatory services, they are no doubt 
much to blame, and ought penitently to acknowledge 
their sin. Yet even in this case, one omission o£ daty 
cannot surely sanction or render necessary and proper 
another. But by want of pre|.aration, these good peo« 
pie mean something quite distinct from this. They 
are not in a good frame. Their faith is weak^ their 
hope is dead, their affections are languid; and for 
these reasons, they deem it warrantable and reasonable 
to neglect communicating. This is just as rational 
conduct as it would be in afisttiguedTtraveller to refuse 
a cordial because he was faint, or in a person perilling 
for want to refuse bread because he was hungry. 

There are others who urge> that they are tenrifie 
lest they eat and drink unworthily, and thus sei 
their own condemnaticm. In order fully to shew th 
futility of this objection, it would be necessary to entek 
more at large than your time at present admits^ into 
an examination of the meaning of the passage of M^rip- 
ture, on a mistaken view of which it is founds *r i- 
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intend to take an early opportunity of illustrating that 
subject at large *. Suffice it at present to observe, 
iliat on the same principle oti which they profess to be 
afraid of the Lord's supper, they ought to refrain 
from all religious exercises, and even the ordinary 
^business of life, for '^ the prayer of the wicked is an 
abomination to the Lord," and even " his plowing is 

Another reason which has been offered for neglecting 
-^e dying command of Christ, is the fear of that in- 
-creased guilt which will be incurred by sins after 
communicating. There is no doubt that sins after 
cemitiunicating have peculiar aggravations. But 
-^8)3 crimes, though very foul, are not unpardonable. 
''If kny man sin, we have an Advocate with the Fa- 
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous ;— and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth from all sin.'^ Besides, 
if we ^r sin, we ought careftdly to employ the means 
Ood has appointed for the mortification of sin. Fre- 
-quent communicating is one of these means. We must 
-''wait on the Lord," if we would "renew our strength." 
H^ "who acts on the principle we have been exposing, 
ts Hke the man who- will not take nourishing food, lest, 
it attacked by a fever, he should suffer more than if 
his constitution were less robust. 

It has been urged sometimes as a reason for not ob- 
serving the Lord's supper, that ho denomination of 
Christians are to be met with, so conformed to the pri- 
mitive staiidArd, as to make it safe to hold communion 
'With them. The objector certainly does not see where 
Sllits principle le^s him. It is an iJtnplied denial that 
Christ has vioti'^ 'ft church upon eardi,»-an implied asser- 
tion that, the fafiSifttl and true Witness has failed to 
•perform bis promise. The divided state of the Church 

•VideDiK. HI. 
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18 deeply to be lamented ; and the aeciufate observer 
will find numy faults in every body of professors dT 
Chnstiani^. To look for a perfect church on earth, 
is a foolish and unwarranted expectation. Let suA 
persons jreflect^ that our Lord^ in his command to ob- 
serve the Lord's supper^ has made no providon for 
this supposed case ; and that if there is a danger of 
bang unscripturally lax^ th^e is also a danger of being 
imsodpturally rigid. Those men have certainly leani« 
ed their religion somewhere else than in ihe New Tes- 
tament^ who^ in the great variety of denominaliens 
of Christians^ can find none to wfafNBa tiiey can ooa« 
sdentiously attach themselves. Let them beware lest 
they mistake himiour for conscience^ and be found at 
last guilty of "making the commandment of God of 
none effect through their traditions." 

Custom is pled by others as an excuse for neglect- 
ing this ordinance. Many omit this duty^ and why 
may not we ? Custom cannot make that right, which 
is in itself wrong. The sins of others will form no ex* 
cuse for ours before the tribimal of God. They who 
follow the multitude to sin, must follow them to pu- 
nishment. If this ordinance is neglected, there is the 
greater necessity of our being nobly singular. Let us 
never forget our Lord's declaration ; "Whosoever shall 
confess me before men, him will I also confess before 
my Father who is in heaven ; but whosoever i^iall de- 
ny me before men, him will I also deny before my Fa- 
ther who is in heaven." 

To mention only one excuse more. . Some urge that 
fliey do not refuse, they only delay, compliance with 
this command of the Saviour. But do they not know, 
that to re^se immediate compliance with an injunction 
which requires it, is disobedience? Procrastination 
is the thief of time, and the murderer of souls. 
" Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all 
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thy might." Neglect not the present opportunity. 
It may be the last afiTorded thee of manifestmg thy re- 
gard for the Saviour's authority^ and thy gratitude for 
his goodness. 

What now remains^ but that we^ with united hearts^ 
supplicate " the God and Father of our Lord and Savi- 
our Jesus Christy" that he would graciously render 
these views of the Lord's supper use^ for preparing 
us for engaging in this solemn observance^ " opening 
our understandings to understand the scriptures^" and 
'* opening our hearts^ that we may receive the love at 
the truths that we may be saved." Amen. 
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1 Cor. %x. 27, M9^ 

Wherefore, whosoever thaU eat this bread and drink tt^ 
cup of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty qfthe body 
and the blood of the Lord. . . . For he that eateth an^ 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to 
himself not discerning the Lord's body. 

X H£ inspired account of the church of Christ during 
the primitive age, is, of all histortcal records, th^.best 
fitted for interesting and instructing the Chris^an mind. 
It contains a narrative o£ the ipost inqportant revolu- 
tion which ever took place in the situation of nmikind» 
and exhibits numerous and striking di^lays^ of the 
divine power, wisdom^ and goodness. It holds up to 
our vie^ examples^ on the one hand^of hiunan folly and 
crime, to detest and avoid; ajiad on the other, of faith 
and patience, zeal and charitj^ t<^ ac^nire and iniutata 
That man must be stri^n^gely dj^ficient in the poity^^ 
^linking and feeling, or hemustwjlfifllylyiy^ncf^bct- 
ed to exert them» who can rise from theperusal of this 
sacred reoopd, withMit being a^ the sam^ tup^iv^ieEisfl^ 
:^d and inftrvbctefl„ delighted fmd.i^ilPQ^y^ 

^ ' ' *' • C • . ... ■ 
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Of the lessons taught us bj the history of the pri« 
milive churchy none are more prominent^ and few more 
important:^ than this^ that the conduct of Providence 
towards the church is at once mysterious and wise* 
Imagination can scarce delineate a scfene more amiably 
interesting^ than' that which the infant church in rea- 
lity displayed. Bound together by the fellowship of 
sentiment^ feeling, and affliction, — ^having one Lord^ 
one faith, one baptism, — ^the believers in Christ found 
more than a compensation for the contempt, i|nd ha« 
tred, and persecution of the world, in their common 
hopes, and mutual offices of kindness. Around them 
was a scene of rude agitation and wild confusion; but 
within the little circle of their society, all was union, 
harmony, and love. 

This enviable state of serem'ty and peace was, how« 
ever, unhappily but of short duration. '^ When men 
slept, an enemy came and sowed tares." Differences 
of opinion soon made their appearance among the dis- 
ciples of Christ, and were speedily followed, where they 
were not preceded^ by alienation of heart. Irregulari- 
ties of' cottdiict tjonduced still farther to disturb the 
peace bf thie primitive chufch. 

• -To the limited view of mortal wisdom, oh the suppo- 
idtidn of ChristSitnity being the object of divine patron- 
age, the cohductof Providence in permitting these dis- 
orders, must i^ppear strange, and'indeed unaccountable. 
The house, apparently built of no very durable mate- 
rials, assaulted by external violence, and now divided 
against itself^ seeded destined to a speedy atid total de- 
struction. ' But let us beware of rashly arraigning the 
wisdom of the divine government. On a closer inspec- 
tioli, these mysterious dispensations ap^ar to bear broad 
«d deepiijgnHt&rtioi ihfi^te wisdom. '^ Th^ fboliish- 
ness of God is wil^r^thttti men." Most wisely aiM most 
mercifully didGodpermit almost every heresy andabuse. 
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'idiidi in kter ages have tarnished the purity^ and dis- 
terfoed the peace of the ehurch^ t6 make their appenr- 
ance in her primitive age^ while yet there remained 
m&llible teachers to oppose these errors^ and establish 
the opposite truth» 

These obsarvations^ though applicable to the history 
of the primitive church in general^ have been suggest- 
ed by^ and certainly receive illustration from^ ^ose 
occurrences in the history of the Corinthian churchy 
which gave occasion to that detailed account of the 
<Hrigin^ nature, and design bf the Lord's Supper, of 
which our text forms t part A Variety of abuses had 
cr^ into their mode of observing this holy institution, 
^-««bU8e8 of a nature so grass and so shocking, as no- 
thing but a consideration of their former habits as hea- 
thens could have madfe credible. The anger of God 
was kindled, and the arm of his power was raised, to 
vindicate the importante and purity of the divine ordi- 
nance. Many of the offending Christians were afflict- 
ed with severe bodily disteinper, not a £ew of which 
terminated in mortiJity. 

But while we can scarcely too severely reprobate, 
while we cannot too carefully avoid, those errors and 
crimes which stained so foully the character of the Co* 
rinthian church, it is certainly not only allowable, but 
dutiful, to observe, admire, and bless the operation of 
that wisdom and goodnesrs, which, in the present case, 
brought g^ood out of evil, and made use of these unhap- 
py occurrences, as the occasion xji giving ud a more 
extaisive account than is anywhere else to be met 
with, of the nature and design of the Lord's Supper. 
It scarcely admits of a doubt, that tiie permission of 
these disorders at Corinth, when taken in connection 
with the Epistie to which they gave occasion, has^ in 
unnumbered instances, prevented the occurrence of 
smular enormities. The passage of wliich our text is 
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a imty diough. vritlen in r^teamkce to thepecilliir cas* 
cm]ju9tances of the Corinthian churchy form» a com* 
jplete and mo^t luxmnous directory fof Christiana in all 
ages, in observing this sacred institution. It ^ewdktB 
us its design^ — ^to keep up the memc^ <»f the Satrioux^a 
4ieath; the preparati«9i which is necessary in order to 
observe it aright^*— '^ let a man examine himself and 
.80 let him eat of this breads and drink of this cup.* 
And ii^ the passage more immediately under review, 
this exhortation is enforced^ from a consideraticm of 
the guilt and 4Anger of profaning so h^y an instita* 
tion : " Wherefore^ whosoever shall eat this bread and 
drink this cup of the L<Hrd unworthily^ shall be guil^ 
of the body and of the blood of the Lord : for he that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily^ eateth and drinketh 
damnation to himself." — This passage naturally ealls 
our attention, 

I. To the mode of conduct which the Apostle coti- 
demns*— '' Eating the bread and drinking the cup of 
the Lord unworthily." And^ 

n. To the consequences which he repre^a^its as flow- 
ing from it : They who do so " are guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord ;" and they " eat and driidL 
judgment to themselves." 

These shall therefore form the leading topes Of the 
sequel of the discourse. And may God enable us solo 
declare his will on diis subject, as that, while tb^ guiUy 
are deterred &om intruding themselves into a situa* 
tion to which thf;y have no ri^t, the humble selfr 
diffident Christian, may be encouraged to engage in a 
service^ which is ^ot less the enjoyment of a privilegt^ 
•than the perfbrn^ance of a duty. 

I. The mode, of conduct which the Apostle eon- 
demns^ is '* eating the bread and drinking the i;op of 
the Lord unworthily." A consideration of the behftt 
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vioar for which the A|yo«tte repr&^eB the Cddn^difti* 
will be of some service in enabling uis to asceHain the 
nature of unworthy comnhinicaCing. Of this we have^ 
m accbont in the 20th^ ^st, and 22d verses of ^9 
diapter : ^* When ye come together, therefore, into one^ 
j^ace^ this is not to eat the Lord^s supper : for in eat«f 
iag, every one taketh before ot))^s his own supper, 
and one itf hu»gry and another is drunken. What V 
have ye not houses to eat and to drink in ? or despise" 
ye the chwrch of God, and shame them which have 
Hot? Sha^ f praise you ? in this I praise you not *." 

From this account, it appears that their mode of 
observing this sacred institution was marked by th& 
utmost irregularity and irreverence. A religiourf 
fbfltival was converted into a riotous banquet. TheiS!* 
whole behaviour savoured more of the religion they 
had abandoned, t^ian that which they had emln*aced ; 
Bod bei^oke them rather tlie votaries of Jupiter or 
Bftccfaosr, than the worshippers of Jehovah, and the 
followers of Jesus. Such was the manner in which 
they ate the bread and drank the cup of the Lord un« 
wmrihily. Into disorders of this nature, the miomerv 
of the age, and the custcwns of all Christian churches, 
preclude almost the possibility of falling. But does it 



* I haye- sometimss thought that the meaning of this passage wOuIcT 
be elucidated hy rendering the 20th ver^e inteRogatiyely, and hy^ 
t nwsl a ring yo^, in the 2^l8t verse^ bia* The passage weidd then ivok 
thus, " When then ye assemhle, is it not to eat the LordV supper ? 
But one,** Ac I. e. Your conduct does not comport with the avoir- 
ed object of your aaeemUjk Instead of tttting down to a social' T^i« 
gious- feast, you, in a confused manner, take separate repasts.— The 
only circumstance which makes me hesitate ahout preferring this to 
the common mode of rendering thd passage, is the unusual sense gUf^ 
to the particle -yat* Hoogeveen CDs Doct, Vari, Glas. Edit. p. 9M 
expressly denies the adversative force of y<^. Macknight (PreU 
Eitayt to Trfim, of Ep, Ess. 4. §d8. asserts it ; and though ^any 
ef hk examples may be explained on o^r piinc^^, there aie 
some which seem to prove the adversative use of yat^ in the New 
t'estament, Mark vii. 28. 1 Pet. iv. 15. ' * 
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folIow> because we cannot e^iLactly imitate the Corin^ 
thiand^ that it is impossible for us to incur the guilt 
of unworthy communicating ? Far from it. Their ex- 
ternal conduct is not likely «oon to be followed*; but 
the principle which dictated ^eir behaviour is. but to<» 
IHrevalent. The crivie o^ldom wears that imsi^tl^r 
form which it assumed at Ci^^th ; but under-a more 
plausible exterior it exists^ it abounds^^ 1 fear^ in ^very 
Christian church. 

Let us ^deayour> then^ to explain in what unworn 
thy communicating consists^ fixing our attention ra-^ 
ther on what is distinctive of the crime in idl circnin- 
stances^ than p^ the particular forms under which it 
presents itself^ which are l^iable to considerabJe vane-, 
ty. In whatever age of the churdi he may live, and 
however solemn and deeorous may he his external de^ 
meahour> that man is an unworthy communicant, wha 
engages in this religious service, from improper mo- 
tives, — ^ignorant of its nature and design,*— destitute of 
faith in the doc^nes which it symbolically teadies,*—^ 
unactuated by those holy tempera which it is intended 
tp ex^eise and improve^— ^or with a view to gain un-* 
worthy ends. Wc. shall shortly illustrate the di£r<»rent 
parts of this description. 

1*^, That man eats the bread and drinks the cup of 
the Lord unworthily, who engages in this service from 
improper motives* No maxim in morals is more imi-^ 
versally admitted than this, that ''actions are good 
or evil, chiefly ^according to. ^e nature of the motives 
from which they proceed." Though no excetience of 
intention can. render an action right that is materially 
wrong, it may, it will, be CQ^sidered as a palliation 
of its guilt ; and a mpthre crin;iinally defect;ive, or pon 
sitively wrong, robs actions, however good in them^ 
•elves; of aU their moral worth. In cases where maQ 
is the ion^c^ate objecli of oi^ conductj^ an ^pn. n^a^ 
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be very acc^ptable^ while the motiye is very imwor* 
thy ; but the cause of this is merely^ that as omn can 
judge of principle only by conduct^ he presumes that 
where the outward act is rights the inward principle, 
is not wrong. He is pleased only because he is mis« 
taken. Inform him of the truths and t^e action^ pre- 
viously highly esteemed^ will be contemned as utter- 
ly void of value. In religious services^ we have to do 
with God, who " seeth not as man seeth, for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but .God judgeth 
the heart." If the heart be not right, in his estimation 
all is ifrong. So long as the source of action conti- 
nues unpurified, the streams which flow £rom it, l^ow- 
ever pellucid in appearance, are in God's judgmait 
polluted. 

That many engage in the Lord's supper, whose xno- 
tlves are by no means pure, is a fact too notorious to 
require a laboured proofi It is to be feared, tjiat the 
mese force of custom is the most ordinary motive to the 
observation of this sacred institution. Multitudes have, 
oemved their religious ritual like their religious creed, 
*' by tradition from their fathers/' They follow the 
multitude. They crowd to the table of the Lprd, for, 
llie same reason that they would have joined in an ido- 
latrous procession, had they been bom in the regions of 
Paganism ; or taken part in the services of the mosque, 
had their lot been cast among the nations who follow 
the Arabian impostor. 

A regard to Christianity as a political engine,— the 
religion of the state, — ^induces another clasi^ to attend to 
this part of its external worship. It» is probable that^ 
they have never seriously investigated the question re- 
specting its claims to a divine origin ; it is not unlike- 
ly that they may be sceptical about them ; it is even 
posnble that they may openly deny and ridicule them | 
y€t still they consider it as decent and wise tQ pay an 



d by Google 



56 uirwo^iry coKitmncAti^o. fPart 1. 

ettqr hymage to a rdlgion which' has the approvu)^ 
tenctimi of the civil authorities, and which is of ob« 
Vious 1^ in wiafWaining good order am<mg the middle 
and loWer rankd of society. 

- A third, and perhaps a larger class of men, observe 
the Lord's simper, because (depraved as the state of 
religion and morals among us confessedly is,) it is, at 
least among the mid^e orders, stiH reckoned discredit* 
able to be openly infidel and irreligious, and a man's 
CSiristianity is apt to be doubted, who habitually ne* 
^ects its ritual institutions. 

' A vague expectation, and in some cases, a real 
thotigh most mistaken conviction, that the pardon of sin 
is to be procured by an ax>proachto die Lord's table, are 
not without their influence in increasing the number or 
communicants. It is really pitiable, that persons call- 
ing themselves Pirotestants, diould thus substantially* 
dierish ^le of the most dangerous errors of Popery,-*^ 
the doctrine of the sacrifice ckfthe mass, which trans^rsi 
6ur ccm^ence from the Saviour's atoning death, to our 
commemoration of it ; l^t the evidence in jsupport of 
the lamentable fact is too abundant to leave room fbr 
doubt. 

It were endless to specify all the unwor^y motives 
which urge mankind to attend to this holy ordinance. 
Suffice it to remark, that a desire, in itself by no means 
unamiable^ to gratify the wishes of relations andfiriendsj^ 
to satisfy the demands of an awakened but tmenlighU 
enediDonscience, or to promote the interests of a party, 
by thus enlisting themselves in its ranks ; — ^diat these, 
motives, and such as these, have been the actuating 
principles of coundess numbers, in seeking a ^ace at 
the table of the Lord. 

It stlrely does not need much reasoning to prove, dial 
the person who is not animated by higher tuodves than 
these, must be an unwordiy comnninici^t Is a regard^ • 
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to etuitcAn^ political constitution^ respectability of chr- 
l%ctar>lhef opinion of friends, the demands of an erriwg 
eofffieietu^^ or tbe interests of a party ; — ^is a regard fdt 
My of^&ed^> or all bf them conjoined, a worthy nwtirt 
to tSfe perfdmwfice of a rdigious duty > No. Service 
proceedffi^ frmn such principles, the Supreme Being 
edngickrd tiOt as worship, but as insult. *' In vain," 
sayd he, ** do th6y worship me, teaching for doctrines 
Iftr commandments bf men.** 

Ind^d, we may observe in general, thdt ho motive 
can be sustained aS pure and worthy, except a regard 
to^ the divine authority, instituting this ordinance, and 
requiring us to observe it. It is only in this case that 
eottBHianicdting can be considered as' a religious se^\^ce, 
— -« part of divine worship. Of consequence, it is only 
in tilis Case that it can be acceptable to God. 

^, That man eats the bread and drinks the cup of 
the LiOitd unworthily, ivho engages in the Lord's sup*, 
per while ignorant of its nature and design. Our God 
expects i^tlmial worship from his rational offspring. 
The radical part of tfue religion lies in exercises of the 
icnderstanding and the heart, in which it is impossible 
to engage without knowledge ; and even the external 
ind ritual part of religion is then only acceptable, when 
it is a reasonable service. That the mere reception ot 
the Lofd'g supper, without" any reference to the intel- 
ligence or devotion of the recipient, is accompanied 
with saving virtue, is justly numbered among the most 
pernicious as well as absurd dogmas of the Roman 
dhurch. 

The Lord's supper does not act as a charm on those 
n^ho engage in it. Its manner of operation is substan- 
tially the same as the ordinance of preaching the go»^ 
peL It is by a representation of truth and its evidence 
to the mind, in the one case by symbols, in the other, 
by words, that a salutary impression is made on thfr 
'^ c 2 
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heart How is it possible^ then^ that a pers<m diould 
observe this ordinance either acceptably cnr profitably^ 
who ia ignorant of the first principles, of Chnstiamty^ 
—who does pot hnow who Jesus Christ is^ what he 
has done for our salvation^ and how we are t» obtain 
an interest in the blessings of his redemptioa ? He 
who does not understand the- symbols in the Lcxrd'a 
aupper^ can derive no advantage from. it. He caannot^ 
to use the Apostle's language^ *^ discern the Lord's 
body." Ignorant of the truths emblematically taught^ 
he cannot take up the elem^its^ nor parfbrm the ac« 
tion8> as representations of doctrines most sublime 
and interesting. To him the consecrated elements are 
mere bread and wine> and all the venerable solemni-^ 
tie^ of the eucharist unmeaning c^emonies *. 

It might reasonably be expected^ l^at, in k country 
like ours^ so long Christian by profession^ and possess* 
ing unparalleled advaiitages for religious instruction^ 
(I mean. no. hyperbole when I use thia expression,) 
there should be few unworthy communicants fcom ig-. 
uoranqe. Would to God it were so ! I am deeply 
persuaded, however,^ that the reverse is the truth. 
Owing to. the highly criminal neglect of their parents 
in the predous se^on of childhood and youth, and 
their own equally criminal n^lieet when they arrive* 
at riper years, there are thousanda, aye^ and tens oB 



* In ushig such language as is adopted in this- sentence, the Au- 
thor wishes it di«tinctl; understood th»t he conside^i the dements 
in the Lord^s supper as consecrated or set apart, not by what $^ 
usuaHy termed the consecration prayer, but by the original institu- 
tion of JetuB Christ. He thkhs iit^ to say the least, very incau- 
tious language which is often used by ministera, on such occ^siODs^ 
'^ We hereby set apart &om a common to a sacred use, so much,** 
ice* iJl that a Christian minister can do, and all he ought to at- 
tempt to do, is to.giTe thankifor the great blessing of redemption' 
through the death of Christ, and for ^lis diyinely«appointed repre-. 
scntattOA «^ ii ; and to suj^tici^te the divine blesnng on the co^ 
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thonsands of our eoimta*ymen^ who are ''perishing 
f«r lack of Jmawled^" 

That petrous of this description so freqiiently J&i4 
thcar way to the taWe of the Lord, is partially m 
doubt, but not wholly, nor perhaps chiefly, to be at- 
triMtted to the unprincipled or negligent conduct of 
those whom Christ Jesus has constituted '' stewards of 
tlie s»yst^es of his kingdom." In many cases^ men 
ka¥e a vocabulary of religious terms in their m«no^ 
ries, who have but little knowledge of religious truth 
in their imderstandings ; and what conscientious ruler 
of the chiireh has not often trembled, lest, when he 
mean^ merely to prevent the ignorant from pro&ning 
a divine institution, he might inadvertently exclude 
some weak but sincere Christian, some /'babe in 
Christy" from that rich and suitable provision^ which, 
hi this ordinance, is prepared for him by his Father ? 
It is, howev^, abundantly evident, that the grossly 
%&0nAt person cannot piartidpate in the Lord's sup*. 
per with acceptance or advantage. If he eat th^ 
bread and drink the cup of the Lord at all, he must 
eijt and drink unworthily. 

. 8d, That JOBOi eats the bread and drinks the cup of 
die Jjoftd unworthily, who engages in the Lord's sup- 
per while de^tute of fiiith in Uiose doctrines which 
are ^jfmbolically repres^ited in this ordinance. The 
Lord's supper, as we have endeavoured to shew at 
leog^ *, is the Christian religion und^r a figurative 
representation. It holds up to the mind, under se^r 
sible signs, 8(»ne of the characteristic peculiarities of 
that system, and has perhaps in this view contributed 
much to preserve unsullied the purity of evangelical 
trotht. 

The leading principle, symbolically represented in 

* Ditootme I.. -(• Wttherspoon. 
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the Lord's supper^ is fhis^ that^ by the Vicftirloiis te* 
crifice of the Son of God, human redein)»tion' i^As obu 
tained. W!€i this doctrme> all the peculiar princi- 
ples of Christianity are connected by an kidissd^ble 
bond. It is the key-stone of the ardl of C3irifliCSns 
doctrine, with which all the rfest stand or fell. 'Kttt 
this trutii is symbolically taught in the Lord^s supper^ 
cannot be reasonably doubted. Oi any other suppo* 
sition, it is an unmeaning service. The word» of 0ti» 
Lord place this truth beyond all question : '^ Thi# is 
my body given for you.— -This cup i» the New Testa* 
ment in my Hood, which is shed for you;** The re- 
ception of the Lord's supx)er is certainly, therefi#e, 
an implied acknowledgment of a belief in this articlei 
and in all that is necessarily connected with it. 

It follows, of course, that no man can worthily conv^ 
municate, who does not sincerely believe the doctrihei 
of the divinity and atonement of the Saviour. I Can 
scarcely concave oft what principles the man wlkk 
holds the doctrine of the mere humanity oi Jesu# 
Christ, who considers him as the son oi Joseph and 
Mary, and who sees in his obedience no efficacy to^ 
wards obtaining the salvation of mankind, diffident 
ftom and superior to that whidi they possess as pirouft 
of doctrine and examples of virtue, — I can scitfc^y 
conceive on what principles such a man din sati«feo-^ 
V>rily account for the original appointment of this or(> 
, dinance, or justify his own individual observance of 
it» 



• The Socuiians seem to feel this difficulty themselves. . In a. 
late periodlad publication, conducted by one or the most respectaft)l» 
of that body, we have the following curious remark on this'^ubjeo^ 
which strikingly illustrates the observation just made. (^ K* th» 
Unitarian Society, on their En^sh Anniversary Festival, were tgk 
'confecrate the fi^ goblet to the immortal memory of the great 
Founder of 4lieir fiUch, thjey would more fakbfuUy copy the spirit 
of hit inststudoDi tfian any rival creednnen, an4 would accosaplla^ 
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Bat b^Bid^ this acdvacy <tf speeobtire ax^n^oi^ 
sion of the cardinal articles of Christian djootrine^ 
mjme^l^^ mafie i« necessary; to «void ^e' gtrilt o£ 
'^ eai^ the bread and drinkiiig .the . cup of tho 
h0td iinwortyijr/' A man yAime 'professed cretd is 
rigidly orthodox^ and who is zealons^ eren to ram 
GouTi in deS^ce of it> may yet notwkhstandii^ be an 
lavworthy ^sobamunicant. A &ith of these trudw 
jtat^duoingatdkEiice mithe Saviour fcnr pard^> and 
acceptance, and purity, ^u^ cohso^laticHi, and etermd 
life, and a submission of llie understanding and affee-» 
ticfflfs to his authcmty, is absoliUsely necessary for adi^ 
vantageously and acceptably obs^ving' the Lord'« 
8U|^ai>. We must be under the influence o£ that cti^ 
vine jHrincipIe, ^hich giTOS as it -wete a present e^9<i 
ience to past and ^ure ev^ents, and a palpable fortn 
to unseen dnd itnmataerial objects. Withiiut this^ we 
inay eiat the bread and drink liie wine, but wkbout 
i^ we cannot '<* eat the flesh and dfink the blood of 
the Son of Ood/' 

4ih, That^nian eats the bread attd ddnks the ctip 
of t}ie Lord unworthily, who etigages- in the h&t^ 
imj^^er without duly corresponding afi^^eodons <^ health 
The vakte <yf . a taoral or religious action dependil 
vay much on the manner in which it is perfimn^. 
Tliis remark may be appHed with advantage to the 
subject now under consideration. This ordinance 
is calculated and iiitended to call forth into exef<it» 
jnknj holy affecti6ns, parriciilarly revotence and We> 
j^nitence and charity ; and wheniever it i^ obscarv^il 



the association 0? religion with the natural and habitual pleasioret 
of mankind.** — Synonimic Eluctdathru AHietiomm^ vol !▼. pw 497. 
It 19 pUin that thiB writer findv soi)(iething.not n^ry af^eealde in th» 
Visual modes of observing the Lord*s supper. Ko doubt, were lu& 
{nro^odal Uctfeptcd, his brethren would avoid the apparent sanetioA 
if a AimOm i^yriMor^^t^J^ thcf mfol^ no Imga: (Astfteiliv 
ior^^s tupper* 
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widiottt these saored- prmdpleft^ it i« oNerfed f^b- 
worthily. 

Deep Yenenitioii should characterise the worship* 
pers of God in every office of devotion, and the 
customs of our ehurch strietly prohibit every ap^ 
proach ta external Irreverence^— ^ut no human in-* 
spection can secure the reverence of the heart. This> 
however, is absolutely necessary. If Jacob, on re* 
collecting the visions of Bethel, exdakned, '^Haw 
dreadful is this place 1 it is none other than the hcmse 
of God, and the gate of heaven !" if Moses approadi- 
ed the burning, yet unconmimed bush, the sjnoabol of 
the presence of Divinity, widi visible tokens of reli* 
gioua awe, — surely it must be h%hly ^rimival to con* 
teinplate, with an unimpressed mind, the instituted 
symbols c^ the holy suffering humanity of the Son of 
<jod-^»4o survey with a careless heart these mysteries 
<' into which the angels desire to look." This fear 
which is necessary to worthy communicating, is not 
slavish terror, arising firom alarming apprehenn<ms of 
the divine vengeance, but that^childl&e awe which ia 
produced by enlightened CMiceptions and overwhelm^ 
ing impressi(»s of the divine excellence, which, so 
£ur from being inconsistent with supreme love, is its 
necessary accompaniment. 

That the parson who dees not love our Lord Jesus 
cannot be a worthy communicant^ is too evident to 
require an extended illustration. If he continues in 
this states he must be '^Anathema Maranatha," 
aecinised at the coming q£ the Lord ; and for him to 
observe the Lord's Supper, is but to re-*act the treii^ 
chery of lacariot — to betray the Son of God under 
the mask of kindness. 

The Impenitent p^son who approaches the Lord's 
table miust be an unworthy communicant; and, in 
tile eikimaticm of 8mptQre> every man is impmtent 
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who liyea habitually in the neglect o£ any known 
diity^ and in the conunission of any known ain. ]| 
is to be feared^ many p^sons of this descriptiQai ob» 
wsrve the Lord's snpp^^ m the f<md expectation of ita 
bmng a kind c^ exjuation for past tran^gcessions^ if 
not a license for future ones ; but all such plainly in^ 
volve themselves in deeper guilty by profaning a di*« 
vine institution* 

I only &rthfisr observe here^ that he who engages 
in the Lord's Supper^ without charity^ eats and drinka 
the cup of. the Lord unworthily. The Lord'a Su]^per 
is termed ^'the cmnmunion/' not merely because it 
is a medium of int^course between saints and GoA 
their Father^ and Christ tiieir Saviour^ but also as it 
is a bond c^ fellowship among saints themselvea« 
Here we all sit at the same boards and as a token dT 
the unity of our sentiments and affections^ eat oi tha 
same bread and drink of the same cup. Far henoe^ 
th^ij be the malignant and ii^urious^ the wrathful 
and unforgiving^ the unfeeling and ungenerous. They 
cannot approach without |Nrofaning the holy tables 
they are incapable <^ relishihg the benevolent delights 
of this fratjemal feast How can we properly com** 
memorate the love of " God, who for Christ's sakft 
forgives us/' if we are incapable of fov|^viog an of- 
fiending brother ! Our Lord's in^mction with resped 
to sacrifices ought to be observed with equal care in 
reference to the Lord's supper : " If thou bring th^ 
gift to the altair, and there rememberest that thy \m^ 
tber has ought against thee> leave th^e thy gift be^ 
fore the altar, and go thy way ; first be reconciled ta 
thy brother, and then come and Qfer thy gift *" 



* Matdi. V. 2S, 24.— :The iStetnitioii of this partfcuIiAr has been 
i|ita>tioiiall/ curtailed, as many oC tjie'nmarkf made on ^ seaoo^ 
dVyidon of the &nt genecal head of the sooood di^course^ are equallvr 
»p^caW^b««.^V!de pp.31— 34^ -- "^ 
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5ik, That man-^ftts the btead ^3. diinks ^le eupoif 
^e Lord unworthily, who engaged in the Lord's stip-i 
per in order to gain nnwcHthy ends. The prhnary 
dbject of aU oinr pursuits, whether religious or secu* 
lar, should be the advancement ot the divine glorjr. 
•* Whether we eat oi drink, or whatever we do, we 
should do all tx) the glory of God." This is the end 
which we should chiefly seek in observing the Lord's 
iupper. We are to eat bread and drink wine, that 
tibe matchless love of God our Saviour may be held in 
everlasting remembrance, that the transcendent dis- 
play of the glories of the divine character hi that 
event, of which this ordinance is commemorative, may 
never be forgotten, either by ourselves or other*; and 
may never be remembered, but with sentiments of 
admiration, gratitude, and love. In subservience to 
^is great end, we are to seek in the Lord's supper 
oilr own spiritual improvement, aind that of our Chris-* 
tian Inrethr^n ; we are to come to the table of JesuSj^ 
tibiat our faith may be strengthened, our hope enliven- 
ed, our love inflamed, our devotional afiections ele- 
vated, our good resolutions confirmed, and that the 
hearts of our fellow Christians may be comforted, and 
their hands strengthened in the good work ofthe Lord. 

Such are the ends which the worthy communicant 
keeps steadily in view. But how diflferent from,^ how 
inconsistent with these, are the designs to promote 
which, many professors take their seats at the com- 
munion tkble ! In a sister country, it is no uncommon 
practice to receive the Lord*s supper as a qualification 
for holding situations of honour, or emolument, whe- 
ther civil or military. Hiis custcmi, though sanction- 
ed by law, deserves no better name than sacrilege. 
On the general subject of test la^s, good and wise 
toen have long differed in opinion, and perhaps may 
kwng continue to differ ; but surely no Christian whsk 
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^8-^r ^k^ liitamSt o^ his re^on and his Saviour, 
em^lfiilj^ essmea^ wishing, that if an attachment to s 
peeiaMxt mod^ of Christianity be necessary for fitting 
men^for filling these situations, some other plan of ascer- 
tdaling this attachment could l>e devised, than the prod* 
tiliition of one' of the venerable institutions of our holy 
fiddi. From our local '{Situation, as wdl' as from the 
^rcomstances in which an all- wise Providence has seen 
fyi to place most of us, we are happily not exposed to 
any temptation to this^ gross i^use of the Lord's sup- 
|ier, — but I could not allow so fair an opportunity ta 
pass unimproved, of strongly reprobating a practice 
which forms no inconsiderable part of our national 
gttilt, and which has eoiAiributed largely to the growth 
oi impiety and profkneness. 

Buf there are other unworthy ends which men cn- 
imiWwr to serve by observing the Lord's supper, be- 
BMes tliat now specified. Do none take their place 8t 
Ate'Lord'isf table to be seen of meri? to obtain, pre^ 
serve, or increase a reputation for sanctity of charac^ 
tet, and to serve secular ends by a character thus sup* 
ported? AU such ends, indeed all ends except thoso 
^b&ve specified, when sought by the observation of the 
Lord's supper, are highly unworthy, and stamp the 
piiraon who prosecutes them, with the character of an 
imworthy communicant, ' 

II. Ilie ecmsequenees which the apostle represents 
tf flowing from eating the bread and drinking the 
cup of the Lord unworthily, come now to be consi^ 
dered. These are two:— The unworthy communicant^ 
contracts much guilt,— ** He is guilty of the body an^ 
the blood of the Lord ;" — and he exposes himself ta 
severe punishment,—^*' He eats and drinks judgment 
to himself." 

l^^ The BUwcHTthy communicant contracts much 
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guilt; ''He it guillj of the body and blood rf Hk^ 
tiord." These words have been varioualy interpreted^ 
Perhaps the most ordinary way of explaining them^ ia 
to represent them as synonymous with^ 'he is guil«» 
ty of a profanation of die sjnoabds of the body and 
blood of the Lord *.' This appears to be using an un- 
due freedom with the language of the inspired writer* 
It is to suppose an ellipsis of a kind unexampled^ aa 
far as I know^ in the New Testament. Besides^ it ren« 
ders the declaration^ which is so awful in appearance,, 
in reality almost unmeaning. It makes the apostle 
say little more^ than that he who communicates un^ 
worthily, is guilty of unworthy ccmuuunicating. 

The most rational way of sBcertaimng the meaning 
c^ a scriptural phrase, is carefully to consider those pa8«. 
sages oi scripture in which either the same expression 
or a similar one occurs. The phrase under considem* 
tion is, I believe, a singular one. But in the Old Te»» 
tament, we find the phrase "guilty of blood," used 
to signify murder. The murderer is said to be guilty 
of the blood of the per$on murdered t. In like man*^ 
ner, "to be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord,'* 
seems to signify a participation in the guilt of the Sa« 
vipur's death. 

Ill a literal sense, indeed, the guilt belongs ex- 
dusively to the Jewish rulers who plotted Ips d^ 
struction, the Roman governor who sentenced him 
to death| the Jewi«h populace whose sanguinary 
outcries tempts the timid judge into a compliance 
with their wishes^ and the Roman soldiers who nail- 
ed him to the <;ross, The tragic scene of Mount 
Calvary can never be re-acted. The human nature* 
of the Saviour is placed for ever beyond the reach of 
injury and insult. He is " pass^ into the heavens^ 
and is sat down for ever on the right hand of the Mim» 

* Vide D94^|iid(^ ftadl^mslmi^t in keg. '\ l^vmh. xx«y. 97« 
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jesty oa hi^." A diadem c^ glory now surrounds this 
temples which were bound by the crown of thon}9, 
and the sc^tre of the universe is swayed by the 
hands which were nailed to the cross. But is the 
language of the apostle, therefore, unmeaning ?-« 
By no means. Though und^stood literally it would 
be absurd, considered as a %ure, it conveys in a 
manner the most impressive, a truth the most im« 
portant. It teaches us, that the unworthy communis 
cant is under the influence of the same malignant dis- 
positions which animated the murderers of our Lord $ 
and Uiat, placed in their circumstanpes^ he would have 
imitated their conduct. 

The truth contained in the text, even when thus 
explained, may appear to many a hard saying. That 
the person who observes a religious ordinance, however 
solemn, in an irreverent manner, should discover dispo* 
sitions of the same malignant nature as those displayed 
who hated, persecuted, and slew the Son of God, may 
^eWr a very pioradoxical assertion — " No, says the mere 
worldly and wicked professor of Christianity, it can- 
not be ; had we lived in the days of our Saviour, wc 
would have received and honoured him as the Lord 
from heaven ; we would havQ listened with eagemesS;^ 
faith, and reverence, to his instructions ^ w^ woul4 
have treated his person with veneration and kindness j; 
we would have, protected him frqm yiolejQce^ or died 
in his defence. I do not despair, however, of proving^ 
to the satisfaction of every attentive unprejucUsed hear<« 
er, that, in the sense in which I have explained it, th^ 
imwprthy qgn^nunicant is guilty of tUe body and blood 
of tiie Lord. 

Our attention is more s^qngly arrested by the body,^ 
if I may use the expression, than by the spirit of the 
crime of our Lord's murderers. Our imaginati(m is 
IRore occupied with the injuries and insults heaped^ 
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upon the Saviour^ than our judgment with the princi- 
ples from which they proceeded. Yet there ia not & 
mare incontrovertible principle in morals than tfais^ 
that criminality is todre properly a quality of motive 
&an of action. It is also to be rememb^red^ in order 
to our forming a right judgment upon this subject, 
that the same principle operates very differently in dif- 
foent circumstances. If then the motives which ac- 
tuate the profaner of the Lord's supper be substantial* 
ly the same as those which animatied the murderers of 
the Saviour, it will follow, of course, that they are 
partners in their criminal principles ; and if droum- 
stances had allowed, would have been imitators of theiif 
criminal conduct Now, why did the Jew and the 
Gentile unite in hating, and persecuting, and slaying 
the Saviour ? Was it not because they disbelieved hi^ 
Me^biahship, rejected his sacrifice, and contemned hid 
authority ? And to what other principles can imwortfiy 
oommtmicating, as explained in the former part of the 
discourse, be traced ? Human nature is much the 
•ame in every age. The Jews were not the monsters 
we are apt to suppose them. Their wickedness, in- 
deed, can scarcely be exaggerated, though described 
hi the strongest language ; but place irregenerate men 
of any country or age in the same circumstances, pos- 
sess them with the same sentiments, prejudices, and 
prospects, and they will act substantially the sam^ 
jpart 

But it may be said this is the character of other sins 
tm well as of unworthy communicating: We rea* 
dily admit that it is, for the apostle does not assert 
here that this is the distinguishing peculiarity 
of the crime. Obstinate rejection of the gospel, 
and apostacy from its profession, are described in very 
similar language. The rejector of the gospel, is said 
to '^trample imder foot the Son of Goi, and to account 
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the blood of the covenant wherewith he was sanctifiecl 
an unholy thing." And the, apostate is said to " cru« 
dfy the Son.of God afiresh, and^put him to an opfte 
shame." It seems to follow^ from these remeorks^ that 
ihe guilt of unworthy communicatmg^ though highly 
aggravated, is not singular. May God grant that this 
exhibition of its defonnity may make us all cautiooa 
how we incur it I 

2d, The unworthy communicant eiqposes himself to 
severe pjunishment. He " eats and drinks judgmenl 
to himself/' The mode of expression is remarkabla 
So far as I have observed^ it is singular. Its meaning 
is not^ however^ in any degree obscure. The wovda 
plainly signify, that by thus eating and drinking he 
exposes himself to condemnation. From this passage 
scMoie have rashly concluded^ that imworthy commu* 
moating is uniformly and necessarily connected will) 
everlasting destruction. This is certainly a very un* 
warranted inference. Chreat as is the guilt of this 
crime, and severe as is its punishment, we have no rea^ 
son to think the former irremiasible, nor the Is^ter nni« 
formly eternal. We know from the, apostle John, that 
'^ there is but one sin unto death ;" andfronumr Lord, 
that that sin is the blaqphemy against the HdLy Ghost 
Whatever this irremissiUe sin may be, we have no rea- 
ion to think that it is unworthy commumcating^ Thai 
is obviously a crime directed immediately against 
Christ ; and we know that '^all sin and blasphemy shall 
be forgiven unto men; and if a man speak a word 
•gainst the Son of man^ it shall be forgiven to him." 

But apart from these general condderations, the 
passage itsdf contains abundant evidence, that etoma) 
destruction is not the evil which the apostle h^re ^e;- 
diares to be incurred by unwinrtl^ communicating. 
The word translated '^ damnation" in our Y&sUm, is 
much better rendered in the margin " judgment.*' 
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It is thus translated in Inany other passages of scrip- 
ture. We shall quote a few of them. ''He that 
troubleth you shtdl bear his own judgment, whosoever 
he be." — " Thfe tittie is come when Judgment is begun 
ftt the hou^ of God;** Even a mere English reader 
must {)ertceiye^ th^t it would have been -exceedingly 
liarsh to have rendered the word damnation in these 
passages. 

The nature of the judgments to which unworthy 
communicating subjects those who are guilty of it, 
may be learned from that which befel the offending 
Corinthians : " For this cause/' says the apostle, 
''many are weak and sickly among you, and many 
sleep." In their case, bodily diseases dhd untimely 
death were the judgments inflicted. — But were not 
these merely the forerunners of more dreadful eVils, 
of more lasting pains ? We haVe no reason to think 
)o. On the contrary, a phrase is used to express their 
death, which is neVer in the New Testament applied 
to the death of the wicked. They are said " to faH 
asleep ;" and so far from being the.eamest of everlast- 
ing punishment, we are informed that they were in- 
tended fbr this very purpose, that they might escape 
the condemnation of the wicked. " When we are 
judged," says the apostle, "we are chastened, that 
we should not be condemn^ iHth the world." Theafe 
observations will not be u^kss, if in but on^ instance 
they serve to dissipate those distressing fears which 
are apt to arise in weak perhaps, but tender minds, 
from the very strong phraseology which i^ employed 
in our translation of the Scriptures, and which fre- 
queiltly prevent them from receiving that Unmingled 
satisfaction from this ordinance. Which it is certainly 
intended and calculated to conufnunicate. 

Let no man, however, conclude, from what has 
been said, that the punishment to which unworthy 
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Yxnnmuiucadng exposes^ is but tbmnioh and trifling. 
Like every other sin^ it is damning in its own nature^ 
and if unrepented of, will doubtless form one of the 
grounds of that sentence of condemnation which dooms 
die sinner to unending destruction. Besides, it is n6t 
for us to detertnine hoW often, or in Wh&t instances, 
atas crime in irregene^te men is, even in the present 
state, punished by mental and bodily diseases. 

Nor is the punishment slight to which the Chris- 
tkn (for even he may be guilty of some of the forms 
of this crime) exposes himself, when he eats the bread 
and drinks the cup of the Lord unworthily. The se- 
verest and most apparently wrathful afflictions widi 
which God visits his people, will ultimately be salu- 
tary ; but during their continuance, they may all be 
intolerable. The judgments t)f God, even when wb 
except the most dreadful of them, are infinitely varied, 
and may be awfully severe. Say, Christian, is it a 
final! affliction to be deprived of all sensible commu^ 
mon with thy Saviour and thy God,— ^ be given up 
to be the sport of the malignant ingenuity of thine in- 
fernal foes, — ^to be allowed to fall into some 'gross sin, 
which must deeply wound thy conscience, indelibly 
stain thy character, and totally destroy thy usefulness, 
—to have thine understanding clouded with perplexi- 
ty, and thy heart tortured with fear, — to lose, though 
hot thy security (for that cannot be lost) yet the know- 
ledge of thy security of the everlasting inheritance, — ^to 
be " chastened with sore pain upon tiby bed,*' while no 
Comforting influences are vouchsafed from above,>-^1X) 
be terrified with the prospect of spending an eternity— 
on eternity, too, apparently at hand, in the society of 
devils and damned spirits, under the hopeless do- 
minion of depravity, — ^to be haunted with the idea 
tliat the imrelaxing frown of an oflended Judge is 
fixed on you, instead of the benignant smile 
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of a reconciled Father^— 4n fine^ to die witbout com* 
fort and without hope, unable to give a testimony to 
lihe ppwer of the religion of Jesus^ to su{^port tlie 
mind under the pressure of affliction, and in the pros* 
pect of death ? Say, Christian, are these light «>^% 
or x:anst thou form an idea of misery more exquisitCj 
without borrowing the notion from the regions of de« 
spair ? Yet all these judgments may be inflicted co 
the fainjt who is guilty of unworthy communicating. 

It would be extremely rash to assert, for Scriptuve 
warrants no such affirmation^ that all these judgxaenU 
yrere eyer, in any instance, inflicted upon an errii^ 
saint. In dispensing chastisements to his pe<^le> Grod 
is sovereign and merciful. But let us beware of pre* 
suming on his mercy. To all these evils does the iib« 
worthy communicant expose himself; and were they 
inflicted on him in all their variety and severity, wlio 
durst say that the Almighty was either unmerciful enr 
unjust ? If the true Christian, when he communicate^ 
unworthily, way be thus chastised. Oh how severe fait^ 
be the punishment of the irregenerate profaner of tbe 
body and blood of the Lord ! 

. Before concluding the Discourse, it may be pr^yper 
to guard you against misimproving these truths^— nod 
to urge you to apply them to the practical purposes 
which they are fitted and intended to answer. 

The doctrine of the deep guilt and the great dang^ 
of unworthy conununicating, is misimproved by two 
classes of men of very diflerent characters. It is often 
urged as an excuse for neglecting this ordinance, bjr 
men who are in reality careless about Christianity aad 
its institutions ; and it is sometimes felt hy the sincefi^ 
but timid believer, as a real obstacle in the way 0{)m 
enjoying the privilege and performing the duty of est* 
ing bread and drinking wine in remembrance of ^^b^ 
Savioui:'s dying love. 
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The conduct of the first class of persons .is highly 
crimiiial and feolidi ;— it is to pervert the doctrines 1^ 
die gospel from their true design^ and to extract from 
them an apology for neglecting^ its duties. Are such 
persons serious in their objection ? If they are not, 
let tiiem know, that the will of God^ and the salvation 
of the soul, are much too sarious subjects for quibbling 
dboat, and that " God is not deceived^ and will not be 
mocked." In very many cases^ the real cause of their 
Doi communicating is their insensibility to the obliga« 
tions of Christianity altogether^ or the love of some 
sin whidi they are determined not to abandon. The 
profession of a fear oi communicating unworthily^ is 
but the pretext under which they endeavour to doak 
firom others^ and perhaps from themselves^ their latent 
infiddity and supreme love of iniquity. For if they 
•re so nmdi Ji£raid of condemnation^ ^why are they ni^ 
careful to avoid every sin ? Unworthy c(mimunicat« 
ing is not the only damning transgression. Every sin 
eiqposes to the displeasure of God, and among the rfest 
neglect of the Lord's supper. 

Let such persons remember, if they are indeed un- 
prepared for communicating, they are in a state of ex« 
trisme hazard. They are enemies of God, unfit fen* 
eveaej religious" exercise, condemned already; and, 
should they die in their present situation, they must 
be miserable for ever. To invite such persons, tit their 
present state, to the Lord's table, would be highly im« 
prop^. But we would beseech them, by the " ter- 
rors o^ the Lord," and by the compassions of the Re- 
deemer, to '^fiee for refuge to the hope set before 
them in the goi^l." Let them *^ believe in the Lord 
Jesus, that they may be saved ;" and then let them 
hasten to the Lord's table, to express their gratitude 
lor his redeeming kindness. 

But there is another class of persons who are apt 
D 
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to misimprove the doctrine of the guilt and danget of£ 
unworthy communicating^ possessed of far differeii:^ 
characters^ and to be regarded with far different senti- 
ments — objects at least as much of pity as of blame. 
I allude to those really religious persons^ wfao^ partly 
from a peculiarity of bodily constitution^ partly from a. 
timidity of di^ositicm^ and partly from far different 
causes^ the power of remaining corruption^ and the sug- 
gestion of evil spirits, refrain from conununicadng*, 
lest they should incur the guilt of eating the bread and 
drinking the cup of the Lord unworthily. 

With an individual of this kind I would use the lan- 
guage of friendly remonstrance. My dear Christiazi 
brother, — Do not these fears argue very unworthy 
conceptions of the Saviour ? Do you not think of him 
rather as a hard master, a suspicious t3nrant, who is 
strict to mark every offence, even in those who are 
sincerely attempting to please him, than as an affec- 
tionate, condescending Redeemer, who *' knows your 
frame, and remembers you are dust ?" Will gudi fears 
be sustained as an excuse at the tribunal of God, for 
the neglect of a plainly commanded duty ? Will not 
the recollection of slighted communions embitter the 
cup of death? How canst thou answer to thy con- 
science now> and how on a more solemn day wilt thou 
answer to thy Lord, for in reality offering disrespect, 
though under the appearance of extreme regard to the 
instituted memorials of his dying love ? There is 
guilt and danger in Unworthy Communicating, but is 
there less guilt or danger in refusing compliance with 
an explicit and most peremptory command of thy God 
and Saviour ? — ** But I am unwortiiy to sit down at 
the Saviour's table." And were we to wait till the 
. table was surrounded with worthy guests, in your ac- 
ceptation of the term, when would the feast be cele- 
brated ? The holiest man on earth is not worthy to be 
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admitted to so gr^at an honour-^^o rich a privilege* 
Toknow> and be duly affected with our own unworthi- 
xaeas, is a dear evidence that we shall be acceptable 
communicants* Canst thou appeal^ Christian^ to thy 
God, that it is nothing but a feiur of offending him that 
keeps thee from his table ? In the consciousness of 
this sentiment of complete acquiescence in the will of 
God^ thou hast a proof of thy saintship, and of thy 
right in his estimation to a place at his table. 

But while we guard thus against the misimprove- 
ment of these doctrines> let us also use them as power- 
ful motives to a careful attention to the preparatory 
duties of meditation, prayer, and self-examination, and 
to the state of our thoughts and feelings when engaged 
in observing the Lord's Supper. ^^ God is greatly to 
be feared in the meeting of his saints, and he is to be 
had in reverence by all who are about him." To serve 
him acceptably, we must " serve him with reverence 
and godly fear, for our God is a consuming fire." 
*' Holy and reverend is his name." 

Let us then devote ourselves to deep serious thought 
on the great truths represented in this ordinance, let us be 
frequent and^rvent in our addresses to the throne of mer- 
cy, and let us be impartial and diligent in our researches 
into our own hearts. And when in the multitude of his 
mercies the Saviour brings us to his table, let us, in 
bumble diffidence of our own wisdom, righteousness, 
and strength, but in unshaken confidence in '^the 
grace which is in Christ Jesus," exercise a holy reve- 
rence, a firm faith, and an ardent love. Let us give 
ourselves entirely up to the holy serviced Shutting 
out the world and its vanities, let Christ and his love, 
heaven and its glories, possess all our souls. Let faith 
present us with the view of the unseen Saviour, and 
let love and joy, admiration and gratitude, penitence 
and hope, hold the united empire of our hearts. Let 
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A reflection on^ote ^mn, which were the cause of our 
Sariour^fl matchless suffenngs^ heave the breast widi 
the fii^ oi regret^ and moisten the cheek with the 
tear of penitential sorrow ; while the deligfatfiil assu« 
ranee, that by these sufferings that guilt was expiated, 
and the ultimate extinction of the principles of depra- 
vity secured, removes every thing painful from these 
emotikms, and fills the heart with a '^ jc^ unspeakable 
and full of glory.- 

Thus, instead of eating the bread and drinking the 
cup of the Lord unworthily, we will observe this holy 
ordinance in a manner pleasing to God, honourable to 
our Redeemer, useful to ourselves, and edifying to th^ 
church of Christ. Instead of eatmg and drinking judg- 
ment to ourselves, we shall enjoy a foretaste of the 
^^ hidden manna," and of the ''new wine of the king- 
dom of God/' 
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SELP.KXAMINATION. 



1 Cor. zi. 28. 

Bvi let a man examine hinuelf, and so let kirn eat cfthat 
bread, and drink cfthat cup. 

Ik nodung 18 the religion of the Bible mcnre strikingly 
distinguished fttnn all those £dse and superstidous 
systems^ which artful men have imposed on the credu^ 
11^ and fears of their more unsuspecting brethren^ dian 
m die spiritual nature and the wide extent of that 
homage which it demands from all its votaries. They 
are content with bodily service^ and scarcely interfere 
with the temper of the mind^ or die dispositions of the 
heart. The disciple of Mohammed is reckoned a good 
Mussulman if he be but regular in his ablutions and 
prayers^ — ^if he believe the Koran and venerate the pro- 
jhef^s tomb. The deluded victim of the cruel and 
impure Brahminioal superstition^ is accounted religioul 
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whether we possets these sentimeiits^ whether we 
cherish these feelings. We have the prospect of soon 
observing the Lord's supper. SeIf-examinati<Hi is in 
our present circumstances a most a]^[HK^riate and ne- 
cessary duty. In order to facilitate its performance, I 
shall endeavour, 

I. To direct your attrition to some of the subjects 
about which a man ought to examine himself, previous* 
ly to his eating the Lord's supper. 

II. To point out the manner in which the exercise 
of self-examination ought t6 be conducted. And, 

III. To bring f(M:ward a few motives which should 
stimulate Christians to engage in this exercise. 

I. To engage in the Lord's Supper with acceptance 
and advantage, it is necessary that a man should be a 
true Christian, ^' reconciled to God through the death 
of his Son," and " renewed in the spirit of his mind'* 
by the effectual operaticm of the Holy Ghost ; and a 
Christian, too, whose faith, and love, and penitence 
are in lively exercise. The requisite inquiry seems 
thus naturally to resolve itself into two parts. What 
is my state as a man ? Am I converted or unconvert* 
ed } And what is my character as a Christian ? Am 
I a '^ babe in Christ ?" or am I arrived in some mea- 
sure at maturity ? Am I '* carnal or spiritual ?"* ,Am 
I a backslider? or am I ^'growing in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ?" To use a 
somewhat antiquated but sufficiently accurate phraseo- 
logy — The design of self-examination, before we en- 
gage in the Lord's Supper, is to discover both whether 
we are habitually, and whether we are actually pre- 
pared for it. The two inquiries may, however, with 
sufficient propriety, be conjoined; and the subjects 
about which a man ought to examine himself, may be 
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reduced to diree : his setUimeitis, his affections^ and his 
conduct. 

IH, ItL the prospect of observing the Lord's JSupper, 
a man ought to examine himself with respect to his 
sentiments* Opinion is^ in a good dc^ee, the guide 
of human conduct ; and our sentiments have a direct 
and powerful influence in forming cfer character. To 
discover the latter^ we must be acquainted with the 
former. . . 

A great proportion of mankind^ even of professed 
Christians^ are so ignorant as to have^ properly speaks 
ing, no sentiments on religion at all. If we belong to 
this dass, ^ere is no need of our prosecuting the in- 
quiry any fardier. We have already seen^ that the 
grossly ignorant person must be an unworthy commu- 
nicant *. The great body of you, however, who have 
been admitted into church-fellowship, are, in charity, 
to foe presumed not ignorant. It is to be supposed 
that religious truth has been a subject of thought with 
you^ and that you have formed something like a fixed 
system of opinion. Now, what are your sentiments 
about religion ? — To assist you in your inquiries, I 
shall class the leading subjects in religion under gene- 
ral heads, and propose a few plain questions in refe- 
rence to each of them. 

What are your opinions respecting God ? Do you 
believe that thare is a God ? Have you a realizing, 
impressive conviction of his existence and presence, 
his providence and power ? Or are you *^ saying in 
your heart with tie fool. There is no God ?** Do you 
believe God to be possessed of all the attributes as- 
cribed to him in the Holy Scriptures ; infinitely great 
and powerful, wise and good, holy and just ? Or do 
you conceeive of him as ^^ one altogether like your- 
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selves ? Do yoti betieve him to be so ''aH mercy^ 
as to be unjust ? or. Do you consider him as inflexl* 
hky just and immaculately holy, as Well as infinitely 
benignant and inconceivably gracious ? 

What are your opinions concerning yourselves ? Do 
you not only believe the general doctrine of human 
guilt and depravity, but do you believe yourselves t0 
be guilty and depraved, and to be as gudty and de« 
praved as the Scriptures represent you to be ? Do yon 
believe that *' the imagination of the thoughts of your 
hearts are only evil, and that continually ;" that your 
" heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
' wicked ;" that your violations of the divine law have 
been infinitely numerous, dreadfully aggravated,, and 
altogether inexcusable; that you are *'by nature 
children of wrath ;" and that, being *' dead in tres* 
passes and sins,'- it is both physically impossible for 
you to make atonement for your sins, and morally inb. 
possible for you to restore yourselves to a state of rec^ 
titude ? Or, though you admit that you have sinned, 
do you consider your situation as still capable of bein^ 
remedied by repentance and amendment ? 

What are your sentiments in reference to the Sa^ 
viour ? Are you thoroughly persuaded that the Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ is the great God; that he voluntas 
rily assumed the human nature, and the mediatorial 
character ; that he offered himself a sacrifice for the 
sins of men ; that he " ever lives to make interces- 
sion ;" that he is the all-sufficient and the only Savi« 
our > Or do you conceive of Jesus Christ as a mere- 
man, or an incarnate angel, who contributed much, 
by his doctrine and example, to the promotion of hu- 
man h^piness ? 

What are your sentiments respecting the way of 
salvation through Christ ? Are you persuaded that 
"eternal life is the gift of God through Christ Jesus^** 
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not to be purchased by works^ but received by faitli ; 
that this ^'fjuth is the gift of God," and the work of 
his Spirit; that the '* renewing of the Holy Ghost" 
forma as essential a part of the Christian salvation as 
the atonen^nt of the Son of God ; that there is no 
other way of deliverance for man ; and that this me- 
thod is most wise, just, and good ? Or do you ex- 
pect an interest in the blessings of salvation as the re- 
ward of some exertion made by yourselves ; or con- 
ceive it possible to be saved while unrenewed by the 
Spirit, and the servants of iniquity ? 

What are your sentiments with respect to the in- 
visible realities of a future state ? Are you deeply 
persuaded that there is a heaven and a hell, and that 
you must be for ever an inhabitant, either of the one 
or the other ? 

. What are your opinions with regard to the Lord's 
Supper ? Do you view it as a species of propitiation 
fOT your sins, or merely as a testimony of your grate- 
ful reliance on the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ ? What 
are your sentiments as to its nature, its obligation, its 
design ? 

On what are your sentiments on all these various 
subjects founded ? Have you received them merely 
''by tradition from your fathers?" Are they only 
the prejudices of education ? or, have you seen them 
with your own eyes in the Scriptures of truth, and 
received them on the ground of the divine testimony, 
discerned in the exercise of your rational faculties, 
under the enlightening influence of the Divine Spirit ? 
And are you ready to " give every one who asketh you, 
a reason of the hope t^t ia in you wi^ meekness and 
fear ?" Such i& a speckua^ (om> limits admit of no- 
thing more) of the questkms, by putting which to 
himself a mim BEuiy discover the real state of his sen-*^ 
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timents^ and their accoo-dance^ or discordance^ with 
that system taught in the Holy Scriptiires. 

2d^ In the prospect of observing the Lord's Supper, 
a man should examine himself as to the state of his 
affections. The head may be clear^ while the heart ig 
cold. The professed creed may be OTthodox, ifhUe 
the affections are disordered. In order to kaow what 
we are, we must know not merely what we think, 
but how we feel. In inquiring into the state of our 
affections, we may follow two different methods : we 
may either attend to the different affections, sudi aa 
love and hatred, hope and fear, joy and sorrow ; or 
the different objects a£ affection, as God, his law, 
Christ Jesus, sin, the world, ourselves, and our neigh- 
bom's. Either mode will serve to lead us into a 
knowledge of the real state of our affections. We 
shall adopt the latter. We call, then, on every per- 
son who proposes to observe the Lord's Supper, to a^ 
tend seriously to the following questions :— 

What is the state of your affbcdons towards GSod ? 
Do you, under the influence of " the carnal mind,** 
cherish sentiments of ^^ enmity against Grod ?^ or do 
you ''love him with all. your heart, soul, strength, 
and mind }" Is he the object of your »ipreme esteem 
and affection ? Do you love God for what he ia ki 
himself, as well as for what he has done tor yoa in 
the gifts of providence, and the blessings of grace ^ 
Do you " sanctify the Lord your God in your heart, 
and make him your fear and your dread ^" Doea 
your fear of God arise itom alarm of the effects ci his 
vengeance ? and is it productive of torment ? or does it 
flow from enlarged views of his venearable excellencies ? 
and does it sweetly harmosiize with the emotions Kni 
esteem and love ? 

What is the state of your affectioaa with respect to 
God's law ? Do you feel disjdeased at die extent and 
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qnritaality of the diyine law ; at the purity of the 
precept^ and the severity of the p«ialty ? or do you 
account ''the law holy, just, and good?" Do you 
ddi^^ in the law of God after the inward man ? Do 
you heartily approve of these injunctions of. the law 
that most directly oppose the strongest impulses of 
your corrupt nature ? And is it your desire, not that 
the law were brought down to your weakness, but 
that you w^e cimformed to the law's perfecticm ? Do 
you ''esteem God's commandments, concerning all 
tiiings> to be right ?" 

What is the state of your affections towards the Sa- 
viour ? Is he the object of your indifference or dis- 
like^ Does he." grow up before" you in the reve- 
laticm of the Gospel, "as a root out of a dry ground, 
without ^orm or comeliness?" and, when you see 
him, do you perceive '^ no beauty why ye should de- 
li^ him ?" Or do you regard him as the loveliest of 
all beings, and the kindest of all benefactors ? . Do 
you love him suprmnely, not, indeed, as he deserves 
to be loved, not as you wish to love him, but still ^ 
better than the most valuable earthly possession, or 
the dearest earthly friend ? Can you enter into the 
Apostle's feelings, when he says, " Whom having not 
seen, we love; in whom, though now we see him not, 
yet believing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
^ill of glory ?" Do you feel commimion with him to 
be absolutely necessary to your happiness ? and do 
3rou earnestly dewe and humbly hope to be for ever 
"with him, and to behold the glory which the Fa- 
ther hath givoi ImQ ?" 

What is the state of your affections with respect to 
sin ? Do you account it the most malignant and de« 
testable of all things ? Do you dislike it, merely or 
chiefly on aoeount of its baneful effects on your c<m« . 
sciencei oonttitutiiHi, character, or fortune ; or on ae» 
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count of the dl*eadfiil punishment to which it subjects 
the sinnar in the world to come ? Or do you hate it 
on account of its opposition to the divine character 
and will, and because it rendered necessary the sor- 
rows, and agonies, and death of your dear Lord ? 
Do you hate all sin, even that to which, from consti- 
tution, habit, or interest, you are most strongly in- 
clined? Do you ccmsider liableness to sin as the 
greatest evil of your present situation ? and are you 
disposed to exclaim, with the apostle, " O wretched 
man that I am, who will deliver me &om this body 
of death ?" 

What is the state of your a£Pections with regard to 
this world ? Do you ''love the world and the things 
that are in the world ?" Is the love of pleasure, of 
h<mour, or of wealth, the animating principle of your 
conduct ? Are your chosen companions the men of 
the worid ? Or is the *' world crucified to you, and 
are you crucified to the world ?" Are you " mortify- 
ing your members, which are upon the earth," and 
crucifying the flesh with its affections and lusts ? "Do 
you regard the world as a state you are to fly firom, 
and a place in which you are to have no settled rest^ 
no continued abode ? 

What is the state of your affections with regard to 
yourselves? Are you ''lovers of your ownselves/' 
di^KMed to make your own pleasure, or honour, the 
grand ends of your existence ? Or have you learned 
to sink your own int^ests in the more important con-^ 
cems of the divine glory, and the general happiness 
of mankind? Are you loving yourselves, so as to 
maike the salvation of your soul your principal object,, 
in subservience to the glory of God ? 

What is the state of your affections with respect im 
your fellow-men ? Do you love and honour all meni 
or are you still "hateful and hating eadi other?** 
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Hft?e you an enlightened and fervid benevol^ice for 
all who wear the nature of man ; a deep felt pity for 
all the miserable^ and especiall}^ the morally mise- 
rable ; and a tender love to all who bear the image of 
our Redeemer ?— " We know," says the Apostle John, 
" that we are passed from death to life, because wc 
love the brethren." Do you account the truly pious 
the '' excellent ones of the earth ?" and do you pre- 
fer the poor despised child of God, though learned 
only in his Bible, and wise only for eternity, to the 
accmnplished but depraved possessor of riches, learn- 
ing, and genius ? Are your religious affections not 
merely transient feelings, but fixed principles ? — ^By 
allowing conscience to answer these and similar ques* 
dons, you may easily ascertain the true state of your 
affections* 

3d, In the prospect of observing the Ldrd's Supper, 
a man ought to examine himself respecting the state 
of his conduct. A man's general deportment is, of 
all species of evidence, the most satisfactory, both to 
himself and oth^s, of his real character. Following 
a plan similar to that adopted in the preceding sub- 
jects of inquiry, I shall suggest a few questions re- 
specting conduct, by giving honest answers to which 
you may be assisted in acquiring the knowledge of 
yourselves. 

In what manner do you conduct yourselves towards 
God ? Are you regular and conscientious in the dis- 
charge o£ the duties of religion, public, d<miestic, and 
secret? Dare you not ^^ forsake the assembling of 
yourselves together, as the manner of too many is ?" 
Is there an altar erected in your dwelling ? and is the 
morning and evening sacrifice of prayer and praise re- 
gularly presented ? And do you frequently and re- 
gularly '^ enter into your doset," and pour out your 
hearts before your 6od ? Is your attention to rdi- 
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gious duty ilie effect of principle^ or of habit mere« 
ly ? Does the mere performance of such duties satis- 
fy you ? or are you uneasy luiless^ through their me- 
dium, you enjoy fellowship with God ? Do you walk 
before God '^ with a perfect hearty and serve him with 
a willing mind ?" 

In what manner do you behave yourselves in what 
directly regards your perscmal concerns ? Do you., 
consider your body as a temple of the Holy Ghost ? 
Do you attend to the apostolic injunction^ '^ Be so- 
ber ?" Do you refrain " from wine, wherein there is 
excess?" Do you /^ use this world as not abusing 
it ?" Are you following out that first law of our na^ 
ture, self-love, according to the directions given in 
Scripture ; seeking your true happiness next to the 
divine glory ; preferring the improvement of the mind 
to the gratification of the body ; and, while not ne- 
glecting the concerns of time, prosecuting, with su- 
preme ardour, the interests of eternity ? 

In what manner do you behave towards your fellow- 
men ? Is your conduct regulated by the laws of jus- 
tice and benevolence? Do you ^^ render to all their 
due ? and do you do good to all as you have opportu- 
nity ?" Are you, according to your different stations 
and talents, relieving the distressed, feeding the 
himgry, clothing the naked, instructing the ignorant, 
warning the unwary, and comforting the afficted? 
Do you " look, not only at your own things, but also 
at the things of others ?" Is there, in one w<*d, a 
general ccmformity between your conduct, and that 
enjoined by the divine law ? 

What are the principUs of your conduct ? Does 
the principle of regard to interest or reputation, form 
your chief motive ? or is it respect ta the divine au- 
thority, and love to the divine law? What is the 
ruh ci your conduct ? Is it the opinion of the world, 
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er jour own incHnatioiis ? or is it die unerring law of 
God? What is ^e great end of your conduct? Is 
it sdf in some farm or other ? or is it the divine gloiy 
in your own true happiness^ and that of others ? Par« 
ticular questions might easily be multiplied ; but to a 
mind^ even of very cnrdinary powers^ these are suffi* 
cient to suggest a train of reflection, which must, if 
honestly pursued, lead^ to a discovery of the true state 
c£ character. 

II. The manner in which the exercise of self-exami- 
nation should be conducted, is the second topic to 
which your attention is to be directed. Here we shall 
shortly consider, in their order, the criterion by which 
our judgment is to be guided ; the temper in which the 
examination should be conducted ; and the assistance 
which is necessary to its being carried on with sue- 
eess. 

Istj The word of God is the criterion according to 
which we ought to form our judgments of every sub- 
ject of a religious or moral nature. It is the infallible 
test by which we are to try doctrines and practices. 
It is the sure touchstone by which we ought to exa- 
mine ourselves. In the Holy Scriptures we have the 
diaracters of sinners and saints drawn by the pencil 
of inspiration. The distinguishing features of these 
two classes are very distinctly marked ; and were it 
not for the prevalence of inconsideration, and the 
strange influence of self-love, it would be impossible 
far any man to read the Scriptures without discover- 
ing his own moral likeness. 

In judging of their own characters, men often fall into 
important and fatal mistakes, by taking up with a false 
criterion, adopting the general run of human character, 
or, at any rate, of the character of professional Chris- 
tianity, as the standard by which they try themselves. 
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And they think well or ill of themselyes^ as they rise 
above, or fall below this standard. " They measure 
themselves by themselves ; they compare themselvea 
among themselves, and are not wise." In religion, 
we have to do with God. In endeavouring, flien, to 
ascertain our religious character, the prime object 
ought to be, to discover whethei? it corresponds to 
what is right, not in man's estimation, but in God's. 

There is a very large portion of the word of God 
characteristic ; indeed there is comparatively but little 
of it which may not be improved for leading us into 
a more extensive and accurate acquaintance with our« 
selves. There are, however, some passages peculiar- 
ly fitted fox answering this purpose. I shall mention 
9 few pf them, whiqh you can consult in your retire- 
ments ; The law of the ten commandments ; the fif^ 
teenth; and twenty-fourth, and twenty-sixth Psalms ; 
the beatitudes, and indeed the whole of of our Lord's 
Sermpn on the Mount ; and the practical parts of the 
apostolical epistles. In this point of light, the first 
Epistle of John possesses uncommon value. It may, 
indeed, be termed an inspired directory for self-exa- 
mination^ It is scarcely conceivable how a persoi^ 
wishing to know his real character, <jan attentively 
read that epistle without coming to a deqided opinion 
before he concludes the perusaJi. 

2d, The tempers, Turhich are absolutdy necessary, ii| 
order tp conduct a Cijmrse of self-inquiry with the pro^ 
bability of final success, are principally seriousness and 
impartiality. It is weU remarked, by a pious writer, 
that half the difficulties that are met with in the prose- 
cution of religious inquiry, and the performance of re- 
ligious duty, would evanish, if men would but attend 
to the advice '^ jps^ serioui? *^ ' Witliout this, npthing 

• Milner. 
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oan be dotie to purpose in self-examination. This will 
appear if we attend^ either to the importance^ or to the 
difficulty of the exercise. 

The pointat issue is of inconceivable importance. In an 
inquiry on the result of which our property or life depends 
ed, we wouldnaturally be serious ; but here the subject of 
inquiry is far more interesting. It involves our everlasting 
wel£ure. The question is nothing less than^ Are we the 
friends or the enemies of God ; the children of his love^ 
or the objects of his indignation ? It is, as it were, an 
anticipation of the proceedings of the general judg« 
ment, so far as refers to ourselves ; and, if this does 
not require seriousness, what does ? 

But the exerciseis not only important, but also difficult. 
The difficulty of the duty arises partly from natural, but 
principally from moral causes. The study of ourselves 
is attended with a variety of obstacles. It is with the: 
mind as with the eye : With perfect ease it observes 
external objects ; but it is not without a good deal of 
ecmtrivance and exertion that it can be rendered the 
ob^ct of its own contemplation. The physical difficul- 
ties are small, however, compared with the moral ones* 
We are disposed to think too favoturably of ourselves, 
and are unwilling to »be persuaded of disagreeable 
truth. Evidence, which would prove quite conclusive 
in another person's case, is considered as by no means 
satis&ctory in our own. We easily assume that to be 
true which we wish to be true, and conclude that to 
be &lse which we wish to be false. 

Hence the necessity of the second temper which we 
mentioned, MnpaHfa/%. Thisisaqualificationessentially 
requisite in a judge. We must be willing to hear all that 
is against us, as well as all that is for us. We must not 
allaw ourselves to act the part of an advocate, by 
bringii^p forward palliations, excuses, or defences. 
We hiust not, when the evidence wears an aWrain g 
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vppetatwace, delist from the iiiquify. We matt de* 
tenmne^ at all eventi^ to get at the truths the whole 
truth. A partial self-examinaticm is worse than no 
sdf-examination at all. It hardens prejudice ; it per« 
petuates self-deception. 

Sd, In order to carry on with success a course of 
sel^inquiry^ the assistance of the H0I7 Spirit is abso* 
lutely necessary. It is a radical princijde of the Chris* 
tian institution^ that all right thinking and feehng^ in 
reference to religion and morals^ originate in the ope- 
ration of the Spirit of God. We cannot think a good 
thought as of ourselves. . " Without Christ" and his 
Spirit^ ^^we can do nothing." The reason why so 
many of our attempts at religious duty turn out to no 
purpose^ or worse than no purpose^ is^ that we are not 
duly impressed with a sense of the necessity of diyine 
influence^ and not suffieiendy attentive to the aj^pcmiU 
ed means of obtaining it. 

The assistance of the Holy Spirit is absolutely ne^ 
oessary^ in order to successful sdf*examination. He 
alone is perfectly acquainted with our character. He 
knows not only our actions, but their causes. HeseeB 
the ^nrming thought, the rising desire, the latent in* 
tention. ^^ He searches all things." He has, in the 
Scriptures, furnished us with the means of trying oof* 
sdves ; but he must fix our attention, and irradiate our 
judgment, to enable us to make a right use of these 
means. 

To obtain his assistance, we are ecmmianded to be 
instant in prayer : '* If ye, being evil," says our Lord, 
" know how to give good gi£ts to your diildren, how 
much more will your Father, who is in heaven, give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him ?" Let then omr 
prayers ascend frequent and fervent h^ore the thrane 
of God, for the enlightening influence of the Holy 
Ghost ; which alone can dim^pate the clouds of pre* 
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jiidioe and sdf-decepticm, so apt to envelope tile mind 
when engaged in the inveadgatien of its own moral 
state. " Seardi me^ O God^ and know my heart; try 
mty and know mj thou^to, and see if there be any 
iricked way in me^ and lead me in the way eyetlasting.'' 

III. A very brief illustration oi a few i^ the motives 
whaA. urge to the perfcmnance of die duty of self-ex- 
amination^ ^all conclude the Discourse^ The express 
command of God, the reasonable nature of the exer- 
dse, and its advantageous con8equaioed> all urge us to 
engage in it. 

IH, The authority of God requires us to engage in 
sdf-examination. A clear revelation of the will of God 
is the most powerful motive to duty which can be 
u^ed <m a rational, dependent, immortal being* This 
is not wantii^ in the present instance. Itht words 
in the text are most express : '^ Let a man examine 
himself." Nor less explicit are the words of the rame 
inspired writer upon another occasion: ^^ Examine 
yourselves whether ye be in the ^ih, try your own- 
sdves : What ! know ye not your owhselves, that if 
Christ Jesus be not in you, then are ye reprobates?^ 
•-Besides these explicit injuncdons of self-examina* 
tion, its obligation is im^^ed in almost every precept 
which has a reference to religious duty. How can we 
repent, how can we turn from our backslidings, or 
grow in grace, unless we know our own state and 
character? and how are we to acquire a knowledge of 
tibese but by self-eXamination ? 

id. Can any thing be moire reasonable than that a 
Bum should examine himself? What exercise is more 
smted to bis nature as a rational being ? ^'The proper 
knowledge of mankind is man." Even ihe Heathen 
ssge was so impressed with a saise of the reasondbte* 
\ and importaaee of self-knowledge, that he assot- 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



94 BfiLF-EXAHlKATieN. (^Pktft L 

ed that the maxim " know thyself" was ihe suggetf- 
ticm of the Divinity.— Why was the power of reflecti<m 
given to man^ but that it might be improved ? 
. It is reatonable that a man should examine bims^, 
not merely because he is by hi^ nature fitted for this 
exercise^ but because it is absolutely necessary to pre- 
vent him from falling into dangerous mistakes. Vast 
multitudes^ from neglecting this duty, not only impose 
on others, but deceive themselves. While strangers to 
the Christian character, they lay claim to the present 
• consolations and the future reward, which belong ex- 
clusively to its possessors. Lulled asleep in false se* 
curity, they dream of nothing but peace and happi? 
ness, till '' in hell they open their eyes, being in tor- 
ment." Does not the very possibility of our commit- 
ting such a jpistake, make self-examination in tiie 
highest degree reasonable ? 

3d, Numerous and important advantages naturally 
flow from self-examination. In the Holy Scriptures 
wie find appropriate instructions given to mankind, ac^ 
.cording to their various characters ; but to derive ad- 
vantiage from these instructions, we must know under 
what class we are to rank ourselves. To a ihan who 
knows himself, the word of God must be very uaefuL 
To a man who does not know himself, it can be but of 
little, or rather of no iise. 

Self-examination can do no harm. If all is safe, the 
knowledge of tliis cannot produce insecurity. If we 
are in hazard, the knowledge of this does not increase 
the danger. But this is not all. Self-exaimnation is 
in every case calculated to do good. Are we still 
strangers to the power of religion } A cohviction of 
this is a probable means of rousing us to consider the 
things which belong to our peace. To be convinced 
of danger is requisite, in order to our " fleeing for re- 
fiige to tlie hope set before us in the go^L" Multi- 
Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Disc IV.3 BELF-EXAMINATION. QS 

iades are thoughtless about conversion^ because they 
flatter themselTes they are converted ab^ady ; where* 
as a sense of their awfully hazardous situation^ result- 
ing from an impartial and honest inquiry^ is of all 
ddngs the most likely to produce that serious donddi^, 
which^ by the blessing of Qod, often issues in '' repaid 
tance towards God^ and faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

Are we really religious ? Surely it must be good fat 
us to know that we are so. To make our calling and 
election sure^ is equally our interest and our duty. A 
good man, uncertain about his state, must be unhap* 
py, and unhappy in proportion to his goodness. On 
the other hand, how delightful to know that Grod loves 
us, and that nothing can separate us from his love ; to 
know that all the blessings of grace, and of glory, are 
secured to us by an inviolable tenure ; to know that 
" all is ours, whether Paul or ApoUos, cmt Cephas, or 
life, or death, all is ours, for we are Christ's, and Christ 
is God's !" Neglect of self-examination is a sin, which 
to a Christian carries its punishment in its bosom ; and 
*' in keeping the commandment" in the text " there is 
^eat reward." 

Never is self-examination more necessary than in 
the prospect of observing the Lor^J's supper. From 
-what has been said in a former discourse, it is plainly 
requisite to enable us to resolve the question, whether 
or not we have a right to engage in this service,— 
-whether an approach to the Lord's table on our part, 
^vrould be honourable to our Saviour, or advantageous 
to our own souls ? " Whatsoever is not of faith is sin," 
^ajs the apostle. Communicating then is sin to every 
one who engages in it, without an enlightened con- 
viction of its being his duty to do so, — and this he 
csuinot have, unless by serious self-inquiry he has dis- 
covered that he is indeed a Christian. 
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Self-examination is expressly required as a pr^« 
ratory duty to observiog the L<Hrd's supper. ^^ Let a 
man examine himself^ and so let him eat of this breads 
and drink of this cup." I dare not say that God never 
meets in mercy at his table^ those who have been ne- 
gligent in this appointed preparaticm ; but I will say^ 
that to expect favourable fellowship with God at his 
table in such a case^ is most unwarrantable. Christians 
are apt enough to complain that they derive little be- 
nefit frcmi observing this ordinance ; but it is to be 
feared that one reascm is^ tibey are not careful to draw 
near to God according to the due order. Let us^ my 
brethr^i^ neither neglect nor trust to our preparation. 
To neglect it is gross presumption^— to trust in it is 
deplcxrable superstition *. 



* In a single difcouise on self-examination, to whidi his plan re- 
stricted him, the Author found it impossible to do mwe than merely 
give a general outline, which, howevez, a well-infoimed Christlaii 
will find no difficulty to fill up in his rel^ous exercises. To persons 
who feel that they need assistance in managing their inquiries into 
their state and diaracter, Mason on Self-knowledge, Darracot*s 
Scripture Marks of Salvation, and Walker*s (of Truro) Familiar In- 
tioduction to the Knowledge of Ourselves, in his three Tracts, may 
be very useful. 
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ACTION SERMONS. 



SERMON I. 

THE DEATH OP CHRIST. 

MatTH. XXVII. 50. 
Jesmi tfielded up the ghatt. 



X HB importance of an erent cannot be a ccur at e ly ei« 
timated bj the degree of interest which it immediate- 
ly excites, ot the magnitude <tf the consequences which 
it immediately produces^ Real and apparent import- 
ance are so far firom being necessarily and uniformly 
o<mnected, that objects ofUxk possess the one quality 
exactly in the same proportion in which they are desti* 
tute of the oth^» Events which, cm their occurrence> 
excited deep and general interest, and seemed big with 
the fates of many nations and ga^rations, have some« 
times failed of producing any important or permanent 
result. They have passed by, and are forgotten ; or 
if remembered at all, the recollection is accompanied 
by a sentiment of w<mder, that incidents which have 
be^i proved by their event U> be so trivial, should ever 
have attracted so much regard. On the other hand, 
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the most extensive and lasting revolutions in human 
aflfiurs have often flowed from incidents obscure in their 
origin, casual in their occurrence, and apparently trif- 
ling in their importance. Thus, when the atmosphere, 
overcharged with watery vapour, threatened a deluge 
of rain, have we sometimes seen the black clouds 
dissipated by the winds, or ^chaled by the solar heat, 
till no trace was left of the apparently impending tem- 
pest; while at other times a cloud scarcely bigger than 
a man's hand, and merely staining the pure ether, has 
nqpidly enlarged and thickened, till it has overspread 
the firmament with darkness, and poured out unex- 
pected and desolating torrents upon the earth. 

A moderate acquaintance with the history of past 
ages, or even an attentive survey of the events which 
have given so peculiar a character to the times in 
which we live, will readily suggest innumerable proofs 
and illustrations of the remarks which have now been 
made. There, is not, however, to be found in the his- 
tory of the human race, from the commencement of 
time to the present moment^ an instance in which the 
iqpparent inngnificance of an event was more strcmgly 
Qontrasted by its real importance, ^lan that which is 
so simply recorded in o«r text, ^' Jesus yielded up the 
^st." 

In this event, if we look merely at its external eir- 
oamstances, there is nothing to merit record, or to se; 
cure remembrance. Man's giving up the ghost is an 
event of daily, c£ hourly recurrence. There was in- 
deed something peculiar in Uiis case, for Jesvs died 
upon a cross. But is tli^re any ^ing uncopnmonly 
interesting in the fact, that a poor and unfriended s Jew, 
accused by his countr3nfaen of violating the law o£ their 
£irthers, and aspiring to temporal rule or divine ho- 
nours, should fall a victim to tfidr hatred, and expiite 
his supposed crimes by crucifixion ? The severi^ of 
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his panidimeiit, especially when contrasted with ite 
ddKciencj of die evidence on which he was conde 
ed, mighty indeed^ be supposed likely to excite 1 
dc^^ree of sympathy in the spectators ; but oertainlyr 
tbe probability was^ that hia life and death, his guilt 
or his innocence, would somi cease to be an object of 
interest, and that every vesdge of his existence would^ 
in the course of a very few years, pevish from the eaftlL 

As the interest which this event, considered in it^ 
self, wks calculated to excite, was but slight and tran^ 
ntory, so notiiing could be more unlikely than that i| 
should be followed with any important or permanent 
efiects. Had he been a favourite of the Jewish peo]^, 
and sacrificed to the jealousy of the Roman govern* 
ment, his vi<^nt deadi might perhaps have occasioned * 
a rebellion, which must, howev^ have terminated in 
the chains of servitude being rivetted more strongly 
on that turbulent and unhappy natimi. But when He 
who was crucified was the object equally of hatred to 
the Jews, and of contempt to the Romans, what was 
to have been expected but that his few followers 
should be speedily dispersed, and his name and pre* 
tensions soon lost for ever amid ^' the wreck of things 
which were ?" 

Yet, my brethren, this event, so apparently trivul 
and inconsiderable, formed the grand and cooicluding 
action in a scene the most interesting and impcnrtant 
which ever was, wMdk ever will be, which ever can 
be exhibited on earth. Amid apparent meam^ss, there 
was zeal grandeur; amid seeming insignificance, diere 
was infinite importance. That Jesus who on the cross 
yielded up his Spirit, was the only-begotten Son oi 
Ciod in human nature. That life which he there vo- 
luntarily Iwd down, was the ransom of men innumer* 
able. Heaven, earth, and hell, felt the Saviour's dying 
groan* From that event, consequences infinitely nu- 
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menma, immensely important^ and unspeakably inter* 
eatings have flowed. Revolutions in this worlds ^f^P^ 
ly affecting die present and the inunortal interests of 
mankind^ have been its result ; while among its conse^ 
quences in the invisible state^ faith beholds a guilty 
elect world restored to tiie favour of its Creator^ the 
rights of the divine government vindicated^ the ever* 
lasting covenant ratified, and the gates <tf paradise set 
open. 

While thrones the most and^it and stable have been 
crumbled into dust, and tiieir proud possessors forgot* 
ten among men; while the renown of the warrior, and 
the statesman^ the philosopher, and Ae poet, has pass* 
ed away, the death of Jesus on a cross U not merely 
remembered, but remembered with the deepest inter* 
est and the profoundest veneration ; And now, at the 
distance of nearly two thousand years since this de* 
cease was accomplished in Palestine, we, the inhabi* 
tants of a remote district in a distant island c^the sea, 
have met together to celebrate a religious rite insd* 
tuted for its commemoration, and thus to testify our 
sense of its importance, and our wish that it may be 
held in everlasting remembrance. 

How then, my brethren, can we employ, in a man* 
ner more appropriate and agreeable, the moments 
which are to elapse, before we, according to our Re- 
deemer's institution, cmnmemorate his dying love in 
the holy supper, than in attentively and devoutiy 
eonsidehng those circumstances which rendered the 
death of Christ Jesus so transcendently impcHi»nt and 
interesting ? The most important of these are summed 
up in the following proposition. When Jesus yielded 
up the ghost, an expatory sacrifice was offered up to 
God for the sins of men, — ^the most satisfactory evi* 
dence was given of the divinity of his mission, and 
die truth of his doctrines,— ^apd a most impresdve and 
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exemi^ary exhibition ci active and pasdve virtue was 
{Hresented tothe world. In other words, Jesus diedas 
a Mcrifice, as a martyr, and aa an txample. To these 
three views of that most important eveaX,, the comme- 
ixuNration of which is ihe principal design of our pre- 
sent assen^iiling^ your attention shall be successively 
directed in the sequel of the discourse. 

I. When Jesus yielded up the ghost^ he offered him- 
self as «a atiming a^ierifice for Uie sins of men. 

The universal guilt and dej^avity of mankind are 
attested by observation^ experience, and scripture. The 
general appearances of things evince a disorder in tiie 
iatelHgent creation of God, whidi could ha ve originat- 
ed only in a vi<dation <tf those laws which he had en- 
joined, and by a careftd observance of which alone it 
could be preserved in its p]:iaieval harmony and beau- 
ty« Every man who has reflected at all on the work- 
ings of his own mind, will readily acknowledge he 
is a sinner,— <:onseious of guilt, and afraid of pu- 
nishment ; and the explicit declaration of Scripture is, 
''All have sinned, and come short of tiie glory of God." 
In these circumstances, without doubt, tiie most im- 
portant objects of inquiry which can engage the atten- 
tion of the human mind are, the practicability of re- 
storation to the divine favour, and, on tiie supposition 
of such a restoration being practicable, the mode in 
whidi this most desirable object is to be gained. Now, 
it is a curious fact in the history of the human mind, 
and seems »carcely accountable but on the hypothesis 
of a primitive revelfttion, fragments of which have been 
preserved among all nations— <tiiat mankind <^all coun- 
tries and ages, and in every various stage of civiliza- 
tion, have agreed in tiie general outiine of their senti- 
monts on these important subjects, notwithstanding 
the great diversity which prevails in their manner of 
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Oitit^ q> thai outline*. There seraie to be an univnw 
Mlpemuaian, that the Divimty^ theu|^ <rfEHidc4> may 
be propitiated; that lepentaiice and refoigsiatieii ave 
o£ tfacnaelves inaffieaeiQits Unr thi» purpose, and* that it 
caa only be effe^ed through means ef an atonhig ea» 
crtfiee, that is, by aubstitiitisg someperscm or thing in 
the room of the oficDder, and devoting the victim to 
the destruction to which the sinner was downed. 
, But, whUe the unenlightened nations seem deeply 
to have fek the necessity of offi^ng^ in some form or 
other, salis&ctkin to the offended justice of heaveix» 
they were totally in the dark respecting what was ne- 
ceaaary to constitute an acceptable saerifiee. The lives 
c^ the brutal creation were lavishly squandered to ob* 
tMn the remission of human guilt ; and [not unfire* 
quently, under the influence of a gloomy superstiticsi, 
which extinguishes all soise of die mcse amiable at* 
tributes of Deity, in a dread of his vengeance, have 
the most sacred principles of our nature been out^ 
raged, the circumstances of tender age and near re- 
lationship disregarded, and the altars of the Divinity 
stained with the blood of innocent infants, to expiate 
the crimes of their guilty parents. At the redtal of 
these horrid rites, humanity shudders and weeps ; 
while reason plainly perceives their inutility, and la« 
ments the infatuation of minkind in endeavouring to 
atone for one crime, by the commi8si<m of another 
still more foul. Yet, however absurd and criminal 
the mode of expression, it is easy to recognise, in tiiese 
rites, the general principle of the inefficacy of repen« 
tance, and the necessity of sacrifice. 

The same princif^es are plainly taught m the Scrip, 
tural revelation. The whole of th^ Mosaic ritual pro« 
ceeds on the principle, that, in order to render the 
Deity projutious to man, satis&ction, in some ibrm, 
must be made to his law and justice ; and an inspired 
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mterpTeter of the^e institiitions informs as, that they 
weee intended to teach; that '^without shedding of 
bloody there is no remission." 

The Mosaic sacrifices, though of divine appoint* 
ment» and though efficacious for the purpose for which 
they were instituted, were altogether incapable of 
making an expiation for moral guilt Enlightened 
reason can trace no c<miiection between the shedding 
of the blood of an irrational animal, and the remission 
oi the guilt of a human transgresscnr, 4ind readily ac* . 
knowledges the truth ai the apostle's declaration^ that 
" it was not possible that the blood o£ bulls and <^ 
goats should take away sin." Indeed, the only way 
of accounting ^r their institution, in a consistency 
with the divine wisdom, is by supposing (and the New 
Testam^it Scriptures fully authorise the suppositicm) 
that liiey w€9re intended to keep constantly befcnre the 
mind the doctrine of the necessity of atonement in or* 
der to pard<m ; and to prefigure that great propitia* 
tory sacrifice, which, ^' in the end of the age," was to 
expiate the sins of mankind. 

Now, that sacrifice, which imeidightened reascm 
perceived to be necessary, but sought in vain to ob» 
tain,-«4hat sacnfice, of which all the legal atonements 
were merely figures, is to be found in that course of 
dbedience and suffering, which Christ Jesus terminaU 
ed on the cross when he yielded up the ghost. Ac^ 
Ciordingly, whi»i we say that Christ offered himself aa 
atoning sacnfice, we mean that, in consequence of hia 
sustaining the sufferings and death which guilty m^m 
deserved, it became consistent with the divine mond 
chasacter and government to pardcm and save those in 
whose stead the Saviour suffered and died. 

No mtxk eaQ read the Scnptores, with any deg^pee at 
attention, without noticiii^ the -dose connection which 
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is represented as existing between the death of Clmst 
and the salvation of men ; and he must be strangely 
blinded by prejudice, who does not perceive, that an 
efficiency in procuring human redemption is ascribed 
to that event, of a kind totally different from, and far 
superior to, its influence as an evidence of doctrines, 
and an example of virtue. At the same time, it can- 
not be denied that, in explaining the nature of this 
efficiency, some very good men have attempted to be 
'* wise above what is written." The precise manner 
in which the sufferings and death of the incarnate Son 
of God in the stead of sinners, rendered it consistent 
with the perfections of the divine character, and the 
rights of the divine government, to dispense pardon 
and salvation to the believing and penitent sinner, is 
probkbly a mystery which even angels but imperfect- 
ly comprehend. *' This knowledge is too wonderful 
for us ; it is high, we * cannot attain to it.** The fact, 
however, is most certain, tiiat these sufferings and 
this death were expiatory, imdergone in the room of the 
guilty, intended to be efficacious, and, in feet, found 
to be so, for their deliverance from guilt, depravity, 
and destruction. 

On any other supposition we will find it impossible 
to accoimt fbr the sufferings and death of Christ, in a 
consistency with the perfections of the Divine moral 
character, and t6e principles of the Divine moral go- 
vernment. That under the administration of a Being 
infinitely benignant and just, a person like Jesus Christ 
should not merely not be uniformly and perfectly hap- 
py, but should be visited with calamities so numerous, 
varied, and severe, that ordinary human misery eva- 
nishes into nothing in the comparison, is certainly a 
strange, and if we look no farther than, to the events 
themselves, a most unaccountable dispensation. It is 
altogether unaccountable on the principles of those who 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Ser. 1*3 THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 107 

deny the doctrine of proper atonement. ^ Suppose^ ^or 
a moment^ the Saviour to be a mere man^ as he is ad« 
mitted on all hands to have been a perfect man^ how 
is it consistent with the Divine justice and goodness 
that such a person should suffer and die ? The suffer* 
ings of other men may, however good, be accounted 
for, on the principle that they are parts of the system 
of moral discipline that is necessary to purify them 
from their faults, and perfect their vii ..ues. But he 
who is already pure needs not to be purified. He who 
is perfect needs not be perfected. 

But may not the sufferings and death of the inno- 
cent, the perfect man Christ Jesus, be sufficiently ac- 
counted for, on the principle that they attested the 
truth of his doctrines, and illustrated at once the prac- 
ticability and excellence of his prec^ts ? We fearless- 
ly answer in the negative. For, in the first place, 
Christ's sufferings and death, though they did answer 
these purposes, were not absolutely necessary to an- 
swer these purposes. The divinity of his mission was 
abundantly proved by other evidence ; and if the va^ 
rious duties of Christianity could not be illustrated 
without its Author submitting to suffering and death, 
this end might have been gained without his suffering 
so severely— 'Without his dying on a cross. Had ther^ 
not been another and a more important end m vieu 
we may warrantably assert, there was a waste of aui 
fering and of blood. A second consideration, whid 
shews the imsatisfactoriness of the proposed wixy of ao 
counting for Christ's suffering and death, is, tlut even 
supposing Christianity could not have been confirmed 
and illustrated in any other way, it accord» i^ot witlt 
the divine character to do injustice (&nd in the sup- 
posed case there is obvious injustice,) that good may 
come. 

The system, which attempts to account far the suf^ 
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ienng^ and detA of Clinst^ ob the principle^ that hj 
them he merited- for himself the sovereignty of th« 
universe^ in the exercise of which he bestows salvation 
mi those who acquiesce in his tarms^ is equally unssH 
dsfactory. it labours^ indeed, under predsely the 
same difficulties as the system we have just been con* 
sidering. For might not the sphere of his exertion 
have been so placed^ as that the ultimate object might 
have been gained without suffering so severely— with- 
out dying accursed? And, if it could not, why should 
justice be violated, in order to save the guilty from 
destruction ? 

But, admit the doctrine that the sufferings ^nd death 
of Christ were an expiatory sacrifice, and light dawns 
on the darkest of the ways of God. Man deserved to 
suffer extremely, and to die accursed. Standing in 
man's place, the incarnate Son of God met with man's 
desert. It may be said, however, that this is not to 
remove, it is only to shift the difficulty. Admitting 
the Saviour's substitution, we do net wonder at his 
expiatory sufferings; but is there not an equal difficul- 
ty in conceiving of the Son of God becoming man's 
substitute? It is true that the difficulty, though shifi^ 
ed, is not removed ; but it is also true that, by being 
shifted, the nature of the difficulty is changed. In the 
former cases, the difficulty was to reconcile contradic« 
tions. In the present case, it is to comprehend infi« 
nities. In truth, it is just the difficulty which meets 
man on all such subjects, when he pushes his inqui- 
ries to a certain length, the difficulty of " finding out 
God to perfection." There is here no injustice. The 
Son of God, who is equally with his Father, " God 
over all blessed for ever," had a complete power over 
his human nature ; and there is no injury done to 
justice, to wisdom, or to goodness, in treating him ac* 
cording to the character which he volimtarily assum- 



d by Google 



Ser« 1*2 TS9 0BATH OP CHRIST. 109 

eA, when an olij^ct so great and beneficent as t^ re« 
mission of the sins and the salvation of the souls Of a 
multitude wh<»n no man could number^ was to be 
gained by it^— an object wbicl^ so far as we can see^ 
could have been gayied in no other way^ which most 
certainly could be gained in no other way so well. 
We readily acknowledge^ that we find it not only dif- 
ficulty but impossible^ to conceive adequately of that 
infinity of wisdom^ benignity^ and justice^ which the 
formation and execution of suq|i a scheme of redemp* 
ti<m necessarily imply ; and^ seated at the foot of the 
cross, we wish to look up^ with adoring gratitude^ 
and exclaim^ ^' O the depths both of the wisdom and 
of the knowledge of *God ! how imsearchable are his 
counsels^ and his ways past finding out !" 

The doctrine^ that ifye death of Christ was the death 
of an expiatory victim, is not only absolutely necessary 
to account satisfactorily fcH* the facts, but is stated 
in the most explicit terms in the Holy Scriptures : 
^' His soul," says thfe prophet Isaiah, " shall make a 
propitiatory sacrifice^*." "The Son of Man," says the 
Saviour himself, "came to give his life a ransom for 
many." " Christ Jesus," says the Apostle Paul, "is 
set forth a propitiation through faith in his blood." 
" Christ, our passover,^ is sacrificed for us." " God 
sent his Son^" says the Apostle John, " to be the pro* 
pitiation for our sins t." 

When Jesus yielded up the ghost, he completed the 
great work of atonement : " He finished transgression^ 
and made an end of sin, and brou^t in an everlasting - 



* Isa. liii. 10. Lawih. 
-f I John iy. 10.— The veader may also coosnU thefScAowing pat* 
aag^ : Isa. liiL 5 — 8 ; Matth. xxvL 38 ; Mark x. 45 ; Acts viiL 
32, 33 ; Rom. iv. 25 ; Rom. v. 6—10 ; 1 Cor. xv. 3 ; 2 Cor. v. 
21; £ph.i.7; CoLi.l4; 1 Tun. u. 6 ; Heb.L3; Heb. iL 17 a 
Heb. ix. 12—28 ; 1 Pet i. 19, 19$ Rev. v. 9^U i ReT, xiii. 18. 
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righlfeousness." It is obvious^ from the passages quot- 
ed and referred to, that the expiatory influence of our 
Lord's obedience and sufferings is not to be considered 
as confined to his deaths though there is a peculiar 
propriety of applykig the term sacrifice to that eyent, 
as it was the crowning act oi lus.obecSence, and the 
termination and consummation of his sufferings. 

The sufferings and death of Jesus Christ were abun- 
dantly efficacious for the purpose for which they were 
intended. His sacrifice ascended before his Father as 
a sacrifice of a sweet-smelling savour; It was accept* 
ed as a full compensation for all the wrongs done to 
the law and goyemment of God, by the sins of elect 
men. 

The efficacy of this sacrifice is obvious from its con- 
sequences : '^ When he had by himself purged our 
sins, he sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high." This efficacy seems necessarily, indeed, to 
arise out of its nature. The sacrifice offered was, in- 
deed, but a human nature. But It- was a human na^ 
ture free from hereditary and personal guilt — ^f^om na- 
tiu-al and acquired depravity; and it was a human na- 
ture, Jnfinilely dignified by umon with the divine, in 
the person ofthe Son of God. Accordingly, we find 
the apostle thus reasons : " For, if the blood of bulls 
and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer> sprinkling 
the unclean, sanctified to the purifying of the fleshy 
how much more shall the blood of Christ, who, 
through the eternal Spirit, offered himself without 
spot unto God, purge your conscience from dead 
voska to serve the living God !" 

U. When ^ Jesus yfelded up the ghost,*^ he gave 
satisfactory evidence of the divinity of his mission, and 
the truth of his religion. 

The divine origin of our holy faith is supported by 
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a host of arguments. The mh^cles which Jesus 
wrought ; — ^the accurate correspondence bc^tween his 
character^ conduct^ and fortunes^ and the declarations 
of Old Testament predictions ; — his glorious resurrec- 
tion from the dead; — the signs and wonders which at* 
tended and followed this event ; — ^the rapid and ex* 
tensive propagation of Christianity^ — and the moral 
miracles which it has wrought on those who received 
it; — all these afibrd irrefragable evidence that our rdi* 
gion is divine. But^ distinct from these sources of proofs 
we apprehend that the truth of Christianity necessa^ 
rily follows from the death of Christy when that fact is 
vifewed in its true light. 

Let us fix our attention for a tittle on the circum« 
stances which attended the Saviour's death. Signs in 
heaven and signs on earth attested the importance of 
the event, and the divine mission of Him who now 
yielded up his spirit. The vail of the temple was rent 
from the top to the bottom ; the earth shook ; the 
rocks rent ; the graves were opened, and many bodies 
of the saints who slept arose. So strongly did these 
concomitants of the death of Jesus afect the mind oi 
the Roman centurion, that he exclaimed, ** Truly this 
was a righteous man; truly this was the Son of God* !" 

It is not only, however, in the miraculous ev^its 
by which it was accompanied that the death of Jesus 
attests the divinity of his mission, and the truth of hi» 
religion. Jesus died as a martyr. His death is a proof 
of the truth of his doctrines, the same in kind, butin^ 
finitely higher in degree, as that which is afforded by 
the death of those holy men who sealed his testimony 
with their blood. 

We are far from considering it as a sufficient proof 
of the truth or excellence of any system, that men have 

• * Luke xxiii. 47 ; Matth. xxtU. 54. ^ ' 
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dkd for it In this case^ systems dtfeetly opposed to 
each othery mi^t equally be demonstrated to be true 
and excellent We are^ indeed^ disposed to think, 
that to die rather than renounce a doctrine is not uni* 
£;>rmly, though it certainly is usually, a proof that the 
martyr believes it The desire of posthumous fame 
may have, in some instances, induced men to suffer 
death, rather than avow a truth which would have been 
fatal to their reputation. And there is no difficulty in 
finding abundance of examples in the history of the 
world, of men's dying in d^ence of principles, which, 
though in reality false, they firmly believed to be true» 

But, in the case of Jesus, it is impossible to account 
for his death, on any principle, that does not necessari- 
ly involve in it the admission of the divinity of his 
mission, and the truth of his doctrine. I take for 
granted in the argument I am about to state, what no 
person will deny, that our Lord's death was voluntary, 
that is, t^t he might have avoided it, either by keep* 
ing out of the way of his en^ooies, or by making an 
open renunciation of all claims to Messiahship. Now, 
this being admitted, there are only three conceivable 
ways of accounting for the death of Jesus : He must 
have died in defence, either c^ what he knew to be 
fiilse, or of what he concdved, thoi^h erroneously, to 
be true, or oi what he knew to be true. If, then, we 
can prove that neither of the two former of these sup* 
positions is tenible, it will follow that the third is the 
troth. 

It is plain that the case (^ Jesus is not that of a per« 
SOIL who died in d^ence of doctrines which he knew 
to be false. For, not to dwell on the abundant evi« 
dance to this effect, whidh may be drawn from the his- 
tory of his life, it is Plough to ask. What possible ob* 
ject could he in this case have had in view ? It could not 
be worldly wealth or fiune ; for, even if his death could 
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liATe procttfedthese^ tif what use «re they to the dead? 
It could not be posthumous honour ; for, had not his 
death been followed by his resurrection^ his imposture 
must have been^disoovered^ and himself held up to the 
sotfn and detestation of every succeeding generation. 

It is equally obvious^ that the case of Jesus is not of 
a person who dies in defence of doctrines which^ though 
really false^ he mistakingly believes to be true; for 
his doctrines were of a kind of which^ if false^ he must 
have known the* falsehood. He died vi support of 
plain matter of fact^ not of abstract principles. If 
there was imposture in the case^ he was the author, 
not the dupe of it. There is, however, no instance 
recorded (and, indeed, we may venture to pronounce 
it a moral impossibility) of an impostor who had no* 
thing to gain by his imposture, and who might easily 
hove escaped all trouble by merely acknowledging i^ 
persxBting in his fraud in opposition to the terrors of 
punishment, and voluntarily exposing hhnself to the 
most excruciating tortures, and to death in its most 
alarming forms, in preference to confessing the truth* 

The only satisfactory account, therefore, of our 
Lord's voluntary death is, that he was firmly x)ersuad- 
ed of the divinity of his mission, — was " faithful to 
him who appointed him," — and sealed his testimony 
with his blood. Thus did our Lord, even in the arti- 
cle of death, bear witness to the truth, and by ascend- 
ing the cross, give a stronger proof of his Messiah- 
ship, than if, in compliance with the insulting propo* 
lal of the Jews, he had come down from it. 

III. When ** Jesus yielded up the ghost," a most 
impressive and exemplary exhibition of active and suf- 
fering virtue was exhibited to the world. While it is 
evident from Scripture, that the great design of our 
Lord's mission was to make atonement for the sins of 
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his people^ it is equally obvious^ that it was intended 
and calculated to answer other important^ though still 
subordinate^ ends. Among these objects must be 
ranked the exhibition of a perfect patteiii of that mo- 
ral excellence which ought to distinguish all his foU 
lowers. 

Of sudi a faultless exempkr mankind stood mueh 
in need. Moral truths in an abstract form^ makes 
ccHnparatiTely a weak and transient impression on the 
mind. It must be^ as it were, embodied and ^Eempli- 
fied, in the character and conduct ot some individual^ 
to render it perfectly intelligible, and highly engagii^. 
This important object was gained in the completest 
manner by iihe life and death of the inbamate Son of 
God. Though subject to all the sinless infirmities of 
^e nature whidi he had assumed, placed isx circum- 
stances peculiarly difficult, and exposed to t^nptadoiis 
singularly severe, he, in no instance, deviated fron^ die 
path of strict'propriety^ but exhibited an example, 
both of the aelave and suffering virtues, in absolute 
perfection. Kety and benevolence were the principles 
which ruled in his heart ; uid his life was an uniform 
t^ior of sublime devotion and disinterested benefi- 
cence. " He has left us an example^ that we should 
follow his steps." To have " the mind in us, whidi 
was in Christ Jesus," and to ^' walk as he also walk- 
ed," is a comprehensive summary of those sentiments, 
and feelings, and habits, which ought to characterize 
the Cluristian. 

It is not, howevar, to the example of Christ in gene- 
ral that I would at present direct your attention, but 
to the example he afforded us in the artide of death. 
'* It is appointed to all men once to die " We can die 
but once ; and on the state in which we die, depends 
the lu^piness or the misery of eternity. It is, plainly, 
then^ at once our duty and our interest to learn to die 
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well ; andrnever was this lesson so impressively taught 
as wh^i Jesus^ on tlie cross, "yidded up the ghost." 
We are taught, by the Saviour's dying conduct, how 
we ought to behave, in our departing hours, to our 
friends, to our ^lemies, and to our God. 

The bosom of Jesus glowed with the purest fire of 
universal benevolence ; but he was, at the same time, 
no stranger to the more tender feelings of consanguini- 
ty and friendship. Of the ardour <^ these principles 
he gave many a striking proof during his life ; but the 
most interesting display of them was that made on the 
cross. It is, indeed, usual to feel, with pecuUar force, 
the closeness ^ the bands of relationship and friend^ 
ship, at the moment when they are about to be severed 
by the hand of death. It is impossible to relate the inci« 
dentreferred to in language so appropriate and touching 
as that o£ the Evangelist John : *' Now, ^b^re stood 
by the cross of Jesus, his mother, and his mother's sis- 
ter, the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When 
Jesus ther^ore saw his mother, and the disciple stamji- 
ing by whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Wd* 
man, behold thy son 1 Then saith he to the disciple, 
Bdiold thy mother I And from that hour that dis« 
eiple took her to his own home." An eloquent voluBie 
could not have taught so luminously, nor enforced so 
persuasively, that tender considerate regard which we 
owe to those with whom we are connected by the 
closest bands, when about to bid ^em a final farew^. 

When '* Jesus jdelded up tilie ghost," he taught us 
how we ought, when dying> to behave to our enemies. 
Forgiveness of injuries was a virtue which oiu* Lmrd 
not only enj(»ned on his followers, but, in circumstan«> 
ces the most trying, actually exercised. With his ex« 
pring breath he prayed for the forgiveness of his mur. 
derera: "Father, forgive them," said he, "forth^ 
know not what tiiey do." " Hiunan nature, in such 
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drcumttances^ is apt to harbour rerj diffierent senti* 
m^its. To be persecuted for no ^Eiult^ to be loaded 
widi foul imputations which we have not deserved, to 
be deprived of life by the hands of injustice, and to 
have the last agonised moments rendered still mofe 
painfbl by virulent insult ; — ^these are wrongs which 
not only would have irritated ordinary patience, but 
even seemed to excuse an appeal to the divine tribu* 
nal, and an imprecation of vengeaiice on the head of 
men so unreasonable and wicked." Yet, even in these 
circumstances, Jesus '' renders blessing for cursing, 
and prays for them who despitefuUy use him, and p«r- 
secute him." Can any one, then, who calls himself 
a Christian, depart out of the world with a heart rank- 
ling with malice against even his worst enemy ? If he 
does so, he contemns at once the sacrifice and the ex« 
ample of the Saviour. 

We are also furnished, in the death of Jesus, with 
an example of the manner in which, when dying,- we 
oqgbt t6 conduct ourselves towards our God. Jesus 
discovered the most perfect acquiescence in the will of 
hb Father, with respect to the time and circumstances 
of his death. He betrays no unwillingness to die, 
though in the prime of life ; and, although the weak* 
ness of human nature shrunk back from that dreadful 
intensity of suffering with which he knew dissoluticMi 
was in his case to be accompanied, yet he expresses 
the most implicit and entire resignation to the will of 
Grod : " O my Father, if it be possible. Jet this cup 
pass from me : nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou 
wilt." *' The cup which my Father hath given me, 
shall I not drink it ?" — Amid all the hqrrors of mental 
darkness and desertion, he maintained unshaken his 
confident reliance on his Father's justice and goodness. 
Even when complaining of dereliction, he daims Him 
as his God : *^ My God, my Goo ! why hast thou for.^ 
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nkea me ?'* And, when just on the verge of the un« 
teen state, he committed his departing spirit to the 
hands of his heavenly Father: '^Father, into Iky 
hands I commend mj spirit." Thus did the Saviour 
die ; and, in the exercise of the same faith and h<^, 
resigniLtion and patience, ought all his followers to de« 
part into the world of spirits. Thus did he ^'suffinr 
for us, leaving us an example that we should follow 
his steps." 

But the value of Christ's death, as an example, is 
by no means confined to the instruction which it gires 
us, of the manner in which we ought to die. It strik* 
ingly exemplifies some of those leading principles of 
his conduct, which ought to animate and r^pilate the 
behaviour -ci his followers. We see the prind^ of 
an implicit obedience to what Giod commands, and an 
implicit submission to what God appoints, most 8ttik« 
ii^y illustrated. '^ He became obeii^nt to death, eivcn 
the death of the cross." Disinterestedness and public 
spirit are also most impressively taught us, in Jesus 
^not pleasing himself, but seekii^ the profit of many, 
that they might be saved." The death of Christ pro. 
daimsto the attentive Christian, ^'Look not every 
one at his own things, but everyone «lso at the things 
of others." Nor does itlesscleflrly teach, orlesspow- 
crfolly enforce, the love of the bre^r^i. With the mf^ 
ef fidth fixed on the cross, who can resist the force of 
the apostle's reasoning ? *' Hereby do we perceive the 
love of God to us, because he laid down his life for us ; 
and we ought to lay down our life for the brethren," 

Such, my brethren, are the chief of those circum« 
vtances, which stunp with ineoncdivable ^gnity and 
hnportfflice, that events in aj^pearance so insignifiotait, 
to ceramemorate wMch, by a religious ordinanoe, is the 
IffindiMd object of onr present meetsug. 
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Cohteoiplate then^ Christians^ with faith^ rever«ii£et, 
gratitude^ admiration^ and jbj^ the dyin^ Saviour^ in 
tiie different characters in which he has now been held 
up to your mindv Behold in him the victim of your 
sins ; the only> the all-sufficient sacrifice of atonement ! 
This is the aspect in which the sacred ordinance^ in 
which you are about to engage^ exhibits him to your 
faith. " This is my body broken for you ; this is my 
blood shed for remission of sin unto many." Rdiy on 
the efficacy of his sacrifice ; relin({ui^ all dependence 
on your own righteoumess ; and when you take into 
your hands the s^no^bols of his holy suffering huma- 
nity^ say. It is most true, " he was wounded f&e my 
transgressions, he was bruised for my iniq^ties, ti^ 
chastisement of my peitce was upon him, and by his 
stripes I am healed. — ^Worthy is the Lamb that was 
dain. To him that loved me, and washed me fr<un 
my sins in his own blood, and hath made me a king 
and priest unto God, eveu his Father j to him be glo- 
ry and dcnninion for everw Amen." 

And while we rest an unfeigned and unsuspecting 
reliance 6n the Kedeemer's atoning oiaifice, let us re«> 
joice that we have such abundant evidence, that in 
receiving this, and the other doctrines c^ Christianity, 
'^we have not followed cu^oningly devised &bles/' 
Let us study, with increasing diligence, the evidence of 
our holy i^th, that we may not be '' as children tossed 
to and ho with eVery wind of doctrine ,-" but may b^ 
enabled to ^' hold fast the Confidence and the rqoidog 
of our hope to the end." 

Nor let us be inattentive to tiie persuasive lessons 
of Christian duty, so impressively taught us by our 
Saviour firom his cross. Let us resolve, in a depea- 
dance on the grace of the Spirit of promise, to imitate 
his example. Let it be the study of our life, to learn t^ 
think as he thought, to feel as- he .felt, to act as h^ 
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atited^ to sofier t&s he suffered^ to Uve as he livedo and 
to die as he died. ^' Contemplatiiig him as in ia glass> 
let us be changed into the same image; carrying about 
with us his dying, 1^ his life also be manifested in 
our mortal bodies." 

In one word, let us consider the death of Christ as 
it were the centre ^ our religion, at once the evidence 
of its truth, and the exhibition t^ its . excellence, the 
only solid gx<ound of the sinner's hope, and the most 
powerful of all incentives to the believer's duty. 
And, '^ God forbid that we dbould glory, save in ^ 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." 



A 
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SERMON II. . 

THE CRUCIFIXION OF CimiST. 



tUKB zxiii. 35. 
There they crucified him. 

1 H£ economy of human redemption is the most won- 
derful of ^1 the works of God. Wide as is the range 
of the human imagination^ it could never have entered 
into man's heart to conceive such a display of divine 
wisdom^ power^ and love ;-^nd now that^ by means of 
revelation^ this economy is brought as fully before our 
minds as our limited faculties admit of^ what consi« 
derate person does not feel himself at once delighted 
and confounded — delighted by its wisdom and benign- 
nity-— confounded by its strangeness and its grandeur? 
On every part of this heaven-constructed fabric is in« 
scribed in legible characters, '^ conspicuous as the 
brightness of a star/' — " My thoughts are not your 
thoughts^ neither are your ways my. ways, saith the 
Ix>rd. As the heavens are high above the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts." 

Put a man, who is a stranger to the gospel revsia- 
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6an, in possestton of die facts of his own guilt and de- 
praYity^ and of the purity c^ the divine nature^ and the 
rectitude of the givine government; tell him that man 
is guilty^ and that God will by no means clear tiie 
guilty ; and bid him conjecture some possible method 
by whidi the honours of divinity may be reccmciled 
with the interests of mankind^ and they delivered from 
die punishment which they have merited^ and to which 
they are doomed. Alas ! " such knowledge is too won- 
derful for him; it is high^ he cannot attain to it" 
The rights of Deity^ and the interests of man^ seem to 
him altogether incompatiUe ; and his most earnest in- 
quiries terminate but in hopeless wishes^ that some be* 
nignant being of a higher order would interpose in 
his behalf^ though how even such an interposition 
could avail him^ he cannot conjecture. This is the me- 
lancholy result c^ 1^ his inquiries : ^' The redemption 
of the soul is predous^ (O how precious I)^ but it must 
cease for ever." 

Let him now be informed, that the Divinity, infinite 
in mercy as well as justice, has determined to save a 
lost world ; and let him be called on to say, what are 
the jH'obable means which he will employ, in order to 
gain an &ad so great and beneficent ? He will find 
himself equally at a loss as before. He may think^ 
perhaps, of the agency of some of those angelic beings, 
so far superior to him in wisdom, power, and purity, 
as likely to be employed, though altogether incapable 
cf forming any distinct conception how even their 
ilgency coidd accomplish the intended purpose. What« 
ever notion he might form, we may safely assert tiiat 
the truth would never occur to his mind ; — the appa« 
rently most presumptuous thought would never arise, 
diat jdie Son of God, '' the brightness of the Father'a 
glory, and the express image oi his person," the part- 
F 
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ner of his counsels^ and the equal sharer of his fddd« 
ties and honours^ should become the minister of hi« 
mercy to the worthless rebel, man. 

But suppose him in possession of this important and 
wonderful fact, that the eternal Father had determined^ 
by means of his eternal Son, to save a ruined race ; in 
what manner would he think it likely that this illus- 
trious personage would accomplish his great and god* 
like enterprize ? This inquiry seems, at first view, 
somewhat mate within the range of the human facul- 
ties, and he would readily picture to himself that 
wisest and best of Beings descending from his native 
heaven, in all the pomp of filial Godhead, into the 
world he was to regenerate ; terrifying, by the light- 
nings of his anger, the rebellious into obedience; 
banishing, by the word of his power, all the varied 
forms of crime and wretchedness from the earth; while 
knowledge and purity, order and peace, religion and 
virtue, spring up and flourish under his smile. 

But *' the wisdom of this world is foolishness with 
God." " Forasmuch as the children are partakers of 
flesh and blood, he also must take part of the same. 
The Word must be made flesh, and dwell among men.**' 
The Son of God must become the man Christ Jesus. 
But surely, if this illustrious person is to assume hu- 
man nature, he will assiune it, not in its present de- 
graded state, liable to pain, decay, and death, but as 
it was possessed by our original parent, beautiful, vi- 
gorous, and immortal : his rank will be the most ex- 
alted known among mankind, and his life an even 
tenor of uninterrupted enjoyment. No; '^madc in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, he must be a man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief; his countenance must 
be more marred than any man's, and his form than the 
sons of men;" and even He can procure the for£^ted 
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life of Bdankind at no easier price than the sacrifice of. 
his own. 

- But, might the amazed mortal exclaim, if the un- 
bending sermty of justice render his death necessarjr, 
and if his matchless love render him willing to die, 
surely the bands of mortality wiU be gently unloosed^ 
and death, in its least alarming form, (for in all its 
forms it is alarming), be the lot of the Saviour of men ' 
<-^f the Son of God. Humble thyself to the dust, 
proud human reason, nor dare to sit in judgment on 
the counsels and dispensations of God. '^ It became 
Him, by whom are all things, and through whom are 
«]1 things, in bringing many sons to glory," to devote 
his only begotten and well beloved Son to the death 
of the cross. '^ Oh the depth of the riches, both of 
•the knowledge and the wisdom of God ! how un- 
searchable are his judgments, and his ways past find«i 
,ing out !" 

To that highly mysterious part of the economy of 
human redemption, the death of the Son of God upon 
a cross, the words of my text, and the design of our 
meeting, equally call on us to direct our devout and 
admiring minds. After a brief account of that mode 
of capital punishment to which the Saviour submitted 
to procure our redemption, I shall institute an inquiry 
into some of the important ends which are answered, 
by his undergoing death in a form so disgraceful and 
agonizing ; in the prosecution of which it will, I trust, 
become apparent, that we have reason^ not merely, to 
adore the depth, but to admire the wisdom of this di* 
vine dispensation. 

In no page of the history of man is the depravity of 
his nature more decidedly recorded than in that which 
treats of capital punishnients. That crimes of a nature 
peculiarly hazardous to society may and ought to be 
punished by the infliction of death on the offender, is 
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the dictate of reason and the command c^ God. But 
the malignity and hard-heartedness of depraved hiL* 
manity have been strikingly displayed in multiplying 
uimecessarily the offences which expose to this severest 
of punishments^ and in attaching to it? inffic^ioii 
many circumstances of pain^ shame^ and horroTy 
which^ while they added largely to the sufferings of 
the individual^ were of no use in promoting the only 
object which public justice ought to have in view, 
the deterring others from the commission of simflar 
enormities. 

Among these modes of punishment^ which seem to 
have been invented rather to glut revenge than to sa- 

' tisfy justice^ must be numbered that to which the S»- 
viour pf the world submitted for its redemption. The 
punishment of the cross seems to have originated »- 
mong the Romans^ — a people remarkable for liieir £^ 
rocious and sanguinary disposition^ and was among 
them inflicted only on offenders of the meanest rank 
and most atrocious character. After being stripped of 
his garments^ and lacerated by rods^ the criminal, 
condemned to this punishment^ was fastened to the 
cross^ which was formed of m large plank of timber 
placed upright in the earthy with a transverse beam near 
the upper end of it. To this dreadful instrument of 
death the miserable victim was fast^ied by inm hcAts 
driven through the hands and feet> — the feet being 
nailed to the upright post^ and the hands in an extendi 
ed posture to the extremities of the transverse beam. 
In this situation the unhappy subjects of this barbarons 
punishment were left to consume in ling^ing and 
dreadful torments. As none of the parts essential to 
hfe were immediately injured^ none of tiie vital actions 
directly impeded^ and none of the larger blood-vessda 
•et open^ the death was necessarily slow ; -vfhile the 

vBiidtitude of nerves^ which terminate in the hands and 
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fifett^ giving tiiiese parts the nicest sensibility, rendere4 
the degree of suffering exquisitely severe. 

Such was the death, to which, it seemed meet to In* 
finite Wisdom, that the incarnate Scm of God shoul4 
submit £ix man's salvation. From the above account 
it is obvious, that this mode of suffering death was in^ 
tensdy painful. The body was placed and kept in a 
most uneasy posture, the most sensible parts of it rude* 
ly torn by rugged pieces o£ iron, and the open wounds 
exposed to all the injuries of the weather. Nor was 
the pain merely intense ; it was also protracted. In 
some cases criminals continued alive for days cm the 
cross. The period of Jesus' agcmy indeed was, from 
circumstances peculiar to his case, shortened ; yet, du* 
ring the hours he hung upon the cross, it may be safely 
asserted, that he suffered every moment more than the 
psngs cit an ordinary death. 

The punishment of the cross was, moreover, pecu^ 
liarly opprobrious. It was a servile punishment. No 
Roman citizen could be legally crucified, whatever was 
his^crime. It was appropriated to slaves, a class of 
men whom the ancients seem to have considered as an 
inferior order of beings, and scarcely, if at all, entitled 
to the ordinary rights of humanity. When our Lord 
was crucified, he endured the highest indignity which 
his enemies could put upon him. ^' He was as a worm, 
and no man ; a reproach of men, and despised of the 
people." 

In addition to its extreme pain and shame, this mode 
of punishment was marked with the divine maledic*- 
tion. It is written in the law of Moses, which is the 
law of God, " Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree." The cause of this malediction has afforded 
room for many inquiries and conjectures among speeu* 
lative theologians. But it is enough for us to be as-* 
sured of the fact, and to know, that among all the ag-^ 
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gravating circumstances whkh attended the dcadi et 
the cross^ in the case of our Lord^ this was not the 
leasts — ^ihat it pointed him out as the victim of divine 
^engeance^ a suffinr^ for sins^ though not his own. 

That the death of the Son of God would have been 
efficacious for the redemption of his pec^le, in what* 
ever way it had been efl^ted^ we have no reason to 
doubt. The efficacy of his blood depends on its being 
the blood of a person of infinite dignity^ and shed by 
the appointment of the Supreme LegislatcMr ; and not 
on the particular manner in which it was shed. With- 
out doubt^ however^ there were wise and good reasons 
why^ out of the countless variety of violent deathsiy. 
the most painful and shameful of all should have- 
been chosen as that by which the Messiah should 
gl<Mrify God^ and ransom mankind. Many of these 
reasons may lie hid in the divine mind ; but, we ap- 
prehend^ so many of them are apparent as may and 
ought to lead us to recogniae the wisdom, as well aa 
the sovereignty of God, in appointing the sins of the 
world to be expiated by the death of the cross. 

To some of the ends, which the death of Jesus on a 
cross was calculated to answer, and has in effect an« 
swered, I am now for a little to solicit your attention. 
The death of the cross proved our Lord's divine mis* 
sion, — ^pointed him out as a sufferer for sin, — illustrate 
ed the inconceivable love of the divine Father and 
Son, — shewed the prodigious malignity of human trans^ 
gression, — discovered the spiritual nature of the Re- 
deemer's kingdom,-^rendered the ulterior success of 
the gospel more illustrious, — trucified the world to hia 
followers, — and furnishes them with the most powerful 
motives for avoiding sin, and per^rming duty. Ta 
the different parts of this enumeration, we shall suc« 
oessively direct your attention. 

1st, The crucifixion of Christ Jesus proved the di-» 
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ykmtf of his mission. This dedaration may at first 
view appear paradoxical. To deduce a proof of his 
Messiahship^ from the purity of his life^ the reason- 
ahleness of his doctrines^ and the splendour of his mi- 
racles, may appear sufficiently natural ; but how his 
death, and especially his death upon a cross, can af- 
ford evidence of his being a divinely appointed Saviour, 
may not, at first view, be very apparent. Without 
doubt, neither crucifixion, nor any of the other suf- 
ferings of our Lord, are in thenuelves evidences of his 
Messiahship ; but they are so, both as they clearly 
prove that our Lord himself believed in his own divine 
mission, which he could not have done unless it had 
been real, and as they are the fulfilment of Old Tes- 
tament prophecy. 

No man will suffer and die in attestation of what he 
knows to be false, when there is no object to be gain- 
ed by persisting in falsehood, and when life may be 
purchased by an acknowledgment of the truth. The 
application of this general principle to the case of 
Jesus is easy. In a discourse on the death of 
C^brist, lately delivered to you, I endeavoured brief- 
ly to unfold this argument *. All that was said then 
is equally applicable to the present subject, with this 
addition, that the death of the cross being of all deaths 
the most opprobrious and agonizing, was in every re- 
spect the least likely to be voluntarily submitted to by 
a deceiver in support of his imposture. 

It is, however, principally in the second point of 
view, that I intend at present to consider the cruci- 
fixion of Jesus, as a proof of his divine mission. That 
the Messiah was to be a sufferer in an extreme degree, 
and that, after a life of labour and sorrow, he should 
die a death of agony and shame, was plainly foretold 



• Vide Sennon I. 
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1^ the Old Testament prophets. But this is not all. 
The mode of his deaths a mode of capital punishment^ 
St the time of the publication of the pro^^ecy^ it is 
likely^ altogether unknown among the Israelites^ is 
particularly predicted. In the twenty-second Psalm^ 
the whole of which is a very striking prophetic account 
o£ "the sufferings of Christ, and the glory which 
diould follow/' it is expressly foretold, that, when ''the 
assembly of the wicked had inclosed him, they would 
pierce his hands and feet." To the same circumstances 
does the prophet Zechariah refer, when he says, in the 
person of the Messiah, ''They shall look on me whom 
th^ have pierced." 

The manner of oiir Lord's death was predicted, not 
wily by the Old Testament prophets, but by himself* 
so that it at once proved him to be the Messiah promised 
to the fathers by the fulfilment of their predictions^ 
and directly proved that he was a true prophet by 
the accomplishment of his own. He intimated the 
mode of his death at a very early period of his minie^ 
try : "As Moses," said he, " lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, ^ven so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up : that whosoever believeth in him might not perish^ 
but have everlasting life." " And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto me. This he 
said," adds the evangelical historian, "signifying what 
death he should die." Nor did he speak of the manner 
of his death in figurative language merely, which it 
might be supposed the imagination of his followers ap- 
plied to the event. On this subject he " speaks plain- 
ly, and speaks no'proverb." "Behold," said he to the 
disciples, as they journeyed in Jerusalem, "we go up 
to Jerusalem, and the Son of man shall be betrayed 
unto the chief priests, and unto the Scribes, and they 
shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to 
the Gentiles, to mock, and to scourge, and to cruc^ : 
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aQ4 the tbird day he shall rise again/' " Ye knoW," 
said he on another occasion^ ''that after two days it 
the paasover^ and the Son of man is betrayed to be 

No single prediction^ by its fulfilment^ more striking- 
ly proves the Messiahship of Jesus than that of faia 
crucifixion. It was an event entirely beyond the reach 
of human foresight ; and the prediction is far too dr^ 
cumstantial to allow of the supposition that the fulfil* 
ment was accidental. That the Messiah^ whom thg 
Jews so long and anxiously expected^ should^ when h* 
made his appearance^ be put to death by his country* 
men^ was in itself a very improbable event. That he 
should be crucified^ was all but impossible. Crud* 
fixion was not a Jewish^ but a Roman punishment. 
Stoning to death was the punishment appointed by the 
Mosidc law, fOT the crimes of which Jesus was accused^ 
and, but for circumstances in the highest degree con* 
tingent, — ^the subjugation of Judeaby the Romans, anJ 
the weak and unprincipled character of the Romai 
governor, — this punishment,' rather than crucifix!^ 
would have been inflicted. Thus we find the Jewial 
rulers, in bringing about the crucifixion of* Jesus; were 
the unconscious agents of fulfilling a prediction, by 
the accomplishment of which the victim of thdbr nui* 
lignity was '' powerfully declared to be the Son of 
God." " Wonderful catastrophe ! replete with my** 
teries, among which the harmony of Divine Providence 
with human liberty is not the least Mechanical 
causes, governed by a single intellect, could not with 
more certainty have wrought the pre-determined el^ 
feet Independent beings could not have pursued 
with greater liberty than the persons concerned in thia 
horrid transaction, each his separate design *." Truly, 
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O Lord^ thoii art greater than aH^ gods r for^ in the 
things wherein men deal proudly^ thon art above them." 

2d, The crucifixien of Christ pointed him oiit> as a 
sufferer for sin^ the victim of human transgression* 
• The sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ, which ter- 
minated in his dea^ on the cross, considered ki them-- 
selves, prove nothing but that he was the object of the 
extreme malignity of those who inflicted them. Con- 
sidered in connection, however, with his absolute in- 
nocence and perfection, they are altogether unaccoun- 
table, but on the supposition of hi« occupying the 
place of guilty man. We find no difficulty in ac- 
jcounting for the severest afflictions, whkh the best 
of the children of men meet with; for "all have 
sinned,*' and every sin deserves suffering, indefinite 
Buffering. But how shall we account for the suffering8> 
the apparently, t^ie obviously jpenal sufferings of l^e 
man Christ Jesus ; ^^ a just man, and a perfect ;" a 
man whose conscience reproached him with no vice or 
folly ; a man whose life had been piety and love, un- 
affected piety, disinterested love ; a man assuredly en- 
titled to every comfort which the consciousness of per- 
fection, of 'perfect virtue, and perf^^ct wisdom can be- 
stow ? — How shall we account for this man-^this good, 
this perfect man ; this man, in union with the Divi- 
nity, being the victim of poverty and reproach, ap- 
prehended and judged, and ecmdemned as a criminal, 
and executed as a felon and a slave, a blasphemer and 
a traitor ? 

Was it merely that t^uth might be confirmed by a 
powerful testimony, and patience taught by an elo- 
quent example ? Important as are these benefits, they 
are purchased at too dear a rate, when the order of 
God's moral government is deranged, and his innocest 
Son treated as a criminal. Besides, if Jesus died but 
as an example and a martyr, why was not some mode 
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of deiith dibsen which would have been less slgoniz* 
ing to him, and equally, or even still more, fitted to 
be exemplary to mankind ? The sufferings of our 
Lord in general, and his death upon a cross in parti- 
cular, are altogether unaccountable, but on the suppo- 
sition of his being the substitute of guilty men. ^'He 
was wounded for our transgressions; he was bruised 
for our iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him. The Lord laid on him the iniquity of us 
all ; therefore it pleased the Lord to bruise him." 

Admit this doctrine, and we do not cease to wonder 
at the crucifixion of Christ. But the subject of our 
wonder is changed. . We no longer wonder that Jesus, 
standing in man's place, should meet with man's de- 
sert; though we must wonder at the inconceivable 
kindness which induced him to occupy tl}i» place. 
The substitute of innumerable criminals, we do not 
wonder that he should have been treated as a criminal. 
And of all deaths, that which was divinely accursed, 
seems most appropriate and characteristic of him who 
" redeemed us irom the curse of the law, by becoming 
a curse in our stead." 

Sd, The crucifixion of Christ affords a most striking 
manifestation of the love of the divine Father and Son. 

That the illustration of his own excellencies is the 
ultimate end which the Divinity proposes in all his 
works, is a doctrine plainly revealed in Scripture, 
and, when properly explained, is perfectly consist- 
ent with the deductions of enlightened reason. '< God 
%ath made all things for himself." As " of him and 
through him," so also " to him are all things." 

This is the grand end of redemption, as of all the 
other works of God. This economy was particularly 
designed to illustrate the exuberance of his mercy ; 
or, to use the apostle Paul's most energetic language, 
'' to shew the exceeding riches of his grace in kindness 
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to wa rd us.** To jmxnote diis greet end e^erj pan 
of tliifl dispensation is calculated^ and none more di» 
I9edj and powerfully, than that which the te^tbrii^ 
more immediately before ns, the crucifixion of die Son 
of God. To acquiesce in his S<m's assuming humani* 
ty, and becoming the substitute of mankind, was m 
wonderftd display of grace; to give him up to suftiv 
ing, was a still more amazing disjday of mercy ; to 
sppoint him to death, still heightens the mirade of 
Idndness. What language, then, shall we find for exs 
pressing that infinity of benignity, which was mani* 
feflked in dooming his <mly-begotten Son to the death of 
the cross, in order to obtain the salvation of rebels,—^ 
of enemies ? '^ Herein is love, not that we loved God^ 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the pro^ 
]ntiation/br our sins." 

The crucifixion of Christ placed in as strong a point 
of view the love of Christ Jesus himself, as that <^ his 
Father. The Son of God had an independent ri^t 
over the human nature which he assumed. No man 
could have t^en his life from him ; he laid it down 
a£ himself. " Greater love hath no man, than that a man 
lay down his life for his frknd's." To submit to die 
even the easiest death for a friend, were a high and 
most extraordinary proof of human friendship. But 
how much mcMre transcendent the evicknce of regainl 
which Jesus gave for his 'peopLe ! He died for them 
when enemies; and he died for them, not an ordinmrj 
death, but a death above all others painful, igncmii- 
nious, and accursed. Surdy this love has '^ a heigfai 
, imd a depth, a lei^gth and a breadth, which pass know- 
ledge." Surely, when in the Holy Supper we sea 
him '^ plainly set forth crucified for us," we may adopt 
the language of the Jews, when th^ saw the Redeem- 
er shed a few tears of natural sympathy at tilie gravo 
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•f Us finend Loams^ and apply Aem widi « b^her 
MBphasi^-^'' Bdiold how he loved vs !" 

4ik, The cracifixien of Oiriat shewed the prodi^^ovg 
mng|nty of human transffl rcocio n. 

To convince mankind^ and indeed the whole intel« 
lig«it creation^ of the maligmty of tin^ ch% in otlMr 
wards, to illustrate the purity of his character, $mi 
ibe re^tnde of his gorenoMnt, was certainly one end 
of the Divine Being intheecooomyof humanredemp* 
^aa. That tin is inconceiveaUy nwlignant, is an infe* 
rence ftiriy deducible horn the account- we have ill 
Scripture of its nature, its tendency, and its oonte^ 
cf^nces. Its nature is directly opposed to his cha» 
racter and will, who is essential hdiness and truth j 
its tendency is to involve the whdie moral system in 
confusion and misery ; and its consequence to the in* 
dividual who is guilty of it, is unqualified destruction. 
More deeply to impress this truth on the mind c^ man, 
w^ch is apt to be little aflfected with distant and un* 
seen dbjects, the Almighty has fi*eqiiently given signal, 
and as it were palpable proofs of his hatred of iniquity^ 
Of this kind were the universal deluge, the fiery deso^ 
ki:tion of Sodom and Cromorrah, and the sudden de* 
struction of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. 

But all the illustrations of this truth were fidnt and 
fteble when compared with that which was given when 
the Son of God, as the substitute of sinners^ hung on 
the cross. The considaraticm that, m order to tak» 
away sin, not only the incarnation, $nd labours, and 
sorrows, and tears, and blood, but the deaths and di» 
death on a cross, of^ the Son'of God, was necessary,--4a 
above all things calculated to convince tts> that '^ sin 
is, indeed, exceeding sinful— an evfl and a bitter 
thing." 

Conoder who was the sufferer ! The Son of Ood^^ 
God manifest in flesh. Consider what he suflered { 
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Think of the shame and the pain of the cross, and c^ 
that internal agony, of which they were but the im- 
perfect figures ! Consider, in fine, who it was that 
inflicted these sufferings. It was his Father who lov- 
ed him, who knew his worth in all its infinite extent, 
and whose love corresponded in its fervour to the per- 
fe^on of his knowledge. The Jewish rula's^ the Ro- 
man soldiers, were but the instruments, though cer- 
tainly the most guilty instruments, of his righteous in- 
flictions. *' It pleased the Lord to bruise him. , He 
put him to grief." And then say, how ineffably, how 
inccmceivably evil^ that must be, in order to expiate 
which it was necessary that such a Father should in- 
flict such sufferings on such a Son. 

5th, The crucifixion of Christ discovered the s^nri- 
tual nature of that kingdom which he came to erect 
among mankind. 

The Old Testament prophets very frequently foretel 
the promised Messiah under the character of a mighty 
Prince and Conqueror. These predictions were in- 
terpreted in their literal meaning by the greater part 
of the Jews, without any regard to the general har- 
mony of the prophetic system. They expected their 
Messiah to be a temporal prince^ and that his kingdcmi 
was to consist in dominion over the bodies and estates 
of men, — dignified by external wealth and splendour, 
managed by worldly power and policy, — and affords 
ing to its subjects present safety^ riches, honour, and 
prosperity. Such was the kind of deliverance which 
the Jews generally expected ; and these expectations^ 
as well as other Jewish prejudices, considerably affect- 
ed the minds, even of the primitive disciples of Christ. 

The whole of our Lord's appefurance was calculated 
to dissipate this delusion : '^ He grew up as a root 
out of a dry ground." To a scribe, who, in the hope 
of his being the Messiaih according to the Jewisli sig- 
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nificalion of that term> had declared his resolution to 
bec<Hne his follower, he honestly pointed to his cir- 
comstances as the best proof that he was no earthly 
prince : '' The foxes have holes, and the birds of the 
air have nests ; but the Son of man hath not where to 
lay bis head." From the general tenor of his dis- 
courses^ it was obvious that his kingdom was purely 
spiritual, — ^that it consisted in the government of m^i's 
minds and hearts,— that its splendours were those of 
wisdom and holiness, — ^thatit was administered by the 
power and grace of the Holy Spirit, — ^that it was to 
be protected by the imseen guardianship of Divine 
Providence, — that it was to be upheld and propagated < 
by meek instruction, holy example, hearty devotion, 
and^ patient sufiering,*-that its rewards were spiritual 
joys and consolations here, and hereafter, celestial rest 
and immortal blessedness. To these truths our Lord 
bore witness before Pontius Pilate, and this testimony 
he soon after sealed in his blood. On the cross, faith 
can discover another inscription besides that dictated 
by the Roman governor : My kingdom is not of this 
woBLD. Nothing could be better fitted for extinguish- 
ing all vain hopes of worldly splendour, than such an 
event as the crucifixion. Sufiering was not the means 
of acquiring worldly power ; nor was the cross the 
way to an earthly crown. It would have been well 
for the church and the world, if this lesson had been 
more carefully studied by the followers of Jesus. 

6th, The crucifixion of Christ rendered the subse- 
quent success of the gospel more illustrious. 

Every Christian knows, that, in the rapid and ex- 
tensive propagation of Christianity, we consider our- 
selves as having a striking proof of its divine original. 
The mere rapid diffusion of a religion is, however, no 
certain evidence of its trulli. In this respect Moham- 
medism stands at least on a level with .Christianity^ 
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It is only by taking into view .the dreumstanoea in 
which the author and primidre teachers of Chrirtia- 
nity were placed^ and the means they used for dil^is* 
ing it^ as well as the nature of its doctrines, and tlie 
opposition with which it had to contend, that we can 
properly perceive the force of this most powerfiil ar- 
gument. 

Certainly the fact, that Christ Jesus was put to t^ 
death of a criminal and a slave, was in itself calcrfat* 
ed to throw strong obstacles in the way of his being 
generally acknowledged as the Son of God, and the 
Saviour of the world. That Herod the Jewish king, 
at yespasian the Roman emperor, should be bJaaphe- 
mously complimented, or even seriously considered by 
some as the Messiah, is no way remarkable. But cer-» 
tainly it must be admitted to be very wonderful^ tkat 
a poor unfidended Jew, who was crucified, should, in 
the course of three centuries after his death, without 
any secular means being employed to advance his 
claims, with the strongest opposition whi(& could be 
made by deep-rooted prejudice and imperial power, 
be considered, by the greater prrt of the Roman wovld, 
and by many beyond its limits, as the Son of God and 
the Saviour of mankind. Can any other satisfactory 
account be given of this event than that which our 
Lord himself gave ? " The stone which the builders 
rejected, the same is become the head of the comeat^ 
Thia is the doing of the Lord ; and it is marvellous in 
our eyes *.'* 

The divine agency in the success of the gospel, be» 
comes still more apparent, if we recollect that the fact 
of his being crucified was by no means concealed^ 
but, on the contrary, held a most fHrmninent place in 
the preaching of ^e apostles. It was not only ho- 
nestly avowed, but studiously exhibited, andtriumfdi* 

* Ptalm czziii. 22, 23. ; compare Luke xx. 17. 
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wMj gloeiad in. It was, indeed, by tins doctrrae^ 
tiiat i^y snfajugated the vrcnid. '^ Christ cmcifi^ 
was to ^e Jew a stumbling-block, and to the Greek 
Ibollshness/' while die first demanded a sign, and thet 
second sought a^fc^ wisdom ; '' but, unto all who were 
called, Christ, the power of God and the wisdom <^' 
God ;" so that it was apparent to all, that " the foolish- 
ness cf£ God is wiser than men, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men." 

7tk, The crucifixion of Christ is the means of ^ cru** 
miyiag the wwld" to all his faithful followers : — ^in 
other words, it is the principal instrument in the hand 
of the Divine Spirit for fcHrming them to their unsecu* 
lar and peculiar character. 

Every true Christian *' is not of the wcnrld, even as 
Christ was not of the world." He is redeemed from 
this evil world. He is not conformed to it in its max- 
ims, tempers, and habits. He is afraid of the world, 
as it is often, by its allurements and terrors, the means 
and occasion of sin. He does not consider it as his 
diief good ; nor, indeed, as in any degree absolutely 
necessary to his haj^piness. He does not view it as a 
separate independent good, without a reference to 
God, who is the strength of his heart, and his p<Nrtion 
for ever. 

Now, this mode of thinking and feeling, with re* 
^ect to die wmrld, so difierent from that which is na* 
tural to man, is produced by the cross of Christ. By 
the sufferings of the cross was that grace purchased, by 
the communicati6n of which this gracious temper is 
formed ; and a believing contemplation of the cross is 
the grand means which the Spirit employs in this great 
snd good work. In the cross of Christ the believer 
sees tihe vanity of the world most legibly written ; he 
sees how difierent from, how opposite to, the wisdom 
of God is the wisdom of the world ; and, in the cruci* 
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Sect SftYU>iir as mi object of love and esteem, he obtains 
a pcHTtion which renders the world, in his estimation, 
both unnecessary and unpleasing. Hence flows that 
holy indifference to things seen and temporal, — that 
unearthly character, if I may use the phrase, which 
has in all ages formed the distinguishing badge of the 
followers of Jesus *. 

Sth, The crucifixion of Christ furnishes saints with 
the most powerful dissuasives from sin, and motives 
to duty. 

What can lead an ingenuous mind more thoroughly 
io detest sin, than the consideration that it rendered 
the death of Jesus on a cross absolutely necessary, in 
order to human redemption ? We are in danger of in- 
dulging in malignant feeling against the human agents 
of our Saviour's sufferings. But if we have ever right* 
ly contemplated a crucified Saviour, we will have per- 
ceived that our sins were indeed his murderers. They, 
were the traitors who, by the hands of Judas, deliver- 
ed him up. We by our sins impeached him. The 
spiteful priests were but our advocates. Our sins 
cried, '' Crucify him, crucify him !" with clamours 
more loud and importunate than the Jewish populace. 
He who has seen all this, cannot but hate sin, and 
avoid it as the worst of evils. Every sin will appear 
to him a re-^acting of the tragic scene of Calvary, — a 
'f crucifying the Son of God afresh, — and a putting 
him to an open shame." So true is it, that 

*« The cross, once seen, is death to eyery vice •f." 

As the crucifixion furnishes strong dissuasives from 
sin, it also suggests most powerful motives to duty. 



*The important subject of this particular is merely glance^ at. 
Its fuU illustration would fill a volume. Dr Wiiherspoon has di^. 
enssed it with his usual ability.— Works, vol. ii. pp. 193.—949, 
•f Cowper, Progreu of Error* 



d by Google 



Ser. II.]} THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST. 1^ 

What arguments to universal holiness so cogent as 
those deduced by the holy apostles from this source ? 
" Knowing this," says the Apostle Paul, " that our 
old man is crucified with him, — ^that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not 
serve sin. Let not sin, therefore, reign in your mor-. 
tal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof." 
**. Forasmuch," says the Apostle Peter, "then, as 
Christ hadi suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves 
likewise with the same mind, that ye should no longer 
live the rest of your time in the flesh, to the lusts of 
men, but to the will of God." 

The cross ministers most persuasive motives, not 
only to holiness in general, but to all the various du* 
ties of the Christian life. Who dare murmur imder 
the evils of life, when he thinks of him who " endured, 
the cross, and despised the shame ?" It was a pow* 
erful incentive which Ignatius employed to fortify his 
mind against the terrors of martyrdom, "My lovk yr.A& 
CRUCIFIED." Who can hate or despise his brother, 
when he recollects that Christ was crucified for him ? 
How is it possible to enforce humility so powerfully as 
the Apostle does ? " l«et the mind be in you, which 
also was in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God ; 
but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men ; and being found in fashion as a man, humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the; 
death of tho cross." Who that has the heart of a dis- 
ciple, dm think of Christ's cross, and not be disposed 
cheer^illy to take up his own, and follow his Sa- 
viour ? 

Wouldst thou. Christian, feel the^ sweetly compul- 
sive force of Christian motive, in all its constraining 
influence f take ygur station, alpng with the beloved 
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dBsdple, near the foot of the cross^ bdiold your dying 
Lord, and listen to the language of his agonies ! '^Is 
it nothing to you, all ye that go by ? behold and 8ee> 
if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, where- 
with the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce 
anger." '^ I am wounded for your transgressions, I 
anv bruised foir your iniquities, I am undergoing the 
chastisement of your peace. By the yearnings of my 
compassion, by the wounds of my body, by the an- 
guish of my soul, by my blood, by my defUh, I con- 
jure you to take up your cross and follow me. Will- 
ingly assume, cheerfully wear my easy yoke, gratefuU 
ly acknowledge my goodness, carefully imitate my 
virtues. Give yourselves wholly to my service, as I 
g^ve myself wholly for your salvation, and live to me, 
who now die for you." — ^Who will now dare to doub^ 
that it became him, by whom are all things, and to 
whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, 
to devote the Saviour to the death of the cross P-^— I 
conclude, in the powerful language of a most eloquent 
preacher : 

'^ The crucifixion of Christ was the closing scene of 
his sufferings. After six hours of inconceivable agony^ 
he said, ' It is finished ! placidly bowed his anointed 
head, and gave up the Ghost' It is finished ! Holy 
victim I all is finished that wicked men were wonder- 
fully destined to contribute towards the general deli- 
verance ; what remains, infinite power and wisdom 
ahaU accomplish. The disciples, those few of than 
who had the courage to be present at this dismal scene^ 
hang their heads in despondency, and seem to have 
abandoned the hdjpe, that this was he who should re- 
deem Israel. But Israel is redeemed. The high sa- 
csrifice appointed before the foundation of the world, 
^rpified by all the sacrifices of the law, is now oflTered 
and accepted. That Jesus, who, ac9Qrding to hiaoifa 
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prediction, hath expired, shall, according to his oihi 
prediction, be raised again on the third day. He ia 
raised. He is entered into glory. He is sat down foar 
ever on the right hand of the Majesty on high. There 
he pleads the merits of his blood in behalf of thode 
whose crying sins caused it to be shed. Nor does he 
plead in vain. All power is committed to him in hea* 
ven and on earth. The final judgment is committed 
into his hands ; and the greatest sinner, who will but 
trust in him,' will have no reason to fear the severity of 
a Judge, who has himself been touched with a fellow 
feeling of our infirmities. On the other hand, let none 
deceive themselves with the hopes of salvation, while 
they continue impenitent. The sacrifice of the cross 
was no less a display of the just severity, than of the 
tender mercy of God. The authority of his govern- 
ment must be maintained. This rendered atonement 
and intercession necessary, in order to the pardon of 
fin, — the most meritorious intercession, the highest 
atonement. To those who despise so. great a salvation, 
who cannot be reclaimed by the promises and threoU 
epings of God, by the warnings of wrath and the ap- 
pearances of mercy; for those who will not be reclaims 
ed by these motives, there assuredly remains no more 
ncrifice for sin, but a certain fearful looking for cf 
fiery indignation, which at the last day will bum with 
inextinguishable rage against all those incorrigible 
enemies oi goodness and of God. May God grant of 
his great mercy, that all of us may be permitted, 
through that crucifixion which we are this day to cen^ 
memorate, to escape the everlasting horrors of the 
second death *r 



* Honley's Sermons, vol. ii. pp. 152—155. The author g^uSty 
ickMwled^his obUgadoiis in writing this termen to Dr Bffniw. 
VU« SeuMtt on Fh£L ii» & 
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THE PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST. 



HEfi. viii. 6. 
Jesus hath obtained a more excellent ministry* 

J N the system of divine revelation^ as in a fine histo- 
rical picture^ there is one object ^f pre-eminent import- 
ance presented to ourtcontemplation; and 4II the sul>- 
ordinate parts of the piece^ are at once intended and 
calculated to give prominence and effect to the beauties 
of the principal figure. I need scarcely add^ that the 
great object^ to the striking exhibition of which every 
part of Scripture is made subservient^ is Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God^ and the Saviour of sinnerd. A more 
appropriate motto for the Book of God cannot be 
found than this^ '^ Christ is all.** He is indeed its 
^ Alpha and Omega^ its beginning and ending." To 
HIM all the sacred writers bear witn^sSw *' The tesd'- 
mony of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy." The Jew- 
ish ceremonies are " shadows^ of which the body is 
Christ;" and of him ^' Moses in the law and the 
prophets do write." The Evangelists relate to us the 
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story of HIS actions and sufferings^ his life and death; 
and the epistolary part of Scripture is employed in un* 
folding the unsearchable riches of his wisdom and 
grace. 

To evince the necessity of his incarnation, and ibe 
divinity of his mission ; to illusb*ate his personal dig« 
nity and mediatorial excellence ; to shew the truth of 
HIS doctrine^ and the perfecticm of his example, th« 
value of HIS sacrifice, and the prevalence of his inter* 
cession ; to celebrate the depth of his wisdom, the 
extent of his power, the freedom of his love, and the 
wonders of his grace,— these are the great objects 
which the inspired penmen, under the guidance of the 
"one Spirit," keep steadily in view, and to gain which, 
all the different parts of the revealed system harmo- 
liioUsly contribute. To the heaven^enlightened eye, 
the whole of the Scriptures are an exhibition of " the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." To the 
heaven-opened ear, all the inspired writers seem pro- 
claiming with the prophet, *' Behold your God," or 
with the Baptist, ^' Behold the Lamb of God, who tak- 
eth away the sin of the world." He is the sun of the 
revealed system * the soul of the body of inspiration. 

The methods which the sacred writers employ, in 
order to gain this one end,' the exhibition of Christ 
Jesus in his true character, are at ohce numerous and 
diversified.' They sometimes represent him in all the 
insufferable radiance of uncreated perfection, dwell- 
ing in light which is inaccessible, reposing in the bo- 
som of his divme' Father, ^^ the brightness of his glory, 
and the express image of his person." At other times, 
they bring ^before the mind his voluntary humiliation; 
represent him as emptying himself of that form of 
Godhead which he possessetl ; descending into a world 
polluted with sin, and dark with misery; taking to 
himself not merely the nature of a man, but thefonn of 
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a aenrant; and not merely the form. of a servant^ bat 
the Hkeness of a sinner; and minutely detail the wcm- 
drous history of what he did^ and said, and suffered ; 
of how he lived, and how he died for man's salvatioii. 
They sometimes tell ns what he is in himself, and at 
otfier times what he is in the estimation of those who 
know and love him. Here they describe his p^s<mal 
excellencies, and there they enumerate some (for to 
Iril them all were impossible) of the invaluable bene* 
fits, which, through his mediation, are bestowed <m 
mankind. 

Finding the delightful theme too big for utteranee 
in ordinary language, they call into their aid the use 
of figurative expres^on. ' Their divinely invigorated 
imaginations range through the universe, and from 
the worlds of matter and of mind, collect all that is 
sublime and beautiful, £ur and excellent, venerable 
and lovely, that these images combined, may give us 
some idea (a iahA and imperfk;t one it must be at best) 
of his matchless glories. They tell us, that he is • the 
"rose of Sharon, the lily of the vaUey, and the appk 
tree among the trees of the wood." He is the " rodi ' 
of ages," and the "rock too of salvation." He is "the 
bread, the water, and the tree of life." He is " the 
sure foundation," " the pearl of great price," and " the 
hidden treasure." He is "the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah," and " the Lamb of God." He is the " Star 
of Jacob, the bright and tl^ morning Star." He is as 
" the light of a mc»niing without clouds," ^' the sun of 
righteousness with healing under his wings." He is 
•*the good aepherd," "the faithful and true Witneas/* 
^'the Prince of the kings of die earth, the King of 
kin^ and the Lord of lords." 

iUiother method which the sacred writers not unfire* 
queiidy employ, to convey to our miiMls just concept 
IkM^if his transcendent excellence and absduttf par* 
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feetion^ is by comparing and contrasting him with 
those objects and persons whom we have been accus« 
tomed to regard with the deepest veneration. We are 
told that he is " greater than the temple," — a more dig- 
nified prophet than Moses, — a more magnificent king 
dian Solomon, — " much better than the angels, — the 
head of principalities and powers." We have an instance 
of this mode of illustrating the excellencies of the Re- 
deemer, in the passage which we have chosen as the 
subject of the present discourse. The Redeemer, in 
his sacerdotal character, is compared and contrasted 
with the A^tomcal priesthood, an order peculiarly ve- 
nerable in the estimation of the Hebrew nation ; and 
while its dignity and importance are fully admitted, it 
is asserted that Jesus ^' hath received a more excellent 
ministry." 

In illustrating this truth, that Jesus, as the High 
Priest of our profession, is far superior to the Aaroni- 
cal priesthood, we will have an opportunity, not mere- 
ly of stating many of the most important principles of 
our holy faith, but of presenting you with an abstract of 
much of the apostle's reasoning in this elaborate 
epistle. In the text, a comparison between our Lord 
and the Aaronical priesthood is implied, and a contrast 
stated. A resemblance is supposed, and a superiority 
is asserted. In order, then, fully to illustrate the 
apostle's assertion, it will be necessary to attend, first, 
to the points of resemblance, and then to those of con- 
trast ; or in other words^ to shew, that while the priest- 
hood of our Lord possesses all the excellencies of the 
Aaronical priesthood, it also possesses many excellen- 
cies peculiar to itself. These form the two great di- 
visions of our subject ; and if we can satisfactorily 
{MTOve both parts of this proposition, it will appear with 
the most abundant evidence, thut Jesus has indeed re- 
ceived a more excellent ministry. 
Ct 
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' I. It will tend^ -we apprehend^ to diffuse light over, 
some of the succeeding discussions, to make a few 
preliminary remarks respecting the priestly office in 
general, and the manner in which it became fixed in 
the family of Aaron. By the priesdiood, we under- 
stand a particular class of men divinely appomted to 
manage the concerns of their brethren with the Divini- 
ty ; to propitiate his favour, and avert his displeasure, 
by means of vicarious atonement and intercesson. 
This is the apoi^e's account of the matter. " Every 
high priest taken firom among men, is ordained for 
meiT in things pertaining to God, that he ^may ofkr 
both gifts and sacrifices for sin." 

Immediately after the fall, an intimation was made 
to man of the determination of God to redeem him ; 
and the manner in which this was to be accomplished, 
was shadowed forth by the significant rite of sacrifice 
— a rite, which at once exemplified the death. to which 
man was doomed for transgressicm, and represented 
the death to be undergone by the Redeemer of man- 
kind for their salvation. Whether, during the earlier 
ages of the world, every man was allowed to offer up 
sacrifices for himself, or whether this office was firom 
the beginning appropriated to a particular body, and, 
in this case, what was the body of men entrusted with 
this honourable funcdon, are questions, the full resolu- 
tion of which would involve us in a long discussion, 
which, though neither uninteresting nor unimportant, 
would not very well answer the design of our pres^at 
meeting. 

There seems, however, to be reason to sujj^^ose, 
that, for some dme, every father of a &unily was the 
prophet, priest, and king of his own household ; and 
that afterwards the priesthood formed an important 
part of that birthright which belonged to die first-bom. 
in the book of £xodus> we read of '* the priests who 
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came near the Lord," and of ''young men of the child- 
ren of Israel, who offered burnt offerings, and sacrific- 
ed peace offerings to the Lord," at a period prior to 
the choice of the tribe of Levi, or the consecration of 
Aaron and liis family. It deserves notice, that the 
Chaldaic paraphrasts, and some of the more ancient 
varsions, interpret ''these priests and young men" of 
the first-bom among the Israelites. 

At the commencement of the Mosaic dispensation, 
the office of the priesthood was transferred to Aaron 
and his descendants, and it became sacrilege in any 
other person, without a particular commission, to per- 
form ahy of the sacred functions. Considering sacri- 
fice, as we conceive Scripture warrants us to do, to be 
just a shewing forth the death of Christ till he came 
the first time, "to put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self;" and viewing the priesthood as an office original- 
ly appointed to shadow forth to mankind the charac- 
ter and work of their great Deliverer, it is nothing 
mcfte than was to be expected, if there exist numerous 
and striking features of resemblance between the Aa- 
rcmical priesthood, and " Jesus the high priest of our 
profession." The resemblance between our Lord 
and the Jewish high priests will appear, if we attend 
to his divine constitution ; — ^his qualifications for the 
office ; — the nature, design, and efficacy of his func- 
tions ; — and their strict appropriation to himself. 

Isi, Divine constitution is the first point of resem- 
blance between Jesus and the Aaronical priesthood, 
to which we shall direct your attention. When we re- 
flect that sacrifice is obviously a positive institution, 
there being no foundation for it in the relations be- 
tween God and man, as apprehended by unassisted 
reason, — ^when we consider that such an idea as vica- 
rious atonement could never have entered o£ itself in- 
to the mind of man ; and that on the supposition that 
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it had; that he could have cherished no rational ha^, 
that such a strange rite would be acceptable to God, 
— ^we are naturally led to the inference^ that sacrifice - 
itself^ and that every thing in reference both to the vic- 
tims to be presented and the persons who should present 
them^ must have been the subject of divine appoint- 
ment. With respect to the Aaronical priesthood^ 
which is the more immediate subject of discussion^ we 
have- a particular account of the divine call of Aaron 
and his family to this high office. '*They were taken 
from among men^ and ordained for men in things p^«- 
taining to God." " Take unto thee," said Jdiovidi to 
Moses, '' Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him^ 
from among the children of Israel, that he may minis- 
ter to me in the priest's office." '* Aaron was separate 
ed , that he should sanctify the holy things, he and * 
his sons, for ever, to burn incense before the Lord, to 
minister unto him, and to J>less in his name for ever." 
^^And" as no man among the children of Israel' 
" took this honour unto himself, but he that was cho- 
sen of God, as was Aaron; so also Christ glorified not 
himself to be made a high priest, but he that said un* 
to him. Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee ; as he saith also in another place. Thou art a priest 
for ever after the order of Melchisedek:" The ap« 
pointment of the Son of God to the office of the priest- 
hood, is one of the transactions of eternity. The Fa- 
ther declared his will — ^the Son said, ^^ Lo, I come to 
do thy will." " The counsel of peace was between 
them bbth." He was the sacrificing priest, as well as 
the " slain victim fi*om the foundation of the world/' 
^^ As one ordained for men in things pertaining to God^ 
he was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, 
ere- ever the earth was ; then was he with* Gt>d as <me 
brought up with him ; he was daily his delight, re- 
joicing always before lum> rejoicing in the hafoitaUe 
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parts of the earthy and his delights were with the sons 
of men." Accordingly^ in the repre$entations given 
us of our Lord's character^ both by himself and his 
apostles^ a leading feature^ almost uni&rmly^ is his di* 
vine appointment to the office which he sustained. ^' I 
have^" says he^ speaking of the great act of sacrifice 
. which he was about to perform, " I have authority to 
lay down my life, and I have authority to take it up 
again. This commandment I received of my Father." . 
'^Christ Jesus," says the apostle, ^^ was faithful to him 
who appointed him." 

2d, In his qualifications for his ofiice as High Priest, 
our Saviour resembled the Aaronical priesthood. 

It is not my intention here to enter at large into an 
account of our Lord's qualifications for the office of the 
priesthood ; we must confine ourselves to the qualifi- 
cations which he possessed in common with the Aaroni* 
cal priests. The qualifications of the Aaronical priest 
hood were of two kinds; they were either such as were 
entirely ceremonial, originating not in any natural pro- 
priety, but in positive institution, or such as were in 
their own nature necessary to the discharge of the sa- 
cerdotal functions. 

With respect to the first of these classes of qua- 
lifications, our Lord resembled the Levitical priest- 
hood no farther than that he possessed all those moral 
excellencies o£ which these ceremonial qualifications, 
according to the genius of the Mosaic economy, were 
emblematical. He was not of the family of Aaron, he 
did not restrict himself to certain articles of diet, he 
did not wear the linen robes, nor bear the Urira and 
Thummim on his breast ; but he was the highest of 
that class to whom the priesthood originally belonged, 
and in whose place the tribe of Levi was substituted;— 
being ^^ the first born of every creature, t^e only be- 
gotten Son of God," he was possessed of that temper-^ 
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ance of which the restricted diet of the priests under 
the law was typical; — he was clothed in the robes of un- 
spotted purity^ and he had in his heart every species 
of " divine light and perfection.** 

It is, however, to the resemblance subsisting be- 
tween the Saviour and tiie Aaronical priests, with re- 
spect to the second class of qualifications, that our at- 
tention must be chiefly directed. The sacred writer 
specifies two of these qualifications, — ^the possession of 
a human nature, and a sympathising disposition. God 
did not appoint his '^angels who es^cel'in strength" to 
minister to him as priests for men. The sons of Aa- 
ron were men like their fellow men, Israelites like 
their fellow Israelites. They were "taken from among 
men." 

In like manner, the Son of God, when about to en- 
ter on the disdiarge of the duties of his priestiy office, 
was "msidejer a little while lower tiian the angels." 
Both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified^ 
are all of one nature, for which cause he is not asham- 
ed to call them brethren, saying, I will declare thy 
name unto my brethren, in the midst of tiie church 
will I sing praise unto thee ; and again, I will put my 
trust in him ; and again, behold I and the children 
which God hath given me. For as much, then, as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also took 
part of the same. The '*high priest of our profession" 
is " the man Christ Jesus." 

This qualification, the possession of human nature, 
was necessary to tiie very existence of the sacerdotal 
character. The second qualification, a sympathising 
disposition, improved by exercise, was necessary, in 
order to the right discharge of the sacerdotal functions. 
This will appear with abundant evidence, when we 
come to treat of their nature, design, and efiicacy. 
AU we have to do at present is to shew, tiiat tiie qua- 
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Ufication was required in the Aaronical priests, and wais 
possessed by our Lord and Saviour. As to the first 
of these points, the words of the i^stle ard abundant- 
ly explicit. He describes a high priest as ^'one who 
can have compas»on on the ignorant, and on them who 
are out of the way ; for that he himself also is com- 
passed with infirmity." 

Our New Testament High-priest possesses this qua^ 
lificadon in the highest degree of excellence. He was 
" a man of sorrows, and acquainted with griefs." He 
experienced almost every human pain. He can suc- 
cour the tempted. He knows what strong tempta- 
tions mean, for he has felt their force. He can 
soothe our sorrows, for he has himself been ^^ex- 
ceeding sorrowful." He can dry the streaming eye, 
and quiet the throbbing breast, for he has wept 
and been in agony. He can support and console the 
dying, for he has died; and '^by dying destroyed 
him that has the power of death." '^ It behoved him 
to be in all things made like into his brethren, that he 
might be a merciful and faithful High-priest in things 
pertaining to Grod, to make reconciliation for the sins 
of the people : for in that he himself hath suffered, 
being tempted, he is able to succour those who are 
tempted." Every Aaronical priest, though from his 
dignified station he must have been personally unac-. 
quainted with many of the sorrows of man, might have 
said, in the language of the Heathen poet, ^' I am a 
man, and nothing which concerns humanity is indiffe- 
rent to me *. But certainly in tenderness of compas- 
sion, and extent of experience of human woe, the High- 
priest of our profession far transcends them all. 

Srf, The third point of resemblance between our Sa- 
viour and the Aaronical priests, is to be found in the 
nature, design, and efficacy of his priestly functions. 

* HOmo sum, tnhU humani cUienum puto,'^-TKU, 
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The functions of the Aaronical priesthood were csitire- 
\y of a spiritual nature. They were entrusted with the 
managemAit^ not of the secular^ but of the sacred in- 
terests of their brethren. " They.were ordained for 
men^ tit things pertaining to God," In like manner, 
Jesus as a high priest was the authorized agent of his 
people with God, in reference to all their interests as 
moral and accountable, guilty and depraved beings. 

The three principal parts of the priestly. office, are 
the offering of sacrifice — ^the interceding for the people 
on the ground of this sacrifice — and the authoritative- 
ly blessing them in the name of the Lord. The Aaro- 
nical priests presented many sacrifices, expiatory and 
eucharistic. And, " as every high priest is ordained 
to ofier gifts and sacrifices, it was of necessity that this 
man should have somewhat to offer.** His human na- 
ture was intended to answer this purpose amon^ 
others. " When he coroeth into the world, he saith. 
Sacrifice and offering thou wouldst not, but a body hast 
thou prepared me." This holy human nature he aq- 
tually offered in sacrifice. He " gave himself for us, 
an offering, and a sacrifice, of a sweet-smelling sa- 
vour." 

Besid^ offering sacrifice, the Aaronical high-priests, 
on the ground of their sacrifice, made intercessicm for 
the sins of the people. Once a year, as the represen- 
tative of those with the management of whose spiritual 
interests he was intrusted, the high-priest, with the 
blood of the sacrifice of atonement, entered within the 
veil, and sprinkled with blood the mercy-seat, and 
burnt incense, as an emblem of fervent supplication. 
In like manner did our Lord make intercession. " In 
the days of his flesh he offered up prayers, and sup- 
plications, with strong crying and tears, to him who 
was able to save him from death." " Christ being 
come, a high-priest of good things to come, by a great- 
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er and more perfect tabernacle^ not made with hands^ 
that is not of this building ; neither by the blood of 
goats and calves^ but by his own bloody he entered in 
once into the holy place> having obtained eternal re* 
demption for us." *' He ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for those who come to God by him." 

Blessing was the third part of the priest's office. 
This is the only sacerdotal act that we read of as per- 
formed by Melchisedec^ after whose order Jesus was 
a priest. *^ Aaron also was separated to bless the peo- 
ple in the name of the Lord." And we are told, when 
he entered on the discharge of his sacred ^functionsj 
that '^ he lifted up his hands towards the people, and 
blessed them." Our Redeemer began his sermon on 
the mount with benediction. When he left the world, 
he left it in the act of blessing his people. '' He led 
out his disciples as far as Bethany, and lifted up his 
hands and blessed them." And '* God having raised 
him from the dead, has sent him to bless us, in turn- 
ing every one from his iniquities." 

The design of the priestly functions, in the case oi 
our Lord and the Aaronical priests, was substantially 
the same. They were both appointed " to offer gifts 
and sacrifices for sin." To remove guilt and its conse-i 
quences was equally the design of both, though the 
Jewish priesthood had a reference to ceremonial guilt 
and temporal punishment ; and the priesthood of our 
Lord had a reference to moral guilt and everlasting 
destruction. 

In the efficacy of his sacerdotal functions also, our 
Lord resembled the Aaronical priesthood. The decla« 
ration of the apostle> '^ that it is not possible that the 
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sias,** 
has sometimes been explained as if it asserted the total 
inefficacy of the Levitical sacrifices ; while the truth 
i», it only asserts their inefficacy to remove moral guilt. 
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They made even no permanent atonement for ceremo* 
nial offences. But so i&r as they were intended to be 
efficacious^ they were so. For the offences on account 
of which they were offered^ considered as a violation, 
of the ceremonial law^ they made a complete atone* 
ment. The person for whom they were offered, ac- 
cording to the due erder^ was, with respect to the par- 
ticular offence expiated, as if he had never committed 
it. He was completely secured fVom the punishment 
which otherwise must have fallen upon him. With 
similar limitatioBs^ the intercessions of the Levitical 
priesthood were also effectual. 

Now, the priestly functions of our Lord have fully 
answered the purpose for which they were designed. 
His sacrifice was " a sacrifice of a sweet smelling sa- 
vour to God." It has '' finished transgression, and 
made an end of sin, and brought in an everlasting 
righteousness." It has ^* perfected for ever all them 
that are sanctified." Hk intercession is uniformly 
prevalent. " Him the Father heareth always."^ And 
he whom he blesses, is blessed indeed. 

4<A, In fine, in the strict appropriation of the sacer- 
dotal functions to himself, Jesus resembles the Aaro- 
nical priesthood. 

It was an act of sacrilege for any Israelite, even of 
the tribe of Levi, to perform any of the functions pe- 
culiar to the priesthood. When Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram, rebelled against Moses and Aaron, insisting^ 
that all the congregation was holy ; on the Divine de- 
cision being solemnly appealed to, the earth opened 
and swallowed these sacrilegious intruders, and their 
brazen censers ** were made broad plates for a cover- 
ing of the altar, to be a memorial unto the children of 
Israel, that no stranger, who is not of the seed of 
Aaron, come near to offer incense before tlie Lord.'* 
^*^*"«^n Uzziah, one of the most powerful of the Jewisli 
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kings^ attempted to bum incense on the altar^ he was 
forced from the holy place by Azariah the high priest 
and his brethren ; and Jehovah sanctioned the holy 
violence of his servant, by smiting the monarch with 
an incurable leprosy. 

In like manner, no person can, without the most 
imminent hazard, intrude upon the peculiar functions 
of the High-priest of our profession. They are strictly 
appropriated to himself. He, and he alone, can make 
atonement for sin, intercede for others on die ground 
of his own merits, and authoritatively bless them. 
Whoever attempts to substitute any thing in the place 
of his atmiing sacrifice, and |)revalent intercession, m-> 
curs the Divine indignation, and, if he persists, will 
draw down upon himself swift destruction. Had any 
Israelite attempted to substitute repentance and refor- 
mation in the room of the appointed sacrifice, or pre* 
sented die siacrifice himself, instead of employing the 
sons of Aaron, far from gaining the remission of his 
sin, he would have involved himself in deeper guilt. 
And thus the sinner, who, instead of ^ submitting to 
the righteousness of God, goes about to establish his 
own righteousness," instead of obtaining pardon, com* 
mits a new and most aggravated transgression. He 
usurps the place of our great High Priest ; and if he 
perseveres, for him " there remainedi no more sacri« 
fice for sin, but a certain fearful*looking for of judges 
ment, which shall devour the adversaries-" Such are 
die leading points of resemblance between Jesus as a 
High Priest, and the Aaronical priesdiood. And from 
die cursory view wo have taken of them, it must be 
obvious that Jesus hath obtained a more excellent mu 
nistry, 

11. The SUPERIORITY of Jesus Christ as a High- 
Priest above the Aaronical priesdiood, will, however. 
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become still more apparait, when we (Mmsider thooe 
points of contrast which subsist between them. While 
our text implies resemblance^ it expresses pre-emi- 
nence. Jesus^ as a High Priest^ is contrasted to the 
Aaronical priesthood^ in the dignity of his nature—— 
the perfection of his character^ — ^the solemnity of his 
appointment and inauguration — ^the value of his sacri- 
fice — ^the excellency of the blessings procured by it>— 
and the duration of his office. 

1^^ Jesus Christ is superior to the Aaronical priests 
in dignity of nature. In the descripticm of a high<« 
priest^ by the apostle^ in the fifth chapter of this Epis* 
tle^ ijt is stated^ that he rf^nst be " taken from among 
men." And we have seen that this requisite was by no 
means wanting in the High- Priest of our profession. 
The Jewish high-priests were, however, not only men, 
but they were no more than men. Though elevated 
above the rest of their brethren by their sacred and 
dignified office, as to nature, they were precisely on a 
level with them. 

It is, however, far otherwise with our Lord Jesus 
Christ. While he was, '^ according to the flesh," the 
Son of David, he was, "according to the Spirit of ho^ 
liness, the Son of God." While he was ** the man 
Christ Jesus," he was also " God over all, blessed for 
ever." The Divinity of our Saviour is one of the first 
principles of our " most holy faith." It enters into 
the essence of Christianity, so that ta deny it, is not 
merely to mutilate, but to destroy the gospel ; is to 
degrade it from its rank as a peculiar system, and en-% 
tirely to destroy its suitableness to the situation and 
character of sinful men^ 

The evidence on which this principle rests, corre^ 
sponds in explicitness and abundance to its obvious 
importance ; and the " mystery of godliness, that Ood 
was manifest in flesh, which is the pillar and ground 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Ser. III.3 TiiS pRissTuaoo 09 ciiri$t- 157 

of tx:uth^ and Q0Qfe899dly greats" rests on the immove* 
able foundation of the clearest divme testimcmy. 

There is scarcely any tqppellation which the SujHreme 
Being has assumed to express the peculiar excellencies 
of his nature^ that is not r^ieatedly in scripture applied 
to our Redeemer. Numerous sue the passages in which 
he is termed ^^God> the Mighty Cod^ God with us> 
the great God, the true God> our God^ God over all 
blessed for ever^ X>ord> Lord of hosts ;" and the name 
Jehovah^ whioh is expressive of eternal and indepen^ 
dent existence apd^ of course^ in no sense applicable 
to a creatipre> is bolh simjdy^ an4 in connection .with 
other titles^ giv^i to Jemis *^ 

Whatever attribute is charact^stie of divinity^ is ia 
Scripture ascribed to the Savioiu% How can the Su-v 
]Hreme Being he distinguished firom his creatures more 
dearly than by ^ as^ption of et^nity^ immtttabili«% 
ty. Omnipresence^ Qm|uscience> i^d Omnipotence! 
Yet Jesus is represeiit^ as *' tb^ first and the last^^ 
and the living one.^ " His gomgs forth have been oi 
eld from everlasting ; he is the same yest^rday^ tch» 
dajy and for ever.'* Hq is present in the numeroua 
and widely scattered ass^oaMies of his fbUow^s. 
^' He needs not that any should testify q( Qian> for htt 
knows what is in mauA" It is h£ who searchetb the 
reins and the hearts ; and his power is so extensive^ 
that ^'he is able even to subdue all things to himself t."^. 

The works peculiar to the IHvinity, are represented 
as performed by Jesus. Whe d^s not perceive the 
gross absurdity of supposing a creature capable of cre-^ 
ating^ supporting^ governing, and judging the world ^ 

• PsaL xlv. 6. vith Hcb. i. 8 ; Isa. ix, • ; Isa. vii. 14 ; Tit. ik 
13 ; 1 John V. 20 1 Roiq. is. d ; Isa. ^ l....^^ with Mn xii. 39*^ 
41. &c. &c &C. 

f Rev. i. 17. 18 ; Heb. xiii. 8 ; Matth., xvM» 2Q i John iii. i^x 
R«v. ii. 23 ; P141. ui. 21^ 
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Yet '' by Jesus were all things created tlwt are in hea« 
ven and in earth," *' by Jesus all things subsist,- 
and before Jesus' judgment-seat " must all stand, to 
receire their final doom *." 

Those supreme honours, which are due only to God> 
are in the Holy Scriptures represented as due to Jesus. 
To him prayers are addressed, in his name divine or- 
dinances are administered, and it is declared to be the 
will of the Father, "that all men should honour hia 
Son as they honour t" himself. 

Besides these direct jN'oof^ of our Lord*i9 divinity, 
there is a great deal of implied evidence for this«doe« 
trine in the Holy Scriptures, which cannot fkil to make 
a deep impres^on on every ccmsiderate and unpreju.- 
dised mind* It is ({uite imposuble, satisfactorily, to 
account for the very strong language used in Scripture 
concerning the love of God m the mission and gift of 
Jesus Christ, and the condescension and kindness oF 
Jesus Christ himself; f<nr- the depth of interest, the 
warmth oi admiring transport, and adoring gratitude, 
with which this subject ins{^red the New Testament 
writers ; fcnr the desmptlon given in the New Testa- 
ment, of Christ's exahation at the right hand of God ^ 
and fbr the high claims whidi Jesus himself makes on 
the love and obedience of his followers, — ^but on the 
principle, that he is indeed ^ the true God, God over^ 
aU, blessed for ever J.'* 

Indeed, we might safely rest the decision of this itai- 
portant question, on the evidence adduced in that 

• Col. i. 16, 17. Rom. xiv. 10. 

+ Acts tU. 59 ; Matdu xxviii. 19 ; Jolm ▼. %%, 

j:Th« zeadcir who wishes for an illustration of the whole wgument 
respecting the Divinity of Christ, and especially of this very interesting 
pan of it, will meet with the fiillQBt satisfaction In Wardlaw^s Ufit 
comnei oh the Socittiau Cofitroverttf. 



d by Google 



Ser. III.] THE pRissTfi<»eD or raRisr. 159 

Episde from which we ha^e selected the subject of our 
discourse. In the first chapter^ we find him represent* 
ed as ffliperior to the prophets, ^^much better than the 
angels/* *' God's <Mily begotten Son," the appcmited 
heir of all diings, the maker of the wcnrld, ^' the Innght* 
ness of the Father's glory, and the express image <^ 
his person," uphdding all things by the word of his 
pow^, and the object of worship to the heavenly host. 
The inspired writers are represented as addressing him 
in the following language : " Thy throne, O God, is 
for* ever and ever ; a sceptre of righteousness is the 
8e^>tre of thy kingdom; and thou, Jehovah, in the be« 
ginning hast laid tlie foundation of the earth, and the 
heavena are the work of thy hand; they shall perish, 
but thou remainest ; and they shall all wax old, as 
doth a garment, and as a vesture shaltthou fold them 
up, and they shaU be changed; but thou art the same, 
and thy years shall not fail." Sur^y if any dling can 
warrant the inference, this evidence does — This pel:- 
son is the true God. 

And it is equally evident^ that the possession of the 
divine nature raises our Lord to an inconceivable su* 
periority above the Aaronical priesthood. Between the 
smallest atom of matter and the whole imiverse of 
matter, between the meanest intelligent bek^ and ^e 
highest angel, there is some jN'oportion, but between 
the creature and the Creator,between finite and infinite, 
there is, there can be none* The Aaronical prieste 
were mere mortals. The High Priest of our profession 
is the God " who alone hath immortality ."^ 
^ 2d, Jesus Christ is superior to the Aaronical priest9> 
ill the perfection of his character. 

The Apostle informs us, that ''the law maketh 
men priests who have infirmity :^ and the Aaronical 
high priest, being ''eompassed with infirmity, was 
under the necessity of presenting a 8in-K)fferiRg for 
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himself as well bb for the pe<^e." The Aaronical 
priesthood were mai subject to moral fault as well as 
their brethren. The history of the Jews proves^ that 
some of their high-priests were monsters of de^Nrayity 
and crime; and though many of them were men of ex« 
alted piety and virtue, none of them was faultless. 
Aarmi and £U were excellent men ; but the criBainal 
compliance of the oae with the wishes of the idcdatrous 
people, and the equal criminal indulgence of the other 
towards his abandoned children, clearly shew that they 
were no exceptions frcmi the general rule. ^' Theife is 
not a just man upon the ear^, that doeth good and 
sinneth not." They were "by nature diildren of 
wrath even as others/' stained by hereditary and per« 
sonal guilt, by original ami acquired depravity ; and 
even such oi them as were regenerated, had " flesh" as 
wdlas "spirit,** and "intheirfleshdweltnogood thing." 
But in the moral character, of our Lord, there were 
no such blemishes^ He was " all fair, there was no 
spot in him.'* Every descendant of our crigmal pro* 
genitor and federal representi^ve, according to the 
ordinary laws of nature, comes into the world a guiU 
ty creature, a " dbild of wrath." " In Adam all sin. 
ned, and in Adam all died." Our Redeemer, how« 
ever, tjiough a descendant of Adam, did not descend 
from him according to the ordinary laws of nature.—. 
" The seed of Ae woman," his human nature was 
formed by the supernatural operati<m of the Divine 
Spirit, and was b»& of a virgin. He was thus not re« 
presented by Adam^ and, of course, uninvolved in the 
nMH^al, and nei necumr^^. inv<dved in the natural con- 
sequences of Adam's fall. " The Holy Ghost," said 
the angel to the blessed virgin, "shaft come upon thee, 
and the power of the Highest shall over^adow thee; 
therefore also^ that holy thing which shall be bom of 
thee, shall be called the Son of God." 
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Every descendant oi Ai$m, is not imly a guilty^ 
but a depraved creature. Destitute of the purifying 
influence of the Holy Spirit^ and exposed to the de- 
-leaving influence of wicked spirits and a corrupted 
.w<srld^ no soon^ do his moral faculties unfold them- 
selves, than they are misemployed; no*80oner does he 
beccane capable, of moral action, than he acts wrong. 
But the Saviour being free from guilt, in his moral con- 
stitution there was no tendaicy to crime. ^^ He was 
holy, harmless, and undefiled." 

But not merely was our Lord, like Adam, naturally 
free from guilt and depravity ; unlike Adam, he con^ 
tinned free fr<Hn both. He never incurred guilt, he 
never acquired depravity. Without the slightest ha- 
-sard, he could appeal to his enemies for his innocence : 
" Which of you convinceth me of sin ?" and, in his 
case, the sarcasm, ^^ Physician, heal thyself," had no 
force. Though exposed to the fiercest attacks from 
Satan, that enemy did not prevail against him ; that 
son of widLedness ^' did not overcome him.** He re- 
tired discomfited and ashamed, for he found nothing 
in him to aflbrd fuel for his temptations.* They dis- 
tressed, but they could not deprave him. In a world 
full of seductions, though tempted both by its 
firowns and its smiles, its terrors and its alluremoits, 
he never, in the slightest degree, imbibed its corrupt 
spirit, nor imitated its improper manners. The pu- 
rity of his nature and his life remained unstained, and 
he died as he lived, a stranger to guilt and to depra* 
vity. ** He knew no sin." 

But when we have said of our Lord that he was 
faultless, though we have raised him far above the 
Aaronical priesthood, far indeed above any of the chil- 
dren of men, we are far from having told all the truth. 
He was not only innocent, but excellent ; not only ex- 
cellent, but perfect; His mind was not merely free 
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firom any bias to evil, it was strongly and solely ineUned 
to what was good. In Ids moral oonstituticm were 
sown the seeds of every excellence, which, as he grew 
to maturity, unfolded themselves, yielding the b^iuti^ 
ful blossoms of grace, and the rich fruits of perfection. 
The Spirit of "God, the prindj^e of all true goodness 
in created natures, took up his resid^ice in the human 
nature of our Lord, in the moment of its formation, and 
adorned it with all the beauties of holiness. He rest- 
ed on him as a spirit of wisdom, and understanding, 
and counsel, and fortitude, and discernment, and zeal, 
and benignity. His intellectual faculties, free from 
prejudice, were steadily directed to the acquisitioii of 
the most valuable knowledge, — ^the knowledge oi the 
diaracter and will of God. His will bowed in cheers 
ful submission to the revelation of the divine word, 
and the appointments of the 4ivine providence. His 
affections were pure, and ardent, and heavenly. AH 
was moral beauty, order, and harmony. 

As his mental constitution was thus not only firee 
firom defect, but richly furnished with all that is 
great and good in morals, so his conduct was not 
merely free of faults, but distinguished by every posi- 
tive, every possible excellence, which the circumstan- 
ces in which he was placed either required or admit- 
ted. " He loved the Lord his God with all his heart, 
and strength, and soul, and mind, and his neighbour 
as himself.*' '^ He did justly, loved mercy, and walk- 
ed humbly with his God." To every institution, who- 
ther moral or' ceremonial, whidi bore the stamp of di- 
vine appointm^it, he yielded a willing and a perfect 
obedience. He cheerfully did all that God command- 
ed, and patiently suffered all that God appointed. 

His obedience to the divine law had every charac- 
ter pf perfection. It was perfect in its principle ; for 
it flowed from a regard to the divine authority, and A 
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We to the divine law. He worshipped "God, who is 
a Spirit, in spirit and in truth." An eager desire to 
finish the work assigned him, because it was assigned 
him, was plainly the animating principle of his con- 
duct. It was the language of his actions as well as 
of his lips — " My meat is to do the will of him that 
seat me, and to finish his work." " Not my will, but 
thine be done." His ultimate desire was, that God 
should be glorified ; and even when he prays for his 
own glory, this is his language, " Father, glorify thy 
Son, tiiat thy Son also may glorify thee." 

His obedience was perfect in its extent. It was as 
extensive as the demands of the divine law, and the 
obligations which arose out of the different relations he 
sustained to^God and to mankind. And, in fine, his 
obedience was perfect in its duration. He never was 
" weary of well-doing." He did ^* not fail, nor was he 
discouraged," but became " obedient to death, even 
the death of the cross." His character was, in one 
word, a beautiful combination of the great and amiable 
moral qualities, of all the active and passive virtues, so 
mixed and blended together, as to form absolute per« 
fection and loveliness. 

It deserves particular notice, and with the remark I 
shall conclude this part of the subject, that, in this 
Epistle, wherever the moral imperfections of the Jewish 
priests are spoken of, particular care is taken to guard 
against any inference inconsistent with the spotless 
purity of the Redeemer's character. For example, just 
before the apostle takes notice, that '' the priests un- 
der the law needed to offer sacrifice for their own sin," 
he assures us, that though Jesus *^ was tempted in all 
points like unto us, yet he was without sin ;" and he 
prefaces the declaration, that " the law made men high 
priests who had infirmity," with the assertion, that 
Jesus was " such a high priest as became us, holy. 
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harmless^ undefiled^ and separate from sinners/'-* Com« 
pare the above very imperfect delineation of our Lord's 
moral excellence with the character of Aaron, or the 
holiest of his sons, and acknowledge the prodigious 
superiority of oiur New Testament High Priest : *' In 
all things he has the pre-eminence." 

3d, Jesus Christ is superior to the Aaronical priest- 
hood, in the solemnity of his appointment and inau- 
guration. 

The appointment and inauguration of the Aaronical 
priesthood, are among the most impressive transactions 
which illustrated the commencement of the Mosaic 
dispensation. A particular account of them is to be 
found in the twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth chap- 
ters of Exodus, and in the eighth chapter of Leviticus. 

The Aaronical high-priesthood was constituted by 
an immediate revelation of the divine will to Moses. 
" Take unto thee," said Jehovah, '' Aaron thy brother, 
and his sons with him, from among the children of Is- 
rael, that he may minister unto me in the priest's of- 
fice/' The ceremonies of their inauguration were nu- 
merous and imposing. Having been washed with 
water, Aaron was, by the divine legislator, robed in 
his sacerdotal garments ; " the coat and its girdle ; the 
robe and the ephod, and its girdle ; the breast-place, 
inclosing the mysterious Urim and Thummim ; and 
the mitre, with its golden front, or the holy crown." 
The precious oil of consecration was then poured on 
his head, ^^ A bullock for a sin offering, a ram for a 
burnt-offering," and a second ram, termed the ram of 
consecration, were all, with significant rites, presented 
in sacrifice A portion of their blood was sprinkled 
on Aaron ; and thus, by a triple baptism of water, of 
oil, and of blood, was he set apart to discharge all the 
functions of his sacred ministry. 

But bow does the glitter of ceremonial grandeur be- 
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cwne dim, when compared with the sublimely simple 
dignity of the appointment and consecration of our 
New Testament High-Priest I The constitution of our 
Saviour's priesthood, was the result not of a simple re* 
velation of the divine will, but of a divine oath. ^' He 
was made a priest, not without an oath ; for the Aaro- 
nical priests were made without an oath, but this with 
an oa^ by him who said to him, '' The Lord sware, 
and will not repent. Thou art a priest for ever after the 
order of Melchizedek." This is one of the subjects, 
which, by their vastness and strangeness, oppress and 
confound the human mind^ In reading these words, 
we feel as if, like Paul, we were *^ caught up to the 
third heavens." Our thoughts are hurried back through 
the course of eternal ages ; and we seem to witness^ 
though the minuter parts of the sublime scene are hid 
in excess of brightness, that awfully important trans« 
action among the independent and eternal Three in 
One, £bom which originates the whole scheme of hu« 
man redemption ; and which, according to the differ* 
ent aspects in which our feeble faculties consider it, we 
denominate the counsel of peace, or the decree of mercy. 
The foil import of these words, '* The Liord sware, and 
will not repent," we cannot tell ; but assuredly Jehoi 
vah does not swear about a matter of trivial import 
They mark, in the strongest manner, the solemnity, the 
importance, the immutability of the appointment. 

The circumstances in our Lord's history, which an- 
swer to the inauguration of the Aaronical priesthood, 
are also much superior in solemnity. How poor is all 
the pomp of Aaron's vesture, to those robes of heaven- - 
ly wisdom and purity in which Jesus stood by the 
banks of Jordan ! and, how does all the solemnity of 
his ceremonial investiture dwindle into insignificance, 
when compared with the opening heaven, the descend- 
ing Spirit, and the voice of Jehovah from the excellent. 
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Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world^p— 
He delivered him up for us all.^— He gave his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins.— He made Imn to be 
sin for us." 

But though God resily appointed both the sacrifices 
in the temple^ and the sacrifice on Calvary^ the objects 
of the two divine appointments were very different* 
The design of the divinely appointed Levitical sacrifi- 
ces, was to '^ sanctify to the purifying of the flesh.*' 
The design of the divinely appointed sacrifice of Christ> 
was to " purge the conscience from dead wwks to serve 
l3ie living God." The object of the former was, to 
procure the remisfidon of ceremonial guilt, purification 
from ceremonial defilement, and deliverance from tem- 
poral pmiishment. The object of the latter was, to 
procpre the remission of moral guilt, purification from 
moral pollution, and deliverance from everlasting mi- 
sery. The sacrifice appointed by an infinitely wise 
and just God, to serVe the last of the purposes, must 
be more valuable than those appointed by him to serve 
the fit St of them. 

The value o£ the Aavonical sacrifices arose entirely 
from divine appointment. Of themselves they were 
altogether insuffici^iit eVen for the purposes for which 
they were intended. Their value, as sacrifices, was 
entirely extrinsic, originating in their being a divine 
cnrdinance. Their connection with their object was 
like that which existed betweeh our Lord speaking a 
word alid curing a disease ; not tiiat which exists be- 
tween the application of medicine, and the removal 
(^ the disorder. 

It is otherwise with the sacrifice of our Lord. That 
sacrifice was in i/«e^ valuable ; and between it and its 
object there existed the connection both of means and 
end, cause and effect. It was in itself calculated to gain 
tkt jHttpose for which it was intended. It was not so 
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properly valuable because it was appointed, as aj^int* 
ed because it was valuable *• 

The intrinsic value of the victims offered in sacrifice, 
by the Aaronical priests, was comparatively trifling. 
They were all of them irrational animajsi The blood 
shed was that of bulls and goats. But Christ's sacri- 
fice was the " sacrifice of himself," — himself both body 
and soul. The life of a man is more valuable than the 
lives of innumerable beasts. The soul of a man is 
more valuable than a universe of mere matter. The 
sacrificial victim was, in the case of our Saviour's of- 
fering, an intelligent being, possessed of the highest 
intellectual endowments* and moral excellencies; so 
that, even in this point of light, the sacrifice of Christ 
was incomparably more valuable , than that of the 
Aaronical priesthood. 

The mo§t important fact, however, , in reference to 
the value of our Lord's sacrifice, remains to be stated. 
The sacrificial victim was a hiunan nature iifiost inti- 
mately united to the divine, in the person of the Son 
of God. The divine nature necessarily impresses its 
own dignity and value on the constituted person of the 
Messiah, and upon his whole mediatory work. Ac- 
cordingly we find, the value and efficacy of the sacri- 
fice of the Son of God, is, in Scripture, referred to his 



* Were I not afraid of degrading a subject so important, by my 
attempts to Illustrate it, I would say, tbe Levitical saorifices resemble 
pap^ currency, which owes both its value and its use to the appoint- 
ment of the government ; whereas the sacrifice of our Saviour bean 
an analogy to the gold coin. It has value in itself ; the stamp of 
the mint only gives it currency ; and it is because it is valuable that 
it is made current. May I be forgiven for tracing the analogy a 
litde farther ? It is from its reference to real property, that paper 
currency has even the value it possesses. It is from a reference to 
the great sacrifice, that the Levitical expiations derived their princi- 
pal value. 

H 



d by Google 



170 . THE PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST. ([Part I L 

essential Deity. '^ In him we hare redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, who is the image of 
the invisible God, the first-bom of every creature ;Jar 
by him were all things created *." The Son of God, 
whom he has '^ appointed heir of all things, by whom 
he made the worlds, who is the brightness of his glory, 
and the express image of his person, upholding all 
things by the word of his power, by himself purged 
our sins t." '* Through the eternal Spirit, he offered 
himself to God a sacrifice without spot j:/' Can any 
thing be more evident, than that in these passages, the 
value, and consequent efficacy of the Redeemer's sacri« 
fice, is represented as fiowisg from his being a pes* 
sessor of the divine nature ? 

It is indeed most true, that the divine nature is not 
susceptible of pain or death ; and the cause of scriptu- 
ral truth has been materially injured by the use of a 
phraseology by some of its honest and able defenders, 
which seems to imply the absurdity and impiety of the 
divine passibility. Yet still, though only the human 
nature was, or could be offered in sacrifice, it was the 
human nature of the incarnate Deity ; and " God ma- 
nifest in flesh," stamped his own glory on the propi- 
tiation for our sins. 

How the infinite dignity of our Lord's divine nature 
conveyed an infinite value to the sufferings of his hu- 
manity, it is difficult, or perhaps impossible for usfully 
explain. The fact is certain, and is of the last import- 
ance, as the foundation of the sinner's hope of accept- 
ance with God II . 

• CoL i. 14, 15. t Heb. i. 2, 3. $ Heb. ix. 14. 

II To attempt fully to explain such a subject, as the manner In which 
the divinity of the Saviour affects the value of his sacrifice, is certain- 
ly to endeavour " to be wise above what is written ;" but we may 
surely '' shew the reasonableness of such a doctrine, and rebut the 
charges which rashness or profan^ness may throw out against it, with- 
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There is a somewhat different aspect in which this 
most interesting subject jnay be viewed; and from the 
contemplation of which, the superior value of the sacri- 
fice of our Saviour, above the Levitical sacrifices, wDl 
become yet farther apparent. The value of a sacrifice 
consists in its tendency to propitiate the Divinity, or. 



oat overstepping the boundary prescribed to our feeble and fallen fa- 
culties." l^is has been done iti so masterly a manner by an English 
dlTine, in whom seem to meet, in rare combination, extensive learn- 
ing, critical acumen, consistent orthodoxy, and fervent piety, that I 
conceive I am doing an important favour to the reader, by presenting 
him with the following statement. 

'^ I. The assumption of human nature by the Eternal Word, who 
is God, was the act of an infinite mind, knowing, intending, and con- 
templating all the results of that act of iftisumption, through the pe- 
riod of the designed humiliation, and for ever. To the divine mind, 
nearness and remoteness of time or space are equal ; consequently, 
as the actual assumption d human nature was die first result of the 
omnipotent wiU, so the same act or Volition must equally have car- 
ried forwards, and communicated its original divine value, to all the 
subsequent moral and mediatorial acts of the incarnate Saviour. 

'^ II. The union of Ae divine and human natures in his person, 
was constant and invariable. The Scriptures afibrd us no reason u 
think, that the Messiah^s \iuman nature, though retaining always if 
essential properties, had ever a separate 8u\)sistence. To the mothi 
of Jesus it was announced, ' The holy being which is bom of the< 
shall be called the Son of God ;* and, according to the prophetic d( 
daration, as soon as the world could say, ^ Unto us a child is bom,' s 
soon was it fact that his name was called, ^ the Wonderful, the Coun 
sellor, the Mighty God,' It was the Mediator in his whole person, 
who acted for the salvation of man, though it was impossible that 
the divine nature could be subject to suffering. 

" From these two positions, I infer a third, which I venture to 
propose as an unexceptionable mode of stating this important, though 
profound and difficult subject. 

•< III. All the acts of our Lord Jesus Christ, that were physical 
or merely intellectual, were acts of his human nature alone, being 
necessary to the subsistence of a human nature ; but all his moral 
acts, and all the moral qualities of complex acts, or, in other terms, 
all diat he did, in and for the execution of his mediatorial office and 
work, were Impressed with the essential dignity and moral value of 
hit divine perfection. 

'« These reasons appear to me sufficient to authorise our attribute 
ing to this holy sacrifice, a value properly infinite, on account of the 
divine mitaie of him who offered it. A most important conclusion ! 
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in other words^ in its tendency to give such a dis- 
play of God's hatred against sin^ and his determiiuu 
tion to punish it^ as renders it consistent with his 
moral character and government to pardon and save 
the sinner. Now, that in this point of view the sacri- 
fice of Christ infinitely transcends in value the Levitical 
sacrifices^ may easily be made evident. 
. There are two circumstances with respect to a sacri- 
fice, which may be viewed as illustrative of the dis- 
pleasure of God against sin — ^the degree of suffering 
endured by the victim, and the dignity and excellence 
of the victim who undergoes the suffering. It is self- 
evident, that the pain suffered by all the victims whidi 
bled in sacrifice under the law, was as nothing when 
compared with the pain endured by our blessed Re- 
deemer. And if there be no proportion as to the first 
mode of illustrating the divine hatred of sin, the ob- 
vious disproportion is still more striking as to the last. 
What an infinite difference is there between the dis- 
play given of the divine displeasure at sin, by devot- 
ing, some thousands of irrational animals to a violent 
and somewhat untimely death, and that given by in- 



rich in hope to the contrite sinner; fiiU of joy to the obedient be- 
liever. 

^' I cannot decline also to observe here, how dose and important 
is the connection between the two leading doctrines of the Christian 
system, the Deity, and the atonement of Christ. They yield vm-- 
tual iliustration and support, and neither can be consistently hdd 
without die other." 

These paragraphs are extracted from Dr Pye Smithes Sermon On 
the Sacrifice if Christy pp« 53-— 55 ; a weU- reasoned and dabonite 
discourse, which, besides giving a very satis&ctory view of the sub- 
ject in general, is calculated to be particularly useful as a necessary 
guj^lement to Dr Magee*s work on Atonement. - Dr Smith's diacut- 
sions in reference to the '< value and efficacy of the sacrifice <tf Christ," 
fill up a most fnaterial d^t in the able and learned tieatise of his 
predecestOT, which, so far as it goes^ is an unanswered and muui. 
0w«vaUa defence of thescriptuzaldoi^riiie of sacrifice and i 
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flictiiig on his own well belov^ed and only begotten 
Son, agonies which extorted froni his lips these 
words of .fearful emphasis : '^ My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful, even unto death ! My God, my God ! why 
hast thou forsaken me ?" Surely, if the value of the sa- 
crifice be a just criterion of the dignity of the priest- 
hood, our Saviour has "obtained a moi-e excellent 
ministry." 

5th, Jesus Christ is superior to the Aaronical priests 
in the excellence of the blessings procured by him 
in the exercise of his priestly office. 

The Aaronical high-priesthood was a source of be- 
nefit, both to those who were invested with it, and tn 
those on whose behalf they performed the sacerdoUil 
functions. The high-priest, in consequence of his oi- 
fice, was elevated above all his brethren. Hie appa- 
rel was splendid, — his revenue princely,-,— and his at- 
tendants numerous. His office was the most honoiu^-^ 
able known among the people of God, and he was ad* 
mitted to intercourse with the Divinity peculiarly in 
timate. 

But, how much more elevated are the honoiirfc 
how much more rich are the blessings, which th< 
" High Priest of our profession" has obtained for him- 
self ! He is ^^ a priest upon his throne." ** Because 
he humbled himself," in the offering of his sacrifice, 
'^ and became obedient unto death,- even the death of 
the cross, -God has highly exalted him, and given him 
a name above every riame, that at the name of Jestia 
every knee should bow, and every tongue conft i^s that 
he is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." God ha* 
presented him with the blessings of goodness. " He has 
set a crown of pure gold upon his head. His glory is 
great in God's salvation. Honour and majesty have 
been laid upon him. God has made him most blessed 
for ever ; — ^he has made him exceeding glad with his 
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countenance." Because he poured out his soul unto 
death, and was numbered with the transgressors, and 
bare the sins of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors, he sees his seed, he prolongs his days, 
and the pleasure of the Lord prospers in his hand. Je- 
hovah apportions him the great as his reward; and he 
- ''receives the many as his spoil */' Instead gf being per- 
mitted once a year to contemplate the symbol of Deity 
in the material holy of holies, our New Testamait 
High- Priest enters into heaven, and enjoys for ever 
the most intimate and uninterrupted communion with 
God. '' Christ being come, a High-Priest of good 
things to come, by a greats and more perfect taber* 
nacle, not made with hands, neither by the blood oi 
goats and calves, but by his own blood, entered in unto 
the holy place: He is not entered into the holy places 
made with hands, which are the figures, of the true> 
but into heaven itself, there to appear in the presence 
of God for us." 

The benefits procured by our Lord's performance of 
the functions of the priesthood for those in whose be-» 
half he acts, are also incomparably more excellent 
than those secured for the Israelites by Aaron and his 
sons, in the discharge of their sacred duties. The 
Aaronical priesthood, by the performance of their sa- 
cred duties, obtained for the Israelitish people tlie re* 
mission of ceremonial guilt,-^— the removal of ceremo- 
nial pollution, and an exemption from the temporal 
evils to which these exposed them. They secured for 
them a right to mingle in the services of the sanctuary^ 
and the peaceful enjoyment of the promised land* 

These were, no doubt, blessings of very considerable 
value ; but they shrink into nothing when compared 

• PhiL ii. 8—11 ; PsaL xxi. 3-:6 ; Isa. liii 10—1?. 
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with the benefits procured for sinful men, through the 
sacrifice and intercession of Christ Jesus. A man 
might en^oj all these privileges, and yet perish for 
ever. But, through the priesthood of Jesus Christy 
we obtain benefits large as our wishes, and lasting as 
our souls ; — benefits suited to our nature, as rational 
and imm(n*tal, and to our situation as guilty and de- 
praved. '^ In him we have redemption through his 
lAood-— the forgiveness of sins." He has '^ put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself," so '^ that there is now 
no more condemnation to them who are in .Christ Je- 
sus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit." 
Through the priesthood of Christ, we obtain de- 
liverance from moral pollution. By the mission, in- 
carnation, and sacrifice of the Son of God, the power of 
sin over elect men is destroyed, ^^ God, sending his 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and a nn offerings 
ccmdemned sin in the flesh, which the law could not 
do in that it was weak through the flesh *." The 
blood of Christ, who, through the Eternal Spirit, offer- 
ed himself to God a sacrifice without spot, purges the 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 
Through the priesthood of Christ we obtain complete 
and eternal exemption fro^i the dreadful consequences 
of moral guilt and depravity. ^' Jesus delivereth us 
frcMu the wraith to come." 

Nor is this all. He has obtained for us free access 
at all times, and in all circumstances, to the throne of 
mercy. Through '' the new and living way, opened 
through the rent vail of his flesh, and consecrated" 
by his blood, may the sinner approach in the assured 
hope of pardon, and the saint in the joyful expectation 
of *' finding grace to help in every time of need." In 

* Rom. yiU. 3. ff^j < ifcx^m^. 
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&ne, through the priesthood of our Lord^ is obtaiiwd 
for us the enjoyment of the Heavenly Canaan. It is 
in consequence of his being slain that men are rede^n^ 
ed to God^ and admitted to the honours and joys <^ 
the celestial state. ^' Who are these that are arrayed in 
white robes, and whence came they ? These are they 
who have come out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white tn the blood of 
the' Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of 
God> and serve him day and night in his temple; and 
He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 
They shall hunger no more, neither shall they thirst 
any more, neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat ; fcnr the Lamb, who is in the midst of the idinme, 
shall feed them, and lead them unto living fountains 
of water, and God shall wipe away all tears fircnn their 
ey«s.'* How mueh superiOT in excellence, then, are the 
benefits procured by the priesthood of our Lord, to those 
obtained by the Aaronical priesthood! Judging of 
die comparative dignity of the offices, by the ecnn- 
parative importance of their results, we must acknow- 
ledge, that Jesus has obtained a more excellent minis- 
try- 

6th, Jesus Christ is superior to the Aaronical priest- 
hood in the duration of his office. 

The individual priests of the order of Aaron, like 
the rest of their brethren, " were of few days." The 
office by no means conferred immortality on those 
who were invested with it. *' They truly,'* says Ae 
apostle, *' were many priests, because they were not 
suffered to continue by reason of death." And not 
merely were the individual priests mortal, but the in- 
stitution itself was but temporary. It did not last 
above fifteen hundred years. Nearly eighteen centu- 
ries have elapsed since any descendant of Aaron per- 
formed any of the priestly functions. The altars are 
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ovefdirown ; the temple in which they ministered ig 
levelled with the dust ; and the sacred fire is extin- 
guished for ever. 

It is £ae otherwise with ^our New Testament High 
Priest. His mediatxarial person is immortal , and his 
priesUy character perpetual. *^ Christ being raised 
from the dead^ dietJi no more : death hath no more 
dominion over him." '^ This man, because he con- 
tinufith ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.'^ This 
was typified, under the forma* dispensation, by the 
priesthood of Melchizedec, whose predecessors and 
successors, both as a man and a priest, are concealed, 
for the express purpose of his shadowing forth the im- 
mortal life of the Messiah, and the perpetual duration 
of his priesthood. *' For this Melchizedec, kin^ of 
Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abra- 
ham retuiming from the slaughter of the kings, and 
blessed him : To whom also Abraham gave a tenth 
part of all, first being, by interpretation^ king o' 
ri^teousness, and after that also king of Salem ^ whic 
is king of peace: Without father, without mother, with 
out descent, having neither b^inning of day^, nor en 
of life : but made like unto the Son of God, abideth 
priest continually. The law maketh men high priestt 
who have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which 
was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated 
for evermore." 

It is true, indeed, that with- respect to one of the 
leading functions of the priestfabod, Jesus has long 
ceased to exercise it. I allude to the offering of sacri- 
fice. '^ He was once," and but once> " offered to bear 
the sins of many." This, however, instead of detract- 
ing from, is one of the most powerful illustrations of 
the dignity and excellence of his ministry. The repe- 
tition of the Aaronical sacrifices was a proof of theix 
H 2 
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inefficacy. It was '' because their sacrifices could not 
take away sin, that every priest under the law stood 
daily ministering, and offering oftentimes the same 
sacrifices/* " Had these sacrifices made the comers 
thereunto perfect, would they not have ceased to be 
offered ?'* The perfection of our Saviour's sacrifice 
completely superseded, not merely all other sacrifices, 
but the repetition of itself. This one sacrifice '* put 
away sin,— obtained eternal redemption for us,— and 
perfected for ever all them who are sanctified." " Hav» 
ing offered one sacrifice for sin, he for ever sat down 
<m the right hand of the throne of God, from hence-^ 
forth expecting till his enemies be made his fdatstooV* 
The efficacy of his sacrifice is, however, immortal. 
*' The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseA u«. 
from all sin.** 

The other functions of the priesthood our Saviour 
continues for ever to perform. *' He is able to save 
to the uttermost all that come to God by him, seeing: 
he ever liveth to make intercession for them." He for 
ever retains the power and the disposition to bless his 
people. Whether the priestly office of our Saviour is 
to be considered as, strietly speaking, eternal,— or 
whether it is to be considered as everlasting, merely 
in reference to the present order of things, and to ter- 
minate when '^ the Soti shall deliver up the kingdom to 
the Father, and shall be all and all," are questions^, 
the full discussion of which would involve us in some 
very abstruse inquiries, and the resolution of which is 
by no* means necessary for any important purpose, e>* 
ther of duty or of comfort. Whatever view we take 
of this subject, the superiority of our Lord's priest- 
hood to that of the family of Aaron, is abundant- 
ly evident. Their lives were shorty and their office 
temporary. His life is immortal, and his office un- 
changing. 
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Thus does it appear^ whether we compare the priest- 
hood of Aaron^ and the priesthood of our Lord^-— or 
contrast them^ the result to which we are led is the 
same^ the transcendant excellence and glory of our 
Lord's sacerdotal character. He has received a more 
excellent, ministry. 

And now, ''holy brethren, partakers of the heaven- 
ly calling, consider the Aposde and High-Priest of 
our profession, Christ Jesus." He has been presented 
to your minds in various aspects ; and the believing 
contemplation of him in each of them is calculated to 
instruct and to comfort you. As he is a possessor of 
the nature and perfections of Deity, with reverence 
and holy fear yield him religious homage ; " he is 
your Ixnrd, and worship ye him ;'* rely on his sacrifice, 
for it must be infinitely valuable ; and trust to his 
grace, {which must be all-sufficient. As possessed of 
immaculate moral excellence, behold in him the pat- 
tern of your conduct ; and, contemplating his 
matchless worth, be transformed into his image 
from glory to gl<KPy. As divinely appointed to, qua- 
lified for, and invested with, the high priesthood of 
our profession, ''see that ye refuse not him" who 
bears so high a commission; but, with unsuspecting con- 
fidence, commit the management of your spiritual in- 
t^ests to " him whom the Father has sanctified, sent, 
and sealed." To the merits of his atcmement, look for 
the pardon of all your sins. To the prevalence of his 
intercession, look for the acceptance of all your ser- 
vices. To the power of his benediction, look for com- 
fort here, and happiness for ever. As the Possessor of 
an immutable and iimnortal Priesthood, fear not to 
trust him with your everlasting interests ; and look 
forwaa^ to eternity without fear, since he ever lives to 
pardon and bless you. As he is the only High Priest 
of your profession, beware of going about to establish 
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your own righteousness^ and " trust in the Lord Jeho- 
vah, in whom alone is everlasting righteousness and 
strength." And, as he has done all for your salvatioiij, 
devote yourselves with unreserved hearts to the ad- 
vancement of his honour, and the f ulfdment of his will. 
Improve the atonement, the intercession, and the sav- 
ing power of the Redeemer, for all the purposes of 
holiness and of comfort, and *^ let the life you live in 
the flesh be by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
you, and who gave himself for you." 

How miserable is the situation of those who neglect 
or despise our great New Testament High Priest I 
How enormous is their crime ! how profound must be 
their perdition ! '* How can they escape, who neglect 
so great salvation 1" ^^For them there ranains no 
more sacrifice for sin, but a certain fearful looking for 
of judgment, to destroy the adversaries." Witliout 
delay, let every sinner "flee for refuge to the hope set 
before him in the gospel." In the world to come, 
into which we must soon enter — ^to impenitent men^ 
there is no atoning sacrifice, no quickening Spirit. 
" Now is the accepted time, now is the day of salva- 
tion." 

I conclude with the reflection by which the dis- 
course was introduced : How full are the Scriptures 
of our Lord Jesus Chrisl ! He is, indeed, the sum 
and substance of them. He gives them meaning and 
consistency, importance and beauty. No portion of 
the Scriptures is apt to be perused with less pleasure 
and advantage, or indeed, considered by^ itself, appears 
less worthy of God, than the very particular detail 
which we find in the books of Moses respecting the 
Levitical priesthood. Viewed, however, in connection 
with the priesthood and sacrifice of Jesus Christ, we 
perceive their meaning, we feel their importance. 
'^ As the sun paints the clouds, which are in themselves 
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but dark lowering vapours exhaled fccmi the earthy with 
the most glorious colours ; so, when the Sun. of righ- 
teousness rises, even the " carnal ordinances" and com- 
mandmenis of the law, dark and earthly as they seem, 
are gilded by his beams, and assume a fair and smil- 
ing aspect. Under his benignant influence, who is the 
light of the word, as well as of the world, the most 
barren parts of Scripture " blossom as the rose *.'' 

• M'Ewen. 
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SERMON IV, 

THE BLOODT EAPTISM OF CHRfSTi 



LUKE xil. 50^ 



J have a baptism to be baptized with ; and Koto am F 
straitened until U be accomplished I 

It is a melancholy reflection, which occasionally ob- 
trudes itself on his mind, who takes a deep interest in 
the advancement of the honour of God and the happi- 
ness of mankind, when he reviews the history of past 
ages, and surveys the events of the times which are 
passing over us, — ^that the sum of good actually pro- 
duced bears no adequate proportion to the number of 
the agents, and the quantity of talent and influence, 
not only which ought to have been, but which, in rea^ 
lity, had been employed m its production. It would 
ill become us, who live in an age the most distin-^ 
guished for combined, vigorous, well directed exer- 
tions in doing good, since that of the apqsdes, to com-, 
plain, that little good absolutely has been done ; yet 
still, when we reflect that we live in the nineteenth 
century of Christianity, and that since the commence- 
ment of that dispensation, there have been, in every 
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age^ multitudes in different vanks^ whose hearts wei^ 
animated by the purest love of God and mankind^ 
forming an aggregate of many millions of agents^ and- 
embracing an almost inconceivable mass of moral 
power, it is impossible not to perceive clearly, and ta 
feel deeply, that the sum of good produced is conipa^ 
ratively very small. From the active and zealous ex- 
ertions of such a mighty multitude of Christian minds, 
continued through the course of sa. many< ages, it 
might have been expected, even when all- due allows 
9nces have been made for opposing circumstances^ 
that, at this late period of the world, there should not 
have been a region of the earth unvisited with the 
Hght of divine truth, nor an individual bearing* the 
Bame of man, unfurnished with the means of religious 
and moral improvement. Yet> how different is the ac- 
tual state of human affairs ! It is but a nnall part of 
the> peopled globe which is even called Christian ; and 
what a prodigious majority of the inhabitants of every 
such country are altogether unworthy of the name ! 

Of an effect at once so melancholy, and unexpected^ 
it may be worth whiie> shortly, to inquire into the 
cause. No consequence of such magnitude, when re^ 
salting from the operations of numerous and unoon^ 
nected agents, is. ever produced by a single cause. It 
were quite unseasonable to enter at large into an in>- 
vestigation (£ all the circumstances which have direct- 
ly or indirectly contributed to this final result ; but I 
may be permitted to remark, that perhaips no single 
circumstance has contributed more to the produoticm 
of the effect referred to, than, a deficiency in decision 
of character in the greater part of those who- wished 
to do good, with that variation of pursuit, and want 
of perseverance, which are its necessary consequences^ 

No maft, who knows any thing about human- na- 
ture, could expect, however mudi he might desire h^ 
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thai all good men in all ages should exactly agree^ 
both as to the end to be pursued, and the means of 
pursuing it ; that one soul should, as it were, animate 
the whole body of the faithful, so that the unfinished 
schemes of usefulness <^ one age should be taken up 
and ]M*osecuted, and perfected by liie succeeding ge- 
nerations, and aU the talents and influence of all good 
men, in all countries, and in all ages, should be steadi- 
ly and systematically directed to the grand ends of 
the divine honour and hmnan happiness. But it does 
not seem so unreasonable an expectation, that, as every 
Christian must beemployed in doing good, (for other- 
wise he is no Christian,) every Christian should steadi- 
ly prosecute his own plan of doing good ; — that, hav- 
ing once formed a considerate judgment as to the most 
probable method of his advancing the great end of his 
being, he should persevere in following it out to aU 
its practicable beneficial results. Instead. of this^ 
however, the well .meaning, and perhaps zealous 
Christian, engages in the prosecution of a worthy ob- 
ject, and adopts a plan of conduct, without thinking 
much about their suitableness to his peculiar talents 
and circumstances, and without w^i^ng their proba- 
4i>le advantages and disadvantages; and, after proceed- 
ing so far towards the aUainment of his object, and 
die com|detion of his plan, disgusted by the de- 
^BOts he has discovered in the latter, and discouraged 
by the difficulties which he sees in: the way of the 
fanner, he relinquishes his attempt altc^etho', and 
sets about -endeavouring to do^ good in some other 
more inviting form. It too often happens, however, 
-that the same unsuccessful esperiment is repeated, — 
a plan is soon formed, and almost as soon abandoned, 
-—the' predoHs season for doing good is hastening to 
an end,^««4md the time and talents which, if but wise- 
ly and steadily employed,: m^htliatre produced a very 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Ser. IV.^ THE BLOODY BAPTISM OF CHRIST. 185 

considerable effect^ are lost and wasted in varying 
schemes^ and abortive endeavours. 

There have been a very few experiments made, of 
how much good one individual, wisely choosing his 
sphere of action, and scrupulously confining himself to 
it, may do with a moderate portion of talent and in- 
fluence, and within the compass of an ordinary life- 
time ;— ^and the results have been such as to convince 
every thinking mind, that, had but one half of the 
good and great men, who have lived, acted on this 
principle, — there would not have be^i one land unac- 
quainted with the name of the Saviour, and there 
would have been a diminution, in an almost inconceiv- 
able degree, of the physical and moral evils of man- 
kind. Who. does not teel the truth of this remark 
flash on the mind with the force of intuition, when I 
mention the names of Howard and of Carey ! The 
life of the first of these servants of God, and friends 
of mankind, was comparatively short, and we can 
scarcely expect that that of the second will be long ; 
yet eadi of them has probably done more substantial 
b^iefit to the world than some thousands of ordinary 
good men. 

The most perfect illustration of this decision of cha- 
racter which has ever been given, is to be found in the 
behaviour of the greater benefactor the world ever has 
seen, or ever will see ^ our Lord Jesus Christ. An 
unvarying determination to do the work Infinite Wis- 
dom had assigned him, marked all his conduct. He 
knew what was to be done,— he knew how he was to 
do it, — and he set himself with undivided zeal and ex- 
erti(« to its performance. The whole of his intellect 
tual and active Clergies were bent to this one object. 
Th^e was no waste of thought, of feeling, or of action. 
It is this that enables us to account for the seemingly 
strange fact, that all the incidents recorded in the gos- 
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pel histories^ formed^ as the Evangelist John express- 
ly states^ but a specimen of that prodigious mass of 
thinking and feeling, exertion and suffering, which 
was crowded into the short space of three years and a 
half. He " pressed towards the mark,'* regardless of 
surroundkig objects, except as they interfered with 
his progress, and determined at all events to gain the 
prize. " My meat is to do the will of my Father who 
is in heaven, and to finish his work." No where, per- 
haps, do we meet with this sentiment more powerfully 
expressed than in the words of our text : '* I have 
a baptism to be baptized with ; and how am I straitr 
ened till it be accomplished !" 

The text contains in it a Very instructive view— of 
THE suFFERiNes OF Christ as forcscen by him, and 
shadowed forth under the figure of a baptism, — and of 
HIS sentiments ani> feelings ]^n reference to 
these sufferings. Reflecti(m on these twa iinporu 
tant topics will furnish pleasing and suitable employ- 
ment to our minds, in the immediate prospect of com- 
memorating the sufferings of the Saviour in the holy 
ordhiance of the supper^ 

I. The text leads us to consider our XxMrd's suffer- 
ings as the object of his foreknowledge, and as a bap- 
tism wiUi which he was to be baptized. Let us attend 
to these aspects of this interesting subject in succes- 
sion. 

1^^, The text represents Christ's sufferings as fore- 
seen by him; ^'I have a baptism to be baptized with/' 
That whatever happened to our Lord was previously 
known to him, is not only repeatedly asserted in the 
gospel histories, but is obvious from the very face of 
the sacred narrative. No expression of surprise ever 
escaped from his lips amid the unparalleled vicissitudes 
lylUcb h^ ex|)erienc^. ^ th^ flucti^tions of his cixr^a 
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cumstances were foreseen. No event came on him 
unprepared. ** In the whole of his conduct we see the 
perfect consistency of a mind, before whose prophetic 
eye all futurity lay open ; and when the events of this 
futurity came rounds he met them, not as chances 
which were unforeseen, but as certainties which were 
provided for. The consistency of his views is supports 
ed through all the variations ci his history^ and it 
stands finely contrasted in the record of the evange- 
lists, with the misconceptions, the surprises, the disap* 
pointments of his followers *." 

It is not, however, so much on our Lord's foreknow-t 
ledge in general, as on his foreknowledge of his suffer^ 
ings, that the text fixes our attention : " I have a bap-^ 
tism to be baptized with." He speaks of them, not as 
what might, but as what would happen, — not as pro» 
bable merely, but as certain. This foresight of hi& 
sufferings, when viewed in connection with the event, 
may be considered as a proof of his divine mission,— 
as an esLaggeraXion of the severity of his sufferings,— 
and as an illustrtftdon of the greatness of his love. 

In this foresight of our Lord's sufferings, when view- 
ed in connection wiUi the event, we have a satisfacto^ 
ry confirmation of the divinity of his mission. The 
certain knowledge of future events, depending on the> 
action of free agents, is possessed only by God, or by 
those to whom he is pleased to reveal it. The posses- ^ 
8ion o£ this knowledge is a proof that the possessor is^ 
in some point of view> the object of the divine appro-, 
bation. It is a divine credential, like the power c£ 
working miracles, which indeed is perhaps but a mo-, 
dification of prophecy; and he who proves that he. 
possesses it, has a right to be believed, when he says 
that he is a messenger from God. 

'Chalmers; EtUn. Encyd, airt. Chbiqt^akitt, |^6V 
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It may be supposed, that no supernatural sagacity 
was necessary to predict the aufierings and death of 
Jesus. A man in humble circumstances^ — attacking 
directly the strongest prejudices of the learned and 
powerful, — ^teaching doctrines which had a tendency 
to overthrow existing establishments, and introduce a 
new order of things, — could scarcely, it may be said, 
rationally expect to escape severe sufferings, and a 
violent death. It would be, easy to shew, that these 
reasonings go on a very partial view of the subject, 
and that from the remarkable popularity of Jesus at 
one period, with a variety of other circumstances, 
arising out of the peculiar character and situation of 
the Jews, his sufferings and death were by no means 
so certain, or even so probable, as they have been re- 
presented; — ^but I content myself with remarking, 
that Christ Jesus not only predicted in general that 
he should suffer and die, but foretold a variety of 
particulars about his sufferings and death, which no 
human sagacity could have foreknown. Y^^> 'unless 
ill uminated from above, even on the supposition that 
his sufferings and death were in themselves obvious, 
could have foretold whether he was to fall by assassi- 
nation, popular tumult, or the forms of legal proce- 
dure ? Yet this was most explicitly predicted by our 
Lord : " Behold," said he, ^' we go up to Jerusalem, 
and the Son of Man shall be betrayed unto the high 
priests and the scribes, and they shall condemn him 
to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles, to 
mock, and to scourge, and to crucify." Could mere 
human sagacity have foreseen that he was not to be 
put to death by stoning, the punishment appointed 
by the Jewish law for his supposed crimes, but by a 
Roman mode of inflicting capital putiishment,— cruci- 
fixion ? Yet, at a very early period of his ministry, he 
said, ^' As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder^. 
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ness, 80 shall the Son of man be liftted up." Surely 
no unprejudiced person can contemplate these proofs 
of Jesus* knowledge of futurity, without feeling in- 
clined to exclaim, with Nathaniel, " Rabbi, thou art 
the Son of God, thou art the King of Israel I" * 

That foresight of our Lord's sufferings, which, when 
viewed in connection with the event, so clearly esta« 
blishes the divinity of his mission, may be viewed 
also as greatly aggravating the severity of these suf- 
ferings. Every person knows, by experience, that 
the expectation of evil is itself a severe evil. The ap- 
prehension of an affliction as probable, though we 
have no certainty of its befalling us, is painful, and 
the degree of pain is proportioned to the degree of 
probability. The prospect of unavoidable evil is pe- 
culiarly dreadful. Happily the Author of our nature, 
by '^putting the times and the seasons in his own 
power," has but seldom inflicted this severe chastise- 
ment on his human children. It was otherwise with 
our Lord. He was perfectly acquainted with all the 
unparalleled sufferings which lay before him. He 
lived in daily expectation of Judas' treason,— the digh 
ciples' desertion, — ^the high priest's condemnation, — 
the Roman governor's sentence,— the torture of the 
scourge,-^the shame of the cross,^ — ^the hiding of his 
Father's countenance, — and the pressure of his indig* 
nation. Now, though we know all this could not in- 
duce the Son of God to abandon his undertaking, we 
should be reasoning on the suppositioii, that '*he was" 
not ^' in all things made like unto his brethren," w«re 
we to draw the conclusion, that all this gave him no 
pain. When these events happened, he felt pain; 
and, no doiibt, he felt pain, too, in the anticipation 
of them. When traversing the streets of Jeru8alem> 
the sad thought must often have occurred, '^ Through 
these streets I am soon to be dragged — an execrated 
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prisotier." When resorting to Gethsemane^ as he was 
wont, "here>" must he have thought, *'am I to lie 
stretched in speechless agony and sore amazement" 
Lifting up his eyes to Calvary, he must, in imagina- 
^on, have beheld hid cross. With this scene of cer- 
tain suffering constantly before him, need we wonder 
if the tradition of the ancients should prove true, that, 
during the whole of his life, Jesus of Nazareth was 
never knoWn to laugh, though he often sighed and 
wept ? 

In oiiir Lord's foresight of his sufferings) we have 
«l80 a striking illustration of the greatness of his lov& 
The Redeemer was a voluntary sufferer. Had he not 
«o willed it, he needed not to have suffered at all ; — 
had he not so willed it, he needed not to have suffered 
in this particular form. What a wondrous proof of the 
Saviour's love to us, that, in order to obtain our sal^ 
vation, he was not only willing to endure sufferings 
so severe and varied, but to have, during the whole 
of his humbled life, the prospect of- all these severe 
and varied sufferings! It was wonderful that he 
should suffer for us at all ; but the wonder increases 
when we reflect, that he suffered that often by antici- 
pation which he suffered once in reality. As the Sa- 
viour's voluntarily submitting to endure this antici- 
pated view of his sufferings illustrates his love, surely 
his persisting in the great work of our redemption^ 
notwithstanding the full comprehension he had of its 
difticulties, places the same amazing truth in a very 
striking point of view. Ill giving himself for us, he 
was perfectly aware of the extent of the sacrifice he 
was making ; yet he cheerfully made it. He set his 
face as a flint, and refused to be dismayed. '^He 
stedfastly set his face to go up to Jerusalem," though 
well av^are of all the agonies which awaited him there. 
2(1, The text leads Us to consider Christ's sufferings 
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under the figure b£ a baptism ^th which he was to 
be ba'ptized : " I have a baptism to be baptized with." 
Baptism is a Greek word with an English terminatipm 
In ordinary language it is expressive of the Christian 
rite of initiation, which is performed by the application 
of water " in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost." As the ordinance of Chris* 
tian baptism, properly so called, was not instituted 
when our LfOrd uttered these words, the allusion can- 
not be to it ; and as there does not appear satisfactory 
evidence to the existence of proselyte baptism among 
the Jews in the days of our Lord, the reference must 
either be to the ceremonial washings or baptisms * of 
vessels destined to the divine service, or rather per- 
haps to the baptism which John, the forerunner of 
our Lord, and the disciples of our Lord, (" for Jesus 
baptized not, but his disciples,") administered to their 
followers. 

It matters not much to which g£ these we consider 
our Lord as alluding, as the ideas in reference to his 
sufferings suggested by both, are the same. These 
seem to be chiefly the three following I the two first 
suggested by the origin and design of^the rite, and 
the last by the mode in which it was sometimes, if not 
usually, administered. The figurative expression 
teaches us, that our Saviour's sufferings were the re^ 
suit of a divine appointment, — ^that they marked the 
sacredness of his character, and, as it were, conse- 
crated him to an important ofiice, — and that the^ were 
to be peculiarly severe, he being, as it were, to be 
immersed or overwhelmed in suffering. 

Our Saviour's sufferings may be termed a baptism, 
as thei^ are the result of a divine appointment. Under 
the law, by divine appointment, almost every thing 

• Mark vii. 4. fixTflttrfMv^. 
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used in the service of God was baptized,'" either by af- 
fusion or immersion, by water or by blood. John's 
baptism is expressly asserted to be of Grod ; and there 
can be no doubt the baptism of our Lord's disciples 
had the same high origin. To whatever baptism then 
the reference is made, it suggests the idea of divine 
appointment. 

The doctrine of divine predestination, is not merely 
clearly revealed in the Holy Scriptures, but necessa- 
rily results from the first principles of religious truth. 
It is a doctrine confessedly mysteriou-s, yet demon- 
strably true. Though liable to abuse, it is, 'when 
properly explained, calculated to serve many impor- 
tant practical purposes ; and while its admission is at- 
tended with considerable difficulties, it cannot be con- 
sistently denied, without, at the same time, renounc- 
ing our belief in the infinite knowledge and wisdom 
of God. All is ordered. " God worketh all things 
according to the counsel of his own will." 
'^ That the sufferings of Christ, in J)articular, are the 
result of a divine appointment, is most evident. They 
were intimated in the first promise, shadowed forth 
in a great variety of types, and .predicted most cir- 
cumstantially in a great variety of prophecies. The 
language of. Scripture on this subject is most express. 
" Truly," said the Saviour himself, ''truly the Son of 
Man goeth, as it was determined'' The Apostle Peter, 
speaking of the sufferings of Christ, as the ransom for 
the forfeited souls of men, says, ^' he yraajbre-ordained 
ed before the foundation of the world." I shall add 
only one other testimony to this doctrine : '' Of a truth,*' 
exclaimed the primitive believers, on hearing the ac- 
count of Peter and John's appearance before the Jewish 
Sanhedrim, " of a truth, O Lord, against thy holy child 
Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod and Pon- 
tius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, 
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Wj^e giatbeDed together^ &r to do whatsoever thy hand 
and counsel had before time detenmned to be done/' 
Ev^y part of our Loird's suffering was arranged ac« 
cording to the plan iormi^ by Infinite Wisdom ; the 
time^ the plaee^ the ag^its^ the manner^ the degree^ 
die durati<»i4^--aU were determined. 

Another idea, with respect to oxxk Saviour's suffer-* 
iiigs> suggested by their bdng tenned a baptism^ is, 
that the^ marked the sacredneis ^ his joharacUr, and, 
as it were, amsecrated him to an important ^ce. The 
baptisms, wheth^ of persons or of things, under the 
legal econcMny, were inCiended to denote their sacred 
character ; to mark th^o^ out as devoted to die peGu« 
liar sarvice of God. John's baptism certainly intimat- 
ed, that they who submitted to it, were devoted to the 
Service of that Messiah, of whoon he was the forerun* 
aer; and the baptism of our Lord's disciples had a 
similar signification. The sufferings .of Christ most 
strikingly marked him out as the savant of God, and 
the substitute pf sinners. When we contemplate him 
sustaining the wrath due to an ^bct world, nor sink- 
ing imder the load, who does not hear the heavenly 
voice, "Behdid my servant whom I uphold!" When 
we survey Aie number and severity jpf Ms su^erings, 
apd, ^t the same time, ^reflect on the purity c^ his na« 
tpire and ^e p^eetion of his character — ^when we be« 
tiold the pure, the p^ect Je^ujs, isuffering anguish un« 
.^eakaUe—^are we not obliged to. say. He is the victim 
^ our tnmsi^essicxtis } He" benrs our Uns in his own 
bo4y <m the tree." 

Closely conneeted with that now illustrated, is th? 
Idea, ,that by his sugerings, as by a^b^iptism, was the 
Saviour consecrated to the discharge of high and im« 
portant functions. By a baptism of water and the 
Spirit, as the oil of gladness, was the Saviour conse- 

I 
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crated to his Mces as prophet and sacrificing priest* 
By the baptism of his own bloody prefigured by the 
sprinkling of the blood of the high priest's own sin- 
offering on himself at his consecration^ was the Savi- 
our set apart to the office of an interceding priest and 
mediatory king^ or^ to use the prophet's language^ of 
a " priest upon his throne." To this fact our Lord 
refers when he' says, '* For their sakes do I sanctify 
myself^" that is^ devote myself to suffering, ''that they 
also may be sanctified through the truth." This 
seems also to be the idea of the apostle when he 
says, " It became him, by whom are all things, and 
through whom are all things, . in bringing many s<ms 
unto glory, to make the Captain of their salvation 
perfect through suffering. — By his own blood he 
entered into the holy place," that is, became an 
interceding priest; for intercession was the object 
which the priest had in view in entering within Uie 
veil. ''And this man, after he had offered one sa- 
crifice for sins, for ever sat down at the right hand 
of Ood ; from henceforth expecting till his enemies be 
made his footstool *." 

I have only farther to remark on this part of the 
subject, that the figurative representation of our Lord's 
sufferings in the text, seems to intimate their exces^ 
give severity. The legal baptisms were administered, 
some of them by affusion with water, and others by 
immersion in water. Supposing there to be a refe- 
rence to this^mode of bapti^n, the allusion is very 
significant. It is' not an unusual figurative mode of 
representing excessive affliction, as an ovierwhelming 
flood of waters. .We find these very sufferings <^our 

*fleb. ii. 10. Heb. iz. 19; Heb. x. 12, 14. 
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Lord spoken of under this figure in an ancient <:>racle : 
" Save me, O God, for the waters are come In unto 
my soul^ I sink in deep mire, where thert is nu 
standing. I am come into deep waters, where tht? 
floods overflowme *." 

That the sufferings of our Lord were indeed unpa- 
ralleled, must be evident to every one who, with tm 
intelligent mind, reads the narrative of thein in the 
go^el histories. When we reflect on their nature^ 
Aeir number, their variety, their severity, their early 
■commencement, their close succession, their long con- 
tinuance; when we think what he suffer ed in his 
body, — all that is agonizing in torture ; what he suf- 
fered in his soul, — all the anguish of disappointment 
and sorrow ; what he suffered in his reputation, — re- 
proach which broke his heart; what he suffered from hi* 
enemies, — from men, allthat malignant ingenuity could 
devise and active cruelty execute ; from devils^ — all 
the unknown horrors' of the hour and power of dark- 
ness ; what he suffered from his friends, — denial b 
one, desertion by all ; what he suffered from bis F 
ther, — ^the veiling of his countenance and the pressuj 
of his anger ; when we think of all this, we feel he 
justly our Lord might adopt, with an emphasis alt 
gether peculiar, the words which the mourning- pr( 
phet puts into the mouth of the desolated Jerusalem, 
^^ Is it nothing to you, all ye that go by ? behold and 
see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow^ where* 
witii the Lord has afflicted me in the day of his fierce 
anger?" 

Such, my brethren, was the baptism with whicH 
the Son of God submitted; cheerfully submitted ^ to 
be baptized for you. Siirely ye cannot refuEe to de^ 
rote yourselves to his honour, who thus devoterti him- 

• PsaL Ixix. 1, 2. 
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self for your salvation. ** Know ye not, that as many 
of yoa as have been baptized into Christ Jesus, have 
been baptized into his death ? Therefore ye are buried 
with him by baptism unto deadly that like as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of God the Fa*' 
ther, even so we also should widk in newness of life." 
Followers of a sufiering Saviour, count on sufiev- 
ing ! The words of the Saviour to the scms of Zebe- 
flee are applicdi>le to all his genuine disciples. '^Ye 
must drink the cup of which he has drunk, and with 
the baptism wherewith he was baptized you must be* 
baptized also." Be comforted with the thought, that 
your sufferings, like his, are the appointment of your 
heavenly Father, and distinguishing marks of yoot 
new covenant character. '^ What son is there whom 
the Father chasteneth not?" Be thankful, that, in 
your cup, bitter as it may be, there is not one drop of 
the gall and wormwood of the curse of a righteously 
displeased God. He drunk that* cup of trembling to 
the dregs. With your eye steadily fixedoti the Redeem- 
er bearing his cross, " take up your cross and follow 
him," persuaded that 'Mf we suffer with him, we shall 
also be glorified together." '* In the world ye i^all have 
tribulation ; but be of good cheer, Jesus has overcome 
the world." " Planted in the likeness of his death, we 
shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection." The 
proper ipanner of bearing the afflictions laid on you^ 
may be best learned by attending to the manner in 
which the Savkiur bore his sufferings. To this part 
of our subject let us now proceed. 

II. The state of our Lord's mind in reference to his 
sufferings, is expressed in tiie coneluding part of the' 
text : ^'I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how 

AM I ST«AITXHEI> T41X IT B£ ACCOMPLISHEO i The 

original phraseology is peculiarly expressive. The 
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word traoMlated straiteHed* signifies properly^ to be 
cmifined^ as our Lord was wh^Ei thrpnged by the mid- 
titades, or as Jerusalem was when encircled by the Ro- 
maa armies. Applied^ as in the case befote us^ to 
mental affections^ it is descriptiye of that internal 
struggle^, that mingled amotion of aversion' and desire^ 
fear and h<^^ which is produced by the anticipated 
view of smne situation of extreme difficidty and suffer- 
ings in which we foresee we must be placed, and in 
which, £rom the good consequences which are to flow 
from it, iK>twithstaiiding all its repulnve circumstances^ 
we cannot hdp wishing ourselves placed. It expresses 
the feelings with which we look forward to an event, 
which is in itself highly disagreeable, which we per- 
ceive to be inevitable, lind which, when taken in con- 
nection with its results, we cannot wish to avoid. 

The state of mind here happily expressed> in one 
word, is more easily conceived than described. We 
may, however, attain to something like distinct, though 
still vary inadequate ideas of the emotions which now 
struggled in the Saviour's breast, by figuring to our-^ 
selves the flings of a genuine saint, in oiie of hit 
most elevated frames, in the prospect of dissolution. 
He looks forward to deatli as an event absolutely cef- 
tain, and in itself far from desirable. Nature shriidq^ 
back from dissolution, and the language of hisfeelii^ 
is, " Not that I would be unclothed, but clothed u;^ 
that mortality may be swallowed up of life." Yet 
knows that " it is appointed to all mai once to 
He knows "that flesh and blood cannot inherit 
kingdom of God." He knows that there is no 
trance into paradise but thrbugh the gate of deal^^ 
and that he must be "absent from the body to be 
sent with the Lord." " To be with Christ where he#' 
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and to behold his glory^" is^ in his estimation^ the 
greatest o£ all blessings ; and the pi^spect of thia> m 
the consequence of deaths makes him not only willing^ 
but even desirous to die. Yet still this desire has a 
very peculiar character^ and is clearly distinguished 
from the desire of what is good in itself, or what Jb 
unmixed good. The saint is, like the apostle Paul, 
" straitened," (it is the same word as that used in the 
text) when he desires ^'to depart and to be with Christ, 
which is far better *." 

Let us recollect, that, in the case of the Saviour, 
his bloody passion was viewed by him not merely a$ 
inevitable, but as near at hand ; that its pangs were 
incomparably more severe than the agonies of death 
in its most torturing form ; that he had not that unde- 
fined kind of idea which we have of the agonies of dis- 
solution, but a dear and comprehensive conception of 
his approaching sufierings in all their extent;, and that 
his de»re for the attainment of those glorious objects 
which were to be gained by his sufferings, was incon- 
ceivably more intense than that of the holiest saint for 
the celestial blessedness ; and then will we have some 
idea of that painful struggle, that restless anxiety, 
that unconquerable resolution, that unalterable deter- 
mination, that ardent desire, which agitated the Sa- 
viour's heart, and probably communicated a very pe- 
culiar expression to his countenance, when he said, 
" I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am 
I straitened till it be accomplished!" The Captain of 
our salvation surveyed the host of his enemies. He 
perceived them in battle-^array, and knew that conflict 
was inevitable. He observed the full extent of their 
forces, and saw that the contest must be painful and 
bloody. But he knew that final success was. not doubt- 
ful, and that the fatigue, and anxiety, and agony 

• PhU. i. 83. 
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of the combat> would *be richly recompensed by the 
honours and joys of victcnry. In painful^ eager eitpec- 
tation^ he waited the signal from " Him who appoint- 
ed him" to enter the field of toil^ and bloody and glory. 
We may then consider these words of our Lord^ as ex- 
pressive of a firm conviction^ that he must suffer^ — a 
dear apprehension of the extent aad severity of his 
approaching sufferings^ with. a corresponding state of 
feeling, — and an invincible determination, and eager 
desire, to have diese sufferings accomplished. 

Isty In diese words, our Lord intimates a firm con- 
viction, that he must suffer. The sufferings of Christ 
may be considered as voluntary, or necessary, accord- 
ing to the different views we take of them. There 
was no necessity, in the nature of things, that the 
Son of God should interfere for the salvation of a lost 
world. Such interference was, in the highest degree, 
voluntary. It were perhaps saying too much, even to 
assert, that, on the supposition of his interfering in 
man's salvation, it was, in the nature of things, neces- 
sary that he should become incarnate, and suffer and 
die. ^^ Such knowledge is too wonderful for us ; it is 
high, we cannot attain to it." But, on the supposition 
jof the existence of that system of divine determination, 
in reference to man's salvation, which the Scriptures 
unfold, there can be no doubt that die incarnation, and 
sufferings, and death of Christ Jesus, were indispensi- 
bly necessary : Necessary, for the divine Father had 
appointed them — ^the divine Son had engaged to sus- 
tain them — and the divine Spirit had declared that 
they should be undergone. The divine Father had ap- 
pointed them : Him," says the apostle, " being de- 
livered up by the determinate counsel and foreknow- 
ledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain." The divine Son had en- 
gaged to sustain them : " When he cometb into the 
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worlds hesaith^ ho, I come to do thy wiU^ O God." 
Th6 divine Spirit had declared that they should be un- 
dergone : In the prophetic oracles^ he both disclosed 
the fact that he was to suffer^ and defined the numner 
c^his sufferings*. 

As his sufferings were certain^ so he was perfectly 
aware of their certainty : Their certainty was the re* 
suit of counsels in which he bore a part— of engage- 
ments into which he voluntarily entered — of declanu 
tions which his Spirit had emitted. Accordingly^ 
when the Saviour speaks of his approadiing sufferings^ 
he does not speak c^them as contingencies^ but as cer- 
tainties. '^ The San of man mttst be lifted up. The 
Son of man must suffer many things^ and be rejected 
of the elders^ and c^the chief priests, and of the scribes^ 
and after three days ris^ again.— -This that is written 
must be accomplished in me. — All things must be ful- 
filled which were written in die law of Moses, and in 
the Prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning me t.'* 

2d, In the words of die text, our L<xrd discovers a 
dear aj^rehennon of the extent and seventy of the 
sufferings which awaited him, and a ccnresponding 
state of feeling. They intimate^ not merely that our 
Lord knew that he must suffer, but also, that the par- 
ticular details of his sufferings were present to his 
mind, and produced their apjNropriate impression on 
his feelings : " How am I straitened till it be accom- 
plished I" 

That our Lord possessed a minute acquaintance with 
all that he was to suffer, is plain from the considera- 
tion, that he was privy to that eternal purpose of God, 
in which every thing, however minute, with respect 
to the economy of human salvation, was arranged. 



« Isa. Uii. ; Psal, xU ; Dan. ix. 26. 
t John iiL 14; Marie viiL 31 ; Luke zzU. 37. 
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The same truth necessarily Results from his intimate 
knowledge of the Old Testament predictions, in which 
his sufferings are so particularly foretold; and his own 
munerous and very circumstantial prophecies, still far- 
ther illustrate its evidence. 

In some cases, perha'ps, it would be an alleviation 
tif anticipated evil, were we able accurately to measure 
the dimensions x>f the apprehended misfortune. The 
gigantic shadows which coming evils cast before them, 
often excite a degree of alarm altogether dispropor- 
tioned to th&r real magnitude. Fear frequently dis- 
torts its object; and we are sometimes astonished to 
feel, how easily we bear evils, which in the apprehen- 
sion were altogether intolerable. But this remark does 
not hold in the case of our Lord, and for an obvious 
reason. The evils which awaited him were inconceiv- 
i^ly greater than the human imagination, left to itself, 
eoold have ever formed any conception of. The wrath 
of God which he had to sustain, and of which he had 
just apprehensions, is far more dreadful than the most 
horrible picture which imagination, guided by fear in 
its wildest mood, can delineate : *' Who knoweth. the 
power of his anger ?" He alone who can measure the 
extent of infinite power, and fathom the depths of in- 
finite wisdom, can resolve the fearful question. We 
can only answer—'* According to his fear, so is his 
wrath." 

As our Lord obviously possessed a keenness of sen- 
fflWlity proportioned to the clearness of his apprehen- 
sions, and the extent of his knowledge, these views of 
• his approaching sufferings must have produced the 
most exquisite agonies of mind. It is an overwhelm- 
ing study to read the Old Testament predictions Jn 
refe«ice to our Lord's sufferings, and endeavour to 
realize his feelings while he perused them. When he 
12 
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fixed his mind on thia awful Buhjecty and gave him- 
self up to the dreadful anticipation^ his deep drawn 
sighs^ and his ensanguined sweat, even more than his 
bitter cry^ and his fearfully ^lergetic language^ prove 
the sharpness of the anguish. '* The iron entered in* 
to the soul ," wh^n he exclaimedj^ " Now is my soul 
troubled^ and what shall I say ^ Father^ if it be pos* 
sible^ let this cup pass from me. I have a baptism te 
be baptized widi; and how am I straitened till it be ac-^ 
complished * !" 

3d, In the words of the text^ our Lord discovers aa 
invincible det^rminati(m^ and ardent desire, to finidb 
his appointed course of suffering. There is nothings 
in the character o€ the Saviour^ as delineated by the 
Evangelists, more ranarkable than that resoluteness oi 
determination with which he pursued the course mark- 
ed out for him ; — and this is the more striking wheik 
contrasted with the general mildness and gentleness at 
his disposition and deportment. On no occasion da 
we see the placid quietness of his temper so much 
ruffled as when Peter, presuming too much on the 
condescension of his Lord, urged him to abandon the 
thoughts of suffering. '' Get thee behind me," said 
the mjeek and affectionate Jesus to the friend of his 
heart, "Get thee belund me, thou adversary; thou art 
an offence unto me." The thr^atenings of enemies, 
and entreaties of friends were equally ineffectual in 
moving him from his purpose. His answer to both 
was, ^' I must work the. work of him who sent me.** 
There is no hesitation, no balancing of advantages or 
disadvantages. The path lay before him, and he press-^ 
ed straight onward, though earth and hell: opposed all 
their ferce. His conduct puts us in mind of the re-^ 

* John xii. 27 ; Matth. xxvi. 39. 
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sistless progress o£ the tide> or the majestic march of 
the sun. 

But our Lord's onward progress to his destiny was 
distinguished by ardent desire^ as well as ii^vincible 
resolution. His whole heaH was in his work : tq 
accomplish it^ was at once his purpose and his passion : 
" With desire have I desired to eat this passover with 
you before I suffer. — He stedfastly set his face to go 
up to Jerusalem." And such was the expression of 
determination and eagerness which the emotions of his 
heart gave to the features of his countenance^ that^his 
disciples gazed on him with wonder^ not unmixed with 
terror. Not all die agonies of crucifixion—- nor the 
terrors of an assault from the powers of darkness — ^nor 
the horrors of divine indignation^ could induce him to 
abandon his resolwtion. Even in the immediate view 
of the consummation of his sorrows^ when his imagina> 
tion shrunk back from the awful prospect, the tran* 
dent wish that he might be saved from the approach- 
ing hour, was overpowered by di6 reflection, that "for 
this hour he came into the world." 

How are we to account for this invincible determi- 
nation, this unquenchable desire to suffer ? The only 
satisfactory account of it is to be deduced from, the Sa- 
viour's eagerness — to illustrate the glory of his Father, 
— >to accomplish man's salvation,-— and to obtain pos- 
session of his promised reward. The illustration of 
the influence which these principles had ia producing 
the mode of thinking and feeling expressed kx the text, 
would lead us into a wide and interesting field of dis^ 
cussion; but your time forbids me to do. laare than 
to sketch an outline, which you may witji advantage 
fill up in your retired meditations. 

Man " had sinned and come short of the glory, of 
God." The essential lustre of the divine excellencies 
cannot be impaired, but. the manifestation of them^ to. 
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the intelligent universe^ through means of man^ was 
obscured. With the Redeemer^ the desire to promote 
the gl<»7 of the Divinity was the first vriA of his 
heart In the unnatural state into which the* moral 
system had been Inrought by the sin of man^ he per- 
ceived^ that^ by his sufferings and deaths all the perfec- 
tions of the divine character might be harmcmiously 
and most illustriously displayed. . Justice might have 
been glorified in man's destruodon ; but then^ what 
would have become of the honours of mercy? Mercy 
might have been honoured in the unbought pardon of 
sinners ; but what would have become of the rights of 
justice? The Redeemer saw^ that these apparently 
incompatible advantages might be conjoined^ by dis* 
pensing forgiveness through the medium of his sacri^ 
fice of himself as the substitute of sinners. The un- 
searchable depths of divine wisdom^ the uzmieasura* 
ble extent of divine power^ the immaculate purity of 
divine holiness^ the inflexible rectitude of divme jusdeej^ 
the exceeding riches of divine mercy, could in no otJier 
way be so splendidly apd harmoniously displayed, ta 
the everlasting admiration and delight of all the good^ 
and the everlasting shame and confusion of all the bad 
throughout the intelligent universe, as by his sufi^* 
ings and death. This was of itself sufiicient to make 
the Saviour resolute, and desirous to suffer. Nothing 
appeared to him too difiicult to be done, too hard to 
be borne, in order to gain an end so illustrious. He 
pressed forward ; and this was his prayer, in the im^ 
mediate prospect of his severest agonies, "Father, glo» 
rify thy name. Father, glorify thy Son, that thy Son 
also may glorify thee." 

The sufferings of the Saviour were necessary to pro- 
cure the salvation of mankind, as well as to illustrate 
the glory of God. Man was condemned to die, and 
f' without the shedding of blood there could be no re* 
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missiofk." We could be redeemed from the curse only 
by his becoming a curse in our room. We could be 
healed only by his stripes. Of all this the divine Sa» 
viour was aware. Next to the honour of his Father, 
the salvation of his people was the object nearest his 
heart. From eternity they had been the object of his 
sovereign choice, his redeeming love. Urged by the 
purest benignity^ he had bound himself^ by voluntary 
engagements to his Father^ to save them^ and he was 
determined^ cost what it would, (and he w^ knew 
how dear it would cost him,) that^ not one whom the 
Father had given him should be lost. 

In fine, to the Son, as Mediator, had been made by 
Iris Fatiber promises of the highest honours and th» 
richest felicities, on condition of his finishing the work 
which was given him to do : A name above every 
name — a seat on his Father's throne — a orown of un- 
fading honofur — the sceptre of the universe — authority 
unbounded — ^power ujicontrouled, were the rewards 
held out to him fbr his labours and sufierings in the 
cause of God's glory and man's salvation. To this re* 
CQmx>ense Jesus, in the days of his fteA^ looked ea* 
gerly forward : *^ For the joy that was set before hira, 
he endured the erosst, and despised the shame.'* 

Having thus illustrated the view given by the text, 
of our Saviour's sufferings, and of his state of mind in 
the prospect of them, I cpnclude the discourse with a 
very few practical reflections. 

What a debt o£ admiration and love, gratitude and 
obedience, do we owe our Lord Jesus j Witfi what de* 
ligbtful confidence may the afflicted Christian look to 
his Saviour for sympathy and relief J He has himself 
been straitened: ''He knows what strong temptations 
mean, for he has felt the same." " In that he himself 
bath suffered being tempted, he is able to succouir 
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those who are tempted. In the days of his flesh he 
offered up prayers and supplications^ with strong cry- 
ing and tears. He can be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities^ for he was in all things tempted like as 
we are, yet without sin. " With boldness^ then, 
may we come to the throne of grace^ that we may 
obtain mercy> and find grace to help us in time of 
need." 

How safely may we conclude^ that he who so vehe« 
mently desired^ and so resolutely determinedji to suffer 
and die for us^ will not leave undone any thing else that 
may be necessary for our salvation ! He who shed his 
blood for us so cheerfully, will not re^se to. exert his 
grace towards us; nor will he who so readily embrao>- 
ed shame, and agonyy and death,. on our account, de- 
cline those honourable and delightful exertions of au- 
thority and power, which are requisite to the comple- 
tion of our happiness. 

In -fine, my brethren, let us imitate our Redean^ 
in his unalterable resolution to finish his work. Ani- 
mated by the exalted principles of regard to the divine 
honour, the salvation of others, and our own immor- 
tal happiness, let us, undismayed by difficulties and 
dangers, and undiverted by business or pleasure, pro- 
secute the great ends of our Christian calling. Let us 
be faithful unto the death, that we may obtain^ the 
crown of life : " Looking to Jesus, die author and fi- 
nisher of our &ith, who^ for the joy that was set be- 
fore him, endured the cross, and despised the shame, 
let us run with patience the race set before us." He 
is set down at the right hand of God; and in due time^ 
we also, if we tread in his footsteps, shall share in his 
recompense: For this is his faithful proraise>— ^'To 
him that overcometh will I give to sit with me on my 
throne, even as I have also overcome, and am set down 
with, my Father upon his throne* . Wherefore, my be*^ 
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loved brethren^ be stedfast^ immoveable^ always a* 
bounding in the work of the Lord^ forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord." 

*.* Immediately after the Action Sennon is 'finished, a Prayer i» 
offered up, wtddi is followed by singing a portion of a suitable 
Psalm or Hynm ; in the course of which, the bread and wine, in 
proper ves8els» are brought forward by the Elders, and placed, on the 
Communion Table. 
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SECTION II. 

INTRODUCTORY ADDRESSES * 



ADDRESS I. 

THE DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERS OP A 
CHRISTIAN. 

It is a delightful truths of which we ought never to 
be weary of speakings nor you of hearings " that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners^ even 
the chief; and that whosoever comes to him, he will 
in no wise cast out." No guilt, however aggravated, 
»-4io depravity, however deep rooted, excludes the 
sinner from applying to the Saviour for pardon and 
acceptance, holiness and everlasting life. We are 
called to proclaim the good news to every creature. 



* This part of the c(Hmnunioii service, in the Scottish Pre8b3rterian , 
church, is usually termed '« The Fencing of the TaUe,** and consists 
of a short and plain account of the character of those who have and 
of those who have not a right to communicate. It is their doctrine, 
•( that all ignorant and ungodly persons, as they are unfit to enjoy 
communion with Him, so are they unworthy of the Lord's table^ 
and cannot, without great sin against Christ, while they remain such, 
partake of these holy mysteries, or be admitted thereunto.** 1 Cor* 
xL 27—29; 2 Cor. vi. 14. ; 1 Cor. v. 6, 7, 13.; 2 Thess. ui. 6. ; 
Matt. viL 6,^WeHmintter Coi\fe*tion ofFaith^ ch. xxix. § 8. 
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and to invite '' whosoever will, to take of the water of 
life freely." There are no reserves in our commission, 
and we wish to make none. — The invitation to the 
table of Jesus is, however, by no means so extensive. 
In receiving the Lord's supper, men are considered 
not merely as sinners, but as believing and penitent 
shmers ; not merely as persons who may and ought 
to come to Christ, but as persons who have actually 
come to him. The divine Master of the feast, who, 
in the former case, proclaims — " Ho ! every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters; and he that hath no 
money, come, buy and eat, without money and with- 
out price ;" in the latter case, confines his invitation 
to persons of a particular character — ** Eat, O friends, 
drink, yea drink abundantly, O beloved !" 

A thoughtful person, who perceives this dis- 
tinction, which is marked with sufficient plainness 
in the Hoiy Scriptures, will be anxious, before tak« 
ing his place at the Lord's table, to know, whether he 
be among the guests who have been invited, and who 
may reasonably expect to be made welcome by the 
Master of the feast. To relieve this natural anxiety, is 
the design of the preparatory duty of self-examination. 
It is not impossible, however, that even after serious 
attempts at self-inquiry, considerable obscurity may 
still hang on the important question, and a difficulty 
of discovering tiie path of duty may prevail to a dis- 
tressing degree. T6 resolve, as far as possible, these 
doubts and scruples, on the one hand ; and, on the 
other, to warn those who, though strangers to the 
power of religion, have so much of the form of ;it |is 
to render it impossible to exclude them from church 
ccMnmunion, of the danger to which they expose them* 
selves, by intruding into a situation to which they 
have no right, seem to be tiie ends proposed by that 
part of the service of our church, to which we now 
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proceed^ — ^the stating plainly from the scriptures^ the 
character of those who have^ and of those who have not, a 
right to the Lord's table. This service not being of direct 
divine appointment^ is, of course^ not absolutely neces- 
sary to the right dispensation of the Lord's supper ; 
yet its use is sufficiently apparent : , it can scarcely do 
harm — it may do much good — and it is certainly 
quite in the spirit of the apostolic injunction, " Let a 
man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup." 

He who deeply and habitually feels his need of the 
Saviour, who cordially acquiesces in die Christian plan 
of salvation, who is under the regenerating and sancti« 
fyhfg influences of the Holy Spirit, and who pays a 
religious regard to all the commandments of God,-— 
he, and he only, has a right in the sight of God to a 
place at the table of Christ Listen with attention and 
self-application to a plain illustration of the different 
parts of this proposition. 

1st, He only has a right to the Lord's table, who 
deeply and habitually feels his need of the Saviour : 
" All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." 
The righteous law of God denounces condemnatioii 
agaii^st '' every soul of man that doth evil." Evecy 
sinner is thus " condemned already ;" and the sent^ice 
must be executed, unless satisfacticm be made to the 
injured honour o£ the divine government. This satis- 
faction no infinite creature can give, and, of course, ui>- 
less some superior being interpose in his behalf, man 
must perish for ever. These are principles with which 
all of you have been familiar from your infancy, and 
it is likely that all of you are ready to admit their 
truth : But it is one thing thu^ to take for granted 
that all mankind are sinners, and quite another thing, 
deeply and habiti^tUy to feel your own individual ne^ 
of salvation, 
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Make this last point the suhject of serious self-exami- 
nation. Have you ever been convinced, that the law of 
God condemns you, as an individual, to everlasting de- 
struction ? Have you ever seen your total inability tp 
procure for yoiu'self the reversal of this tremendous 
sentence ? Have you trembled at the prospect of end- 
less perdition, and cried out in good earnest, '' What 
shall I do to be saved ?" If you are a total stranger 
to such feelings, you cannot be an acceptable commur 
nicant. He who never felt his need of a Saviour, ne- 
ver embraced him. 

But beware of concluding, that you have a right to 
the table of the Lord, merely because you have had 
convictions of your danger as a sinner, and your need 
of a Saviour, Many have been convinced who have 
never been converted. Have your convictions been 
transient or Abiding ? did they wear off without pro- 
ducing any important permanent effect ? or did they 
lead to faith,. repentance, and obedience ? Do you har 
bitually feel that you are a sinner, and have constant 
need of the Saviour ? If you do, you have reason to 
hope, that you will be a welcome guest at the table of 
Jesus. 

Zd, He only has a right to the Lord's table, who 
cordiaily acquiesces in the scriptural mode of salvation. 
In the Holy Scriptures, there is made known to us a 
scheme orreconciliation, formed by infinite wisdom, 
and executed by infinite power, by which guilty man 
may be pardoned, and depraved man regen^ated and 
sanctified. Of this divinely constructed plan the £o]r 
lowing is an outline : The Son of God> moved by pure 
benignity, in obedience to the appointment of his F^- 
dier, voluntarily engaged to become the Saviour of a 
lost world. In pursuance of this engagement, he sub- 
stituted himself in their stead, assumed their nature> 
obeyed the law to which they were subject, and ^o- 
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dured the poial evils which they deserved. The de- 
sign of this wa», to save them at once from the wratt^ 
of God and from all iniquity. The merits of his obe* 
<fi«ice^ sufferings^ and deaths were infinite^ and^ in 
the estimation of divine justice^ perfectly adequate for 
both these purposes. On the ground o€ this satisfac- 
tion^ he offers pardon^ and purity^ and eternal life. 
No merits^ no doings of our own are required^ to give 
us an interest in the blessings of this salvation. We 
are called on but to believe^ to the saving of our souls. 
By this faith we are united to his person^ justified by 
his righteousness^ and sanctified by his Spirit. 

Now, what are your sentiments with respect to this 
way of reconciliation ? Do you see little in it th&t is 
great or good, excellent or admirable ? Would you ra- 
ther be saved without being so completely indebted to 
the grace of God, and the merits of his Son ? Poes the 
freedom of salvation, and the exclusion of boasting, so 
offend your pride, as to induce you to refuse eternal 
life as a free gift, and go about to establish your own 
righteousness ? Then are ye yet strangers to the power 
of Jesus' grace. — But are ye accounting the gospel re- 
cord *' worthy of all acceptation ?" Is the plan of re- 
conciliation ^^ all your salvation and all your desire ?" 
Do you " count all things loss fat the excellence of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus ?" and is it your su- 
preme desire " to be found in him, not hlfving your 
own righteousness, which is of the law, but the righ- 
teousness which* is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of Grod by faith ?" Then are 
ye indeed the firiends of Jesus, and ought to testify 
your friendship by sitting down at his table. 

8d, He only has a right to th^ Lord's table who 
has experienced the regenerating and sanctifying in- 
fluences of the Divine Spirit. All who are interested 
in the righteousness of Christ are made partakers of 
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his Spirit* '' He who had not the Spirit of Christ ia 
none of his/' This Divine Agent effects a complete 
transformation of the sentiments^ tempers^ dispositions^ 
and habits. If any man be in Christ Jesus^ he is a 
new creature ; old things are passed away^ and behold, 
all things become new." He is created anew in Christ 
Jesus unto good works ; saved by '^ the washing of 
regeneraticm and the renewing of the Hdy Ghost." 

Now^ let every intending communicant examine 
himself^ whether he has experienced dus transf<»ining 
influence ? This question is to be determined^ by ob« 
servii^ whether or not we exhibit the fruits of the 
Spirit in our temper and behaviour. Are our affec- 
tions habitually fixed on earthly objects-— do we widi 
reluctance engage in religious services-— do we habitu- 
ally indulge vain or vile thoughts— -has no important 
change ever taken place in our mode of thinking and 
feeling ? Then have we mudi reason to fear> that we 
are yet '^ dead in trespasses and sins." 

But, on the other hand^ have our sentiments and 
our dispositions undergone such a change, as to merit 
the appellation of a " new birth ?" Do things spiri* 
tual and divine occupy many of our thoughts ? Do im« 
proper thoughts and feelii^ excite deep imeasinesSt 
even though they should not break out into open wick* 
ednees ? Do we habitually live under the influence of 
the power <^ the world to come ? Are hatred of sin^ 
and love of holiness, habitual principles of action with 
us ? Then we cannot^ without at once neglecting a 
duty and undervaluing a privilege^ refuse to approach 
to tlie table of the Lord. 

^Uh, He only has a right] to the L<Hrd's table, who 
pays a religious regard to all the commandments of 
God. There are many who would trust m Christ aa 
a Saviour from heU, if they^ at the same tune^ could 
obtain exemption from the authori^ of his holy law. 
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All such, whatever may be tibeir profession^ are enemies 
to the Saviour. To no purpose do men call him " iMt^, 
Lord^ if the J do not the things which he commands 
them." " If ye love me," says he, " keep my com- 
mandments." 

• Let, then, the intending communicant examine him- 
self, as to his sentiments and conduct in reference to 
the divine law. Canst thou habitually indulge in the 
Commission of what thou knowest this law forbids, or 
in the omission of what thou knowest this law requires ? 
Dost thou secretly wish that the precept of the divine 
law had not been so strict, and that its penalty had 
not been so severe ? Dost thou choose which of God's 
commandments thou wilt obey, and which of them 
thou wilt not obey ? Does thy partial obedience pro- 
ceed more from a fear of the divine vengeance, than 
from a love of the divine law ? Dost thou fear the pe- 
nalty of the law, more than thou lovest the .precept ? 
Then thou art in the gall of bittemessj and in the bond 
of iniquity, and thou canst not eat the Lord's supper, 
without profaning that ordinance, and injuring thy- 
self. 

But, on the other hand, canst thou say, notwith- 
standing thy many lamentable and lamented failings, 
thou lovest the law — ^thou delightest in it after the in- 
ward man — ^that when thou sinnest, thou condemnest 
thyself, and justifiest thy God — ^that thy desire is not 
Aat the law were brought down to thy Weakness, but 
that thou wert brought up to its perfection — ^that to be 
holy is the strongest desire of thy heart — ^that thou ao 
countest all God's commandments to bfe right, and ha- 
test every wicked way — and that the loVe of God and 
of Christ, constrain you to attempt ian universal obe- 
dience to the divine law ? If thou canst say all this 
with a good conscience, thou art a friend of Jesus, and 
heartily welcome to come in and sup with him. 
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As "the word of God is. quick and powerful, sharp- 
er than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the di- 
viding asunder of the soul and spirit, the joints and 
marrow, discerning the thoughts and intents of the 
heart," I conclude with directing you to a few pas- 
sages of Scripture, in which the character of saints and 
sinners are very plainly delineated. — Psal. xv; Matth. 
V. 3 — 9 ; Gal. v. 19—24. 

Examine yourselves by these scriptural marks,-— 
and may the divine Spirit guide you into a determina- 
tion, which shall be glorifying to the Redeemer, and 
useful to your own souls. 
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THE FAMILY OF CHRIST. 



jW othing is more plainly revealed in Scripture than 
this^«— that true Christians are a peculiar people^ invest- 
ed with peculiar privileges^ formed V> a peculiar cha- 
racter^ and distinguished by a peculiar mode of con« 
duct. Though in the worlds they are not of it. Their 
principles and their spirit^ their pursuits, and their 
pleasures^ are altogether of a different kind from thoae 
of the men among whom they live. As every thing 
peculiar about Christians^ arises from their connection 
with Christy there is perhaps no figurative view of this 
peculiarity of character and situation which we have 
just adverted to^ more pleasing and instructive than 
that which represents them as one great family^ of 
which Jesus is the head. In this interesting aspect, 
we find our Lord exhibiting himself and his people. 
The evangelical historian informs us, that, on one oc« 
casion, when Jesus was deeply engaged in his favourite 
employment of, familiarly instructing the people, inti« 
mation was given him that his mother and bretluren, 
who could not get near him for the crowd, were witbi 
out, anxious to speak with him. Unwilling to be in^ 
terrupted in the midst of his work, and seizing the op- 
ortunity which was afforded him of illustrating the 
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doseness of the relation^'and the tenderness of the af^ 
fection^ which jiubsisted between hun and his disciples^ 
" he stretched forth his hands towards them^ and said^ 
Behead my mother and my brethren ; f(V whosoever 
shall do the will of my Father who is in heaven^ the 
same is my broths, and sister^ and mother *" 

Among the peculiar privileges of the family of our 
Lord, the right to participate in the holy ordmance of 
the Supper must be numbered. This is a family feast, 
i«-4L feast of love. It is the children's bread we break, 
and it must not be given to the dogs. All the chil- 
dren are welcome, but all else are considered as intru- 
ders, and may expect to meet with the alarming ques* 
timi, " Friend, how earnest thou in hither !'* Can we, 
then, be more appropriately employed, for a little, 
dian in inquiring whether or not we belong to Christ's 
fiimily ? On the resolution of this inquiry depends 
the prc^riety of our taking our seats at his table.—- 
How shall we know whether we are members of the 
Holy Family ? All the members of that holy^ happy 
society, are distinguished by intimate relation, warm 
affection, general resemblance, dutiful obedience to the 
Head of tiie i&mily, familiar intercourse, and mutual 



* Tills incident in the gospel history, is so toachingly yeisified 
by our lamented countryman, Grahame, in his Biblical Ptcturet, that 
I cannot refrain from gratifying the reader with quoting the passage: 

♦* Who is my mothef and my brethren ? 

He spake, and looked on them who sat around, 
With a meek smile of pity blent with love. 
More melting than e*er gleamM fri>m human face. 
As when « sun-beam through a summer shower 
Shines mildly on a little hiU-side flock ;-<- 
And with that look of love, he said, '^ Behold 
My mother and my brethren : for I say. 
That whosoever shall do the will of God,^ 
He is my brother, sister, mother, alL" 

GiULHAME^s Poemsy Tt>L IL p. 74. 

K 
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good offices. Let us iipply these general chmeixiiers, 
finr the purpose of disoovering whether vre belong to 
the family of our Lord. 

1^^^ Are we distinguished by our intimate relata<m 
to our Lord Jesus Christ ? All men are related to 
Jesus Christ, as their Creator^ and preserver, ind'go* 
vemor^ and benefactor^ and judg^ ; nay, all men aie 
connected with him as partakers of the same nature ; 
and all who hear the gospel are connected with him as 
a Saviour^ fireely offered to them in the divine testis 
mony . But the relation I refer to, is far more intimate, 
and altogether peculiar to Christians. It is that rela- 
tion, by the formation of whidi meii4>ecome one widi 
the Saviour ; so one with him, as that all that he did, 
and suffered^ and obtained as Mediator, is considered 
as done, and suffered, and obtained by them ; so one 
with him, as that they receive out of his fulness, live 
by his life, and act by his strength. In this rektkoi 
all true Christians are placed. They are in Christ 
Jesus. 

But how are we to know whether we are distin- 
guished by this relation ? The question is not very 
difficult to answer. We are none of us by nature tiius 
related to our Lord Jesus. This relation is formed by 
faith. All who believe are united with the Saviour ; 
all who have not believed are still unconnected with 
him. Are you then believers ? Are you persuaded 
of the truth of the divine testimon)r c^iceming Christ? 
Do you cordially acquiesce in the way of salvation 
through his mediation ? And do you personally rely 
on him, and on him alone, for pardon, acceptance^ 
and eternal life ? Another way of discovering whether 
we are thus united to the Saviour, is by inquiring 
whether we are possessed of the consequences of this 
union. The living head has living members. The 
fruitful vine has no barren branches. They who are 
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in Claist^ anfl abide in hun^ bring forth nmch fruit. 
Examine yourselves^ then^ whether ye be in Clirist^ 
and whether Christ be in you ; for if this is not the 
ease^ ye are reprobates. 

^d. Are we distaingaii^ed by the affections peculiar 
td die hxAj family ? Families ought to be^ and in 
mkny casea are> bound togetiier by the cords of love. 
^he Saviour loves his i/iBaiyi and ''they love him 
. who first loved them.*' Can you^ intending commiu 
iBcant I satisfactorily answer the question pn^sed by 
oar Lord to the Apostie Peter^ ''Simon^ son <j£ J^toaa^ 
bvestthoume^" Canst tifou: say with him^ ''Lord> 
thou who knowest all tilings know^stihat I love thee.'^ 
Canst thou say^ I love him above every created object 
^— I love him more than worldly possessions — ^more 
than worldly relations — ^more than liife itself^ and yet 
I wonder and lament that I love him no more ? Do 
you wish a criterion of trying the sincerity of your 
love to the Saviour ? Hear his own words : *' He 
that hath my comniandments^ and keepeth th^n^ he it 
Is tiiat loveth me : — ^if ye love me> keep my command* 
n^nts."— The fiwnily o£ Christ love the God and Fa* 
ther of their Lord. Once their '' carnal mind was en- 
mity against God/' but now they have learned " to love 
the Lord their God witii all their heart, and strengtii, 
and soul^ and mind." Is tiiis your character?— >^Fartiier, 
the family of Christ are taught of God to love one ano- 
ther. Do you love genuine Christians witii a peculiar 
aSfectidn,— «n affection founded on their Christian rek^ 
tions and qualities ? " We know that we have passed 
&cHn death to life, because we love the bretiuren." 

Sd, Are we distinguished by a general resemblance 
lo our Lord Jesus, and the members of his holy &mii^ 
ly ? We giftnerally find tiie same outline of featiures 
piievail among the members of the same family. It is 
ao in a remarkable manner in tiie fiimily of our Lord: 
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<' Whom he did foreknow^ Jie also did pred^ftiiuite to 
be conformed to the image <^ his Son, that he might 
be the first-bom among many brethren. The first man 
is of the earthy earthy: the second man is the Lord 
firom heaven. As is the earthy^ such are they also 
who are earthy; and as is the heavenly^ such are th^ 
also who are heavenly : And as we have borne the 
image of the earthy^ we shall also bear the image of 
the heavenly." This resemblance^ thc^gh not p^ect, 
in the present state^ is yet real^<— universal,— percepti- 
bl o y * a nd progressive. 

Ask, then, intending communicant, is '' the mind 
in me which was in Christ Jesus ?" Do my sentiments 
and inclinations coincide with his ? Am I in the w<nrld, 
as he was in the world, meek and lowly, tender and 
compassionate, patient and forgiving, zealous and ac- 
tive ? Is the resemblance become more and more vi- 
jsdble ? *' Beholding in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
am I changed into the same image, firom glory to glo- 
ry ?" And am I waiting and longing for that blessed 
period, " when he i^iall appear, and I sh^ be like 
him, seeing him as he is ?" when the likeness shall 
be extended to the whole man ? when " he shall 
change this vile body, and fashion it like imto his 
own glorious body, according to the working of his 
mighty power, whereby he is able even to subdue all 
things to himself?" 

. 4rf/fe, Are we distinguished by dutiful obedience to 
our Lord, as the Head of the holy family ? In every 
well-regulated family, the will of the head of the fa- 
mily is a law to the members of it. It is completely 
so in the family of our Lord. His will is the law of 
his house. Christians walk by rule ; and that rule is 
not their own reason, or will, nor the opinions and 
will of men, but the mind and will of Christ. Now, 
is this our character ? Is our first inquiry with re- 
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spect to any piece of conduct^ what is the will of my 
Lord ? Do we believe what Christ reveals^ because 
he reveals it*-do what he comraandsy because he oom^ 
mands it— «nd subnet to what he appoints^ because 
he appoints it ? Is our regard to his will universal? 
Do we attempt to bring every thought and feelii^ 
into subjection to him? Do we account his statutes 
CQiiceminga//things to be right? Have we no re- 
serves^ no exceptions ? la our obedience affectionate 
and dieerful — ^the obedience of children^ and not of 
slaves ? Do we delight to do his will— -and " present 
ourselves a living sacrifice^ holy and acceptable, which 
is our reasonable service ?" 

Sih, Are we distinguished by that familiar inter- 
course which marks the members of the family of 
Christ ? Members of this family have frequent and 
intimate intercourse, both with the head of the family 
and with each other. Now, do we know what it is to 
have our ^^fellowsh^ with the Father, and with his 
Son Christ Jesus?" Do we know what it is to tell 
our Savi<mr all our wants, and sorrows, and fears, and 
to rec^ve the supply of our need ^^ according to his 
glorious ridies ?" Do we highly prize the ordinances of 
grace, as the means of this communion ? Do we great* 
ly esteem the Holy Spirit, the great agent by whom 
this intercourse is conducted ? Do we carefully avoid 
every thing which has a tendency to interrupt this 
Qommunion, by grieving ^' that Holy Spirit 0^ promise, 
irho is the esmest of our inheritance ?" Do we main* 
tain ^ friendly intercourse with our fellow Qiristiansi 
thoug]^ they differ from us in opinion and usage on 
matters of inferior nioment? ^ They who fear the 
Lord speak often one to anoth^/' 

6ih, Are we distinguished by mutual offices of 
kmdness, as members of the holy family ? In a hap- 
I»Uy C(mstitttt«d fiimily, the current of love ia in con-t 
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stant circulation ; and there is an en Aess tsnccessioD of 
nnitual kindnesses and atkenticms. It is s6 in tlie h^ 
mily of Christ. Are we distingaii^ed by marks (dT 
the attention of our great Elder Brcther i»id Headl^ 
Are we constantly receiving out of his fidness^ receive 
ing, acccHrding to our necessil^^ instruction and wam« 
ing^ reproof and consolation^ chastisements and eiw 
dearments ? And are we attempting to do him good 
offices in retinm ? Our goodness^ indeed, cannot ez^ 
tend to him. He stands personally in need of none of 
our services : But he has a church on the earth which 
he identifies with himself. Are we endeavouring to 
promote its interests ? Are we speaking to his ho«- 
nour, and living to his hmionr ? Are we doing all 
we can to thin the ranks of his enevaies^ and increase 
the number of his friends ^ Are we daily makkig 
prayer for him^ and daily also praising him ? 

By these plain scriptural remarks, we caU on yoa 
to examine yourselves. If you have no satisfactory 
evidence of relation, affection, resemblance, or obe* 
dience to Christ, nor g£ intercourse with hmh nor of 
a mutual interchange ct£ gbod offices, presume not to^ 
take a place among his children. But if, amid many 
deficiencies, you cannot but ^cem the ou^ie of thi& 
dbaracter in yourselves, you are members of the holy 
family. Come, and welcome. Your Elder Brother 
sits at the head of his table, and his voice to you is, 
''Henceforth I call you not servants,, but friends^ 
Eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundandy, O 
beloved r 

*,* Immediately after the Introduetory address, an appropriate 
p^alm, such as Psa. xxvi. 6 — 8 ; Psa. xliii. 3—5 ; Psa. cxxxii. T— 
10. is sung, during which time the seats around the commanion 
taltle are occupied by intending comuMUucants. 0iKtheiz being filkd, 
the minister descends from the pulpit to the head of the table— treads 
the account of the institution of the Lord's supper from 1 Cor. xL 
33—26 ; and offers up a thanksgiring for the bleesings of salvationt 
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and for this ordinance in commemoration of their purchase ; and a 
payer for the divine blessing on the sendee. He then proceeds to what 
u called ^^ the service of the table.*' A short appropriate address is 
made to those at the table— the elements are put into their hands, the 
minister meanwhile repeating the words pf institution ; and after a short 
pause, till the act of comjnunicating is finished, a few suitable ex- 
hortations are addressed to them before they leave the table. As, in 
most cases* the seats around the communion table are incapable of 
accommodating all the members of the church at one time, thereis 
generally a number of table services, the intervals being filled up 
with singing, l^is part of the. work, with the exception of the first 
table service, is usually performed by the ministers who are assistii^ 
the Pastor of the congregation in ^e administration of the Lord*s 
mpjpftit* It may not be improper to notice a practice which was once 
almost universal in Scotland, but which is, from a variety of causes, 
now so generally abandoned, as that it is likdy goon to be mere sub- 
ject of history. In cohsequence of neighbouring congregations being 
vacant, by their ministers assisting eaish other in the dispensation of 
the Lord's su^»er, great crowds used to assemble at the place where 
dus ordinance was observed ; and it was found necessary, as the 
church ooold contain but a small portion of them, to have a succes- 
sion of sermons preached without doors, while the peculiar services 
ef the day were going im within. In the evening it was customary 
to ddiver the concluding sermon to the whole congregation, in the 
open air. That abuses were occasionally committed on such occa. 
lioos, cannot be doubted ; yet stiU it is scarcely possible not to look 
back with regret, to the impressive spectacle which, twenty yean 
a^ was not uncommon in Scotland, of an assembly of some Uiou- 
aands, on a fine summer Sabbath evening, on a mountain^side, listen- 
ing with deep attentiron, and apparent devotion, to the glad tidings 
of great joy, deUvered ^th solemn interest and tender affection. 
Multitudes have been obliged to say on such occasions, and the re- 
collection has been sweet to their dying hour, " Surely the Lord is 
- In this place. How dreadful is this place ! This is none other than 
lh» heitfe of Qto4» and this is the gate of heaven." 
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SECTION in. 
COMMUNION EXHORTATIONS- 



EXHORTATION L 

THE REDEEMING LOVE OF GOEh 

C'HRiSTiANS I the love of God to sinful men^ is at 
overwhelming subject. It has a height and a depths 
a length and a h^eadth^ which bid defiance to the com* 
putmg powers of created intelligences^ It exceeds de- 
scription ; it ^' passeth knowledge." 

Of all the numberless blessed effeets of this love^ 
the most wonderful is that which we are met this day 
gratefully to acknowledge^ and religiously to comme- 
morate : ^^ God so loved the worlds that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
might not perish^ but have everlasting life. He spared 
not his Son^ but delivered him up for us all." All the 
other gifts of God^ glorious as they are^ lose all their 
lustre when contrasted with this gift, of value un- 
speakable^ inconceivable. 

Who the Son of God is, no created being can fully 
comprehend. On his vesture and thigh is a name 
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written^ the full Import of which is known only to his 
Father and to himself; for, " as no man knoweth the 
Father but the Son, so no man knoweth the Son but 
the Father." To estimate his excellence exceeds oiir 
powers, — exceeds the powers of the highest created 
being. Infinite intelligence can alone comprehend in-» 
finite perfection. Fix your attention, CluristianB, on 
the scriptural account of his glories, not that you may 
form an adequate estimate of his worth, but that you 
may be penetrated with the conviction that it is alto- 
gether inestimable. 

His goings forth have been of old from everlasting. 
He was '^ in the beginning." Before the 'expanse of 
the heaven was stretched forth, or the sun had learned 
to know his place, — ere there was a day to rule, or a 
world to enlighten, — the Son of God existed, enfolded 
in the bosom of his Father, the partner of his honours, 
the equal sharer of his felicities. He is the " bright- 
ness of his Father's glory, and the express image of 
his parson." By the exerticm <^ his mighty power were 
the materials of all worlds called into existaice ; by 
^s matchless skill were they arranged into that har- 
monious and beautiful system which we now behead ; 
and by the continued exercise of the same infinite per- 
fections are they upheld in being, and made to answer 
the purposes for which they were formed : '^ By him 
were all things created that are in heaven and that are 
in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers ; all things 
were created by him, and &r him ; and he is before 
all things, and by him all things subsist." It was he 
who inspired with wisdom the angelic hosts, and cf>m- 
municated understanding to the human soul. All the 
angels of God worship him, and heaven and earth are 
full of his glory, 

k2 
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The Son of God is not more gl<nriou8 In himself^ than 
he is dear to his Father : '' The Father loYeth the 
Son." Christ Jesus receives that appellation in a sense 
peculiar to himself. He is God's only-begott^i and 
well-bdoved Son. All that is implied in these appel- 
lati<His cannot be comprehended by mortals^ but most 
assuredly they convey the ideas of intimate relation^ 
and boundless complacency. God regards his saints 
and angels with compassion and kindness; but he 
loves his Son as he loves himself. He knows all the 
innumerable excellencies of his nature^ in all their infii*. 
nite extent ; and up to the ^U measure of his know- 
ledge^ if the expression may be admitted^ does he love 
him. 

"Who could have expected^ that a person so glorious 
in himself^ and so dear to God, should ever have been 
exposed to inconvenience or to sorrow? Surely it 
would have been natural to have eiqpected, that the 
whole universe of creatures should have been allowed 
to sink in endless perdition, rather than the tranquil-i^ 
lity of the Son of God should have been for a moment 
ruffled, or his happiness in the. slightest degree impair^ 
ed? Yet this glorious personage was not spared, 
when the salvation of a lost world required the sacri-*. 
fice. When his interposition became necessary he was 
not with^held, and when he did interpose he was not 
spared. He was neither excused from suffering, nor 
spared when he suffered. He was delivered up, — but 
to whom--4o what ? To enemies most formidable and 
numerous — ^to agonies most intense and deadly. The 
more we think of the sufferings of the Son of God, the 
moft we are confoimded and astonished. It is an ob- 
ject too big for comprehensicm— too awfld fc^ steady 
contemplation. He was delivered up to debasement 
and poverty, to pain and death,*— to the power of devils 
—to the wrath of God. 
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And f(X whc^ i!Fa^ aHl tM^ dagnidation eubmitted 
to^ a^d all this sufiering end\ir€d ? Was it for crea- 
ture;^ unl^tj^y indeed, yet worthy and innocent? 
No; it was for rebels against the divine authority-— 
idolaters of the divine law — haters of the divine puri- 
fy ; — Christians, it was. for you. " Christ died for us ;" 
He was ^^ delivered up for us alL" 

What can you render to the Lord for this, the great- 
est of his benefits? Take the cup of salvation, and call 
on the name of the Lord. 

'^In that night in which our Lord was betrayed he 
took bread, and when he had blessed, he brake it, and 
gave it to the disciples, saying. Take, eat : This is 
my body which is broken for you. This do in re- 
membrance of me.. In like manner also after su{^r he 
look' the cup^ and when he had blessed, he gave it to 
the disciples, saying. This cup is the New Testament 
in my blood, shed for remissicm of sins unto many : 
Drink ye all of it. And as often aa ye eat this bread, 
and drink this cup, ye do shew^the Lord's death until 
he come." 

Communicants ! " The lines have fallen to you in 
pleasant places; yea, ye have a goodly herita,ge." 
Go4 has so loved you, as to give you his Son ; and, 
in giving him to you, he has in effect giv^n you all 
you need for time and for eternity. There is no re- 
sisting the apostle'a condusion : ^* He who spared 
not his Son, but d^vered him up for us all, how will 
he not with him also freely give you all things?" Yesi, 
Ouristians, '^ all things are yours, whether ;%ul, or 
ApoUos, or Cephas, or the world, or li£s, <Mr*death, all 
is yours, ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's." What« 
ever is really good for you, of a temporal kind, shall 
not be withhelil. If it is necessary to your happiness^ 
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nay^ if it is really conducive to it^ you shall be ric^ 
and honourable^ and great. Infinite wisdom knows^ 
however, that, in ordinary cases, riches, and honour, 
and grandeur>. instead of being a bliessing to the peo« 
pie of God> would be a eurse^ would entangle them 
in snares^ and seduce them into sin, and therefore has 
generally assigned them but a moderate portion, some* 
times but a scanty one, of worldly goods. Yet the 
poorest of you enjoy the benefits conferred on you by 
a securer tenure tiian the richest and mightiest of the 
sons of the world : Ye ^' inherit the earth." What 
you have is yours by the charter of the new covenant 
is &e pledge o£ your FaAer's love, and the earnest of 
a better inheritance. Fear not want;^ for the all-su^ 
ficient God assures you, that you i^iall not want any 
good thing : '^ What is good God will give : he will 
give grace and glory,'* 

The best part of your inheritance, however, is that 
which is spiritual in its nature, and eternal in its da- 
ration. Whatever is necessary to remove the guilt, to 
purify the pollution, and to subdue the power of sin 
— ^ fill the mind with all necessary knowledge, and 
adorn the heart with all holy dispositions — to stimu*^ 
lat& indolence, to as^st weakness, to protect in dan« 
geis to comfort lA sorrow, will certainly be conferred 
on you. Comfort in life, safety in death, happiiies& 
for ever, are all included in your inheritance. 

Do unbelieving fears rise in your minds, lest those 
delightful anticipations should never be realized ^ 
Xiook' through these elements at the crucified Son of 
God, and be ashamed of your suspicions. God has 
given you his Son, ^d what will he refuse you ? The 
gift oi Jesus is incomparably more valuable than any 
other, than the aggregate of all his other gifts ; and he 
who has given you the greater will not refuse the less; 
The bestowal of all that is requiidte for your happK-. 
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nesB, is necessarily connected with the gift of Chri|(. 
He was given^ you, that these benefits* may be given 
to you. Were these reftised, the unspeakable gift of 
God would have been bestowed in vain. In truth, 
Christ and his benefits cannot be separated. He who 
has the one must have the other. He who has Christ, 
has of course '^ wisdom, and righteousness, and sancti-*^ 
fication, and redemption." Ye are happy indeed. 
Christians, would you but believe your happiness, for 
ye may enjoy Christ fiEk all things, and all things in 
Christ When God gave his Son for you, ye were 
^lemies; now, through the reconcHihg efficacy of his 
atonement, ye are friends. Most conclusively does 
the apostle argue on this subject, " God commendetfr 
his love to us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us. Much more, being justified by his blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through him. For if; 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled by the 
death of his Son, mudi more being reconciled we shal> 
be saved tibrough his life.** The gift of Christ Jesus, 
is a proof (what can be a stronger one ?) of the love 
of God to those for whom he was given ; and '^ whom 
he loves, he loves to the end.** He resteth in bis 
love^ He is Ae same yesterday, to-day, andfor ever.** 
^' How great is his goodness f and how great is his 
beauty t" Let it ever be present to your minds, as 
the ground of your hope, the source of your joy, 
and the motive of your obedience r *'01ove the Lord, 
an ye his saints T*" And, in proof of your love, re*, 
verence his authority, and obey his laws. ^^ Deliver^ 
ed out of the hands of your enemies, by the tender 
mercy of your God, see that ye serve him wiAout 
fear, in righteousness and holiness all the days of your 
Kfe.**— Go in peace. 
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THE LOVE OF CHRIST: 



" W B have thought of thy lovmg tindnea^, O God I 
m the m^dst of thy temple/' Chri3tiiui&^ imitote the 
holy Psahuiat'is, example^ and think ye of the lovhig 
kindness, of the ^eat God your Saviour, now that, in 
the multitude of his mereies^ he has brought you to V^ 
table. It is a delightful theme. Allow me for a few 
mom^its to guide your thoughts on it 

Think of the early commencement of his loving 
kindness. It is an overwhelming thought^ — ^there never 
was a period when your Saviour began to love you. 
There was indeed a period^ and ye may recollect the 
time^ when ye hated him^ when je violated his la^w^ 
eoQtanned his^authority, and trampled on his atoning 
sacrifice ; and his love was first manifested^ when he 
turned you from darkness to light, and, by the invinci- 
ble power of his grace, sweetly constrained you to love 
him. But. did he then begin to love you? No; your 
QQSkv&tmon was the consequence, not the cause of his 
lovei "He loved you with an everlasting love: there- 
fere with loving Idndness did he draw you." That 
the eternal Soh jq£ God ^ould from unbeginnipg ages 
regard with love the worthless, guilty, depraved chil- 
dren of men, is indeed an idea which may well con^ 
found us by its grandeur, and amaze us by its strange- 
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ne^ ; but^ blesped be God, it is not more girand and 
astonishing than true and consolaU»:y^ 

Thinks Clinsdani^ of the inconceivable ardon; and!, 
intensity of your Saviour's love* Human language^ 
eonnot ex]^e9S its fervour and tenderness. Maternal: 
a&ction is^ perhaps^ the strongest instinctive ]»rinci«. 
pie of the human constitution* None but a mother 
ean tell tlie tender anxiety axiA ^vKatchful love which 
agitates the bosom of a mother, ^hen, m speechless^ 
tenderness, she hangs over the oradle of her sidt in-, 
fimt; but a thousand times nunre ardent, a thousand 
times more. tend^,. is the ecmipassion which gilows in. 
die bosom of ^^ Saviour towards all his people: 
^'Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she 
should not have compassion on the son of ha: womb ? 
yea, die may fbrget, yet will not he forget theci" But 
the journey &om heaven to earth, the toils and the 
scnrrow, the woundis and the death, of the San of God, 
are the most satisfiictcury proofs of the ardour of his, 
loving kindness. 

Think, Christiana^ of the immutability cf£ your Sa-. 
viour's loving kindness. He is " the Fatber of lights,, 
with whom tJiere is no variableness/ neith^ shadow 
of turning." He resteth in his love, and his name is 
'' Jesus, the same yesterday, to-day, and ^r- ever." 
He may not, he will not always bless you with equally 
deer manifestations orhis love ; and for this reascm,— - 
^ your sins oitea separate between you and your Sa- 
viour, and your iniquities hide his face £rom you."' 
But, oh ! you argue ill. Christians, if you conclude, 
because he a£9icts^ you, theref^xre he loves you not.. 
The opposite mference is the truth. He afflkts you 
because he loves you. His afflictive diqpaisations are- 
the fruits of his affection. They are the fulfilment of^' 
some of the most precious promises of the everlasting^ 
eovenant«<-«the^ diarter by which you hold all your^ 
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blessiiigsv The cause of his love is not in yaa, but 
in himself; and while he continues the same^ his love 
wiUremain unaltered^ unalterable. Sooner will the ever- 
lasting mountains be plucked from their deep-seated 
foundations^-^sooner will the univefse dissolve like a 
vifflon — as soon will the throne of the Eternal crumble 
into ariies^ as thy Saviour vary in his love. 

Thinks Christians^ of the endless duration of your 
Saviour's love : *' Whom he loves, he loves unto the 
end." Ye are interested in the favour of the Eternal, 
and '' who can separate you from hi& love ?* I^all tri- 
bulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or na^ 
kedness, or peril, or sword? Nay, in all these things,'* 
if called to encounter them, ye shall be made ** more 
than conquerors, through him who loved you." Be 
persuaded. Christians, '^ that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate yoa 
from the love of Jesus Christ, your Lord.'* 

Think, Christians, of the active and beneficent na- 
ture of the Saviour's loving kindness. K led him to 
labour, and suffer, and die for you. It has procured 
for you the fkvour of God, the delights of holiness, 
and the glories of paradise. All 3rou have, all you 
hope for, flows from this love. 

And O forget not. Christians, the free, unmerited, 
unsi^cited character of the Saviour's love. The love 
of Christ to sinners is of a description altogether pe* 
culiar. It is a love, not to dignity, but to meanness ; 
not to beauty, but to cteformity ; not to innocence, but 
to guilt; in one word, and nothing more extraordinary 
can be said about it, it is the love of an infinitely holy 
and just God to guilty and depraved anners. 

While youmuse> Christians, does not the dre of 
love bum within you, and are you not constrained tc^ 
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•ay, ^* We "will remember thy love more than whie : 
We will diink of Ay loving kindness in the nudst of 
tliy temple ?** In tlie amazing act now emblematical- 
ly set before you, the death of Christ, you have the 
most abundant evidence of the inconceivable love of 
your Saviour : Receive the sacred pledge of his kin4« 
ness with reverence and with love. 



APTER COMMU^NICATINGi^ 

- Communicants ! ''Ye have thought of the loving 
kindness of God your Saviour in the midst of his tem* 
pie." I hope your meditation of him has bdfen sweety 
and that you are now disposed to say, ** We love him^ 
who first loved usi'* 

^ O love tile Lord, all ye his saints T It had been 
your duty to have loved him though he had never lo« 
ved you. He is the most amiable and worthy of be« 
logs, and tiierefbre ihe proper object of the supreme 
esteem and love of all intelligent creatures. But your 
obligations to love him are certainly greatly increased, 
by what he has done, and suffered, and procured for 
you. For you he left the honours and felicities of bis 
pre-existent state ; for you he took on him the natuse 
of a man, the form of a servant, and the likeness of a 
sinner; for you he toiled and suffered ; for you he 
bled and died : for you be obtained the favour of his 
Father, and the graces of his Spirit — ^the hope ofim^ 
mortality, and the joys of paradise. Let a deep sense < 
of bis transcendent excellence, and bis inconceivable ^ 

kindness, ever dwell upon your hearts and estdte a 
warm and active reciprocal affection.. 

Cautiously guard against every thing that has a tc?»» 
dency to abate the fervour of your love. If you are 



d by Google 



234 THK iiOV9 OF CHRIST. ZVvX IL 

true lovers of the Saviovur^ you qan uer^ cease to love 
him. The Holy Spirit;, who is the; author of the love 
of Christy as of every other hoky prindplem the heart 
of man^ dwells in you^ and will continue with you for 
«ver. Buty by involving yourselves too deeply in the 
pares or pleasures of the worlds you are in danger of 
grieving the Spirit of love, and of provoJ^uig him to 
withdraw his enlivening influence. Live above the 
world, if you would wi^ to ei^y the manifestations 
of Jesus' love to you, and experience the pleasures 
which flow from your love to Jesus. Oh ! it ill be- 
comes you. Christians, to give yourselves up to a lan- 
guid indifierence with respect to the Saviour* Yet 
thus it too often is. The heart is cold under &e mdlt- 
iug beams of the Sun of righteousness ; and the affec« 
tioQS are dull and stupid, wh^i they should be waked 
to rapture at Uie remembrance' of his love* Surely^ 
xoy brethren, these things ought not so to be.. Is tfcds 
your kindness to your friend ? It was not thus tJiat 
Jesus loved you. His aflecticm was unabated and un- 
varying. The floods^ of divine wrath could not quench 
it; the thunders of angry^Omnipotence could not ter-^ 
rify it ; and all ijie gV>ries of the celestial state cannot 
induce him^ for a monvent, to neglect the prosecutiim. 
o£ the work of love. Sure I am^ Christiari, whatever 
may be the cause of your declining afiecti^i, it i& not 
to be found in the object of your lo ve.^ He has not be-^ 
eome less amiable or excelle^it He is the same yes^ 
terday> to-day, and for ever, Hia heart is stiU as 
tender— *his hand is still as liberal, as when you first 
eaq[>eri^ced hia love. He is never weary of doing 
you good« Q never be weary, of the reasonable and 
delightful s^vice of rendering love for Ipve. Instead 
of your love waxing cold, let the fervour of your af- 
fection increase in propcnrtion to your increasing know- 
IcKlge of his ei^QeUenc^ and ex^ri^i^se of hi^ kindneas^ 
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Manifest your love to the Saviour^ by abounding 
in exercises of kindness to him. Often think of him^ 
Contemplate the dignity of his person^ and the beau- 
ties and glories of his mediatorial character. Let 
thoughts of Jesus sanctify and sweeten all your medi-^ 
tations. Often speak to him. Though he is unseen^ 
he is ever near. Tell him all your wants, and fear8> 
and sorrows. In every thing, by prayer and suppli-* 
cation, with thank^vingj^ make your requests known 
to him. Often speak of him. Speak of him to your 
fellow-saints, that you may inflame their affections. 
Speak of him to sinners, who know him not, that you 
may lead them into a saving acquaintance with his 
love. Imitate his example — ^love hii^ ordinances-— es- 
teem and dQ good to his people— support his interest 
— and^ in oaie wor4, obey his law. Retiring firom his 
tablcj carry this solemn injunction on your ccmsciencea. 
imd hearts : ^' If ye love ix^e, keep my commandmenlSs 
He that hath my commandments and keepeth tjb/Qpi«^ 
^ it is tibat loy^th in«/' Go in peiic^. 
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THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST, AND THE 
MALIGNITY QF SIN. 



CJhristians ! the sufferings to whieh your beUeTKag* 
and affectionate contemplation dbould now b^ directed^ 
as the expiation of your guilty &e price of your re» 
demption^ and the foundation of your hope^ were be* 
yond conception intense and agonizmg. The deptb 
cf the debasement to which your Lord submitted^ the 
severity of the anguish which he endured^ cannot be 
ecmceived by the imagination^ nor told in the language 
cf mortals. A consideration of tiie cause, howevt^^ 
for which he suffered^ may enable us to fc^m some 
idea of their prodigious extent ; (jr, at any rate^ may 
serve to impress us with t}iis trudi, that our most 
dreadful conceptions of them Qome far short of the 
dreadful reality. 

Christ Jesus^ ^' the Just One^ suffered in the room 
o£ the unjust" *' He who knew no sin, wa9 ipade a. 
on-offering in our stead." He suffered for sin, and. 
in the ropm of sinners. He died, in order to expiate 
the guilt and avert the perdition of an elect worlds 
Sin is an evil of inconceivable magnitude : It is thir 
yiolation of obligations endlessly varied, and infi-^ 
Qitely pow^ul. Qur obligations to lov^ and senQ 
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Go^ as they arise from^ so they must correspond to^ 
the excellencies of his nature^ the relaticms we bear to 
him^ and the favours which we receive from him^ 
The perfections of his nature are^ in the strictest 
sense of the word^ infinite. Our relations to him, 
as our creator^ our preserver^ our governor, our judge, 
are numerous and intimate ; and the blessings we re« 
oetve from him are in number infinite, and in value 
incalculable. Sin, then, must involve, in its very 
essence, the violation of obligations inconceivably 
strong : It is rebellion against the highest authority^ 
and ingratitude for the greatest goodness : It is dis« 
obedience to the best of parents, and treason against 
the greatest of rulers : It is to pour contempt on in- 
&iite c<mdescension and kindness, and to set at defiance 
infinite power and indignation. What, then, is the 
just desert of sin ? What is the merited doom of the 
sinner? The answer of reason and of God is, — ^Death, 
and destruction— Ithe sec<Hid death — everlasting de- 
struction. Every sin deserves this, for God has said 
80 ; 4md if every sin, surely much more every sinner : 
for what man has not been guilty of thousands, of tens 
of thousands of criminal acticms ? 

Jesus sufiered, not for one offence, but for innume- 
rable offences — ^not for one sinner, but for a multitude 
of sinners, whom no man can number : " The Lord 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. Exaction was made, 
and he became answerable *." The chastisement of 
the peace of an elect world was upon him. He bare 
all that was necessary, in the ordination of a righteous 
God, to render it consistent with the principles of his 
moral government to pardon and save innumerable 
millions of sinnelrs. He sustained the Weight of Om- 
nipotent displeasure f that eternal opposition to moral 
evil, which has produced such tremendous consequen- 

• lea. liii. 6, 7. Lowth. 
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ces on gixming men and angels. How dreadfbl^ iSkeo^ 
must have be«i hismental agcmies^ when he groaned'fa 
^thsemane and bled on CalYary I This^ this aecounti 
for his deep groans^ and his gpeechless agony : l!f& 
explaihs these otherwise most mystetious words^ •'My 
6od^ my God^ why hast thoO foo-saken me !" His m^ 
derstanding wa« clear and unclouded. He knew ^be 
full extent <^ the demerit c^ sin^ with which he was 
duirged : He surveyed it in all its fearful dimensifms^ 
in all its terrifying aspects. He saw ^e (hifk dond big 
with the thunderbolts of divine indignation^ he per<» 
ceived it ready to discharge its thousand deaths cm hl^ 
devoted person : He knew the fearful power of the 
wrath of Jehovah : yet he meekly bowed his anointed 
head to tiie eternal decree — ^the bolt descended^ and 
the Man, Jehovah's fbllow, sunk down into the dust d 
death. But he thtts exhausted the contents of the wradi* 
ful cloud ; it has evanished from the sky; and on those 
for whom he died^ the light of divine favour shines 
for ever with mild^ unclouded radiance. It is fi« 
nished. Christians ! all is finished that was necessary 
to complete your deliverance : Your sins are expiated^ 
your salvation is secured; and this bread and this cup 
are the testimonies, that ''in Christ ye have redemp* 
tion through Ms blood, the forgiveness of sins, accord* 
ing to the riches of divine grace." 



AFTER COMMtNICAtlNO. 

Commimicants ! the malignity of sin, and the seVe* 
rity of the Saviour's sufferings, mutually illustrate ea^ 
other. In the malignity of sin ye have seen the seve« 
rity of the gaviour*a sufferings ; now, in the intenaty 
of the Saviour's sufferings, contemplate the malignity 
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<^ hfUQEum tcansgressioneu Tboogh '^foolg ttiake a 
moek at sin/' ta the reflecting mind innumerable and 
pa])wble proofs present themselves^ ^'that it is asi evil 
and a bitter thing." The ma%nity of moral evil is 
written tk legiUe charaoters on the ills of life^— -sick* 
ness^ disease;, andpain-^^pestilence^ ^onine^ andwar-» 
^appointment^ sorrow, and remorse—in the agonies of 
dissolution, and the torments of hell. But he who would 
wish to see sin in all the hat^ilness of its nature, the 
ruinoiusness of his tendencies, and the horror <^ its de* 
serts, must take up the position which ye now occupy, 
and turn the eye of the mind to an incarnate, sufferitigi 
dying Saviour-^^to Bethlehem, to Oethsemane, and to 
Calvary. 

Behold him who is the tightness of his Father's 
glory, and the express image cf his person ; who is in 
the ftrm of God, and God ov«r all blessed for ever> 
dothed in human nature, and leading the life of a man 
(£ sorrows and acquainted with griefs! Behold the 
Lord of angels insulted by men, and tempted by the 
devil ! Behdd the Son of God, deserted of his Fa« 
thw, hanging on a cross, shut out from all sensible 
ccmimunications of divine assistance, and suffering the 
most dreadful effects of his indignation, while nature 
shudders at the sight, and the sun hides his face from 
beholding a scene so horrible ! And then say. Chris- 
tians, if it is a light thing to violate the obligations of 
the divine law, and to contemn the authority of the 
God of heaven ? 

Is sin, then, so malignant in its nature, and so tre« 
mendous in its consequences f Did it expose our ge- 
nerous Lord, pur dear Redeemer, to so much degrada« 
tion and distress-*so much bodily anguish and mental 
i^^y ^ And shall not ye. Christians, regard it with 
amixed emotion of terror and detestation? shall ii not 
he your first desire, and your most assiduous labour. 
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to discard it from your condnct^ aod to exten^ta&te it 
fixxa your hearts ? Are you not afraid of its power, 
side of its tyranny^ and anxious^ above all tilings^ to be 
delivered from its influence? Iii the sufferings of 
Christ ye have not <mly the completest evideiice of the 
detestable and fatal nature of sin^ but of the certainty 
0f your being ultimately delivered from its power; 
These severe sufferings of the incarnate Son of Crod 
''&idied transgression^ ttiade an end of sin^ and brought 
in an everlasting righteousness." They did more ; 
" they condemnlsd sin in the fleshy which the law 
could never have done ; so that the righteousness of 
the law may be fulfilled in us^ who walk not after the 
fleshy but after the Spirit" If you have a right to the 
station which you now occupy^ you are already de- 
livered from the thnild(»n of sin c ** Your old man is 
crucified with Christy that the body of sin may be de« 
stroyed^ that ye may no longer serve sin. Reckon 
then yourselves dead indeed unto sin, but alive imto 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not inn, 
then, reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey 
it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield your members 
to sin, as the instruments of unrighteousness, but yield 
yourselves unto God, as those who are alive from the 
dead ; and your members to God, as the instruments 
of righteousness. For sin shall not have dominion 
over you, for ye arie not under the law, but under 
grace." 

It is likely, that some of you feel it difficult to be* 
lieve in this legal security froin the power of sin, 
while you feel so much of its active influence within 
you. But trace the evil to its source, and you will 
find, that it flows frofti a want of due confidence in 
the divine promise. Improve this ordinance, as a 
means of strengthening your faith in the sanctifying as 
well as the expiatory efficacy of the Saviour's atone- 
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ment^ and you will find it a most powerful instrument 
for subduing the corrupt principle in all its various 
forms. You have seen, as it were with your eyes, the 
new covenant ratified in the blood of the Redeemer ; 
and are there not in this covenant, promises of deliver- 
ance from the depraving influence, as well as the con« 
demning power of iniquity ? Trust in the Lord for 
ever. Live by the faith of the Son of God, and your 
lives will be at once lives of [holiness and of peace,-— 
honourable to your Saviour, and edifying to his people : 
'^ Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might" In his strength " give all diligence to add 
to your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to 
knowledge temperance, and to temperance patience, 
and to patience godliness, and to godliness brotherly- 
kindness, and to brotherly-kindness charity; for if 
these things be in you and abound, they shall make 
you that ye shall be neither idle nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Be strong, 
and let not your hands be weak, for your work shall 
be rewarded *." 

• Eph. vi. 10 ; 2 Pet L 5—8 ; 2 Chron, xv. 7. 
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EXHORTATION IV. 

THE GHKISf lAif SALVATION* 



^* How mucli owest thou to my Lord ?" is a question 
which in your case. Christians, is not very easily an- 
swered. You owe him much, but how much language 
camiot express, nor imagination conceive. All the 
blessmgs of the Chnstian salvation are the fruits of his 
bounty ; and these blessings are infinitely numerous, 
and every one of them inconceivably valuable: "They 
could not have been gotten for gold, neither could sil- 
ver have been weighed for their |)rice : they cannot 
be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious 
onyx and the sapphire. The gold and the crystal can- 
not equal them : their exchange shall not be for jewels 
of fine gold. No mention shall be made of coral or of 
pearls, for their price is above rubies. The topaz of 
Ethiopia cannot equal them, neither shall they be va^ 
lued with pure gold." The power of the highest an- 
gel, though employed through all eternity on the sub- 
ject, could not collect all the items, nor sum up the 
mighty aggregate of your debt to my Lord :— Yet is the 
labour by no means undelightful or unprofitable, to 
exercise our feeble powers in this species of spiritual 
arithmetic; for, though we never can estimate theex- 
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tent of his kindness and our obligation^ we may thus 
obtain a deeper impression of a truth well fitted to ex- 
cite grateful delight^ and to stimulate to diligent obe- 
dience-— that both are incalculable. 

Few employments are more appropriate to your pre- 
sent Circnmstai^ces^ than such a survey of the benefits 
of the Christian salvation as has been now adverted to ; 
for all these blessii^d^ While to you the free gift of God, 
are the dear<-eamed purchase of the sacrifice of that 
holy suffering humanity of the Son of God, of which 
the instituted emblems stand now before you. The 
price and the purchase will reflect mutual illustration 
on each other ; and the higher value we learn to set 
on both, the more pleasant and profitable will be our 
communion feast. 

In order to make your conceptions on this subject 
at onc^ more vivid, accurate, and impressive, allow 
your mind to rest for a few moments on your si- 
tuation, previously to your becoming partakers of the 
grace of the gospdi. Children of wrath, and of diso- 
bedience— ^^ndemned already--enemies of God, and 
objects of his displeasure — ^hopelessly, because wil- 
fully enslaved, to Satan and to sin — ^mortal, yet with- 
out any ttiing to sweeten the bitterness of death — ^im- 
mortal, yet destitute of all prospect of an eternity of 
blessedness : su6h Was your situation and character, 
fior such is the situation and character of all the chiLi 
dren of our fallen progenitor. Above you was an 
angry Deity, atotmd you the instruments of his 
vengetoce, and beneath Was the gulph of perdition^ 
yawning wide to receive you. 

Turning from this scene of horror with a mixed emo- 
tion of terror and gratitude— terror at the danger es- 
caped, gratitude for the blessings obtained — &x. your 
minds oh the glories and felicities of the Christian sal- 
vation : ^' In Christ ye have redemption through his 
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bloody the forgiveness <^ sins. Ye are accepted in the 
beloved. Justified by faiths ye have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ; by whom also ye have 
access by faith into thatgrace wherein ye standi and re* 
joice in hope of the glory of God. Ye are created anemr 
in Christ Jesus to good works. Ye are beoNne new 
creatures : old things are passed away^ and all things 
are become new." God^ even the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christy loves you^ and blesses you with heaven- 
ly and spiritual blessings. He invests you with the 
dignity^ and forms you to the disposition of his chil- 
dren : " Ye are made partakers of a divine nature^ and 
the Spirit of grace and of glory rests on you. All 
things work together for your good. None can sepa- 
rate you from the love of God. None can pluck you 
out of the Saviour's hand*." Angels are your guardians^ 
Christ is your brother^ and God is your Father : " Be- 
loved^ now are ye the sons of God; and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be^ but we know that when He 
shall appear^ we also shall appear with him in glory t." 
—.Such is an outline of the benefits of the Christian 
salvation; but it has the advantage of being drawn by 
the* pencil of inspiration. 

It is indeed a salvation which includes '^in it the 
enjoyment of God and all its perfections^ of Christ 
and all his benefits^ of the Holy Spirit and all his 
graces^ of the new covenant and all its immunities^ of 
the gospel and all its promises^ and^ what crowns all, 
it includes in it the enjoyment of all these for ever and 
ever J." Oh, how valuable must have been the sacri- 
fice which purchased this salvation— how boundless 
the generosity which bestows it ! While in this holy 



• Eph. i. 7 ; Rom. v. 1, « ; Eph. ii. 10 ; 2 Cor. v. 17 : Eph. i. 
3 ; 2 Pet i. 4 ; 1 Pet iv. 14 ; Rom. viii. 28, 35 ; John x. 28. 
•|- 1 John iii. 2. X Grosvenor. 
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iiistitati<m you contemplate this salvation so dearly 
purchased^ so freely bestowed—-when you see the Sa« 
viour's body and blood at once given Jor you, and to 
you,— bless the Lord with all your souls, and forget 
not all his ben#fits. 



AFTER COMMUNICATING. 

Communicants ! the holy ordinance in which you 
have just been engaged, was originally appointed by 
the Saviour, in the immediate prospect of his death ; 
and ought to be observed by his followers, in the an- 
ticipation of their being made conformable to him in 
his death, and going down to the place where the 
\asA lay. For, wide as is the extent of the Christian 
salvation, it indudes not in it exemption from the or- 
dinary lot of mortals : '^ It is appointed to men once 
to die ;" and the saint, as well as the sinner, must 
bow to the divine ordination. Yes : Children of im- 
mortality as ye are, ye must submit to the stroke of 
death : '^ Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God; neither doth eruption inherit incorruption." 

The recollections which naturally present themselves 
to your minds, in your present circumstances, are pe 
culiarly calculated to excite a deep sense of your moi 
tality. Where are the Christians with whom, in yov 
earliw years, you were wont, in this place, to compa6 
the altar of God? Where are the servants of Chiist> 
who used, on these solemn occasions, to minister to 
your spiritual improvement? "Your fathers, where 
are they ? and the projects, do they live for ever ?" 
The venerable form which used to occupy the place 
where noivf I standi is already resolved into its original 
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elements^ while the ardent spirit which animated it is^ 
we trusty a flaming minister of God, am<^g ten thou-, 
sand flaming ministers. Your fathers, who used here 
to worship, are gathered to. the congregation of the 
dead ; and not a few of them also to '^the general as- 
sembly and church of the first-bom, whose names are 
written in heaven." Yet a little longer, and the lips 
which now address you must be sealed in the silence 
of death; and those hearts which are now, I trust, ani-. 
mated and agitated by devotional feeling,^shall be cold 
and motionless as the turf which covers them. 

These anticipations. Christians, (^oght certainly to 
inspire seriousnesa; but in you they need npt, they 
ought not, to produce melancholy lu In the bi^ving 
recollection of the Saviour's death, you have all that is 
necessary to render the prospect of your own not 
merely tolerablej but deb'ghtful ; " The sting of death 
i§ sill, antl the strength of ^iii is the law/* But Jf&iis, 
by dying-, has satisfied the law, which gave sin ita 
power — and destroyed sin, which gave death ife ter- 
rors. In consequence of hia death, you shall 
wholiy die, and you shall not die for n^er. 
body must die, but your soul ihall not \ ■ 
body 18 dead because of -ir, ^t:r *^- —- 
cause of righteanj^i^ 
body," ye shall be**i»n*w*il wijjj i^ 
from all those ] 
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of grace^ in whidi you have experienced so much en« 
joyment ; but you go to the God of ordinances^ and^ 
instead of drinking at the streams^ you ascend to the 
fountain of blessedness. It is true, you must close 
your eyes, to open them no more, on the glorbus 
wan, and this b^tutiful system of things ; but you go 
to a world where '^ there is no need of the light of 
the sun, for the glory of Jdbovah and the Lamb en^ 
lightens it" 

And even that part of you whic^ must die shall not 
die for ev^ : '^ If the Spirit of Him that raised up 
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up 
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal 
bodies, by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. Yes, 
every atom of your dust rests in hope again to rise. 
The doad bodiea of the saints ronain connected with 
the pcFScm of the Son of God, and are under the im- 
mediate care of Omnipotent kindness. He who rear« 
ed the wondrous fabrics, watches over their conse- 
crated ruins ; and he will in due time collect their 
scattered atoms, arrange them in their former comely 
proportions, and form them into ^^buUdings of God^ 
houses not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." 
And, oh how changed, how improved, will be the 
oorp<nreal part of the frames of the saints when re- 
united to its immaterial c<m)panion ! '^ It is sown in 
corruption ; it is raised in incorruption : it is sown in 
dishonour ; it is raised in glory : it is sown in weak- 
ness ; it is raised in power :. it is sown a natural body ; 
it is raised a spiritual body." We shew forth die 
d^th of our Lord, in the expectation of his second 
ecmnng ; and we know our expectaticm will not be 
disappointed : '^ For to. them ^at look for him, he 
will come the second time without sin unto salvation." 
And when he does come from heaven, " he will change 
pur vile bodies, and fashion them like unto his glo- 
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nous body, according to the w<M7king whereby he is 
able to subdue aU things to himself." 

Why^ then^ Christians^ should you be a£*aid to die ? 
Your spirits shall ascend immediately to the bosom of 
Jesus^ and your bodies sleep in peace till the morning 
c^ the resurrection. Nor let the anticipation of the 
exanimating sickness and the intense pain which fre^ 
q^ently precede dissolution^ nor of the unknown ago- 
nies of ^e last conflict^ alarm your minds. All is in 
his hands^ who is infinitely wise^ and powerful^ and 
kind. Jesus can make^ and often has ^'made a dying 
bed feel soft as dovmy pillows are." *' As your day is, 
so shall your strength be." ^' When you walk through 
the valley of the shadow of deaths ye shall fear no evil, 
for God your Saviour will be with you : His rod and 
staff will co^nfort you." " He that testifieth these 
tUngs 'saith^ Surely I come quickly* Amen: Even 
so come. Lord Jesus. The grace of <mr Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you alL Amen ♦." 



* When the Service of Communicating is concluded, & Psalm or 
Hymn, in imitation of our Saviour, Mark xiv. 26. such as P8.1xxiL 
17^19; Ps. Ixxx. 17—19; Ps. cxix. 5—8. is song: afitor whidi, 
the Minister having resumed his place in the Pulpit, delivers the 
Concluding Exhortation, specimens of which will be found in the 
next Section. 
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CONCLUDING EXHORTATIONS. 



EXHORTATION I. 

HABITUAL BEMEMBRANCE OF CHRIST 
RECOMMENDED. 

(Jhristian Buethrbn I the peculiar solemnities of 
^s day's worship are now dosed. With much exter« 
nal decency and apparent devotian^ and^ I trusty also 
in the exercise of faith, and loye> and reverence, and 
penitence, and joy, you have eaten bread and drunk 
wine, in commemoration of the Saviour's dying love. 
Before we separate, allow me to press on your attrition 
these two most important practical truths—that re- 
membrance of Christ should not be merely an occa- 
sional exercise, but a habitual emplo3rment ; and that 
fiiith, and love, and reverence, and penitence, and joy, 
should not be mere transient sentiments and feelings, 
but abiding and operative principles. 

I. /' Whatsoever ye do, whether ia word or in deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father by him." — ^' Bear about in the body 
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the dying of the Lord Jesua^ that the life also of Jesus 
may be manifest in your body *." 

Remember Christ when you are called to the di^. 
charge of duty. Without this every duty will be diffi- 
cult ; with it every duty will be comparatively easy. 
When you feel your pwn weakness^ and are in danger 
of abandoning your duty in despair^ remember him 
in whom '^it plea^d the Father that all fulness should 
dwell/' that " out of that Ailness his people might re-, 
ceive, and grace for grace.'* Trusting in his promise^ 
that ^^his grace shall be sufficient for you," you shall 
be '^ able to do all things through him strengthening 
you." 

When a sen^^ of the many imperfections and impro«, 
prieties which attend your best services, excites in you 
a fear, that, instead of meeting with reward, they will 
draw down on you punishment> remember him, on the 
ground of whose all-perfect righteousness you are made 
accepted of God, on the ground of whose all-prevalent 
intercessions your prayers s^id ser vipes rise with ac« 
ceptance before him. 

Bemember Christ, iMid you will never want,^ an ex- 
ample to imitate : you will be furnished with a com- 
plete practical directory in the plainest, and most inter- 
esting form. Would you wjsh to know how you 
should think, feel, and act ? Remember how Jesus 
thought, and felt, and i^cted, and, as ^^ he has set you 
an example, follow his steps." 

Remember Christ, and you will never want motives 
to urge you to tjbe discharge of duty : Habitually re^ 
member that he Ipyed ypu, and gave himself for youj 
and surely you must be sweetly constrained *' to live 
not to yourselves, but to him who died for you, and 
who rose again." It is because we are so fc^getful 

•CoLUi. IT; 2C<nr. iv. XO, 
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ef Christy that we are bo remiss in the practice of 
Christian virtue. How could we be weary in well- 
doing^ if we always bore in miiid the unwearying as- 
siduity of our Lord and Saviour ? How could we be 
n^lectful of^ or languid in> devotional duties, if we 
halHtually recollected him, '* who, in the days- ot his 
flesh> offered up supplications, with strong crying and 
tears, and was heard in that he feared ?" How could 
we be ^' angry at our brother without cause," when we 
thought of HIM who died for bis enemies ? How could 
we refuse relief to a distressed Christian, when we re- 
m^nbered the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
said, ^^ It is more blessed to give than to receive. In- 
asmuch as ye do it to the* least of these my brethren> 
ye do it unto me ;" or thought of " the grace of the 
Liord Jesus> who though he was rich became poor, 
that we through his poverty might be made rich * ?" 

It is equally necessary and advantageous fbr you. 
Christians, to rwnember Clndst in the day of trial as 
in the day of exertion. The remembrance of him i^ 
equally calculated to enable us to* suffer, as to do the 
will of God. Remember Christ, and you will cease 
both to wonder at and lament your afflictions. He was 
a sufferer; and ^^ is it not enough that the disciple is 
as his Master, and the servant as his Lord?" '* He 
suffered fbr you; leaving you an example that ye should 
follow his steps." Is it strange, that a crucified Sa- 
viour should require his disciples to take up their cross 
and to follow him ^ 

Kemember Christ, and in all your afflictions you 
will have a living directory how to conduct yourselves 
under the mighty hand of God. O strive to copy out 
ih your temper^ the fair exemplar he has set, of firm 



* Acte XX. 35 ; Matt. xxv. 40 ; 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
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fiiith^ humble resignatum^ invincibly fartitude^ and 
unwearied patience. 

Rem^nb^ Christy and you will find abundant con^ 
eolation and good hope amid all the afflictions wiih, 
which jou may be visited. His sufferings extracted 
the wormwood and gall of the divine curse out o£ 
yours, and the tender sympathy acquired by these 
sufferings, opens up an exhaustless source of consola* 
tion and of joy : '' In all things he was tempted like 
as you are, yet without sin." Are you exposed to the 
'^ fiery darts of the wicked one ?" Remanber that he 
sustained the attack of the whole host of darkness^ 
and came off more than a conqueror. Are you de-» 
spised and maltreated by an ui^odly world? Re- 
member ^' that the world hated him before it hated 
you ; and be of good cheer, for Jesus has overccmie 
the world.** Are you oppressed with poverty ? Re^ 
member him whp was so poiur as not to have where ta 
lay his head, and cheerfully bear an evil which the 
Son of God has sanctified and sweetened by enduring. 
Are you reproached ? Remember him whose heart 
was broken by reproach, and, like him, quietly 
" commit your cause to Him who judgeth righteously."^ 
Are you weeping over the closing grave, or, still bit-^ 
terer affliction! over the faithless unkindness of a 
much-beloved firiend ? Remember him, ^^ from whom 
lover and acquaintance were &r removed, and his 
friend into darkness ;" and cling " dose and closer**^ 
to that friend* who sticketh closer than a brother. 

There is an hour awaiting thee. Christian, dark 
with " the shadow of death," covered with clouds, 
and full of terror — the hour in which thy spirit, sepa- 
rated from its mortal ccnnpanion, must shoot the un- 
tried gulf of eternity, — in which recollection of the 
Saviour is peculiarly important to thy safety and thy 
peace : In that hoiir. Christian, forget not thy Lord^^ 
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m than wonldeit not with then to be fbrgotten by 
him. Fix thy thoughts on him^ at the Conqueror of 
de^^ the Destroyer of the grave^ the Lord of eter«. 
mty ; and, as it has been thy principal study to be 
like him in his.lift> let iti>e thy doting ambition ^' to 
be made conformable to him in his death." The re* 
membrance of* Jesus is a sovereign chann for chasing 
away those alarming visions which are apt to gather 
sroond a dying bed; and the persuasion] of his love 
bat olten, in a great measure^ superseded the agonies 
of dissolving naturew 

Need I add^ Christian ! remonber Christ through^ 
out eternity. The advice were a needless one. His^ 
glories shine so bri^t in that blessed world, that they 
necessarily fix die attentum> and excite the admira- 
tion of its happy inhabitants. Fairest, where all are 
fiur— most glinrious, where all are glorious, he is the 
coitre to w£ich tjie thoughts and affections of the an- 
gels, and of the spirits of just men made perfect^, 
constantly tend. The diadems purchased by his blood 
ire cast at his feet, and his labours, and sorrows, and 
triumphs, are the exhaustless subjects to which the 
redeemed tune their goldmi harps, and with which 
they accent their triumphant songs.. 

II. As the remembrance of Christ ought not merely 
to be an occasional exercise, but a habitual employ* 
Hient with you; so faith and love, and penitence 
4nd joy, ought not merely to be transient sentiments 
and emotions, but permanent and operative princi* 
pies ; not exerting themselves only vrhea called forth 
by the solemnities of a religious ordinance, but influ* 
encing the general tencHr of your thoughts and feel* 
ings, your language and conduct. 

It is not enou^ that you have observed the Lord's 
supper in faith ; it is necessary that ^^ the life which 
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you livem the flesh be by the &£dl of the Son of God^ 
who loved you, and gave hunself for you." No du- 
ty can be acceptably performed, no affliction accepta- 
bly sustained, -without faith : ^' Without faith it is im- 
possible to please God." Weak in yoursdves, you 
derive your strength entirely froxn imother ; and faith 
k the means by which these supplies are obtained*: 
^ By faith you stand ;" by unbelief you fell. Endea- 
vour, then, amid all the vicissitudes of life, to retain 
an implicit belief of the divine testimony— an un- 
i^iaken confidence in the divine promiise— a stedfast 
reliance on the' divine Saviour. Let it be your 
frequent and fervent prayer, "Lord, increase our 
fiiith ;" and prove the sincerity of your prayer, by a 
careful use of the means by which faith is produced 
and strengthened in the soul. If you abound in' Ae 
exercise of this grace, no duty will be difficult^— no 
affliction severe — ^no enemy fbrmidable : '^ I can db all 
^ngs," said a very humble man, but a very strong 
believer, "I can do all things through ChriiBt> who 
strengthens me ;" and if by faith ye '^ look" steadily, 
'^ not at the things which are seen and temporal, but 
at the things which are unseen and eternal, your light 
afflictions, which are but for a moment, will work, out 
for you a far more exceeding and an ete^iT^ftl weight of 
glory." 

Let teve to the S&viour also be one of the animating 
principles of your general conduct : " A frifend loveth 
at all times." The man who never thinks affection- 
ately of the Lord Jesus, except when the Lord's sup- 
per, as it were, fcnrces the recollfection of liis dying love 
cm him, deceives himself, if he considers himself^as. a 
lover of the Saviour. Wherever the love- of Christ really 
exists, it will manifest itself not merely in an occasional 
observation of the Lord's supper, but in a conscientious 
regard to^ his commandments. Let the love of Christy 
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then) exert a consti'aining influence over the whole of 
our thoughts and feelings^ and sweetly oblige us '^ to 
live not to ourselves, but to him who died for us, and 
who rose agaki.'' Let his " love, shed* abroad in our 
hearts by faith, through the Holy SpiHt given to usi*^^ 
stimulate us to exertions to promote the advancement 
of his honour, the.€xtension of his kingdom, the down^ 
hi of his enemies, and the happiness of his people. 

Live habitually under the influence of reverence for 
the Saviour. At all times, and in all places, stand in 
awe of the omnipresent-God our Saviour. , Content not 
yourselves with an awful sense of his greatness, still 
less with mere external devotion, when engaged in the 
peculiar services of religion ; but, remembering that 
he exists throughout all space and duration, leverenoe 
him at all times and in all places, and manifest the 
sincerity of your fear, by a careful obedience to all his 
commandments : " He is thy Lord^ and- worship thoi; 
him."' 

Penitence is another temper of mind which noC' 
merely should be exercised when you receive the Lord's 
supper, but should influence the whole of j i*ur beha^ 
viour. Melancholy and godly sorrow are two very diffe- 
rent things. Religion forbids the one and enjoin.^ the 
other. Let no day pass without a penitent confession 
of the sin of your nature and of your life before your 
God-— without reviewing your daily imporfections and 
transgressions, — and without humbly supplicating par- 
don through the atonement and intercession of Jesus : 
" He who thus goes forth bearing precious seed weep- 
ing, will doubtless return rejoicing, bearing hh sheaves 
with him *." The confidence which may become one 
who never offended, does not sit well on a pardone4 



• PsaL cxjcvi. 6.. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 




^96 TRB ITABmrAL RBMEMBRANGl^ QPaft IF^ 

rebels though restored to the favour of his prince^ and 
raked to die highest honours he has in his gift. He 
must never forget that he. was a rebels and that he- 
owes hia life to. the royal clemency ; and this recoU 
lection must mark his behaviour. 

In fine^ let Christian joy be the habitual temper of 
your mind t ^* Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous ; and 
again I say Rejoice. Rejoice evermore. Be joyful in 
tribulation \' and triumph in death. You have abun^ 
dant ground of rational satisfaction and holy joy. To 
be habitually gloomy> iis ingratitude to your Benefac-^ 
tor : tt is an implied declaration, that, after all he has 
don^ for you, he has not done enough to make you 
happy.. The apparent unhappiness. of some good men 
has dona incalculable mischief to the cause of religion ;^ 
and, on the other hand, nothmg tends more directly ta 
recommend ChriiBtianity to aU, but especially the 
young,, than the proving by our conduct that we feel 
Christ's yoke to be ^' easy, and his burden to be light i 
that wi^oiti'B ways are^ pleasantness, and that all her 
* paths, are peace t." 

1a it your desire, then, Christaan brethren, thus ha-^ 
bi:tually to. remember Christ in faith, and love, and re-^ 
verence, and penitence, and joy ? Then, in the first 
place, study deeply the character and history of Je- 
sus, as detailed by the evangelical historians ;. and, ia 
the second place, as these holy tempers are by no 
means the natural growth of the human heart, be fre- 
quent and fbrvent in your applications to the throne 
of grace, for that Holy Spirit whom God has promis- 
ed to all who ask him, and who is the sole source of 
all moral good in created natures. — ^According to our 



• Psal. xxxiL 11 ; 1 Thess. v. 16; Bom. v. 3. 
t Matt xi 30; Pwv. iii.-17. 
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usual practice, we direct youir attention, before con^ 
duding, to an inspired account pf your duties as Chris- 
tians. Bead with me Col. iii. iv. 1 — 6. 

And, '* Now may the God of peace, that brdu^t 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shep- 
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in ^very good work to da 
his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in 
his sight, through Jesus Christ ; to whom be glory for^ 
ever and ever. Amen *." 



* He!?,, xiii. 20, i\. 
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A SCRIPTURE FAREWELL V 



x5rethren^ the principal design of our assembling 
ourselves together to-day has been answered. We 
have been allowed — all tibanks to the Icmg-suffering 
and mercy of our God l. — ^we have been allowed to ce- 
lebrate^ in peace and eomfon, oof Christian passover.. 
We are now about «peedily to separate, with the pro-> 
bability, or rather with the certainty, of never all meet- 
ing ag^^ till we meet before the tribunal of the Al- 
mighty Judge. What a solemn consideration ! Since 
we last met on a similar occasion, more than one who 
sat down with us at the table of the Lord have passed 
into the invisible state. It is beyond the reach of hu- 
man foresight to tell whose doom shaU. nei^t be sealed. 
It must be one of us,-^— it may be any of us. 

It is natural for the imagination, on such an occa^ 
sion, to]anticipate the circumstances of our next general 
meeting. How prodigiously numerous, how awfully 
solemn, the assembly \ How important the business 
to be transacted I How serious the final separation !; 



* The auth(» conceives it right to remark here, that this Address 
iff principally the filling up of an outline which he met with among 
the unpublished MSS. of his grandfather, the late Rev. J<^ BrowQ 
of Haddington. 
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From that assembly not one of the countless millions 
of the human race shall retire thoughtless or unim« 
pressed. The most frivolous and unconcerned mnv^ 
shall be then deeply and eternally serious. 

Under the impression that I am certainly parting 
with some of you> and as I am equally mortal with 
jFou, that I m^y be parting with all of you for a long, 
long series of ages^ till we meet at the right hand o^ 
the left of Jesua the Judge^ I wovld call the attention^ 
not only of those who. have been communicating^ but 
of all who UQW hear me, to a *' qiessage from God tQ 
them*" I shall call to your remembrance some most 
important truths — ^{»'oppse some most serious questions 
•**-4]tter sqme most alarming wamingser— make som^ 
most graciojus offers of salvation — offer some usefitil 
advices—rrand conclude with $ome earnest good wishes^ 
And, aS; I shall endei^your not^ only V> expi^ess sc^f*^yH 
ral ideas, but to use almost wholly scripti|irallang$^0|» 
I not only request, but I command you, as you value 
your soul's salvation, to be attentive. The voice is, on 
earth, but the speaker is in heaven : ^^ Th<^ X^Qxd is m 
his holy temple, let all the, ea^h keep silent before 
him.' W^ Q ear^, earth, earth, hear d:ie word oi^^ the 
Lord.'* 

Ist, Let me call to your rem^embrance some most 
important truths. " Brethren, I declare unto you ttkt 
gospel, which I have preached to you, which alsp yo^ 
have received* and wherein ye stan4» by which aljso 
ye aire saved, if ye keep in memcwry what I preaebed 
unto yo\i, \inless ye h^ve believed ia. vain. Qod so 
loved the world, as to give his only-begotten Son, th»tc 
whosoever believeth in him might not perish, but have 
everlasting life. It is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesu^ came into tbc^ 
world to. save sinners, even the chief Christ died for 
our sins, according to the scriptures. He gave Mhk 
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self for us a sacnfioe and an oSmag, that he miglit 
T^eeoi us from all iniquity^ and purify unto himself 
a peculiar people^ zealous of good works. The rigli* 
teousness of God without the law is manifested^ beings 
witnessed by the law and the prophets ;— even the 
righteousness of God^ which is by the faith of Christ 
^nto all and upon all them who believe^ for there is 
no diference ; for all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God. Being justified freely through die 
redemption that is. in Christ Jesus^ whom God has set 
forth a propitiation through faith in his bloody 
declaring his righteousness ; that he may be just, and 
the justifier of him who b^lieveth in Jesus. To you 
is this word of* salvation sent. Now is the accepted 
time, now i» the day of salvation. Of them Ijo whom 
much is given much shall be required. If our gospel 
b**W, it is hid to them who are lost ; whose unbe* 
HevSiig minds the- god of tUs world hath blinded, lest 
the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, wba is the 
image of Qod^ should shine into them. Strait is the 
gate and narrow is the way which leadeth to life> and 
few there be that find it. Incept a m^at be bom 
again, hfi cannot enter into the kingdom of God. It 
is appointed to all men cmce to die, mid after death 
the judgment We must all appear before the judg.« 
ment seat of Christy to give an account of the deeds 
done in the body, that we may receive according to 
what we have done, whether it be good or whetfier 
it be evil. Then shall the wicked go away into ever* 
lasting punishment, and the righteous, unto life eter-i 



• 1 Cof. XV. 1^%'^ ^hn iu. 16 ; 1 Tim. L 15; 1 Cor. xv. 3^ 
Eph. V. 2 ; Tit. ii. 14. Rom. uL 21—26 ; ^cts xiiL 26 ; 2 Cor. vi. 
7; LukexiL4«; Mattvi?.^4; ^ohniU,3; H;eb.ix.2T5 Ropv 
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2d, Let me propose to you a ^ew most seHouik ^ues^ 
tians. What change in your reUgiaia state and charac* 
ter have you undergone 9 Were you alive without the 
law once^ hut^ when the commandment came^ did sin 
revive, and you die ? Were " ye once darkness, but 
are ye now light in the hotd }" Have ye been bom 
again ? Are ye still " dead in trespasses and in sins/* 
or have ye been '' quickened by the God, who is ridi 
in mercy, togeth^ with Christ Jesus ?" Did you once 
'^ 3rield yomrselves as the servants of sin, and your 
members to sin as the instnunents of unrighteousness ; 
but do you now yield yom*selves to God as those who 
are alive from the dead, and your members to holi^ 
ness as instruments of Jighteousness * ?*' What choice 
have you madei Have you chosen '^that good part 
which shall never be taken from you ? Have you 
counted all things loss for the excellency of the know* 
ledge of Christ Jesus your Lord ? Have you counted 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than all the trea- 
sures of the world ? Have you made choice of God's 
testimonies above all riches ? Instead of saying with 
the muldtude. Who will shew us any good ? is the 
language of your heart, '' Lord lift on us the light of 
thy countenance t.? What purpose have you formed 9 Is 
it the " fuU purpose of your heart to cleave unto the 
Lord ? Is it your determination that you and your 
houses shall serve the Lord ? Is it your resolution. 
This God shall be our God for ever and ever : He shall 
be our guide even unto death J ?" At what end do you 
chiefly aim 9 Is it " that God may in all things be 
glori^ed through our Lord Jesus Christ? Whether 



• Rom. tH. 9. ; E0i. t. 6. ; iL 1. ; Rom. tL 13. 
tLukex.42.j PhiLiiLS.; Heb. xi. 26. ; Ptal. cxht» ITS; 
iy. 6. 
t Acts zL 23. ; Josh. xxiv. 15. ; Psal. xlv^U. 14. 
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ye ^t or drink^ er 'Whatever ye do^ do ye do all to the 
glory of God*?** WhiU^kind^ a life doym Uadf 
Is Uie life which you live in the flesh by the faith of 
tiie Sob of God^ who loved you^ and gave himself f(M^ 
yon ? Are you pilgrims and sojourners on the earth> 
declaring plainly^ tliat they are seeking a country^ a 
better country, that is, an heavenly t?" FinaUy^ 
What prodswn have y<m madisfor death, and for a Ju^ 
furt ^cde f "*' Do you know in whom ye have believe 
ed, and are you persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which you have c<Mnihitted to him } Have ye laid up 
a gtK>d foundation for the time to come, to lay hold <m 
eternal life } Have ye that Holy Spirit of promise 
who Is the earnest of yoiur inheritance ? and. Are y^ 
sealed by him till the redemption of the purchased 
possession J ?" 

Sd^ Let me now direct your attention to some most 
alarming warnings. ^' Know ye not that the unrigh* 
teous shall not inherit the kingdom of God ? Be not 
deceived ; neither folrnicatord, hor idolaters, nor aduU 
tere)rs, nor thieves, Yior covetoud, nor drunkards, not 
revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom ci 
God. If we sin wilfully, after we hav^ received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth now no more 
sacrifice for sin, but a certain fearful looking ftit of 
Vengeance and fiery indignation to destroy the adver* 
saries. He that despised Moses' law died without 
mercy under two or three witnesses; of how much sorer 
punishment shall he be accounted worthy, who has 
trampled under foot the Son of Gdd, and accounted the 
blood of the covenant an imholy thing, and done de> 
spite to the Spirit of grace ? The earth which, being 



* 1 Pet iv. 1 1. ; i Cor. x. 31. 

t GaL U. 20. ; Heb. xL 13.^16. 

$ 2 Tim. L 12. ; 1 Tim. vi. 19. j Eph. L 14* 
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often rained upon^ bringeth forth nothing but briers 
and thorns, is nigh unto cursings and its end is to be 
bumed. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God 1 Christ Jesus will come in flaming &^ 
teking vengeance on themwho knownotGod^ and obey 
net the gospel of his Son. God hath lifted uphishandto 
heaven and said, I live for ever ! If I whet my glitter- 
ing sword, and my hand lay hold on judgment, I will 
reader vengeance to my adversaries. I will reward 
them that hate me ^ I will make my arrows drunk 
with blood, and my sword will devour much flesh, 
Idth the blood of the slain and of the captive from 
the beginning of revenges against the enemy^ 
tf there be among you a root of bitterness, which 
bringeth forth wormwood and gall, who sai^ within 
himself, I shall have peace though I Walk in the ways 
of my own heart ; the Lord sdiall not spare him, but 
the anger of the herd and his jealousy shall smoke 
sore against that man/^'-wind he shall lay upon him all 
the evils that are written in this book. Behold I come 
quiekly^ and my reward is with me ; he that is vn* 
just, let him be unjuiBt still ; he that is filthy, let him 
be filthy still ♦." 

4M, Let me now address to you some most gracious 
offers of mercy and salvation. " Ho ! every one that 
tbirsfteth, come ye to the waters ; and he that hath no 
money, come ye : yea, come, buy wine and milk with- 
out money and without price. Why do ye spend your 
mcmey for that which is not bread, and your labour 
for that which profiteth not ? hearken diligentiy unto 
me, and eat ye that which is ^ood, and let your soul 
delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and come 



• 1 Cot. Vi. d, 10. t rtcb. x. i^G— 2^. ; vL 8. ; Deut. xxxii. 41, ; 
xxix. 18.; Rev. xxil. 11. 
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unto me ; hear^ and your souls shall live ; and I will 
make with you an everlasting covenant^ even the sure 
mercies of David. Be it knoWn unto you^ men and 
brethren^ that through diis Man is preach^ unto yon 
the forgiveness of sins^ and that all who believe in him 
may be justified from all things from which they could 
^ot have been justified by the law of Moses. Qane 
unto me^ aU ye that labour and are heavy laden^ and I 
will givd you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
'of me, for I ^ meek and lowly in heart ; for my yoke 
is easy^ and my burden is lights Hearken unto me^ ye 
stout-hearted and &r from righteoU^ess ! behold I 
bring near my righteousness unto youj and my salvaE^ 
tion shall not tarry. I counsel tiiee to buy of me gold 
tried in tiie fire^ that thou mayest be rich ; eye salve, 
that thou mayest see ; white raiment, that thou mayest 
be clothed^ and that the shame oi thy nakedness may 
not appear. Behold I stand at the door and knock ; if 
any man hear my voice^ ahd open ibto door^ I will come 
in and sup with him^ and he witii kne. The Spirit and 
the Bride say^ Come ; and let him that heareth say. 
Come ; and let him who is athirst, come ; and whoso- 
ever will, let him come and take of the water of life 
freely ♦." 

5th, Let ine lay before you a few important ahd us^ 
frd advices. '^ Believe in the Lord your God, so shall 
ye be established ; believe his prophets, so shall ye 
prosper. Trust in the Lord, and be doing good. JBe 
careful for nothings but in every thing by pray^ and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, make your requests 
known to God. See that ye walk circumspectiy, not as 
fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days 



•l8a.lv. l.i-3.; ActeiiiiSS.; Matt xi. 28^*30. ; Isaiah xlvi 
12. ; Rev. iii l8. xxii. it 
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are evil. Put on, as the elect of God, bowels of mercy, 
kindness, tenderness of heart, forbearing one another 
in love, and forgiving one another, even as God, for 
Christ's sake, has forgiven you. Honoiur all men; 
love the brotherhood; fear God; honour the king. 
Prove all things. Hold fast that wliich is good. In 
one word, let your conversation be such as becometh 
the gospel of Christ ♦." 

6th, Let me take my leave of you with a few most 
earnest good wishes. " Oh, that ye were wise ! that 
ye understood this, that ye would consider yoiur letter 
end ! The good Lord pardon every one that hath pre- 
pared his heart to seek the Lord God of his* fa- 
thers, though he be not cleansed according to the puri* 
fying of the sanctuary. Oh, that God would rend the 
heavens, and come down ; that the mountains may flow 
down at his presence ! May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and hope in believing, that ye may abound 
in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost. I pray 
to God that ye do no evil, not that we should be ap- 
proved, but that ye should do that which is honest, 
though we be as reprobates. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen t." 

Now TP THE Father, and to the Son, and to' 
THE Holy Ghost, the one Jehovah,' and our God, 

BE ascribed by THE ChURCH IN HeaVEN, AND THE 

Church on Earth, all power and glory, domi- 
nion AND MAJESTY, FQR EVER AND EVER. AmEN. 



• 2 Chion. XX. 20.; PsaL xxxviL 3. ; PhiL iv. 6. ; Eph. v. 15 ; 
CoL m. 12. ; 1 Pet. it 17.; PhiL i. 27. 

t Deut xxxiL 29. ; 2 Cor. xxx. 18. ; Isa. Iziv. 1. ; Rom. xt. 
18.;2Cor.xiiL7, 14. 
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DISCOURSE I. 

THE MIND WHICH WAS IN CHRIST. 



PHILIPPIANS H. 5. 
Let thU Tfdnd be in ^ou, which was also in Christ Jesus. 

i HE divine origin of Christianity may be evinced, by 
a countless variety of unanswered and unanswerable ar-* 
guments. Among these arguments, whiletherearemany 
better fitted to confound and silence ''the disputer of 
this world," there is perhaps not <me more calculated tb 
{NToduce and strengthen conviction in the honest in- 
quirer, than that which is deducible from the perfect 
suitableness of the Christian revelation to the consti- 
tution and circumstances, the weaknesses and wants, 
the tendencies and capabilities of fallen humanity. 

To perceive clearly, and feel strongly, the force of 
this species g£ evidence, a much deeper acquain- 
tance with human nature^ in its original principles and 
present state, and with the Christian revelation in its 
doctrines and precepts, is necessary, than the bulk ot 
mankind are eith^ possessed of, or inclined to acquire. - 
But while a profound knowledge, both of the consti- 
tution of man, and oi the revealed system in all its 
parts> is necessary to enable a man fully^tb appreciate 
the strength of diis argument, even a superficial ac- 
quaintance with these subjects, if it is but accurate so 
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far as it goes, is sufficient to produce a conviction that 
it is a very stroiig one. It is surely impossible for an 
unprejudiced mind^ not to perceive in the revealed 
system^ a wonderfully extensive and minute corres- 
pondence with the leading features of man's character 
and situation^ as a rational^ dependent^ free^ active, 
accountable^ religious^ improvable, immortal, guilty 
and depraved being ; and it is equally impossible to 
perceive this correspondence without drawing the con- 
clusion, that human nature and Christianity have a 
common Author, — ^that a system so suited to man could 
originate only with Him who " knowe^ our frame, 
for he hath made us." 

It is a persuasion of this truth which induces 
us to think, that there is no department of hu- 
man science, from which more extensive and va- 
luable contributions may be levied, for promoting 
the interests of Christian truth, than ^e phllos^hy 
of the human mind. When, by a strict adherence to 
those laws of induction, which have introduced so 
much light and order into the regicms of physical 
science, the facts in reference to man's intellectual, 
and moral, and social constitution, shall be accurate- 
ly ascertained and classified, the truth, beauty, and 
excellence of the Christian system, as suited to that 
constitution, will be placed in a new and most strik- 
ing point of light ; the natural consequence of whic^ 
will be, the exposure of the futility of the arguments 
and objections of infidels, and the production of an 
increased feeling of satirfaction and security in the 
' bosoms of reflecting believers. It would lead us into 
a wide but most interesting fi^ of discussion, to fol- 
low up the general remarks now made, by a variety 
of particular illustrations. 

Waving these illustrations, however important and 
interesting, as at present unseas<mable^ let me fix your 
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att^itkm for a little on die peculiar manner in which 
Christianity teaches moral truths and on its singular 
adaptation to the nature and situation of man. The 
view of human duty exhibited by Heathen moralists 
was not only radically defective and materially erro- 
neous^ but die manner of its exhibition was but little 
calculated to impress the mind, affect the heart, or 
influence the conduct. Abstruse reasonings about the 
fitness of things,— -general declamations about the 
beauty of virtue, — cold inanimate precepts of conduct, 
if not contradicted, at any rate very imperfectly ex- 
emplified in their own behaviour, — ^might, in some 
degree, exercise their pupils' faculties of reasoning 
and memory, and render them subtle disputants and 
pompous declaimers, but had little tendency to en- 
lighten their minds in the knowledge of moral truth, 
or to imbue their hearts with the love of moral excel- 
lence. It is far otherwise with the religion of the 
Scriptures. While the system of moral truth which 
they evolve is incomparably mcHre extensive and pure 
than that of the Heathen moralist, it is not, like his, 
couched in cold generalities^ in abstract uninteresting 
language. It ^' comes home to men's business and 
bosoms." It is deeply impressive, and it is perfectly 
intelligible. It derives this character principally, we 
ai^rehend, firom the circumstance of its being em- 
bodied and exemplified in the character and conduct 
of Jesus Christ We are not merely told what is right 
and what is wrong ; we have placed before us a per- 
son in our own nature, and in circumstances similar 
to ours, displaying every holy disposition, and per- 
forming every dutiful action, and we are called to 
contemplate, to admire, and to imitate; and as we 
are naturally most disposed to imitate those whom we 
love, this perfect pattern of excellence is one to whom 
we are infinitely indebted, and whom every principle 
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of dntj and gralitifde calls on us to i«giird with a 
rapreme alfection. So wefl suitod is Cfaristiam^, as 
a teachar of virtae^ to a bemg like man^ who is more 
easily taught by example than by prec^>— *wbo is 
more deeply affected by interesting fiiets, than by d[>* 
stract reasonings^ — and in whom the diqwsition to imi^ 
tate correspcmds in strength with the affection to the 
object of imitation. 

Into this train of reflecti<m^ — ^whidi will not be use* 
less if it lead us to a more attentive consida*ation c^ 
the internal evidences of Christianity^ an inexhaustible 
store of consolation and estal^lishment to the Christian, 
— I have been led, by observing the apostle> in the 
passage chosen as a subject of discourse, summing up 
the whole of the Christian's duty in one short com- 
prehensive maxim, *^ Let this mind be in you whk^ 
also was in Christ Jesus." 

At the table of the Lord> over the instituted syfiti- 
bols of his holy sufferkig humanity, we have just been 
avowing our confidenee ki the Redeem^'s atonement^ 
our submission to his authority, and our desire to be 
conformed to his image. It cannot surely be unsea- 
sonable, then, shortly to consider the mode <^ think* 
ing and feeling to whidi we have obliged oursdves^ by 
this solemn profession, and which cannot be more com« 
prehensively and energetically expressed than by the 
terms in the text, our " having the mind in us that 
was in Christ Jesus." I count, therefore, on your de* 
vout attention, while I, Jtrst, Explain, and, seeondfy, 
ExFORCE, the apostolic injunction, ''Let this mind 
be in you which also was in Christ Jesus." 

I. The word translated "mind ♦," is a term of very 
comprehensive meaning. It is descriptive both of the 

• ^{« fii^3»r, vide Schlcusncr. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Disc 1.3 TBS XmD WHICH WAS IN CRRfST. S73 

intdAectoal and the moral diaracter,«— ^yf the state both 
of the seiBCk»«sts and dispositions. The comnuind^ 
then, to ^' let that mind be in us which also was in 
Christ Jesus," is equivalent to an injunetion, to con^ 
form ourselves in the whole frame of our mind and tem- 
per to him j to form our opinions and dispositions on 
the model of hia; tltat so, thinking as he thought^ 
and feeling as he ^t, we may act as he acted. The 
duty enjoined, thus naturally divides itself into two 
psurts,*— the adoption of the sentiments,— «nd, the cul- 
tivation of the dispositions, which were diaracteristie 
of Christ Jesus, 

i^. To have that mind in us " whidi was in Christ 
Jesus," is to adopt his sentiments as our own. When 
two persons are i^eed in their opinion on any sub- 
ject, we say they are of the same mind. When we 
are called on, then, to be of the same mind as Christ 
Jesus, it plainly intimates, that our mode of thinking 
slumld be conformed to his. 

Our Lead's sentiments on many important subjects 
may be learned from his discourses sis recorded by the 
evang^cal histoorian. But these are not to be consi- 
dwed as the S(^e source from which our knowledge of 
our Lord^s mode of thinking is to be derived. What- 
ever is found in the apostolical writings is to be con- 
si<teed aa an infallible expression of the Saviour''' 
judgment. "We," says the apostle Paul, "we ha\ 
the mind of Christ *." The whole of th6 scripturi 
revelation is to be viewed in the same light. It is tb 
" word of Christ ;" and it was " the Spirit of Christ 
who was in the ancient prophets, and dictated to thehi 
their oracles t. 

Had no revelation been made respecting the great 



• X Cor. ii. 16. f Col. iii. 16. ; 1 Pet i. 1],. 
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principles of religion and morals, it would no dmibt 
have been the duly of man to have endeavoured^ by 
the diligent exercise of his own faculties, to discover 
as much as possible of the character and wiU of God, 
«nd he must have rested m those condusions, whidi, 
upon the whole^ iq»peared t» him most probable^ 
But, on the aipposition that God has made a revela*- 
tion of his will by Clnrist Jesus, and has put that re« 
velation int(» our hands, along with the most satisfac- 
tory evidence that it is what it professea to be, it is 
plain, that man's duty, as to the formation of reli- 
gious opinion, is reduced simply to the discovery of 
the meaning of this revelation, and the imreserved 
submission of the understanding to its dictates when 
discovered. This is to have ^^'the mind in us which, 
also was in Christ Jesus/' 

In some instances, the most unprejudiced inquirer 
into truth may find a difficulty in discovering what is. 
the sense of divine revelation with respect to a parti- 
cular subject. In this ca8e> hesitatimi is not only al- 
lowable, but praiseworthy ; for it is indeed ,the same 
principle which sets the mind completely at rest when 
the meaning of revelation is clearly discovered, and 
which prevents the formation of a fixed opinion while 
that meaning remains unknown, or iKut imperfectly 
discovered. These cases are, however, comparative- 
ly of rare occurrence ; and it may be laid down as a 
general principle, that it is our duty to adopt, with-*, 
out reserve, the views of truth exhibited in the word 
of Christ, in opposition equally to a proud depen- 
dence on the unassist:ed exertions of our own minds, 
and a base subjection to the authority o£ others^ 

. There are some men, who,, while they ^ofess to 
believe in the authority of the Scriptures as a well-au- 
thenticated revelation of the mind of Christ, receive- 
or reject its doctrines according to a self«f6rmed stan-«. 
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dard of what is true or fadse, retuKmable or absurd. 
They do not, p^haps, directly contradict the decla^ 
rstioDs of Scripture ; but they do the same thing in 
efiect^ by explaining away ^eir obvious meaning. 
This is not to hare " the mmd of Christ" in us^ but 
ta have a mind of our own. Such a mode ai. conduct 
is obviously not only criminal^ but absurd ; as we are 
far less liable to be deeeived in judgii^ of the evi- 
dence of a divine revelation^ than of the abstract 
principles o£ religious and moral truths and as it 
plainly implies in it, that what is acknowledged to 
be a divine revelation, is at once mmecessary and unfit 
to answer the purpose for which it was intended. 

Th^re are others who, professing to believe the Holy 
Scriptures to be the rev^ticm of tlie mind of Christ, 
seem yet afraid to receive the doctrines they teach, 
simply as they teach them, but must have them modi- 
£ed according to the views of individuals or bodies of 
aaen^ whom they have learned to consider as the stan* 
dards of mihodoxy. The question with them is not so 
much, what says the scripture on a particular subject, 
but how does such an individual or body of men inter- 
pret the scriptures ? This is not to have the mind of 
Christ, but the mind i^ other men in us. Such per- 
sons may be materially right, but they are forhaUy 
wrong. The principles they hold may be true, but 
they are not to them " the mind of Christ" They 
have ^' received for doctrines the commandments of 
men." 

In opposition to both these classes, he who ^^ lets 
the mind be in him which also was in Christ Jesus," 
endeavours to discover the true meaning of 'the Holy 
Scriptures, that he may thus know the mind of Christ ; 
and, having discovered it, he cheerfully acquiesces in 
it, Ijowever ii^consistent with his preconceived opii^ 
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nions^ the probabiUiies of reason^ ortbe authority of the 
wise and learned. He sits down at the feet of Jesoa, 
and learns the law at his mouth. He is disposed to 
say, with a truly great man^ " Frapoee me any thing 
out of this book, and require whether I believe or no, 
and seem it never so incomprehensible to human rea^ 
son, I will subscribe it with hand and heart, as know-^ 
ing no demonstration to be stronger than tliis, God 
hath said so, therefore it is true V 

In order to our minds being thus moulded into the 
form of Christian doctrine, it is necessary that we 
seek that faculty of sphritual apprehension, without . 
which the mind of Christ cannot be disc^ned ;— that 
we cultivate a serious and humble temper of mind ;<— • 
that we peruse the scriptures attentivriy, beMevinglj, 
and devoutly ;^*-^hat we improve all the means in oar 
power, for discovering the true meaning of the Holy 
Scriptures ; — ^that we earnestly seek, and confidently 
expect, the continued influence of the Holy Sprit >— 
and that we conscientiously apply the knowledge ob^ 
tained to the regulation of our tempers and con^ 
duett. 

The importance of this conformity of sentun^ts to 
Christ Jesus, has been very much imderrated by many 
professed Christians. The doctrine of the innocenor 
of etror has been strenuously maintained ; and we have 
been told, that if in our tamper and eonduet we re^ 
semble Jesus, it matters not much what our opinions 
be. Such sentiments originate in confined and con^ 
fused notions, both of human nature and Christian 
truth. In a being constituted like man, there is no 



• ChiUingworth. 

t John V. 39 ; Isa. xxxlv. le ; 1 John iy. 1 ; EpDu L IT, 18 ; 
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flecuring ngbt tempers and good oondttct^ bat by inu 
pUmtmg just smitiments. It is in the nature of thii^s 
impossible, that we should be con^onned to the dispo- 
gitioos and behaviour of Christ, but through the trans- 
forming influence of his doctrines. Hence the fr^ 
quent representations in scripture, of the importance 
ci a right state of the understandings as a necessarj 
means of producing a right state of the affectians and 
omduct. Hence the frequent declarations of the ne^* 
cessity and importance of knowledge and faith, and of 
the criminality and ^utal consequences of.ignoranoe 
and unbelief*. 

2d, To have that mmd in us which also was in Christ 
Jesus, is to cultivate those tempers and dispositions by 
which he was disdnguidi^d. It has been remarked^ 
by a very able writer, that ^' in the whole business of 
man's redemption, wonderful in all its parts, its begin* 
aing, its progress, and its completion, the most woik 
derful part of all is the diaraeier of Christ : a chara<s 
ter not exempt finom those feeUngs (^ smil and infiri* 
mities of body which reader m^i obnoxious to temp- 
tation, but in which the two principles of piety to God 
and good* will to mankind maintained such an ascen- 
dency ovar the rest, that they might seem by theniF^ 
selves to make the whole. This character, in whidi 
piety and benei^ence, upon all occasions, and in all 
circumstances^ overpowered all the infericnr passions, 
ia more incomprdiensible to the natural reason of the 
oamal man than the deepest mysteries-^-onore improba 
ble than the greatest miracles; of all the parts of th 
gospdi history, most trying to the evil heart c^ lin 
belief— -the very last thing which a ripened faith re- 
ceives, but of all things Ae most necessary to be well 



* The reader will do well to oonsuU the concluding paragraphs ok 
'^ Chalmers aa the Evidence and Authority of Revelati<BX.** 
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undorstood^ and finnly believed^ for tthe softenmg of 
the sinner's hearty for quelling the pride of human 
wisdom, and for bringing every thought and imagina* 
tion of the soul into subjection unto the righteousness 
ofGodV 

The tempers and diqK>sitions of our Saviour must 
be known in order to their being imitated; and 
though the knowledge of them is easy in comparis<m 
with the imitation of them, yet even a correct^ distinct 
concepticm of the moral character of Christ, as an ex- 
emplar to copy, is not to be obtained without close 
thought and serious meditation. The following hur- 
ried sketch may be in some degree usdPul for serv- 
ing this purpose r Ctaist Jesua was, in the strictest 
and bluest s^ise of the term, pious. He regarded 
his Father with suprane esteem and v^Qeration, con- 
fidence and love. Regard to his will was the ani- 
mating and regulating principle of all his conduct. 
He shrunk from no duty which he required, however 
difficult ; from ik> suffering, however severe, which he 
imposed. " I must work the work of him who s&at 
me. Not my will, but thine be done." With re** 
spect to the world, in the scriptural sense of that phrase, 
he maintained a noble superiority : Its frowns could 
not terrify, nor its latteries seduee him frcnn the path 
of duty ; its pleasures and ita power, its riches and its 
limiours, were m his estimation objects of no value : 
'^ He loved not the world, nor the diings which are in 
the world." With respect to n^ankind in general^ 
the temper of the Saviour was tendar pity and enligh«. 
tened benevol^icev He loved his^ neighbour as him- 
self. He looked not merely ^^ at his own things, but 
also at the things of others." While he condemnedL 
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enami^ he pitiecl the craunal^ and chetiahed towards 
the worst of his enemies feelings a£ £i>rgiveness and 
tenderness. His ^qposition towards h>s peculiar peo- 
ple may be summed up in one word — loYe : a love peK 
euliar in its nature and superlative in its degree ; a, 
love ^^thatpassethknowledgei" ^^.Pure^uid disinter 
rested in ita motivies^ the love of Christ bad solely for 
its end the happiness of those who ¥rere the objects of 
it. An equal sharer with the Almighty Father in the 
happiness and glory of the Godhead^ the Redeemer 
had no proper interest in the fate of fallen men. In- 
finite in ita comprehension^ his love emlnraced those 
who were his enemies ^ intense in its energy^ it incited 
him to assume a frail and mortal nature^ to undergo 
contempt and dea^. Constant in its operatioBs> in m 
agony the sharpest the hiunan mind was ever kiv>w9 
to sustain^ it maintained its vigour unimpaired^ Hav- 
ing loved hia own^ be loved them to the end.*." Such 
was the mind which was in Christ Jesus. 

Now, to have this mind in ub> is just ta cultivate 
and exercise these holy tempers and dispositions.. It 
is to cherish an habitual and supreme vena*ation and 
love for the Suprane Being ; to be tlmnkf]al for bene- 
fits ; submissive \m6ssr privations and afflictions; active 
in dmng and patient in sufferkig the will of God. It 
is to maintain the spirit of a pilgrim and a sojourner 
upon earth ; it is to be never unduly elated by world- 
ly prosperity^ nor unduly depressed by worldly ad 
versity ; it is to love all mankind as brethren^ and U 
cultivate a disposition to alleviate their sorrows^ anc 
add to th^r comforts, though at the expence of our 
individual interest and gvatiieation ; it is, in fine, so 
to '' love the brotherhood,'' as to be teady to lay dowja 
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our lires for those^ in whoM room imil for whose ad- 
Tation die Saviour ditd. 

If we would thua have the mind in us which also was 
in Christ, it is plainly necessary that we ^lould both 
have just and comprehensiTe views of the Saviour's 
diariK^ter, and be at once disposed and ambled to 
make that character the object of our imitation. In 
order to obtain the first of these, a careful study of the 
gospel histories is necessary. To enable us to form 
right judgments of the Saviour's character, i»obviou»- 
ly one great object for which the evangelical histories 
w^e written. The means which their authors, undar 
the direction of the H(Ay Spirit, make use of in order 
to gain this purpose, though admirably fitted for an« 
swering their end, are somewhat singular. They en- 
ter into no laboured detail of his intellectual emiow- 
ments or moral excellencies : They utter no lofiy pa- 
negyrics; they pronounce no eloquent encomiums: 
They are the historians^ not the eulogists of Jesus. 
Had mnah of the biography of Jesus been occupied 
in this way, the ingenui^ of infidelity would not 
have been slow in suggesting, that the partiality of 
friaidship had cast his defects into the shade, while 
his excellencies were brought into the foreground of 
the picture ; and it might have been suspected^ that, 
like some modem historians, the evai^elists had been 
less anxious to give an accurate portrait, than to dis- 
play to advantage their own ingenuity and eloquence. 
The method adopted by the evangelists precludes the 
possibility oi such a supposition. They give us aminute, 
simple, unadorned narrative of his actions, his doo- 
trines;^ and his sufferings ; ^y tell us what he did, 
and what he ssad, and how he su&red. They do not 
so much give us a picture of the Saviour's character, 
as present us with the materials for forming such a 
picture for ourselves. In consequence of this pecu« 
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heaitj, of all histories^ the gospels require to be read 
with the closest attention^ if we would derive ^om 
^em all the in^jrmation respecting the character of 
Christ which they are intended and calculated to com- 
municate. And he who does read the evangelical his- 
tOTians with the requisite attention^ will find his la- " 
foour richly rewarded. He will often find a simple in* 
ddent^ an apparently accidental expression, opening 
up a most unexpected and delightftd view of the Sa- 
Tiour's character.— Our study of the Saviour's charao- 
ter must be marked by a desire to copy it. We must 
not be like the mere spectator, who admires a beauti- 
ful specimen of penmanship; we must be like the 
scholar, who studies it as an example which he is to en- 
deavour to copy as closely as possible. This character 
of Christ is not merely an object to admire, but a mo- 
del to imitate. 

More however is necessary, much more than a just 
and comprehensive view of our Saviour's moral excel- 
lence, in order to our having the mind in us which 
also was in him. We must be at once disposed and 
enabled to cultivate the holy tempers and dispositions 
•which were characteristic of our Lord Jesus. For this 
disposition and ability we must be indebted to the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit It is only by the effectual 
operation of the personal Spirit of Christ, that we can 
be formed to the temper and disposition of Christ : It 
is by his influence that we are ** created anew in Christ 
Jesus to good works." If, then, we would wish tc 
have the mind of Christ in us, let us be solicitous tt 
have the Spirit of Christ in us. And how is« this bles&» 
ing to be obtained ? By fervent, humble, believing 
prayer : " If ye being evil know how to give good gifts 
to yoiur children, how much more will your FathcTi 
who is in heaven, give the Holy Spirit to those who 
ask him ? Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, aiid ye 
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shall find ; knocks and it shall be <^ned unto you : 
for every one that asketh receiveth> and he that seek- 
eth findeth^ and to him that knockethit shall be open* 
ed." 

U. The second object which we prc^iosed to prose- 
cute in this discourse^ was the enforcement of the apos- 
tdic injunction^ " Let this mind be in yoa whidi also 
was in Christ Jesus." Here I might bring forward 
■separately the motives whidi urge us to adopt the Sa- 
viour's sentiments, and cultivate the Saviour's disposi- 
tions. I might shew, that we ought to maintain the 
same sentiments as Christ Jesus, for they are true, im- 
portant, and necessary ; and that we ought to cherish 
the same tempers, for they are enjoined by God, and 
4ire essential to our true happiness. As such an illus- 
tration would, however, by its length, necessarily 
trespass on your patience, I shall content myself with 
a more general recommendation of conformity to the 
mind of Christ, by shewing that it is at once dutiful, 
honourable, pleasant, and advantageous. 

1st, We ought to let the mind be in us which also 
was in Christ Jesus, for this mode of conduct is dutifuL 
To prove this, it is only necessary to repeat the text, 
and to remember, that " all scripture is given- by in- 
^iration of God." But, as we are very apt to forget 
what we do not deny, and to neglect what we do not 
refuse, it becomes necessary to dwell on the evidence 
of undenied truth, and multiply motives to acknow- 
ledged duty, 

AH that Christ — a w^ll-^aceredited divine messexfe- 
g^r— reveals must be true, and therefore we ought 
to believe it : All the dispositicms of the incarnate 
Son of God must be right, and therefore we ought 
to cherish them. Every argument, then, which en- 
forQe^ the belief of what is true in senjim^ent, and th« 
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ctthiyation of wiiat is esdmaUe and amiaUie in charao* 
ter^ urges to conf<»nnily to our blessed Lord^-i-Thss 
was tile great design of God in his choice of men to 
salvation : ^^ For whom he did foreknow^ he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son." 
This was one great design of our Saviour's incarnation 
and sufferings : " Christ also suffered fcur us^ leaving 
us an example to follow his steps." — Nor is this all ; 
Uie duty is expressly enjoined, not only in the text, 
but in other passages of Soripture : " Follow me/' was 
the ordinary language in which Christ himself invited 
men to become his disciples. '^ If any man," says he, 
^' would become my disciple, let him deny himself, 
take up his cross, and follow me." "Forasmuch, 
then," says the Apostle Peter, " as Christ hath suffer- 
ed for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with 
the same mind, that ye no longer should live ^e rest 
of your time in the flesh, to the lusts of men, but ta 
the will of God." 

2d, We ought to let the mind be in us which also 
was in Christ Jesus, for this mode of conduct is truly 
honourable. It is accounted honoiurable among men> 
to ipaintain the same sentiments as the wise and learn- 
ed, and to be distinguished by the same manners as 
the great and noble. To have the same mind in us as 
was in Christ, must then be honourable. He is the 
greatest, the wisest, and the best of beings : He is, as 
Mediator, the Governor of the universe ; and, as to his 
pre-existent nature, he is " God over all, blessed for 
evar." As to his divinity. He is the only wise Gpd ; 
and, as Mediator, " in him are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge." He is the " Wonderful 
Counsellor;" aU ^t is great, glorious, and lovely. 
To resemble the great ones of the earth, is often a real 
disgrace ; but to be like Christ, is truly great aud hoi^ 
nourable : for this renders us " great in the sight of 
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the Ixnrd^" and secures a large measure of ^^ the ho* 
nour that cometh down horn above*" 

Sd, We ought to let the mind be. m us whidi also 
was in Christ Jesus> for this mode of conduct is pro» 
ductive of the truest pleasure. Man is so constituted^ 
as that a very pure and exquisite pleasure is the result 
of the knowledge and belief of what is true> and the 
love and practice of what is right. Indeed^ he is so 
constituted, that he can have no real rational enjoy* 
ment without these. ^* Truly light is sweet, and a 
pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun." 
Still more sweet is the perception of truth to the re* 
generated mind ; still more pleasant is the love of ex- 
cellence to the regenerated heart : ^^ In the keeping of 
God's commandments there is great reward. Wis- 
dom's ways are pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace." 

There is a superadded pleasure arising from the cir- 
cumstance, that in this knowledge and belief of the 
truth, and in this holy frame of temper, we are con- 
formed to Christ. In walking along a road, in itseif 
agreeable, and leading to scenes still more delightful^ 
our pleasure is increased by. the recollection, that our 
best friend trod this path before us — ^that he opened 
it up for our advantage — that he intended us to walk 
in it— -and that, by pursuing it, we shall in due. time 
reach our Father's house, where that best Friend is 
waiting for us, to welcome us to the enjoyment of 
the happiness he has prepared for us. 

In yielding up our understandings to the obedience 
of faith, we obtain rest from the perplexities of doubt ; 
and, in surrendering all our active powers to the trans- 
forming influence of the Divine Spirit, we obtain rest 
from the turbulence of malignant and impure passion: 
^* The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
keeps the mind and heart through Christ Jesus," 
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*^ Peace/' says Jesus to all who have the same mind 
is.them^ " Peace I leave 3rou ; my peace I give unfio 
jrou; n<^ as the world giveth^ give I unto ymi." "To 
ibe wieked," who are strangers to thift mitid^ " Aem 
ii xio p^ace." And> in the experience of^ the saints it 
:vili he founds that the larger mettnire he possesses 
of the mind (ji Cfirist, he is kept in die more pexfieet 
peace and tranquil happiness. 

4dh, We ought to let the mind be in us which also 
vms m Christ Jesus^ far it is v^y advantageous. Con- 
fiirmity to Christ is at once absolutely necessary and 
completely sufficient, to secure for a man all the ad- 
vantages whi<^ flow from an assurance c^ his being 
interestsd in the divine favour : " If any man has not 
the Spirit of Christy he is none of his." If anymanhas 
the Spirit 4i£ Christy he is one of his. Who does not 
perc^ve^ how numerous andJmportanib are the advai>- 
tages which result from a weUUgroUnded convic^on 
i}i«t we are the objects ot the undbanging love of God? 
Now^all tl^ese belong to the mtai m wham the mind 
of Christ is^ and belong to him just iii proportion as 
he resembles his Lord. 

Ccmfonniity to Christ is advantageoitt> finr it fits us 
fyr heaven. Without this mind being in ua^ heav^ 
would be no heav^i to us. Without this mind we 
qiwa^aat be admitted into the celei^ial mai^ons. With 
it, we. cannot be excluded &om them : '^ Without ho- 
liness no man can see the Lord ;" and with holiness^ 
no man can be deprived of the beatific vision. 

How advantageous, even in reference to the con- 
cams of the present state, is conformity to the Sa^ 
viour !— How happy would individuals, families, 
churches, nations be, if the mind which was in Christ 
were but universally prevalent ! If the same just 
sentiments about God and man, time and eternity, 
were universally entertained-»and the same patient. 
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self-denying^foirbearing^ generous^ public-spirited tem- 
per^ universally cheridbed^ earth would be transfcnrm- 
ed into a resemblance of heaven-^paradise would 
be restored— wars and dissensions would cease for 
eveiv— security and peace would establish their trail* 
quil and permanent d<»ninion — man^ the brother^ 
would live the fHend of man — God would be gk»rified^ 
and mankind would be happy. 

Thus^ Christians^ have you heard your duty explain* 
ed, and the motives which urge you to its performance 
briefly illustrated. What remains^ then> but that, in 
humble dependence on that bless^ Spirit^ Wh6 irra* 
diated with perfect light the understanding of Jesus, 
and adorned his soul with all the beauties of holiness, 
and whose enlightening and purifying influences are 
&eely promised to all who ask them, you go forward 
in a constant endeavour to obtain a more and more ac- 
curate resemblance in your mode of thinking and fed* 
ing to that of your Saviour ; that thus you may exhibit 
a fair and still improving copy of the graces and vir« 
tues which rendered his life and his death so illustrious. 
Thus wUl you honour your Lord—- make sure your call* 
ing and election-*i4nd acquire a fitness for mingling in 
the closest fellowship, through eternity, with Christ 
Jesus, and his divine Father and Spirit, to whom be 
ascribed infinite and undivided honour. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE II. 

THS CHftlSTIAK EXHORTED AND ENCOURAGED TO 
EXERTION. 



8 CHftONlCLSS XV» 7* 

Be strong, therefore, and let not yomr hands be weak: 
for your work shall be rewarded* 

Or tbow good and gireat men -who, in their respeo 
ttre periods^ Were '^ iJie lights c^the world"— who^ de^ 
Toting the best gifts of heaven to the best purposes^ 
oontributed by their talents and virtues to theinstrue- 
tioD> moral improvement, and happiness of their feL- 
low men, it is but a small proportion whose names^ 
and a still smaller whose works, have survived their 
own age, and come down to excite the admiration and 
daim the gratitude of succeeding generations. Thia 
&ct is easily accounted for. These men have, for the 
most part, been heedless <^ human applause. The 
object of their ambition was something infinitely 
higher than mortal fame--*'^ the honour which cometfi 
down from above," the approbation of their God. 
Content with being good and useful, ihey left it to 
others to run the race and wear the laurels of earthly 
renown. On the other hand, an ignorant and unthink^ 
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ing world were indisposed to attend to^ and incapable 
of estimating rightly the worth of their character^ and 
the importance of their labours ; and, obstinately at- 
tached to their foolish and criminal pursuits, they will* 
ingly consigned to oblivion both their reprovers and 
reproofs. 

It is owing to these, and similar causes, that so many 
great and good men are entirely forgotten ; and, but 
for the unperceived, yet frequently very powerful hu 
fluence of their exertions on the minds of those with 
whom they were connected, are as if they had never 
been. Their memorial is perished from the earth..— 
Yet shall they be " held in everlasting remembrance." 
Their names, though not inserted in the records of 
worldly honour, are " written in the Lamb's book of 
life." They " honoured God, and he will honour 
them." " They turned many to righteousness, and 
they shall shine as stars in the firmament for ever and 
ever." 

It cannot be doubted, that of those prophets whom 
God raised up for the ins^ucticm of the Jewish chnrdk, 
as well as of those ministers whom he raised up for 
die instruction of the Christian church, there went 
many thousands, venerable for their piety, respectftib 
ble for tiieir talents, and highly useful in thdr sCa* 
tions, of whose very names we are totally igtaorant : 
Of many mpre we know nothing but the nani» : Of 
a much less considerable number we have some alen^ 
der memorial: and of a v^ few we have Ml deli* 
neations of their characters, and extensive spejCiMens 
of their labours. In these dispensations we may no* 
tice, and ought to adcnre, the sovereignty of Divii^ 
Providence, who does what he wills with his own, anid 
who distributes posthumous honour and useftdt^w 
on principles certainly wise, just, and good, but to ut 
altc^l^er inscrutable. 
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Of the Prophecies of Isaiah^ Jeremiah^ and Esekiel, 
we have conaiderable rolumes : Of Micaiah and Gad 
we know little more than that they were prqshets ; 
while Nathan, Obadiah, and some others, hold a kind 
of intermediate station — slender portions of their pro- 
phetic instructions having found a place in the inspir- 
ed canon. To this third class belongs Azariah, Ae 
son of Oded, froin whose short and solitary recorded 
prophecy^ I have chosen the subject of Uie present 
disooursev 

The wmrds of the text are the conclusion of a sol^oui 
and animated address, delivered by Asariah under the 
impulse of inspiration, to the pious Asa, on his Return 
frcMU the miraculous overthrow of Zerah the Cushite, 
and his prodigious army. The prophet assures the 
mcmarch and^ his people of the* ccmtinued protection 
and blessing of Jehovah, if they remained faithful to 
their duly^ — ^puts 'them in mind of the dilapidated 
state in which the true religion had for a long period 
been,-^points out the necessity of an immediate and 
thorough reformation, — and concludes all with the ex- 
hortation in the text, '^ Be strong, and let not your 
hands be weak : for your work shall be rewarded." 
Without doubt) these words have a primary reference 
to Asa^ and the pec^le of Judah and Benjamin, in the 
particular conjuncture at which they were spoken. 
They are an exhortation to activity, vigour, and per- 
severance, in the great work of national reformation, 
enforced by a declaration, that their labours should 
be crowned with an abundant rewards It is obvious, 
however, that thfey admit of a wider application, and 
that both the conunand and -the encouragement may, 
without impropriety, be considered as addressed to 
men and saints in every country and age. 

In this avowedly accommodated sense I shall consi- 
der it in the subsequent part of thi^ discourse, in -^vhich 
N 
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your attention shall be successively directed to the 
DUTY ENJOINED^ " Be Strong^ and let not your hands 
be weak ;" and to the motive proposed^ '* Your 
work shall be rewarded/' 

. I. I do not know^ if, in the whcde compass of in- 
c|iired soripture^ there is to be found an injunction so 
frequently repeated^ as that to which your attention 
is now to be directed: *^Be strong," said Moses to 
Joshua, when he publicly declared him his successor ; 
a|id the same laconic exhortation was repeated inune- 
diately from heaven, when he entered on the dis« 
charge of the duties of his office *. '^ Be thou strong," 
said David to Solomon, when he gave him his last ad- 
vice respecting his conduct as a man and a king f . 
'^Be strong," is a part of the evangelical message, ac- 
cording to the prediction of the evangelical prophet j;. 
" Be strong, O Zerubabel ; be strong, O Jeshua ; be 
strong, all ye people of the land," was the command 
pf God by the Prophet Haggai to the restorers of the 
temple ||. '' Be strong," is the injunction of the Apes** 
tie Paul on his son Timothy, and on the Corinthian 
and Ephesian believers §. A mandate so frequently 
repeated by men who spoke as they were moved l^ 
the Holy Ghost, must be important, and an enquiry 
Uito its meaning cannot surely be deficient either in 
interest or instruction. The divine injunction is by 
no means obscure. It obviously enjoins alacrity in 
undertaking, activity in prosecuting, perseverance in 
continuing, a course of dutiful conduct. The general 
command, '^ Be strong," implies in it an injunction to 
acquire those principles and dispositions in which 



• Dcut xxxi. 7. Josh. L 7. f 1 Chron. xxviii. 10. 

X Isa. xxxT. 4. II Hag. ii. 4. 

§ 1 Cor. xvi. 13. Eph. vL 10. 2 Tim. ii 1. 
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moral stareagih and spiriJtual Vigour consist ; and to 
dttpUy those principles in their appropriate onployw 
nent/ of performing duty> resisting enemies^ and en« 
doling affliction; The duty enjoined^ then^ seems to 
be twofold — ^first, the acquisition ; and^ secondly, the 
exertion of spiritual strength. 

- IH, The ccNnmand, '^Be strong/' enjoins the ac« 
qnii^ment of spiritual strength. Were a person worn 
ant by disease addressed in these words, '^ Be strong/' 
the most rational course which he could adopt, in 
order to c<Hnply with the advice, would be carefully to 
use every means which premised to re-establish hia 
health and restore his vigpui-. The applicatio^^ of the 
raoQuurk to the moral i^te of mankind is obvious and 
easy. 

That men are naturally destitute of all moral vi« 
gour^ all spiritual straigth— ^that they are morally in- . 
capable^ or, in other words> very strcmgly indii^s* 
ed, to perform actions acceptable to God, is most de* 
ddedly the doctrine of scripture. " Without strength, 
dead in trespasses and sins/' are the expressive appel* 
lations given in scripture to all men in their natural 
state: ^^They who are in the flesh cannot please 
GodV 

This moral inabiHty s^ems owing to two causes^— i 
the divine curse, and the d^i&vity of human nature: 
'^All men have sinned," and, of course, are under 
ike curse which God has denounced against all the 
transgressors of his law. To this most hbly and rigb 
teous ordinance of heav^, I impute no active energ; 
in paralysing, the native powers of the human mind 
but, without doubt, the object of the divine curs. 



Rom. ¥, 6. Eph. ii. 1. Rom. viii. 8. 
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cannot be the subject of that diyme inflnaiee, itiaxh 
is the sole source immoral goodness in created minds. 
The divine curse cuts off, as it were, the supj^es of 
the divine life, and man, of course, continues " dead 
in trespasses and sins." It is thus that " the law is 
the strength of sin." It is, however, to the depravitf 
of man's nature— to the wilful delusions of his under- 
standing-*-and the determined wickedness of his hearty 
that man's moralinability is to be traced as its operative 
cause. It is because men wiU not do their duty that 
they cannot do it: '' Ye will not come to me, that ye 
might have life." 

From this view of the subject it is plain, that in or^ 
da* to our acquiring spiritual v%our, two things are 
necessary — ^we must obtain deliverance from the divine 
curse, and we must be '^ renewed in the ^irit of our 
minds." I trust none of you are igncMcant o£ the man* 
ner in which these blessings are to be obtained.; yet, 
as it is scarcely ipossible to present the truth on thia 
subject too frequently to the mind, I shall state the 
leading doctrines of the Christian scheme of restonii* 
don :— -'' Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, having hitnself become a curse folr us. Whcn^ 
we were without strength, in due time Christ died £ot 
iikke ungodly. God, sending his Son in the likeness of 
sinful fledi, and a sin-offering, has condemned sin ia 
the flesh.; whidb the law could not do, in that it was 
weak dirough th^ flesh." By faith in Christ Jesus^ 
we are '^ made the righteousness of God in him," and 
become partakers <^ all the blessings which he has 
procured by his death. Grod, well pleased with him, 
and with us in him, " blesses us with heavenly and 
spiritual blessings ;'* and, among these blessings, one 
of the first and most important is spiritual ability, a 
disposition and a power to do our duty. This is cmnm 
ferred through the agency of the Holy Ghost enlight- 
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ening the understanding in the knowledge of t^th^ and 
inclining the heart to the love of goodness. We are 
^' bom again of the Spirit— «aved by the washing of 
regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost." 
" Sin no longer reigns in our mortal bodies. We yield 
no more our members to sin, as the instruments of 
unrighteousness ; but we yield ourselves to God, as 
those who are alive firom the dead, and our members 
to him as the instruments of righteousness." 

But if the communication of spiritual strength be 
entirely the work of God, how can we, who are dead 
!n trespasses and sins, with consistency be exhorted 
to be strong by acquiring spiritual vigour ? This is a 
difficulty which arises from confounding together the 
ideas of physical strength and moral ability, than 
which no two ideas can be more distinct ; and from 
arguing from what is true in the one case, to what is 
true in the other. The difficulty is not to be got rid 
of, as has sometimes been^attempted, by merely saying, 
that, though man cannot acquire spiritual vigour, he 
can use the means of acquiring it ; but by asserting the 
plain truths, that an indispositi<m to do what is our 
duty can never excuse us from its performance— ^that 
arguments and motives are the means suited to our 
rational nature for ur^g us to a particular mode of 
conduct— and that it is through their medium that 
that divine influence is usually communicated, ^' which 
works in us both to wiU and.to do of God's good plea- 
sure V 



* I am gbd to hare it in my power to lay before my readers the 
amiitnmtg of the most doqvent of Uving preaehev, and, to say the 
Isaac, one of the most profound of liring theologians, on this highly 
ip^ortant sobjeet. ^ Prom the moral impotence which die oracles iS 
milk aseiibe to man in his fidlen state, -a eertain dass of divines were 
f^daeed to ditido moral and religioiia dnties into two classes natural 
sod spiiitHsl f joomprdiending under the latter those whicb require 
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The continuance and the increaae of spiriinal vi«- 
gour flow from the same copious sources of blessing 
as its eommencement^ — ^the atonement and the grace 
of the Redeemer. " Without him" the most accom- 



gpiritual or supernatural assistance to their performance, and under the 
former those whidi demand no such assistance. Agreeable to this dis- 
tinction, they conceiyed it to be the duty of all men to 'abstain ftonn 
the outward acts of sin — toread the scriptures— to frequent the wonhip 
of God — and to attend with serious assiduity on the means of grace i 
but they supposed that repentance, faith in Christ, and the exorcise of 
genuine intenial devotion, were obligatory only on the regenerate 

*'*' These conclusions were evidently founded on two assumptions ; 
first, that the Impotence which the Scriptures ascribe to the unr^^- 
nerate is free from blame, so as to excuse them from all the duties 
to which it extends, whereas, in truth, the inability under which 
the unconverted labour is altogether of a moral nature, consisting in 
the corruption of Ae will, or an aversion to things of a spiritual and 
divine nature ; that it is in itself criminal, and is so far from affocd* 
ing an excuse for what would otherwise be a duty, that it stamps 
with its own character all its issues and productions, 

<^ Another principle assumed as a basis by tl^e Hi^ Galvihistt is, 
that the same things cannot be the duty of man and the gift of God ; 
or, in other words, that what is matter of promise can on no occasion 
be the matter of obligation. The consistency of the promises and 
conmiands in question, arises from the matter of each being of a mo- 
ral nature. If we will allow ourselves to reflect, we shall perceive, 
that the will, and the will only, is the proper object of command ; 
and that an agent is no otherwise -accountable, or susceptible of mo- 
ral government, than as he is the subject of voluntary powers. We 
shaU fdso perceive, that the disordered state of the will, or the radi- 
cal indisposition of an ag^t to comply widi legitimate commands, 
which is the same thing, by no means exempts hitp from their obligja. 
tion, nor tends in the least degree to render the addressing such com. 
mands to him absurd or improper. That they will not be complied 
with while that disordered state subsists is true, but legitimate oom^ 
mands, enforced by proper sanctions, are amongst the strcmgest mo- 
tives ; that is, they tend in their own nature to incline the will, and 
therefore they cannot be withheld without virtually relinquidiing the 
claim of authority and dominion.*' — Hall's (of Leicester) Preface to 
Hall's (of Amsby) Help to Zion*8 Travdler, — It is a profound re- 
mark of the same great man, that the radical principle both of Pe. 
kgianism and Hyper-Calvinism is, that moral ability is the rule ot 
oldigation t *•*• « position which, when the terms are accurately de- 
fined and cleared of their ambiguity, conducts us to this very extra- 
Qkdinary oonduaion, thai men on nHged iojutt a$ much of their dut^ 
at they are inclined to,** 
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pUj^ed Christian '' can do nothing/' If he is '^ strong/' 
it is only in the grace which is in the Lord Jesus. 
This increase of spiritual vigour is to be sought for in 
the exercise of faith and prayer^ and in the conscien« 
tious use of that degree of spiritual energy already 
obtained. ^' Even the youAs may faint and be weary, 
and the young men may utterly fail ; but they who 
wait on the Lord «hall renew their strength, they shall 
mount up oii wings like eagles, they shall run and 
not weary, they shall walk and not faint." 

2d, The command, '* Be strong," enjoins the exer- 
tion of spiritual strength. All the faculties which God 
is pleased to con^r on his creatures are intended to be 
employed. He does nothing either in the natural or 
in the moral world in vain. Has he formed mankind 
capable of acquiring knowledge ? it is his will that 
they should acquire it. Has he given them the capa- 
city of communicating knowledge ? it is his will they 
should communicate it. In like manner, when he 
has by his Spirit produced a moral ability to do his 
^riU— ..when ti6 has ^ worked in men both to will and 
ta do of his good pleasure," it is his intention that 
these new moral faculties should be exerted, and that 
ihey who are possessed of them should be " fruitful 
in every good wwk." The three principal ways in 
which the Christian is called on to exert his spiritual 
vigour, are, the discharge of active duty — ^the resist- 
ance of spiritual adversaries^— and the endurance of ap- 
pointed trials. 

The duties incumbent on the Christian are nume- 
rous and important. He owes many duties to his Goci 
-^many to himself— «nd many to his brethren of man- 
kind. These duties, though in themselves most rea-' 
sonable, and to a perfectly holy being easy and de- 
lightfal, are yet, in consequence of the remaining cor- 
ruption of bis nature, and the peculiar circumstances 
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of his situation, frequently attended witb Tery oond- 
dorable difficulty. When he contemplates the nimdber 
and importance of his duties, and contrasts with them 
his own deficiencies and weakness, his heart is apt to 
fail him, and his hands to hang down in hc^less in« 
action. He is in danger of neglecting them altoge-* 
tijier— of discharging them in a slovenly maimer— of 
attending only to a part of them— or of abandoning 
them while yet unfiniAed. In these circumstances, 
the Christian must '^ be strong"— -call forth into ac* 
tion all the energies of his new nature — aiu} look up 
to heaven for r^iewed supplies of spiritual vigour. 
Let him not waste his strength in uncoinmanded exer* 
tions. Let him not rashly engage even in a good 
work, to which he is not called. Such heedlessness 
is usually and justly punidied by i^lure. But, when 
I^ainly called to follow a particular line of conduct, 
let no apparent difficulties prevent bis entering up<m 
it. Though commanded to demolish ^e walls of Je» 
richo by the blast of rams' horns, let not the seemiiig 
inadequacy of the means prevent their enjiloyment. 
Though ordered to stretch forth a withored hand, let 
not the hopelessness of the exertion prevent the at- 
tempt being made: Weak in himself, let him ''be 
strong in the Lord," and say with the apostle, '' I can 
do all things dirough Christ, who strengthens mew" 

Nor must the Christian di^lay his spiritual vigour 
merely in Ixddly entering on the perfonnance of onn- 
manded duty. He must not only do what is requir- 
ed, but he must do it in the manner required. He 
must not confine his attention to those parts of Chris* 
tian duty which are comparatively easy,— correspond- 
ing with his interests and habits ; his spiritual vigour 
must be manifested in the performance of those duties 
most opposed to his interests, and most abhorrait to 
his feelings. He must '^ mortify his members which 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



pkC II.3 AND BK COURAOID TO BX1RTI«N. 99? 

are upon die eenb, and crucify die fleth, widi itt af- 
fections and lusts." He must not ddf part widi what 
he perce i ve s and feels to be an incumbrance^ he must 
cut off a ri^t hand^ and pludi out a right eye^ when 
duty requires the sacrifice. 

Farther, the Christian must discover spiritual vi* 
goor in the perseverance of his dutiful exerdons. 
''I%e Christian race," to use the figure of an accom- 
plished female writflr> ''is not to be run at a few 
heats *." It is a constant jirQgressive movement^ cenw 
mensurate with our lives. It is always " the race set 
before us." The same dudes are constandy recurring* 
, What was done yesterday must be done to-day> and 
to«m<nrrow, and ev«ry succeeding day of our lives. 
The Christian is in danger of becoming ''weary of 
w^«ddmg." But he must ''be strong/' and press 
fixrward :. " Fdrgetdng the things which are bdiind^ 
he must reach forth to those which are before, and 
press to'the mark, for die prise of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus." 

The enemies of the Christian's salvation are nume- 
rous and powerful. Within, he has " an evil heartof 
unbelief tempting him to depart from the living God :" 
He has carnal affections and unruly passions, a dark- 
ened mind and a perverse heart, to contend with. 
Without, die world assaults him bodi by its smiles 
and its frowns^— 4ts allurements and its terrors. Death 
threatens to overwhelm him, and his " adversary the 
4evil goedi about like a roaring lion, seeking whom, 
he may devcmr." In resisting diese enemies, the ex- 
ercise of spiritual vigour is absolutely necessary. • The 
Christian must " be strong." A better commentary 
on the prophet's words,- in this view of themu cannot 
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be ccmceiYed^ than the exhortation of Ae xpoatie,'^ 
" Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and 
in the power <^ his might. Put on the whole armour 
of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil ; for we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities and powers, i^ainst the rulers 
of the darkness c^ this world, against spiritual wick- 
ednesses in high places. Wherefore, take to you the 
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to with- 
stand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
Stand, therefore, having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breast-plate of righteou»-t 
ness, and your feet shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace ; above all, taking the shield of faith, 
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salva- 
tion, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God." However mftch he may suffer in the con- 
flict, he must enter into no terms with the enemies of 
his salvation. In his greatest distresses let his lan*^ 
guage be-^'^ Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy t 
when I fall I shall arise, when I sit in darkness, the 
Lord shall be a light to me." The battle may be ob-. 
stinate, but, if thus conducted, ultimate victory is se- 
cure. The Christian shall be made '^moPe than a 
conqueror, through Him who loves him.** 

The endurance of affliction, is the third ^Dercise 
which calls for the vigOTous exertion of spiritual, 
strength. Affliction is the' general lot of mortals^ 
'^ Man who is 'born of a woman is of few days, and. 
full of trouble : he cometh forth as a flower, and is 
cut down ; he flieth also as a shadow, and continueth 
not." The saint has his full share of the evils of life : 
'^ Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth^ and he 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth." Spiritual 
vigour is not less necessary to enable us to sufler well 
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than to act welL Affliction^ especially if it is long 
continued^ has a tendency to subdue the spirits^ and 
to weaken the mind. There is a species of strength 
of mind under affliction, which, so far from being a 
duty, is a great crime : a refusing t6 bend under the 
hand of the Almighty — a'*^ despising the chastening of 
God." Against this stubborn, untameable temper, 
the Christian must carefully guard. He must ^' hear 
the rod, and him who appoints it." He must " hum- 
ble himself under the mighty hand of God." He 
must not *^ despise the chastening of the Lord ;'^ but 
neither ought he to " faint when he is rebuked of him." 
However severe, however long continued the affliction, 
he must patiently bear it. He must endeavour even 
to ^'^ rejoice in tribulation, knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience, and patience experience, and expe- 
rience hope." In this respect, as in every other, the 
Apostle Paul is a fit model for the Christian to copy : 
" There, was given to me," says he, " « thorn in the 
flesh, a messenger of Satan, to buffet me. For this 
thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart 
from me ,* and he said unto me. My grace is sufficient 
for thee, and my strength shall be made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly, therefore, will I rather glory 
in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest on 
me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in re- 
proaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses, 
for Christ's sake ; for when I am weak, then am I 
strong." Afflicted Christian, go t^ou and do likewise 

11. Having thus illustrated the duty enjoined, tli 
acquisition and exertion of spiritual vigfour, I prticee 
to the consideration of the motive by which tlie itv 
junctibn is enforced— *' Be strong, and let not jouf ' 
hands be weak, for your work shall be nt* 

WARDED." 
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There is auch a tendency in the depraved hmnaa 
inind^ to consider benefits received in the light of a 
debt due to us by heaven for services performed by 
ua, that there is need oi peculiar cauticm and accuracy 
in stating some of the principles oi the Christian insti- 
tution^ lest they should^ by a perverted ingenuity^ be 
construed as authorising this mistaken and most dan^ 
gerom view of matters. Among those principles 
which are so liable to misconception^ the doctrine of 
rewards for duty holds a omspicuous place. By in- 
coi^ect exhibitions of this confessedly impcnrtant doG« 
trine^ the whole system of truth respecting man's sal- 
vation has been obscured and misrepresented ; and in 
opposition to the apostle, whp d^lares, that " by grace 
are we saved/* men have been led to expect everlast* 
ing happiness, not as a boon from the self*moved ben^-r 
volence, but a merited recompense/for the:k exertions 
from the justice of heaven. 

The doctrine of merit is equally indefensibly on the 
principles of reason-aiid revelation : " Can man be pro-* 
fitable to God> as he who is wise is profitable to him. 
self?" Can a rational creature, even in his best es* 
tate, do mo^e than is his duty to do ? and if so, where 
is his merit ? The highest angel, the purest seraph^ 
has no merit. He owes his happiness, not to hims^l^ 
but to the bounty of his Maker. And shall man-^-a. 
worm, a rebel, a condemned, and at best a pardoned 
traitor— shall he, for a i]aoment, cherish the preud 
thought of making God his debtor, or of obtainm^ 
happiness from any source, but the undeserved, sel^ 
originating goodness of the Divinity ? If diere is a, 
truth revealed explicitly in scripture, it is this, that^dl 
the good whidbi man receives, either in the present- or 
in a future state, from a breath of air, or a drop of wa- 
ter, to the high endowments and rapturous enjoyments 
of the blessed in heaven^ all, all proceeds from the pa« 
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f or Ae grate ai the Sovereign Jdiovalu Fron 
the jnstio&of keeren, mao, Tiewed m a ftUen creature^ 
in any stage of hit exiftence^ deaenret nothing but 
penJJiment;— If he is spaied and pardoned, accepted 
«id saTed, not to him^ but to his merdftd God, hia 
compaaaionate ^edeemmr, mos^ be. aacrijbed all the 

Still, however^ k cannot be deniiec^ and it ought not 
to be concealed, that in the acriptnret we firequently 
fbd the benefits bestowed on saints re p re s ented as re* 
wards. Moses " looked for the recompense of reward." 
God is said to ''recompense'^ to hia afflicted people • 
^'^rest wiA ^e aposdes." And, in the passage be« 
fere U8^ the command ''be strongs" it enforoed by a 
promise that dutiful exertion shall be abundantly 
rewarded. Ilie idea iitfended to be conveyed by 
these, and similar eaqpressions, cannot be, that the 
blessings are merited by the exertion to whidi ihey 
are promised as* a reward. The connection establish-* 
ed between the exartion and the blessing, isa connect 
tion originating in sovereign, appointment, Previous 
to the pr<Mnise, no man, even though he had done the 
du^, could have laid claim to the reward; and the 
strength necessary to the discharge of the duty is ob- 
viously Uie gift oi God. Yet the lan^pmge is far from 
bdng ^ther unmeaning or obscuve. It tsacjies us, 
that, withoi^ the disduirge of the-duty enjomed,. the 
promised blessing will not be bestowed ; imd that the 
benefit wiU be conferred in> a degree proporti<med to 
the dutiful exertion made for its acquisition. 

In the Christiaiik doctrine of rewards, thus under*. 
st^GVdd, while there ^ nothing inoongruious with, the 
strictly gratuitous nature^of aH the blessings of sabra- 
tion,-(->we haye a striking^lNPoof, ijiat, in the scheme of 
man's redemption, advantage& apparently inconsistent 
are conjoined ; for while every riskig emotion of pride 
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and self^^lorying is repressed by the ocmsidemtioii 
^t all is of gra€e> all the energies of our nature 
-which depend on the principle of interest, are called 
forth into exercise in promoting onr sanctification^ by 
the prospect of the gracious recompence of reward. 
Having thus^ in order to prevent mistakes^ shortly ex- 
plained the nature of those rewards which God bestows 
on his people^ I proceed to shew how the active and 
vigorous discharge of Christian duty is usually reward- 
ed. The work of God's people iis rewarded both in 
the present and in a future state. 

1st, The wOTk of God's people is rewarded in the 
present state. On a cursory view, the present state 
of things appears a kind of moral chaos, where one 
etent happens to all, whare good and evil are dispens-. 
ed with a careless hand, and haf^ness and misery ak 
temately and indiscriminately are die lot of 1^ ngh-. 
teous and the wicked. A closer inspection will how- 
ever ciuivince us, that there are design and order amid 
apparent chance and confusion, that there is a ^stem 
of moral government administered even here, that 
*' verily there is a reward for the righteous, that ve-. 
rily there is a God who judgeth in the earth." The 
modes in which G^ rewards the work of his peo- 
ple are very diversified. Sometimes he recompens-^ 
•s the^ dutiful exertions, by worldly prosperity; 
sometimes by the success with which he crowns their 
labours ; unafbrmly by an increased degree of internal 
peaces and a more confirmed hope ©retemal happiness. 

Grod does not always reward his people's dutiful ex- 
ertions by temporal prosperity, for temporal prosperity 
is not in every case a blessing. • It is not every good 
man who can withstand its temptations, and where it 
seduces into sin, it is certainly not a blessing, but a 
curse. Yet still in many cases the work of the saints 
te. rewarded by eitemal blessings. Under that pecu* 
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liar diqpenflatum und;^ wbMt the anpient p^i^e of 
God were placed, th^ were in gaieval prosperous or 
aiHicted, according as they kept or viokted the law of 
Uieir <jod. Asa obeyed the oommaadment oi the 
Lord by the prophet Asiariahv and we find he was re* 
warded by twenty-five years of uninterrupted peace- 
and prosperity. Who can doubts that l&je external 
blessings by which Job, luxd David, and Daniel were 
distdnguished, were the f^acious rewards of their 
dmng and suffering the will of God? Nor was this, 
mode of rewarding dutiful exertion peculiar to the 
theocratic dispensation : stUl we find the promise to. 
godliness, of '' the life that now is," frequently fulfilled. * 
'^ The blessimg ci God still makes rich," and when a- 
person who is concientiously employing all his capa- 
bilities <^ d(Nng good, finds his worldly interests pros- 
pering, he is warranted to consider this as a reward 
for his past exertions, and as. an encouragement toper*, 
severe in welUdcnng. 

Another way in which God perhaps still more fre-. 
quently rewards the dutifld ex^iaons of his people, 
is by orowning their labours wiih abundant success. 
When a saint enters with alacrity on the discharge of 
a difficult and important duty, abundant supplies of^ 
divine grace are given him, and he accomplishes it 
with an ease, which at once astonishes and delights 
him. When he boldly encounters the enemies of his 
salvation, he is made *' more than a conqueror ;" 
and when he sets himself to endure afihcticm, 
strength is given him from above, '^ patience has itS; 
perfect work," and the affliction, havmg served its 
purpose, IB removed. In ihe success of his dtitifkl ex- . 
ertions, the saint enjoys a rich reward* How amply 
recompensed is the faithful and laborious, minister, 
when his exertions are obviously rendered effectual to. 
1;he conversion of sinners, and the improvement of the 
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fiuthM ; or the -fitma and diligent parent, when he 
sees his children growing up in the knowledge of the 
truth, and the love of holiness ! How wonderfully has 
the work of that himoured individual * been reward- 
ed, who> more ^uin thirty yeaxB ago.t, raised almoat 
his single voice in behalf of a benighted world, and 
w^oae exertions in their eause have ever since be^i ' 
most vigorous and unintermitting 1 lii the estaUish« 
ment of many Missionary and Bible Societies ; in the 
translation of the Scriptures into most of the written 
languages of the world ; in the distribution of hun- 
dreds oi thousands of J^bles ; in the formation of many 
Christian churches ; in the ccmversion of many souls ; 
in the prospect of the ChristianizatiQn of the whole 
peopled earth ;— he has, already obtained an exceed- 
ing greali reward. Never,^ perhaps, could any man 
adof^, with greater emphasis, the words, of Simeon 
than this distinguished friend of God and man : '* Now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes 
have seen thy sfdyatioru" 

Itt is not, howeyer, kx every case- that Grod l^s re- 
w«rd0 the dutiful exertions of his pec^e with success. 
They often seem tQ ^^ labour in vain, and tp spend 
their strength for nought and in yaln." In such in- 
stances, howevejr, we sl^uld draw a very rash ccmclu* 
sioii, were we tp a&m, that their work is unreward-. 
ed. It is a most important truth, that " the kingdom 
of God is within man," and in secrecy and silence are 
many of its pnnishmei^ and regards dispensed. 
Peace of mind is the r^ward^ in evary case of dutiful, 
cpndu^ct. " In keeping Qod!s commapdmente-, there is 
great reward. Great peace have they whoi love God's 
law, and. nojthing shall offei^d them." He who, has. 
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felt the pangs of remorse^ aii4 he who has tjMted the 
sweets of conscious sinceri^ji are equaHy ccmvineed, 
that it is a delightful thing to have ^^ a orai^oienee 
void of offence towar4s Qod and man." Not t^t the 
saint 4«|>en<^8 qin. his most dutiful exertions as the 
grounds of his acceptance. No ; he trusts in no arm 
but God's, he relies on no righteousness but Jesus' ; 
but, in his humble persevering endeavoi^s to dp his 
duty, he has satisfactory evid^oe that he is interests 
ed in the divine favo,ur^ " His calling and election 
are thus made sure," and the peace of mind thus pro^ 
duced n^ay surely be ^nQidered as the reward of his 
giving aU diligence tp 1^44 tQ bis faitji ever^ Ch^st^ 
virtue. 

In proportion to the saint^s diligence in tbe^ discharge 
of his duty, is he rewarded with the uncloud^ hope 
of eternal life. The saint's security of eternal Ufe, is 
derived f^om his interest in the all-perfect atonement 
and all-prevalent intercession of our Lprd Jesus. But 
the enjoyment of the pleasure arising from the pro* 
spect of celestial blessedness, is d^p^ident oi\, ai;iid is 
the reward of his dutiful exertions. Indolence on 
the ipart of a true saint oi^inot render his. ^al salva^ 
tion insecure ; but it may, it must render him uncer«i 
tain about it.. TJhen does the Christian most delight* 
fully feel thut his hope is not that of the hjrpocrite, 
wben it anin^tos hin\ to, '^ purify l\in\self as Qod is 
pure." 

^d. The woA of God's people dudl be rewarded in 
8 future state. Of the blessings which await the peo* 
pie of God in a future world, we are able to, farm 
but v^ry indistinct and inadequate ideas* '^ It doth 
not yet i^pear what we shall b^. E[ere wq see through 
8 glass darkly. Eye hath not seen, eair hath not 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man 
to conceive the things which. God has laid up for thos^ 
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-who lov« hkn." From the various images under 
wMch the celestial blessedness is represented to our 
minds^ we may safely conclude, that it is infinitely 
superior to any t^ing of which we have experience in 
the present state. It is " a crown of glory and of 
life/' *' an enduring substance/* *^ a city which has 
foundations/* ^* an inheritance incorruptible, undefil- 
ed, unfading/' — ^it is an " eternal weight of glory," — 
it is ^^ fulness of joy, and pleasure for evermore." 
This bfessedness, represented under so many figures> 
consists principally in the knowledge, the fellowship, 
and the enjoyment of God. This is the full recom- 
pense of reward. It is a reward, for it is necessarily 
connected with the discharge of the duties enjoined. 
** Without holiness no man can see the Lord," and 
with holiness, none can be excluded from the beatific 
vision. It is a reward, for the measure in which it is 
enjoyed corresponds to the degree of dutiful exertion 
made in order to obtain it. ** Every man shall receive 
according to his own labour." ** They who are wise 
shall shine as the firmament, while they who turned 
many to righteousness shine as the stars of the firma- 
ment for ever and ever." He who gains ten talents is 
^lade ruler over ten cities, afnd he that gains five shall 
obtain a proportionable reward *. This view of the 
celestial blessedness, as the reward of the saint's la-. 
bours, is frequently exhibited in the Holy Scriptures. 
**God will render to every man according to his 
deeds, — ^to those who, by a constant continuance in 
well-doing, look for glory, honour, and immortality^ 
eternal life. Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation o£ 
die world, Jhr \ was a hungered, and ye gave me 



•■ Mat. xi^y. 80--,28. 
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aeat : I was thirsty^ and ye gave me drixtk : I was a 
stranger^ and ye took me in : Naked, and ye clothed 
me : I was sick, and ye visited me : I was in prison, 
and ye came unto me *." 

The rewards witli which the dutiful exertions of 
God's people shall be crowned, are not more valuable 
Ami they are secure. ^^ Faithful is he who hath pro- 
mised, who also will do it. He is not a man that he 
should lie, nor the son of man that he should repent : 
Hath he said it, and will he not do it ? hath he pro- 
mised it, and will he not make it good?" Be strong, 
then, my brethren, and let not your hands be weak, 
for your work shall be rewarded. Allow this motive 
to have its due influence on your minds. It is l^y no 
means the only one which urges you to vigorous and 
persevering exertion in the discharge of your duty ; 
but it is a powerful one. Moses felt it, and account- 
ed the reproach of Christ greater riches than all the 
treasures of Egypt, for he looked for the recompense 
of reward. Jesus felt it, and *' for the joy that was. 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at tlie right hand of the throne of 
God." Let not the difficulty of your duties, the power 
of your enemies, and the severity of your afflictions, 
maJ^e a disheartening impression on your spirits. 
The joys of heaven will more than compensate for all, 
and '^ the more you toil and suffer here, the sweeter 
rest will be." '' Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye stedfast and immoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, for as much as ye know that your 
labour shall not be in vain in the Lord." 

Unconverted men ! Ye are the servants of sin, and 
free from righteousness. Y^ are strong, and your 
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hapda a;re not weak in the prosecution <tf the deeds of 
darkness. Your work also shall be rewarded. If ye 
persist in jo^r 4nf^l course, " God will render to 
you according to your works, indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish." H^ has sworn by him- 
self, that he wiU render vengeance to his enenpdes, 
and recompense ^^m who l\ate l^m. " The wages of 
sin is death. Put the gift of God is eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ ou^ liord." Receive the gift so 
Ireely off^ed* " Woifl^ the work of God, in believ* 
ing on his Son "vhom \e has sent intotlie world.'' 
^' Work out your salvation with fear and tremblkig, 
for it is God who worketh in us both to will and to do 
of hia good pleasure. To-day if ye will heai: his voice. 
Now is the accepted time,-HAow is the day of salyai 
tion," 
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PSALli CXJtVl. 5. 



They who sow in lean shall reap in Jog, 

is forming an estimate of the worth or the happiness 
of mankind, no criterion is more deceitful than exter- 
nal appearanee. The most splendid actions sometimes 
originate in the most unworthy principles, and hypo- 
crisy frequently receives the honours due to genuine 
sanctity. On the other hand, modest worth often 
passes through life in noiseless obscurity— its imobtru- 
sive excellencies altogether overlooked, or rated at a 
price far below their value. In the day when the se« 
crets of all hearts shall be disclosed, and human cha- 
racters exhibited in their true colours, strange dis- 
coveries will be made. It will then appear^ how dif- 
ferent men are from what they seem to be ; and how 
inconsistent jbheir opinions, who judge according to ex- 
ternal appearsuice, are with the judgments of Him who 
looketh on the heart. 

Nor is external appearance k surer test of the happi- 
ness than of the worth of mankind. That man is not 
necessarily happy, who has all the external marks of 
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happiness ; nor is he who wears all the usual badges 
of wretchedness, necessarily miserable. The world 
calls him happy, who is raised above the fear of want 
and the necessity of labour — ^whose mansion is splen- 
did, and whose domains are extensive — who in health 
and vigour enjoys in abundance the richer, and plea- 
sures, and honours of life. Yet such a man may be, 
and often is, very miserable. He may be an un]par- 
doned sinner ; and if he is, the curse of God poisons 
all his pleasures, and turns their sweetness into gall : 
'^ Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful, and the end 
of these things is often death." On thie other hand, 
extreme apparent wretchedness is not inconsistent with 
real happiness : Behold that afflicted Christian ! po- 
verty and disappointment, disease and pain, have long 
been his portion. His dearest friends have gone down 
to the grave. ** String after string has been severed 
from his heart," till his attachments to the present state 
satt well nigh dissolved. His countenance is wrinkled 
with care and furrowed with tears ; and from his lips 
proceed these plaintive accents, ** I am the man who 
have seen affliction by thie rod of his wrath." Yet amid 
all this apparent wretchedness he is not wretched : a 
confidence in die wisdom and goodness . of God, and 
the hope of eternal life, render him not only resigned 
emd patient, but contented and happy : *' Blessed is 
the man whom the Lord chasteneth> and teacheth out 
of his law, that he may give him rest from the days of 
adversity. His light afflictions are but for a moment, 
and they are working out for him a far more exceed- 
ing and an eternal weight of glory." Hie is sowing 
in tears, but his tears are not those of despair, for he 
knows that he shall reap in joy. 

The words of the text form part of a sacred ode, 
Composed on the unexpected deliverance of the Jew- 
ish captives from Babylonian bondage. After cele- 
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bmtmg^ in the highest strains of oriental poetry^ the 
divine power and goodness^ as manifested in this re« 
markable interposition in behalf of his people^ the 
Psalmist^ in the text^ and in the verse which imtnea 
diately follows it^ states xmdet a beautiful figure the 
consolatory truths that while the saint in the present 
staf^ must lay his account wil^ labour and sorrow^ 
these exertions and affictions are connected with, and 
will be amply compensated by, the pleasures and hos^ 
nours of futurity. In the succeeding part of the dis* 
course, I shall consider the text as a figurative ac- 
count OF THE saint's SITUATION FIRST, iN THE 

PRESENT STATE ; AND, SECONDLY, IN A FUTURE 

STATE. Here " he sows in tears," there '' he reaps in 
joy. 

I. -The saint, in the present state, is represented as 
^ sowing in tears." The Holy Scriptures abound in 
figurative representations of spiritual objects. In gra- 
cious condescension to human weakness^ the Divine 
Spirit uses a language with which we are familiar; and> 
to render the important truths of religion and morals 
at once interesting and intelligible, clothes them in de- 
scriptions borrowed from the works of nature and the 
ordinary functions of Hfe. In explaining these figura- 
tive representations, much caution and delicacy is ne- 
cessary. Some men, with the best intentions, have, 
by tracing analogies too far, and by using for evidence 
what was meant only for illustration, exposed both 
themselves and the doctrines they taught to the ridi- 
cule of the profane. We trust we do not lay ourselves^ 
opeh to any of these charges, when we consider the 
figurative view of the saint in tfie present state " sow- 
ing in tears," as teaching us, that the saint in the pre- 
sent state is actively engaged in useful exertions 
which have a reference to futurity ; and that, while 
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thus empioiyed, he exhibits tokras of dislaresg and flor« 
row* 

Isi, The figwratiye description of the saint* s fMreaent 
state ixi the text intimates, that it is a state of active 
ex^r^on. Sowing, like the greater p^urt of iBgricultu*- 
ral operations, b a laborious exercise. Burdened with 
the seed, the sower ^walks with measured stc|> orer 
the uneven glebe, and scatters the grain as extmaive* 
ly and regularly as possible over the fields This fiygure 
haj^y delineates the active and laborious nature of 
the christian life. Beligion does not consist, as too 
many seeta^ to suppose, in barren speculation, enthu* 
siastic feelings or specious declamation. It no doubt 
does interest both the understanding and the heart, but 
it proves the hold it has of both, by touching all the 
springs of action, and making the man discharge with 
alacrity and diligence all the duties of active h£e. It 
deserves notice, that the figurative representations of 
the Christian life, fdmost uniformly imply the ideac^ vi^ 
gorous exertion. It is a race--fcand a combat : exercises 
which require the active employment of all the ener- 
gies of our nature. ^' The Christian is a merchant-** 
a scholar— a husbandman^— a traveller-— a soldier: The 
anxiety of the merchant, the application of the scholar, 
the hmrdy toil of the husbandman, the unwearying pro- 
gress of the traveller, tiie painful exercise of the sol- 
dier^ are images which ill accord with indolence, ease, 
and inaction *." He " works the work of God ; he 
works out his own salvation with fear and trembling." 
He ** forgets the things which are behind, anci reaches 
forth to those which are before, and jiresses towards 
the mark, for the prise of the high calling of God in 
Christ JesuSk" It is of the very essence o( true reli- 
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to quicken the soul, imd to bring all its faculties into 
active emjdojment; and no delusion can be more gross, 
tlian for a man to flatter himself that he is religious, 
merely because he has a certain species of rel%iou8 
knowledge and religious feeling, while he lives in die 
neglect <^ those dutiful exertions which he is called 
on to make, to promote the honour of God and the 
happiness of mankind. 

2d, The figurative descripticm of the saint's present 
9tate, in the text, intimates, that his active exertions 
are directed to important and useful purposes. The 
emplo3rment of the sower is not merely laborious, it is 
at the same time useful and necessary. It is deeply 
to be regretted, there is not only much indolence and 
inaction among mankind, but also much wasted exer« 
tion, much misapplied industry. How many spend 
the whole of Hfe in busy idleness, constantly employed, 
but never employed to any good purpose ! Their ex- 
ertions produce no useful result, either to themselves 
or to others. They scatter pebbles instead of grain 
over the field : They have all the labour of Ae sower, 
but they have none of his reward. How many more 
do worse than merely waste their activity in trifling, 
by strenuously exerting themselves to do mischief to 
diemsdves and others ! " They are of their father the 
devil, and the works of their father they do." Their 
time and tal^its are devoted to his service, with a zeal 
and perseverance which reprove the languor and un. 
steadiness of those who profess to be engaged in a bet 
ter cause. These men sow the seeds a£ some deadly 
poison, instead of the wholesome grain. They are in- 
dustrious, but their industry is not only useless but mis- 
duevous. It is a melancholy reflection, that many 
men put themselves to an expence of time and labour 
in ruining their souls, which, if properly employed, 
might have been sufficient to save them. 
O 
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The industry of the saint is wisely and usefully di- 
rected. His labours have for their object the glory o£ 
God^ the salvation of his own soul^ and the happiness 
of his brethren of mankind : " Whatsoever he does, 
he does it in the name of the Lord Jesus^ giving 
thanks to God the Father by him. Whether he eats 
or drinks^ or whatever he does^ he does all to the 
glory of God." His great desire is, *'that in all 
things God may be glorified." He makes his /'light 
to shine before men, that they, seeipg his good work^ 
may glorify his Father who is in heaven.". He sowa, 
that there may be a rich harvest of *' the fruits of 
righteousness, which are by Christ Jesus to the praise 
and glory of God." — Next to the glory of God, the 
salvation of his own soul is the great object of the 
saint's vigorous exertions. He is well aware, that 
" eternal life is the gift of God, through Jesus Christ 
pur Lord ;" but he is also aware, that it is by '^ a ccm- 
stant continuance in well-doing, that men are to look 
for glory, honour, and immortality." Persuaded that 
religion is the one thing needful, he labours to obtain 
'^ that good part which shall never be taken from him." 
He gives '^ all diligence to add to his faith virtue, and 
t6 virtue knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, 
and to temperance patience, and to patience godliiiess, 
and to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly 
kindness charity. He makes his calling and election 
sure ; and thus an entrance is ministered to him abun- 
dantly into the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Je- 
sus Christ." He '^ labours, whether present or absent, 
that he may be accepted of God." — ^A third important 
and useful object to which the active exertions of the 
saint is directed, is the promotion of the true happi^ 
ness of his fellow men. In his estimation, no man 
ought to live to himself. He " looks not merely on 
his own things, but also on the things of others." If 
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blessed with affluence^ he employs his influence and 
wealth in mitigating the sorrows of his less fortunate 
brethren. ^' He is eyes to the blind^ feet to the lame^ 
snd a father to the aflSicted poor. The blessing of 
him who was ready to perish comes on him^ and he 
makes the widow's heart to sing for joy." If Provi- 
dence assigns him a more narrow sphere of exertion^ 
stilly within its limits> he *^ does good to all as he has 
opportunity ;" and labours^ by promoting by ^every 
means in his power the happiness of his brethren, not 
to live in vain. 

Sd, The figurative description of the saint's present 
state in the text, intimates, that his active and useful 
exertions have a reference to futurity. The conduct of 
the sower is accountable only when viewed as looking 
forward to the months of harveiit. To a person unac- 
quainted with' the law of nature by which Vegetable 
substances are reproduced, the husbandman, casting 
into the earth what is fitted for the food oi man and of 
beast, would appear to act the^part of a madman. It 
is so with the Christian : His labours have a direct 
reference to futurity ; and, without 'taking into con- 
dderation the invisible realities of religioil and eteirni- 
ty, there is much of hid c6nduct that is altogether un- 
accountable. The employments iii which he takes 
most pleasure, have no tendency to secure for him 
the pleasures^ the honours, or the riches of this world* 
They look beyond time into eternity for their recom- 
pence. He sometimes makes sacrifices, for which, in 
the present state, he can expect to receive no compen- 
sation ; and, if there is na heaveiily happiness remain- 
ing for hiin, he is of all men the most foolish and mi- 
serable, indeed, the Whol^ of his mode of thinking, 
and feeling, and acting, is distinguii^hed by this refe- 
rence to futiurity. He '^ walks by faith, and not by 
sight." As the sower sows in hope, io the Christian 
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acts and suffers^ lives and dies, under the influence of 
the £uth of the gospel and the hope of eternal life. 

^hy The figurative account of the sainf s present 
state, in the text, intimates, that while thus acti¥^ 
engaged in useful employments which have a reference 
to futurily, he often exhibits sympttNns of dktress and 
sorrow : ^^ He sows in tears." It might have been ex- 
pected, from the account already given of the saint's 
emido3rments in the present state, that he should be 
blessecl with uninterrupted serenity. What can be 
better fitted to preserve the mind in perfect peace, 
than constant employment in the best of all causes, 
with the proq>ect of perfection and immcHtality ? And 
indeed we find, that good men do derive much satis- 
faction from the duties and exercises of religion : 
" The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
> keeps their hearts and minds through Christ Jesus ;" 
and they not unfrequently '^ rejoice in the hope of the 
glory of God, with a joy that is unspeakaUe and full 
of gl<«y ." Yet still the niotto of the saint is — ** Sorrow- 
ful, though always rejoicing." The state of good men 
in a present world is of a mixed character, and while 
they never want ground of joy, they also are never 
without ground of sorrow. While the saint goes fortli 
bearing precious seed, weeping, his tears are princi- 
pally tears of penitence, tears of affliction, or tears of 
sympathy. 

The people of God are not naturally better than 
the rest of mankind. They have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God. When renewed in the 
spirit of their mind, they are instructed in the malig- 
nant nature of ^ in general, and are deeply impressed 
with the hatefijdness of their own sins : Th^ sins mre 
*^ ever before them." Though well assured that God 
has forgiven th^on, they find it impos^l^e to fcnrgive 
themselves ; and whenever their sins are brought to 



d by Google 



Disc. III.] AND HARVfiST. 317 

their remembranoe, the tears of godly sorrow burst 
fort^ aitesh. But this is not all : The saint not only 
recollects with regret that he once was a sinner^ but 
he feels with deep scnrrow, that still " in him^ that is, 
in his fledi, dwelleth no good thing. There is a law 
in his members warring against the law of his mind, 
so diat when he would do good, evil is present with 
him." This fills him with extreme uneasiness, and in* 
duces him to breathe out the apostle's complaint, '^ Oh, 
wretched man that I am, who will deliver me from 
the body of this death !" 

The afflictions of life frequently also oblige the saint 
to exhibit symptoms of distress, while engaged in the 
discharge of his important duties. Religion neither 
exempts her votaried from the evils of life, nor renders 
them insensible under their pressure: ^' What son is 
there whom the Father chasteneth not?" ^^ All who 
would live godly must suffer persecution." " Through 
mach tribulation must they enter into the kingdom." 
All these afflictions are kindly intended on the part of 
their heavenly Father, and, by his superintending 
providence and gracious influence, will ultimately be 
^*oductive of the most beneficial results. But while 
they continue they are painful, and the saint must 
^ametisoes breathe a sigh and drop a tear. 

Farther, in the pres^it state the saint often sheds 
tears of sympathy. There is much in this world to 
mSect with sadness the heart of any man who is noi 
an entire stranger to sensibility. It is a world full oi 
Bin and misery. Every renewed heart glows with a 
peculiarly tender sympathy for all the miseries of 
man ; and every renewed mind is enlightened with 
jnst views of the nature and extent of the evils, and 
especially the moral evils, under which mankind groan« 
In fbllowing the instinct of his new nature, as well as 
in obeying the commands of bis Saviour, th^ saint 
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must <rften shed tears^ '^ weeping with those who 
weep."'— Thus have I shortly illustrated the truths re- 
specting the saint's present state^ suggested by the fi- 
gurative language of the tQxt He is actively engaged 
in useful employnj^enta which have a reference to fu« 
turity^ and^ while thus employed^ he frequently ex« 
hibits symptoms of dist^'ess and sorrow ; '^ He sows 
in tears." 

II. The future state of Ae saint is held up in the 
concluding part of the text^ under the corresponding 
figure q£ a harvest of joy : ^* They who sow in tears 
shall reap in joy." The remaining part of the discourse 
shall be devoted to the illustration of the truths sug«i 
gested by this beautiful figure^ It seems to intimate, 
that the saint's future state shall be v^y different 
from his present state — that it shall be a state of ae« 
tivity — that it shall be a state of enjoyment — and 
that it shall be a state resulting from^ and corresp<Hid-» 
ing to^ the employments of the present state. 

1st, The figurative description of the sainfs future 
state^ in the text^ intimates^ that it is very different 
from his present state. Here the saint sows, and 
sows in tears ; there he reaps, and reaps in joy. The 
employments of seed-^Ume and harvest are very dii^ 
ferent, and sorrow and joy are opposite affections of 
mind. The great object of all the skint's actions is 
the same in every stage of his exist^ice — the glory of 
God ; and the enjoyment of God, is the principal source 
of his happiness both here and hereafter : *' Grace is 
glory begun ; glory is grace perfected." Yet still there 
is an obvious and important difference be^een the 
Christian's present and his future state. Here, he is 
engaged in a ceaseless round of fatiguing employ- 
ments ; there, '^ he rests from his labours, and his 
works do follow him." Here, he is exposed to nvan^ 
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berless inconveniences, firom the hostile disposition of 
the men of the world; there, '^ the wicked cease from 
troubling, and the weary are at rest" Here, he is 
constantly contending with his spiritual adv^saries^- 
*' without are fightings, and within are fears ;" there, 
all is internal peace and external security. Here, he 
puts on the helmet, and assumes the shield ; there, he 
wears the garland, and holds the palm of victory. 
Here, he wanders along the wild of life, a pilgrim and 
a sojourner ; there, he dwells for ever in the house of 
his Father. Here, he has " no continuing city;" 
there, he has ^' a building of God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens." Here, his " ad- 
versary the devil goeth about like a roaring lion, seek- 
ing whom he may devour ;" there, " Satan is bruised 
under his feet." Here, he ''sees through a glass 
darkly ;" there, he " sees face to &ce." Here he 
''knows in part;" there, he "knows even as he it 
known." Here, he "walks by fidth and not by 
sight ;" there, he " sees God's face in righteousness, 
and is satisfied with his likeness." Here he h<^s ; 
there he enjoys. Here he fights ; there he triumphs. 
Here he prays ; there he praises. Here he weeps ; 
there God wipes away all tears firom his eyes. Here 
he dies ; there he lives for ever : " There shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain ; for the fcnrmer things are 
passed away." 

2d, The figurative representation of the saint's fu 
ture state in the text, intimates, that it is a state of ac 
tivity* He is represented as reaping in joy : a figure 
which not merely conveys the idea of happiness, but 
of active exertion on the part of the individual who 
tsqoys it. The happiness of the saint in a future state, 
is very frequently in scripture described by figures 
significant of tranquillity and repose : " The righteous 
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eater int%peace^ they rest in their beds. Thore re* 
maineth a rest ioe the peofde <£ God." These ex- 
pressions are intended to intimate the complete i6ree- 
diMn from weariness and^in which the saints possess^ 
and the immoveable nature of their hapjnness. But 
it would certainly be a misinterinretation of the Scrip- 
ture to condude from such texts, that the saints in 
heaven are mere passive recipients of pleasurable feel* 
ing, and tiiat they pass the ages of eternity in a state 
of indolent repose. The rest which Aey enjoy is op- 
posed, not to action, but to fatigue and uncertainty. 
The truth is, no one figure is snfiicient fully to deline- 
ate the celestial blessedness ; and of consequence di& 
ferent^ and in some points x>f view inconsistent, meta* 
{^icnrs must be empk^red, to represent its diversified 
aspects, and transcendent excelience". 

That the friture state of tlie saints shall be a state oF 
activity, might be presumed from what we know of 
the human constitution. Action is absolutely neces* 
sary to rational, permanent enjoymait. He who is 
most actively employed, provided his activity be pro* 
perly directed, possesses the largest p<^on of enjoy- 
ment It is true, indeed, that the most wise and do- 
tiful exertions will, in ^e present state, if pursued to 
excess, produce fatigue and uneasiness; but that 
arises from die defects of our nature, eith^ moral or 
physical, neither of which have any place in heayim« 
Accordingly we find heaven represented as all energy : 
" There is no night there ;" for there is no need of re- 
laxation or refreslunent. The saints are made like 
the angels of heaven, who excel in strength, and with 
imwearied activity execute the pinrposes of the Most 
High. They rest not day nor night, but unceasingly 
sing this an^em, *' Holy, holy, holy. Lord God Al*. 
mighty, who was, and is, and is to come.*' And, 
while these " living creatures,** who seem to be the 
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83naibolical represeittativee of l^e angelic hosts^ '^give 
^€Tj imd henoiir^ and thanks to God, the four-and- 
twenty elders," who are the sjmbolical representa* 
tives of the redeemed fironv among men, " fall down 
b^ore- him that sitteth on the thrcme, and worship 
him wfaoliveth lor ever and ever, and cast their crowns 
before Ae throne, saying. Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
to receive glory, and honour, and power ; for thou 
hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are 
and were created.'* 

With respect to the particular employments oi the 
saints in heaven, the Holy Scriptures do not furnish 
us wi^ any very definite information. They certain- 
ly, however, authorise us to conclude, that all the in- 
tellectual and active powers of our nature shall be ex- 
erted <m thdr proper objects, -wiiik a v%our, aiKl per- 
severance, and success, of which at present we can 
form no adequate conception. In die acquisition of 
luiowledge, the love of holiness, and the communidEu 
tton as well as the reception of happiness, the blissful 
ages of eternity will be d&lightfuUy and actively em- 
ployed. 

Sd, The figurative representation of the sadnt's fo- 
ture state, in the text, teachea us, that it is a state of^ 
ei3je3rment. He reaps> and he reaps in joy. Instead. 
of entering on a general account of die hairiness of 
the future state of good men, I shall confine myself to 
the illustration of the ideas suggested by the metaphor 
before us. We read in scripture of " the joy of har- 
vest," as a pleasure peculiarly delightful. There are 
chiefly two things which render the harvest so re*, 
markably pleasing to the husbandman : It is the ful- 
filment of his desires and hopes, and it furnishes him 
with a supply for the wants oi the coming year. 
This observation equally applies to the harvest of the 
Cluristian husbandixian. It must be a season of en<% 
o2 
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joyment to him^ for it is the aocompliahment of his 
most ardent desires and fondest hopes ; and it secures 
iiim abundant provision for the unending year of 
eternity. 

In the treasures of harvest, the husba n d m an 
obtains the reward of hia exertions^ and finds that 
he has not laboured in vain^ nor spent his strength 
for nought In the celestial blessedness, the samt 
gains the possession of that happiness which he so 
highly valued, so eagerly desired, so patiently expect- 
ed, and for which he so diligently and perseveringly 
laboured, " The hope o£ which he had heard in the 
word of the truth of the gospel/' now comes tohim^ 
and amply compensates for all his toils and sufferings. 
In the present state he frequently felt, that '^hope de-^ 
ferred maketh the heart sick," but he now feels, that 
the other part of the proverb is equally true, '^ when 
the desire cometh, it is a ^ee of li£e.'^ He now finds 
to his eternal joy, tiiat his hope has not been what he 
often feared it would prove, the hope of the hypo^ 
crite, and that it shall jiever tnake him ashamed. He 
now clearly perceives, that all his exertions and sacri- 
fices were well bestowed ; and^ looking back on the 
Events of tfaie seed^me and the summer, in grateful 
joy his heart blesses the Supreme Rulery who has ren-^ 
dered all their diversified incidafits subvervient to the 
production of so rich a harvest o£ endless happiness* 

Harvest a&rds pleasure to the husbandman, not. 
only by the retrospect it induces him to take, but also 
by the anticipataons which it naturally excites. He 
rejoices that he has secured a supply for the wants of 
the coming year. In this point, too, the figure holda 
with respect to the Christian husbandman. In hia 
harvest he obtains an abundant supply for the wants 
of eternity. Without exposing himself to the chargQ 
of folly, he may say, <^Soul, take thine ease^ thouhast 
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goods laid up feat eternal ages." All is well widihim^ 
and all is well for ever. After the most abundant harn 
vest, the husbandman knows that his stores will be 
soon exhausted, that the labours of the spring must be 
again submitted to, and the supply of his wants again 
become dependent on the uncertainties o£ the weather; 
But the Christian'^ harvest is that of an endless year. 
His supplies can never be exhausted. His happiness 
admits neither of diminution nor termination. Well, 
then, may the Christian rejoice, when the seeds of faith 
and holiness reach their maturity in the fruits of hea- 
ven. ^ God has increased his joy. He joys before 
him according to the joy of harvest and as men rejoice 
when they divide the spoil." 

4tk, The figurative representation of the saint's fu- 
ture state in the text teaches us> that it results from, 
and corresponds to the employment of the present 
state. Seed-time and harvest are mutually connected* 
The labours of seed-time look forward to harvest,7— the 
events of harvest result from, and correspond to, the 
employments of seed-time. That the present conduct 
and the future happiness of the saint are closely con- 
nected, is too plain to require a laboured proof; but 
it may be necessary to make a few observations to ex- 
plain the nature of that connection. It is obvious 
that the good conduct of the saint in the present state 
is not the meritorious cause of his future happiness. 
^' Eternal life is the gift of God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord." ^^ By grace are we saved through faith, and 
that not of ourselves, it is the gift of God." Yet the 
connecticm is as c^Pse and indissoluble as if it were that 
of cause and effect. The heavenly blessedness is '^ the 
recompense of reward. Without holiness no man can 
see the Lord." He only who '^sows to the Spirit, shall 
of the Spirit reap life everlasting." 

The figure eoiployed in the text may be of some use 
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in iUostraUng this importmt mdnmdi misundefstood 
subject. No person will be so absurd as to affirm^ ei* 
Aer that the labours of seed-time are, pr<^rl j speak* 
ing, the cause oi an abundant harvest, or that there is 
no connection at all between the one and the odier. 
The true cause of an abundant harvest, is the unseen 
(yperati<m of diat God who worketh all in all. By 
means of human labour, and ^e influence of the de* 
ments, he covers our fields with abundance for man 
and for beast Just such is die connection between 
Ae Christian's labours and his reward. It were gross 
presumption to expect the latter without the former* . 
Yet it is connected with it, not as the eflect is with the 
cause, but as the end is with the means. It is equally 
absurd to consider the Christian's labour as the meri« 
torious cause of his reward, and to suppose that the 
reward is attainaUe without the labour. 

The figure also throws light on the nature of the ce« 
lestial blessedness consid^ed as a reward. It is a 
reward just in the same sense in which an abundant 
harvest is a reward to the industrious husbandman, 
hi ordinary cases, die productiveness of the harvest 
is proportioned to the diligence with which the seed** 
time has been improved. This holds universally with 
the spiritual husbandman. His future haj^iness not 
cmly results from, but corresponds to his present la- 
bours. One man shall receive " a prophet's reward," 
another " a righteous man's reward*" One shall be 
made ruler over ten citiies, and another ow6r ^re*- 
" Every man shall receive accOTding to his own la- 
bour." '^ He diat soweth sparingl|r shall reap also 
sparingly, and he diat soweth bountif^illy shall reap 
also bountifully." 

Having thus shortly illustrated the figurative ac- 
count which the text contains^ of the saint's present and 
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future state, it only renunns that the discourse be con* 
eluded by a few practical reflections. 

How enviable is the situation even of the most af« 
flieted saint, when compared with that of the happiest 
workHingT Evesa amid his sorrows he has a peace 
whidi passeth all understanding, and a joy which the 
world can neither give nor take away. And his ^* light 
affictions are wiNrking out for him a far more exceed* 
ing and an eternal weight of glory." Wlu^ abundant 
reason, then, has he for patience under the pressure of 
pres^it affliction ! ^* Cast not away your confidence. 
Christian, which has great recompense of reward. For 
ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the 
will of God, ye might receive the promise. Be patient, 
therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Be- 
hold the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of 
the earth, and hath l<Hig patience for it, until he re* 
ceive the early and die latter rain. Be ye also patient, 
stablish your hearts, for die coming of the Lord draw« 
eth nigh." How grateful ought the saint to be for that 
revelation which assures him of a harvest of joy ! 

«< That field of pioftiifie ! how it throws abroad 
Its fragrance o*er the Christianas thorny road. 
The sidnt, repodng on a88ur*d relief, 
Feels himself happy amid all his grief ; 
Forgets his labours as he toils along, 
Weeps tears of joy, and bursts into a song *.** 

Let careless sinners reflect, that they too are sowing, 
and perhaps sowing in joy ; but ere long, if mercy pre- 
vent not, they must reap in sorrow. *' While ye forget 
the God of your salvation, and are unmindful of the 
rock of your strength, you may plant pleasant plants, 
you may set strange slips ; in the day ye may cause 
your plant to grow, and in the morning make your 
seed to flourish, but the harvest shall be a heap in 

• Cowp». 
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the da J of grief, and of desperate sorrow." '* Be not 
deceived ; God is not mocked : '^ Whatsoever a man 
soweth^ that shall he also reap." Ye are sowing to 
the fleshy and '' of the flesh ye shall reap destructi<Mi." 
Happiness is not more certainly connected with- holi- 
ness than misery is with sin. The servants of sin 
riiall assuredly receive their wages ; which are death, 
—eternal death. '* Repent, and be converted. Turn 
ye, turn ye, why will ye die ? Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and ye shall be saved." Rely on his atoning 
sacrifice, and ye shall be righteous ; trust in his sanc- 
tifying Spirit, and ye shall be holy. Thus shall your 
" fruit be to righteousness, and the end everlasting 
Ufe." Amen. 
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THE CHRISTIAN A CITIZEN OF HEAVEN. 



PBILIPPIANS HI. 20. 

Our conversation is in heaven. 

JL HE moral code of Christ is distinguished from all 
other systems of human duty, by the extent and purity 
of its precepts, and by the variety and power of the 
motives by which these precepts are enforced. Its 
, requisitiona are not confined to a few ritual observan-^ 
ces, or external actions. Like its Author, it is spiri?. 
tnal, and the internal principles, as well 9s the out- 
ward behaviour, are the objects oi ita cognizance. 
It requires the sources of action to be pure, as well 
as the streams which flow from them, and aims at the 
regulation of the conduct, by enjoining the integrity 
of the heart And, while thus spiritual in its nature, 
its injunctions are varied and extensive as the thought8> 
the feelings, the actions, and the relations of men. 

In the Christian system of duty, a beautiful har- 
mony pervades the whole ; and the power of the nvq«. 
tives proposed, is proportioned to the importance aYid 
difficulty of the duties enjoined. The imperfect Uxo- 
rality of heathen philoaophy was but feebly enfor^^i 
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by its ablest teachers. The tendency oi virtue to pro- 
mote the dignity of human nature ; the moral fitness 
of things ; the pleasure arising £rom the consciousness 
of having done well, and the possibility of a future 
state of rewards, — ^these were almost the only, these 
were certainly the strtmgest, arguments which their 
imp^ect views of truth enabled than to use for 
guarding men against the commission of sin, and urg- 
ing them to the performance of duty. On beings so 
much absorbed as men are, with present and sensible 
things, such reasonings, even in the most favourable 
circumstances, could be expected to make but little 
impressicm. Opposed, as they were, by strong inclina- 
tioA and apparent interest, they were altogether una- 
vailing. There was no proportion here between the 
means and the end. The attempt to calm the raging* 
ocean, by merely bidding it be still, were not more 
fooliidi than the endeavour, by sudi arguments as 
these, to induce mankind to resist tiieir strongest m« 
dinations, and forego their most fiEtvourite pleasures. 

In the revealed system, we find a force of motive 
better proportioned to the resistance to be apprehend- 
ed from Allien man. An almost infinite variety of the 
most powerful arguments is brought forward. Maa 
is assailed, as it were, on every mde. Appeals are 
made to die princij^es of reason, of conscience, and of 
interest Duty is made to appear, with die deareait. 
evidence, to be reasonable, and advantageous, and ne- 
cessary. The authority of God, the most powerful of 
all motives, is explicitly and strongly urged. The^e-- 
crets of eternity are in part disclosed ; and the joys 
and sprrows of eternity^ «re held up as warnings 
against crime, and incitements to holiness. 

It deserves also to be noticed, diat the motives urg- 
ed in the Christian system of duty, are not only power- 
ful but appropriate, wisely varied according to die na-- 
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tore <^tbe duty e^<niied> and the character and cir- 
cumstances of tlie ptirscm to whom the iigunction is 
addressed. For example^ when the sinner is com« 
xnanded to forsake his evil ways^ the command is en- 
forced by a view of the misery which will certainly over- 
take him if he persevere in the paths o£ iniquity^ and 
by the assurance that, if he solicit the divine mercy 
in sincerity and faith, he shall not solicit in vain. 
When he is enjoined to believe on the Saviour^ the dig- 
nity of the Redeemer's person^ and the extent and suit- 
aUeness o£ his mediatorial excellencies, are pressed on 
his consideration, and he is informed that this is the 
only and the certain way of escaping eternal misery, 
and securing everlasting happiness. On the other 
hand, when the saint is urged to the performance of 
his duties, a similar adaptation of the motive^ both to 
the duty, and to his peculiar state and character, may 
be observed. The authority, the sacrifice, the grace^ 
and the example of his Saviour— the dignity ol' \n:s iit^w 
character, and the grandeur of his hopes, are ainon^ 
the arguments most frequently brought forward. He 
is urged to the duty of forgiveness, " because God for 
Christ's sake has fcHrgiven him :" to almsgivings be- 
cause " the Lord Jesus, thougli he was rich, jet tb^ 
our sakes became poor, that we through his povert 
might bec(»ne rich ;" to patience, " because Cliri 
also sufiered for us, leaving us an example that w 
should follow his steps ;" to humility, because ''Chris, 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto deatU, 
even the death of the eross ;" to universal holiness, 
because such is the will of God — such the des^ign of 
the Redeemer's sacrifice — such the object of the Spi- 
rit's operations ; and because without this " no man 
can see the Lord." 

Of the force and appropriateness of Christian mo- 
tives, we have a fine exemplification in the passage of 
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scripture connected with the subject of discourse. In 
the preceding context^ the apostle exhorts the Phikip- 
pians to unanimity in their sentiments^ and harmony 
in the prosecution of the great objects of their Chris- 
tian callings ver. 15 — 17 ; and he enforces this exhor- 
tation by the motive in the text, (the intervening verses 
being obviously parenthetical)^ " far our conversation 
is in heaven." The power and fitness of this motive 
may not at first view be very apparent. Owing to the 
fluctuation of living language^ words and phrases gra- 
dually change their meaning. We have an illustration 
of this remark^ in the alteration whid^ has taken place 
in the sense of the term conversation^ since the period 
in which our present version of the Scriptures wasmadew 
This word^ when used in our translation^ usually sig- 
nifies conduct in general ; for example, " only let your 
conversation be as becometh the gospd of Christ/'— 
^ let your conversation be without covetou^ess.** The 
word now is restricted in its signification to colloquial 
intercourse, and the sense in which it occurs in Scrip- 
ture is entirely obsolete. In the text, the word trans- 
lated conversation * properly signifies citizenship ; and 
the meaning of the apostle seems obviously to be, 
*' We are citizens of heaven." That such changes in 
the meaning of words should take place, is no way 
wonderful; — ^the true cause of wonder is, that in a bo(4c 
translated more than two hundred years ago, th»e 
idiould be found so very few passages which, frook this 
cause, either misrepresent the meaning <^the original 
text, or by their obscurity occanon difficulty to the 
readw who is acquainted with no language but modem 
English. Understanding the original term in its plain 
sense diizenskip, the appropriateness of the motive ad- 
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duced by the apostle becomes at once apparent. The 
Philippian Christians are urged to unanimity and har- 
0iony, from a consideration of their common character 
and hopes as citizens of heaven. - 

My object in the following part of the discourse, is 
to illustrate some of those truths, in reference to the 
situation and character of Christians, which are sug« 
gested by their being termed " citizens of heaven." 
This figurative representation seems to intimate, — ^that 
they are strangers and sojourners in the present stale ;«— 
that heaven is the residence of their Father and friends; 
—-that they are possessed of peculiar immunities ;— that 
they are distinguished by a peculiar mode of conduct ; 
—-that their best affections are placed on heavenly ob« 
jects ; — ^that they maintain a constant intercourse with 
heaven ; — and that heaven shall be the place of their 
everlasting abode. To a short illustration of these in* 
teresting and pleasing truths, shall be subjoined a few 
appropriate practical reflections. 

] st, The figurative language of the text intimates^ 
that the Christian is a pilgrim and sojotimer upon 
earth. The citizen of heaven must when on earth be 
a stranger. This aspect of the Christian's situation 
and character is often exhibited to our view in the 
Holy Soriptures, and well deserves our considerate at« 
tendon. Like a stranger resident in a foreign country, 
his continuance in the present state is limited and un- 
certain: " Here he has no continuing city. He cometh 
ferth as a flow», and is cut down ; he fleeth also as 
a shadow, and continueth not." — Like a stranger re- 
iident in a foreign country, too, not only is his resi-* 
dence in this w<»rld limited.and uncertain, but his si- 
tuation, while he continues in it, is far from being 
comfortable. He is from hcrnie, and he caanot reason- 
ably expect all the conveniences and comforts of home. 
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Many are the troubles of the righteous. Exposed^ m 
cmnmon with the rest o£ mankind, to the ordinary 
evils of life, he is liable to a variety of a£Sictions which 
are peculiar to himself.-— He receives the treatment of 
a stranger from the great body of his fellow-men. 
" The world is not his friend, nor the world's law.** 
To pass through life in peaceful obscurity, is the hap« 
piest event which can befal him ; for, if he attract in 
any great degree the world's notice, contempt and ill 
treatment are likely to be his portion. Many of these 
citizens of heaven, while in this land of strangers and 
enemies, have *' had trials of cruel mockings and 
scourgings, yea, <^ bonds and imprisonment: they 
were stoned, they were sawn asunder, they were 
tonpted, they were slain by the sword, they wandered 
about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, af« 
flicted, and tormented. They wandered in deserts 
and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth." And 
though the sword of persecution is now sheathed, and 
its baleful fires extinguished, the malignant spirit of 
the world still manifests itself against the citizens of 
heaven. The arrows <^ calumny are still directed 
against their reputaticm. Their character and conduct 
is the standing jest of the pro^e^ — Like a stranger 
resident in a foreign land, the Christian, in the pre- 
sent state, feels that he is from home, and acts under 
the inJ9uence of this feeling. He is very thankful for 
every comfort he enjoys, but he still feels that this is 
not his rest Though in the world, he is not of it. 
His sentiments, tempers, and habits, ate radically di& 
ferent from those among whom he lives ; -and though 
he by no means affects an unnecessary singularity, h^ 
finds, that, without making an undue sacrifice both 
of his principles and his feelings, he cannot be " con« 
formed to the wcnrld." He honestly avows his real 
character, and the language of his profession and con* 
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duct is harmonious : He ccmfesses that he is a strand 
ger and jnlgrim on the earth ; and^ wMle he says these 
thiDgSj he declares plaiidy that he '^ seeks a country, 
a better country, that is, an heavenly." 

2d, The figurative language of the text intimiites, 
that heavai is the residence of the Christian's Father 
and friends. The situation of the saint may, at first 
view, appear void of comfort, and full of misery. To 
be without a country and a hmne, is a prominent fea^ 
ture in the picture of the consummation of human 
wretchedness: But this is by no means the situation 
of the saint of God ; he has a country, though it is a 
distant <me ; he has a home, though he is not yet arri^ 
ved at it. Though an alien on earth, he is a citizen 
of heaven. 

If we trace those pleasurable feelings which are 
connected with the ideas of country and home to their 
source, we will find, that they principally originate 
in their being associated with all that is interestii^ 
and deUghtM in the relations and affections of con* 
sanguinity and friendship. There is, perhaps, no 
word in any language, which calls up such a variety 
of pleasing thoughts and feelings, as like English^term 
home ; and why ? but because home is conceived of 
as the abode of relative love and mutual kindness ; 
because there we have met, and expect to meet, with 
the care of a i&ther, the tenderness of a mother, the 
Infection oi a wife, and the veneration of children. It 
is on much the same principle thcat the feeling of pa- 
triotism is founded. It is not the mildness of our cli- 
mate, nor the fertility of our s(m1, nor even our civil 
• and religious liberties, which chiefly bind our attach- 
ments so closely to our sfea-girt isle : It is, because it 
indttdes wittum its limits abnost all who love us, and 
all that we love. 

The consideration of heaven, then, as the country 
of Christians, naturally suggests the idea of its being 
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the residence of his Father and friends. Th^e> in- 
deed^ has the Father of mercies established his throne, 
and reared his house of many mansions^ for the eter« 
nal residence of all his children. There dwells Jesus, 
the Mediator of the better covenant^ and that Moly 
Spirit^ who is the author of knowledge> and purity^ 
and happiness. There reside '^ the general assembly 
and church of the fivst bdm, whose names are writ« 
ten in heaven — an innumerable company of angels, 
and of the spirits of just men knade perfect." With all 
these illustrious personages, the Christian on earth is 
closely connected. The Eternal Father is *^ not 
ashamed to be called his God/'<*-Jesus is his Elder 
Brother, Saviour, and Friend,— the Holy Spirit is 
his Advocate and Comforter, — the perfected spirits 
of the just have but finished the course in which he 
is engaged, — and as to the angels, *' are they not all 
ministering spirits, sent forlii to minister to those who 
shall be heirs of salvation ?" The saints on the earth 
and the saints in heaven form one great family — Abound 
together by the closest relations — children of the same 
Father-^-citizens of the same statcw 

Sd, The figurative language of the te)ct intimates, 
that the Christian is possessed of peculiar immunities* 
It is not unlikely, that when Paul wrote these words, 
the important privileges of Roman citizenship were 
present to his mind. In the more flourishing ages of 
the Roman republic, the name of a citizen of Rome 
was a safeguard, through a large portion of the world, 
from injury and insult ; and the apostle himself had, 
in the course of his travels, on more occasions than 
one, found the possessioin of this diaracter of high 
importance to his safety. But the honours and privi* 
leges of the citizen, even of imperial Rome, dwindle 
into insignificance, — shrink into nothing, when com- 
piled with the immunities of tlie citisen of Heaven. 
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The citizen of the New Jerusalem is^ indeed^ ^^ a citi- 
zen of no mean city." 

The immunities of celestial citizenship are enjoyed 
in the greatest number^ variety, and perfection, in the 
better country. But, as a powerful state not only 
provides for the happiness of its subjects at hmne, 
but stretches forth its protecting arm around such of 
them as are in foreign countries ; so, even during his 
state of exile and pilgrimage, the Christian derives 
guidance, and safety, and comfort, from his connec- 
tion with the kingdom of heaven. God sends forth 
his light and his truth, — ^they lead him and guide 
him. The good Spirit conducts him through all the 
dangers of life, to the land of uprightness. An un- 
seen guard of angels surrounds Mm : ^^ The angel of 
the Lord encamps round about those who fear God, 
and delivers them." His celestial citizenship does 
not, indeed, secure him from the ordinary evils of 
life, but it secures him from being in any degree in- 
jured by the^ ; it does more, it converts them into 
important blessings — ^for ''all things work together 
for-good to them who love God, and who are the called 
according to his purpose." 

Instead of farther illustrating the privileges of the 
Christian as a citizen of heaven, I shall direct your 
attention to a scriptural delineation of them. '' He 
that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High, 
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I 
will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my for- 
tress : My God ; in him will I trust Surely he shall 
" deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from 
the noisome pestilence. He shall cover thee with his 
feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust : his 
truth shall be thy shield and buckler. Thou , shalt 
not be afraid for the terrors by night, nor for the ar- 
row that flieth by day, nor for the pestilence that 
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walketh in darkness, nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noon-day. A thousand shall fall at thy 
aide, and ten thousand at thy right hand ; but it shall 
not come nigh thee. Only with thine ^es shalt thou 
bdiold, and see the reward of the wicked. Because 
thou hast made the Lord, who is my refuge, even 
the Most High, thy habitation : There shall no evil 
befidl thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy 
dwelling. For he shall give his angels darge over 
thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear 
thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against 
a stone. Thou shalt tread upon the lion and the ad- 
der ; the young lion and the dragon shalt thou tram- 
fLe under foot. Because he hath set his love upon 
me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him* on 
Ingh, because he hath, known my name. He shall 
call on me, and I will answer him : I will be with 
him in trouble ; I will deliver him, and honour him. 
With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my 
salvation." ^' All things are yours, whidier Paul, or 
Apollos, or CejAas, or the wcHrld, or life, or death, 
or things present, or things to come ; all are yours, 
and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's." Such are 
the immunities of the citizens of heaven. 

4ih, The figurative language of the text intimates, 
that the Christian is distinguished Jby a peculiar mode 
of conduct. Out of the relation of citiz^iship arises a 
variety of important duties, by the discharge of which 
every good citizen is distinguished. Among these^ a 
due respect for the sovereign, a strict regard , to the 
laws, a warm attachment to his fellow citizens, and 
a zealous and active support of the interests of Ae 
state, occupy a prominent place. 

Heav^y citizenship is by no means a mere name, 
and every person who is possessed of it, is distinguidi- 
ed by the discharge of the duties which flow from it, 
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He maintains a Supreme reverence for his Divine 
Sovereign. He '^ sanctifies the Lord God in his hearty 
and makes him his fear and his dread;" and takes 
every c^portunity of testifying his respectfor his autho- 
rity^ and his love to his law. — The Christian does not 
live at random. As a citizen of heaven, he regulates 
his conduct according to the laws of the kingdom of 
God : He is ''not widiout law to God, but under the 
law to Christ" He lives his time in the flesh, not to 
the lusts of the flesh, but to the will of God." He 
takes God's law '' as a light to his feet, and a lain^ to 
his path, accounting it ccmcerning all things to be 
fight, and sincerely hating every wicked way." — ^A 
warm attachment to his fellow citizens, is another difr* 
tinguishing character of the true citizen o£ heavoi : 
'' Having purified his soul in obeying the truth, 
through the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the bre« 
thren, he loves them with a pure heart fervently." 
'' Hereby," said our Lord, '' shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples, if ye love one another." — ^Farth^, 
the citizen of heaven is distinguished by a zealous and 
aetive support of the interests of the kingdom of God. 
He is not a good dtizen who is destitute of public 
spirit. -He is no Christian who cares not for the 
things of Christ The citizen of heaven earnestly de* 
sires, and fervently prays for, the advanc^nent of the 
interests of the Saviour's kingdom amcmg men ; and, 
not content with this, he proves the sincerity of his 
desires and his prayers, by cheerfully devoting hit 
time, his talents, and his property, to this purpose. 
His motto is — " To me to live is Christ" To pro- 
-mote HIS honour, in the salvation of mankind, is the 
<inly object he thinks worth living for ; and, in his es- 
tamation, to gain this object, ease, and health, and lift 
itself^ are by no means too costly sacrifices. 

5£A, The figurative language of the text intimates, 
P 
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that the samt's best affections are placed on heavenly 
objects. A man of ordinary sensibility, when exiled 
from his native land, finds that his country, and ob- 
jects connected with it, occupy the principal place in 
his affections and thoughts. In his imagination, a 
nameless charm is connected with every thing which 
belongs to home. Its skies are more beautifully azure 
»-its fields more delightfully verdant — and its streams 
more refreshingly pure, than the skies, the fields, or 
the streams of any foreign land.-»From what has al- 
ready been said, it is plain, that heaven must be^ the 
object of fervent affection and habitual thought to the 
Christian: "Where the treasure is, there will the 
heart be also." The Christian " sets his affections on 
things above." Firmly persuaded, both of the real 
existence of the heavenly state, and of his deep inte- 
rest in it, he eagerly desires, and fifmly hopes, in due 
time to participate in its joys. The language of his 
heart is, " Oh, how great is the goodness which God 
has laid up for those who fear him ! When shall I 
come and appear before God ? I would not live al- 
ways. I have a desire to depart and to be with Christ, 
which is far better. One thing have I desired of the 
Lord, that will I seek after, that I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord for ever." The sincerity of these de- 
sires and hopes is proved by a corresponding mode (^ 
conduct : '^ By a patient continuance in well-doing, he 
seeks for glory, honour, and immortality." — Notiiing 
more strikingly distinguishes the true Christian, than 
what may be termed the spontaneity of his religious 
affections. It does not require an external impulse, 
to awaken, in the mind of the exile, tender recollec- 
tions of the land of his fathers. The current of his 
thoughts so naturally takes that direction, that, even 
in sleep, when reason is inactive, under the guidance 
of imagination, he passes, quick as thought, boundless 
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oceans and pathless deserts, transports himself to the 
delightful fields in whidi he passed the joyous years 
of childhood, and mingles with the long lost compa- 
nions of his youth. In like manner, under the influ- 
ence of his new nature, the thoughts of the saint spon- 
taneously rise upward, and, leaving behind them earth 
and its vanities, rest with settled delight on the ho- 
nours and felicities which await him in the land of his 
better nativity. 

Qlh, The figurative language of the text intimates, 
that the Christian maintains a frequent intercourse 
with heaven. It is usual with those who are laid un- 
der the necessity of leaving their native country, and 
residing in a foreign land, to keep up as close a cor- 
respondence as possible with their relatives at home ; 
and, by this means, the ills of exile are wcmderfully 
lightened. The figure hold^, in this point of view, 
with respect to the citizei of Zion, in this strange 
and hostile land. He maintains a constant intercourse 
with the heavenly country. On the part of God, this 
intercourse is carried on by the communication of 
blessings, and the influence of the Holy Spirit. 
^' Every good and perfect gift cometh down from 
above, from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning. God meet- 
«th him that rejoiceth, and worketh righteousness." 
On the part of the Christian, this intercourse is main- 
tained by holy aflection, religious worship, and a dis- 
charge of the ordinary duties of life as in the divine 
presence, and with a view to the divine approbation. 
In the ordinances of grace he ^^ draws near to God," 
and, in the general tenour of his conduct, he ^^ walks 
with him." 

The doctrine pf the saint's communion with God, is 
by no means the dream of enthusiasm ; it is plainly 
(aught in the Holy Scriptures, and is attested by the 
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experience of the saints in every age: ''Truly oar fel« 
lowship is with l^e Father^ and with his Son Jesus 
Christ." The infidel may wrangle, and the mocker 
blaspheme^ but the humble Christian knows, by a spe- 
cies of evidence^ which in their present state they are 
incapable of appreciating^ and of which all their so* 
phistry cannot deprive him, that there is a possibility 
of maintaining, even in this land of distance and dark« 
ness, a close intercourse with the Author of knowledge^ 
truth, purity, and happiness. 

With respect to the intercourse which takes place 
between saints on earth and angels and the spirits of 
just men made perfect, scripture is almost totally silent. 
Imagination may conjecture much on this subject, and 
produce pictures peculiarly soothing to the hearty 
scarcely recovered from the severest of all wounds. 
But this is not the place for indulging even the inno- 
cent wanderings of fancy. Suffice it to remark, in 
the beautiful, though somewhat obscure language of 
the apostle : '' We are come to Mount Sion, and unto 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem^ 
and to an innumerable company of angels, to the ge- 
neral assembly and church of tJie first-bom, which arc 
written in heaven, and to the spirits of just men made 
perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the new cove* 
nant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh 
better things than that of Abel." 

7th, The figurative language in the text intimates^ 
that heaven shall be the place of the Christian's ever- 
lasting residence. A person may continue for a while 
in a foreign land, but his fixed residence is to be 
sought for in the country of which he is a citizen. 
The residence of the saint, in the present state is but 
of very short continuance : '^ Man who is born of a 
woman is of few days." The shortness of life, which 
to most men is a very ungrateful subject of reflection^ 
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is replete with pleasing anticipation to the saint of 
God. Death is to him but a restoration to the land of 
his better birth — a translation from pathless wilds and 
desert solitudes^ to fields of perpetual verdure^ and 
streams of ever living water. The return of the Sa-» 
viour to heaven^ secures that^ in due time, all liis 
people shall follow him. His promise cannot fail : 
" In my Father's house are many mansions ; if it had 
not been so I would have told you : I go to prepare a 
place for you ; and if I go away, I will come again, 
and take you to myself, that where I am there ye 
may be also." The Saviour's prayer must be answer- 
ed : '* Father, I will that they also whom thou hast 
given me be with me, where I am, that they may he* 
hold the glory which thou hast given me ; for thou 
lovedst me before the foundation of the world." 

From these blissful mansions the Christian shaU 
never be excluded. " He shall go no more out." The 
staff of the pilgrim and the sword of the soldier shall 
for ever be laid aside, and the harp of praise and t^ 
palm of victory take their place : ** The ransomed of 
the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs 
and everlasting joy upon their heads : they shall obo 
tain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away." 

Christians ! are ye indeed citizens of heaven ? 
Maintain then a dignity of conduct corresponding to 
so exalted a character. The son of a king, and the hei# 
of a crown, would surely act an unworthy part, were 
he to content himself with the conceptions, take an 
interest in the cares, and follow the pursuits of vulgar 
life. Such a mode of conduct will but ill fit him for 
wielding a sceptre with grace, and for managing with 
advantage the concerns of empire. His days and his 
nights ought to be otherwise employed. His ideaa 
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and empk^ym^its ought to correspond with his pre- 
sent high rank^ and the still more exalted station he 
is destined to occupy. And shall ye^ sons of Grod^ 
dtizens of heaven, heirs of eternal life — shall ye de- 
grade yourselves so far, as to make the world and its 
concerns the principal objects of your thoughts and 
your auctions ? " Walk worthy pf the high calling 
wherewith you are called." ^^If ye are risen with Christ, 
seek the things which are above, where Christ sitteth 
at the right hand of God. For ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God ; and when he who is 
your life shall appear, ye shall appear with him in 
glory. Set your affbctions on things above, and not 
cm the things which are on the earth." 

Are ye fellow citizens of heaven ? Charish the af- 
fections, — engage hi the offices of mutual love. The 
tendency which a foreign soil has to bind closer the 
bands of affection, has often been noticed. The heart 
opens in a land of strangers. There, every country- 
man is an acquaintance— every acquaintance is a firiend 
—every friend is a kinsman-r-icvery kinsman is a bro- 
ther. Shew, by your conduct, that you feel this in* 
fluence. Pilgrim-citizens of Zion ! " see that ye falj 
not out by the way." Oh ! it Ul becomes those whQ 
hope to spend an eternity of peace and love together 
in heaven, to quarrel with one another on earth : " I 
beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, tjiat 
ye put on bowels of mercy„ tenderness of heart, for- 
bearing one another in love, and forgiving one ano* 
ther, if any have a quarrel against any, even as Go4 
for Christ's sake hath forgiven yoij^" 

In fine, are your prospects, as citizens of heaven, 
so glorious I let not th^ afflictions of life make a dis? 
heartening impression on your spirits. Ye may well 
" rejoice in tribulation," because ye " rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God.," Let the words of promise IjQ 
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your " song in the house of your pilgrinidge." It is 
thus that the way-worn traveller soothes his fatigues 
by the Bongs of his native land. His path is rugged^ 
and his heart is lonely ; but the well known and much 
loved sounds^ recal to his mind the scenes of early 
life^ the images of distant friends^ and the recoUec* 
tion of departed joys, — while hope fondly whispers, 
that he shall yet re- visit these scenes, converse with 
these friends, and renew these joys. - In the sadly 
pleasing retrospect, and the joyful anticipation, he 
loses the sense of his sorrows, and joumies onward 
with increased vigour. Behold your model. Chris- 
tians ! Go ye and do likewise. 



fHE END. 
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